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Aristotie’s Politics: Lecture 1, March 29, 1960 

a This class is to b» a seminar and this means that we will 
 .have a paper at the beginning of each meeting, apart fron today's 
meeting. That means fiftecn meetings and there is a convenient 
way of dividing Aristotle's Politics into fifteen parts as I 
know from former experience. Pook VIII will be sne part; other- 
wise sach book will be divided into two parts, but I don't plan 
to divide the papers today occause today no ons knous which is 
which, I mean who is registered and who is not but i look around 
for one acquaintance of mine , ir. Schrock, Mr. Sehrock, could 
you reed a paper next time? Now I would suggest that you. take 
the section on slavery, from the beginning until slavery is in- 
cluded; first tock, that is not too long = you should have | 
sufficient time to prepare it for next Thursdsy. AL right; 

the other pavers will be divided next time. and by that tims 

you are requested to think of "t about the question what paper 
you would dike to read. . 


Now I call this course which is devoted to Aristotle's 
Politics (I might zay sometning else: I suggest that we use the 
translation by Ernest Barker, Oxford cf which there is now aveil- 
able an inexpenszve pavervound edition. That's the most convene 
ient edition and translation availabie and we well could use it). 


i call this course an Introduce tion to Political Science by which 

I wanted to say thet I ds not regard Aristotle's teaching as 

a historical subject. Now to treat Aristotle's Politics as a 

histcrical subject is a rather commen procedure and we have to 

explain why I deviate from it but in order to do so I must first 
a 


^, indicate the reasons why ‘Aristotle's Politics is treated as 


historical, subject oF rather, wnat doss it mean to treat it a3 
a historical subject? in the first place, to treat such a work 
a8 a historical sabaeet "Gans to treat it as belonging to we 
past and the gecond indication which is more interesting ms 
the teaching is not true because cthervis ie you do not krici. it 
as a historical subject.: Say if tnis is so; if we assume from 
the outset that Aristotla*s teaching belongs to the past and 
is therefore nci true, EY should we study it av all? Now there 
are indeed quite a few political scientists who say we shenld 
not for this very reason, They wouldn't say Aristotle is an 
| = fogey, at least not in writing, out that is what they sube 
stantially mean, The right thing. is scientific social science 
as now practiced and this social sciens: as they mean it I think 
can be describsd as a mixture of Max Weber and Talcott Parsons 
n the ons hana and Frend and Kerl orx on the others Marc less 
now, but still somehow, But the point is this: we cannot assumes 


lon 
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without ; argument that this scienti Sie social science is tho  — 
/ correct approach to the understanding of social reality, as the 
men holding this view themselves admit and they emphasize. 


“+ | Social science as it is sow understocd is a product of a iind 
7C * Jeng development. It is the mature approach to social reality 


‘which as the mature approach was, cf course, PARARE by immature 
approaches, The mature ‘approach of present day social science 
presupposes the experience the failure of the earlier appro= 
chos, Now we today who enter colleg2 or graduate school in the 
1959s or 60s do ro longer make the experience because the oid 
eporceches no longer exist. fut we presuppose the experience 
7 of the failure of thes oid approaches, and what we imply is, 

if I may use a proverbial expression, that George did it. George 
made that experidnce and ve imow nou that this doesn't work any- 
more and we don't have to po through the experience vicariousive 
Yes to leave it st this is  unbeconing to scientists or to schoiarse 
We cannot leave it at hear azy lf someone tells us how that was: 
taken caro of in the paste. And now among the representativas 

oi the immatures approaca == lim using the language of the social 
scientists e- of this cerir approach which faites, the most out- 
standing edaittediy is Arictetlo, áristotie con trolled the study 
of secial resiisy Tor a loünzsr time than any other men, with 
greatest effect: 2 great pro on classical antiquity 
and a still ersater effect in ine Middle Ages and even in the 
eexiy ucdern tines. Arovrd 1410 someerns who knew, who was come 
petent to judge, seid Aristotie (namad Tharas Hobbes) said Arise 
totie is -- i forgot the exact wording bui it was how he controls 

the university, sni it was around 1640, not so far Haye 


Xow if this is so, if we have to now at least the essential 
character of the immature approach to social reality in order — 
properiy io Sue reclates the matere approach, the nistoricol concern 
with Aristobis’s Politics is cussice of it, The conern with, 
fer exempis Mision] “2 13 2 philoscpobio reflection without which 
all zoienvifio work is i ades d Srenking. bliri. We use these 
tovla but we do not truly know why we use them, becauge we do 
nos truly know way the alternativo is impossible, I think right 
away I will makes this clear. I have to proceed, the respect, 

Now of course soweone will say, why Aristobie? "Granted that 
Aristotle had this much nore powerful effect than any other 
earlier social tiinksr bat similiar considerations apply to the 
other great figures. After all. aristotie was not the only one, 
There vas once a man celled Machiavelli. There was Locks , and 
8G many others "nose rakas and works you have heard of and way 
have even read, Put AE a cnly to a rinor modification 

of my carlier p eaposcic He have to study not only Aristo tle 
bat 3 we have to st "dy what is called tho istory of political 


thougnt or politics? philosopnby as a whole end thet this is 


ws 


3 


a perfectly legitinate snirespectable proposal I believe every- 
one of you will admit whe puts any faith in the announcement — 
of catalogues by political science departments. Such a course . 
is given in many political science departments. Yet the wnole. 
of political philosophy =- now a whole is something which has | 
a beginning and which has an ence Naturally it has an end because 
nou political philosophy has disappeared; we have now only mature 
Social science. That's clear. The question is the beginning. 
Where is the beginning? Again that is controversial among people 
who worry about these matters, put one can still say with great. 
plausibility that this beginning can be definitely located in 
place and in time and there fs an old saying of Cicero according 
to which the first man who brought science or philosophy down 
from heaven to earth and introduced it into the cities and houses 
of men; cities, political science; houses, economics; was Socrates. 
Thersfore tnat is still the best proposal that anyone can make: 
that the beginning is Socrates and the end is today, But that 
is not enough. A whole must also have a middie, not only a be- 
ginning and end. And if tho middle of this whole should be of 
any interest or any sophistication higher than that of one-celled 
animal then there will be a division within the middle. What 
I'm implying is that the division of the history of political 
philosophy into periods «e that we must have some notion of that. 
in such a preliminary consideration as we are new engaged ine 
Now do you understand my thought up to this point? We cannot 
leave it st Aristctis, We have to study tre histcry of poiitical 
philosophy as a whole, This history must have an end, Thai | 
is easy. It bas a beginning: that's fairly easy. But what about 
the middle? The riddle must have => it's likely to have sone 
articulation, thas is, the division of the history of political 
philosophy into periods. New that is a very controversial subject, 
much more than the begimning and the end. ) 


According to one famous historian, Carlyle -= not Thomas 
Carlyle but somehow a relative of his -- he wrote 
& Six or seven volume bistory of political thought which is used 

by aimost everyone. The whole history of political philoscphy 
consists of three carts, First, the beginning. So that's Plato 
end Aristotic and that was a time of the Greek cityestate, And 
then uo get somthing new wlth the emergence of Alexander the 
Great. The city-state becomes unimportant. The empire =» and 
cf course Alexander's empire ims only a foreshadowing of the 
Roman empire, end whore is tho wan who started that? Where is 

_ «= the Stoics, There was a school called tke 
Stoa from a place im Athens and the Stoica are the men who belong 
to that school, Nox these men =- the Stoica are said to bo the 
men who developsd a new kind of political dsctrine according 
to which the centrai theme cf volitical shlissopay was the natural 
law that csgaa with, I nad almost said with Aloxander the Great 


lh 
but one should say with the St soies who followed this doctrina 
and that lasted until the French Revolution inclusively, after -> 
which there began something rather new, which Carlyle, being 
a sonewhat old fashiored Englishman, doesn’t call scientific 


| Social science, but he would probably say a historical approach 
began to predominate in the 19th century and our age. 


Another classification is the one which is the most simple- 
minded cne amd, well we all know that history is divided into 
three parts, ancient, medieval and moderns and the same applies 
to the history of thought and therefore in particular to the 
history of political thought, There are perhaps ovher ways in 
which one can find one's bearings in this corplicated story but 
this mere variety of cpinions shows that we are in need of a 
criterion which is not arbitrary, which is objective. Now there 
is only one way in which ore can find an objective criterion 
and that is paradoxically at first glance subjective . i mean, 
what did the people who were best informed tink about the 
period? What did the political thinkers, the great p 
thinkers, themselves say — (tape broke) -- period of political 
thought starts with the stoics. We go a step further when ue 
turn to ihe Middle Ages. We must -- it is difficult to dis- 
tinguish there, tut it is important, between the political 
theologicans, 25 we con, 33y. anc the political chi3essshers,. 

Now sonetimes that a be in ore individual, St, Thomas Acquinas 
has both a pEiioscphi c teeching regarding politi cs and a theo | 
logical tsaching, Bub there are some cases also where the two - 
things are soparate. Ncw in the Middle Ages the chilosopkers - 
-— politi icai philosophers s- they are all of then Aristotelians, 
. That is, they did not have the feeling that there was scme new: 
(4. element intreduced wi PR n polis onl philosophy itself. 

CBat then we move ong “We Fina a moment where people say i: 
all this teaching starting fro» Socrates and culminating in -— 
antiquity in the teachizg of the Stoles is fund Peai rongo 
We ars in meed of an en MATEY new teaching, ard i, X y, am bhe 
one to supply ii for the first tire. Now the man who said this 
with the longest voice. the clearest voice, was Thomas Hobbes, 
but Hobbes was not the first. Kachiavelli had made the sume* 
claim with a slightly noro. subdwed voice before, and therefore 
. We come => are driven to the conclusion that a fundamental change, 

. a radical change occurred only ozcs. in tne loth and 17th century 
. at the begimming of the modern times, and if this happens to 

agree With tie most commen view ecco te to waich there is ancient, 
medievel and msdaern — at lessi tothat extent there is a difference 
between ancient, medieval and mcdern, that cannot be helped. 

One must not bo -- always try to be iconeelestic. From time to 
time one shonid agree with simple 


E 
New from this point of view the primary task for our orien- 
tation ‘in this field would be to understand the meaning of this 
; fundamental change from classical thought to medern thought. 


cel Kt the end of the 17th century this issue became a popular issue 
CZ; and was called at that time the quarrel of the ancients and the 
=L” moderns. Those of you who have only read Swift and nothing else, 


Swift's Battie cf the Pcoxs or pernaos Gulliver, but Gulliver 

is a bit more complicated, would know that this was the issue 

at the time. Who are better, the ancients or the moderns? Swift, 
of course, being a paradoxical fellow in every respect, says 

the ancients. Put still =- but we must not forget this literary 
controverzy because if we are particularly concerned with the 
modern literature was as good as or better than the ancients, 
thet was a kind of rear guard fight of no great interest, The 
big battle was of course "that between the modern physics <= New- 
ton -- which was won a generation before, but before this great 
victory of modern physical science through Newton there vas al- 
ready a fight regarding human thought as a whole and in partic- 
uler, poiiiical thought, and the greatest colloguies in thas 

f ighi, on the modern . ‘side , were Machiavelli and Hobbes’. 


How we must uy to urderstand this issue, and in order to 

do that I will begin with something thet is E uk accessible 
to everyone of you, and i will tell you why I vrocsed to begin 
~~ to proceed in this wey in which ro factual knowledge of any 
kind in this fisid is prezupposed because I have been told that 
there may ce college students in this class and so I do noi make 
the, have the usual expec uations one nas of graduate students 
and if the graduate students thinz Y talk down tc then, I 
spologizs. i do not plan to talk dcun; I only don't want to have 
them enjoy an unfair advantage compared with the younger students 
who may be here, 


Now in order to prepare to get the first inkling of what 
this issue is bstweern she ancienzs and the moderns I proceed 
in the following Way. I compare two comparable things, in the 
ancient versicn anc in the present-day version, and that is 
the divisicn oi philosophy., And I take as a representative of 
the older view, Aristotle., (inaudible). Now Aristotle?s divie 
sion of philcsonhy -e philosophy consists of two parts. Ore 
he calis theoretical and the other he calls practical. And tis 
theorstical paro is subdivided into three: mathematics, physics 
«œ which means the whole or naturel science -- and the third 
he calis, or not he but is calleG, metaphysics. He calls it 
first philosophy, but that doesn’t make any difference, Prac- 
tical philosophy is divided into three paris: ethics and econ- 
amics and politics, And then there is an additional seventh 
discipline which doesn?t boiscng to either part but is a kind 
of preanbie or preiude to tne whole and that is called logic. 


^6 


et us compare that with the present situation. One 

us P eee doesnot make a distinction veveeen 
philosophy and science, whereas we today take this distinction ae 
between philosophy and science for granted, and that shows itself -- 
within political science. We make a distinc&ion between political 

philosophy and political science, whereas asording to the earlier 
- usage political philosophy is the same as political science. > — 
There is no difference. ; Now what, does this mean? You See here 
if you look at this list/-- you see that thare are at least four 
sciences out of these seven which are today clearly subsumed 
under: science in contradistinction to philossphys mathematics, . 
physics, economics and politics... Metaphysics and ethics will 
still be regarded as philosophic disciplines; I come to that 


: ^ . Now what does this mean? There were ak all times -- and 
. Aristotle, of eccurse, admitted it; there were certain intellec- 
7. bual pursuits which were not philosophic, Take the activity 
: "of a shoemaker. The activity of a shoemaker according to Aris- 

totle.is not simply manual labore That is an intellectual pure 

. Suit. You have to know What you do; it is mt as if you were 

= to carry logs where you don’t have to -- yce know, you must have 
. the proper arms and legs and 30, but you dos! t have to think _ 
"about it, at least not very muche: But tne saoemaker must knoW : 
what he does, He must know his materials, So there are always 
let us say, non-philosopnic, sub-philosophic, inteliectutal pure 
suits and quite a few pcopie would also have said mathematics . 
is such a thing, and the. sciences connected with mathematics _ 
_ like acoustics, or music rather, and sc on, The only interesting 
', ease and the decisive case is that of physies. Up to 1650 <= 

one can even say up to Newton. generally speaking, physics was 

of such a kind thst you had to have a metanzysical commitment 
in order to a pnhySicis$. Anc what do I nsan by that? Physics 
was either Aristotelian physics or Platonis physics or Epicurean 
physics or Stoic physics but there was not in existence a netac 
physically neutral physics. This is a work of modern times: _ 
"the emergence of metaphysically neutral sciences, Present day 
physics, present day chemistry, biology or what have you is so 
that everyone has to accept them just as tee art of the shoa- 
maker, You may think about God and the world what you please 

but here you have to accept it. The establishment of metaphyse 
ically nevtral sciences is the most striiirz thing which has . 
happened in modern times, and the crucial ting was physics but 
a consequence cf that was also that you get gradualiy an economics 
and a political science which are, rightly derstood, retophysic- 
ally neutral. That means in this sense, inthis context, ethically 
neutral. But this is only an aftermath of tae great event in 
the 17th cencury.. or the 18th century, the emergence of this 
new «e Jet me call them that way -~= metaphysically neutral sciences, 


I give now only an enumeration of the most important facts 
which show the issue. You see also from here if you compare 


- : this with present day situaticn that the distinction between 
| theoretical and practical sciences has disappeared. We do have 


-a distinction which reminds of it. That is a distinction between 
theoretical and applied sciences, but that is an entirely different 
distinction because applied sciences presuppose theoretical sciences. 
You cannot have applied --rtysics applied in engineering, for 
example, without a previously perely theoretical physics. The 
Aristotelian distinction means that these practical sciences are 

. fundamentally practical. They do not have, essentially, a theoretical 
foundation. They are of an entirely different kind, A third 

point which I also mention as a crute fact for the time being 

is that logic, which was not a part, which, for Aristotle, was 

‘ not a part of philosophy of science, but a mere prelude to it, FT 


1 : x is now taxen, of course) as | a part of philosophy =- ==- == - 


a àX come now to the Last point I think I should mention now. | 
— And that is this. We have 3n modern times and that is now pre-. 
. dominant, dogmatic, a ài otinction between philosophy and science 
." along the lines indicated. | New how the sciences are divided 
| you all know and you can see 9 from any announcement in any lecture 
course, the general division at any rate, I will concentrate 
on the division of philcsopny. And nere I vill begin. (Intere 
 Yuption bscause of shortage cf chairs). Now let me see, I will 
just give an emmerat ion. = the parts of philosophy which are — 
now generally admitted, zat universally. Of course logic, with 
which they ene pu puer methodology, epistcmology, | 
^ and this kind of thing; tnen “ethics is clearly a subject matter 
; of treatment and then they have another discipline called aese , 
. thetics,. Then you have philosophy -- political philosophy == ` 
`. which is also semetimes called philosophy of the state; and then 
-you have philesophy of his tory, philosophy of religion, and nhilos- 
opky of langusge perhaps, - Sut. one thing is controversial, And 
therefore its presence in the Atst is not necessary, and that  . 
is metaphysics, There are quite. a few people who say me vaphbysics 
is Sa sible, and so on. 7 


Now if you would now 1o0k at this whole list you would ses - 
there is one thing - there is onc common formula, I will illuse 
‘trate it oy the last exomp32, philosophy of religion, Religion. 
is, to speak in a somewhat old-fashioned way, the human attitude 
toward Ged, There is then a part of philosochy which deals with 
the huner: attitude or attitudes toward Gcd, There is no pnilos- 
ophic aisezplins...be1$eves God, That would be metaphysics and 
‘that i5 evciudcee as a hypothesis, a modern hypothesis, but present 
day hypothasis in nany echoois. So it is not God but the human 
attitude $0:s570 God, New let us generalize from that. Al these 
parts of .philescphy decl with man. They deal with man differently 
than the zci ence’ of man, Like the social sciences, like línguistics 
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and all that, but they deal, nevertheless, with man, Look at 


"a few famous book titles of modern philosophy. Locker his great 
^. .phiàosophic work, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding. 


dli eis a T 


qe Berkeley: Principles of Human Knowisdge. Humez A Treatise on 


Human Nature. Kant: Critiaue or rure Reason, Critique of Prac- 
tical Reason, Critique OL Juament, which are ail human faculties. 
They all deal with man, whereas the older books, in ancient times, 
had entirely different titles, and these titles correspond of 
course to subject matter. They dealt ==- I mean a typical title 
in the ancient time, prior to Socrates, was On Nature, the philose 
ophical question (7). In the Middle Ages the subject was much 
more theoretical, or you can hardly say metaphysical, but man 
wes not the guiding theme of philosophy. in our age, and that 
age dates back some centuries, the guding theme of philosophy 
has become man. Tnat is, philosophy, we can say, has become 
“humanistic,” as distinguished fron cosmological, or theological, 
There is a connection betugen this most interssting phenomenon 
and one perhaps still more interesting which I mentioned first, 
namely the emergence of modern physics, of the metaphysicaily 
neutral physics, — 7 l 


e . `~ 
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For what is the outcome of theemergence of the modern physics? 

I mean that was not yet the view of Newton but it gradually became 
the view of physics about itself. Physics, the science of the 
universe, has the character of a human construct; naturally, 
not of an arbitrary construct <= there are certain devices by 
which we distinguish bstueen better and worse constructs, exper- 
iments and such things, but fundamentally that is a human cone 
struct. By this very fact the starting point, the center of 
the modern physics proves to be man, the human mind. One can 

So Say -- this has been stated — that In pre-modera 
times the emphasis in the word, in the expression natural science, 
Was on nature. in our times the emphasis in that expression 
is on science, on method, on procedure, on forms of proof, and 
BO on, rather than on the subject matter itself. True, there 
is a connection betwesn this change in the meaning of philoso- 
phy and the more basic change, the emergence of what I call meta- 
physically neutral sciences, Now this is only meant here as 
ome illustration, and I believe good enough for the beginning 
illustretion, of the fact that a fundamental change in human 
orientation has occurred and the change which we can very well 
identify historically as a transition from pre-modern to modern 
thought. 


Now I come back — I will give you an opportunity to raise 
your objections and so on at a vary short moment, but let me 
oniy finish one point. Now I said my concern ves not with the 
historical subject, The ristoricel reflectiona are only secone 
dary, by which I implied although out of a justifiable cowardice 
== i Gidn't say at the beginning -- I implied that Aristotis!g 
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approzch is the sound approach, and that is what I meant. . Ard 

we must ~- of course, that is an So50luteiy paradoxical asser- 
tion and we must -- I beg you to be as resistant to that propos. © 
sition as you can. But I would like now to say something more 
simple — the hypothesis that the Aristotelian understanding 

of social matters is fundamentally superior to our present day 
understanding is necessary as a heuristic device. That one -- 
I believe one can prove, as follows, i ' 


We are perfectly open to the possibility that Aristotle 

Was wrong, and maybe wholly wrong, but we cannot knew this, we 
cannot know that his teaching was wrong if we do not know first 
what his teaching was, That seems to be absolutely nscessary. 
Otherwise you talk about some -e perhaps a figment of your imag- 
ination, or the figment of the imagination of a historian, anl 

not about Aristotle. Now what does this -e we have first to 
know what Aristotle hinself taught, and that, however. must be 
understood more precisely. it means te understand his teaching 
on his terms, You have to understand his teaching as he meant 
it, because if you re-write it from the beginning in other terms, 
say modern teras, then you have killed his teaching and then 

you can easily prove that this corpse is not comparable to Wris 
. highly alive social science -~ present day social science, is 
that clear? For if somcons ~~ if you s2y, if you translate 2. 
wcrà which Aristovie uses from time te time and rather frequently, 
which is, in English transcription, polis; if you translate that 
by cityestats, as I believe even Barker does and surely many 
csher people dc, you impute to Aristotie a doctrine of the state, 
and you cannot speak of the state witheut implying that state  ' 
is something different fren society, Today you cannot use the 
word state unless you imply that, and then you get into very 
great troubles because Aristotie doesn't make that distinction, 
and then you say in advance e- well, I proved that hc is wrong. 
I know inet in advance pscause i know by sanething approaching 
divine revelaticn — I nean what I have been told since ny chiide 
hood ~e that there is a distinction between society and state. 
Aristotle doesn't make that distinction. Hence, he's wrong, 


So we have to understand iim as he understood him = in 
his am terms. But that mans a bit more, Ib mans, if ve 
want to undseratem bim in the good intentien ef refuting him 
and of shciing mm up as an oid fogoy we nave first to under- 
stani hin as hs meant i53 we must take his teaching sericusly. 
Othervigs you sili not even be able te understand an essay 
by Ann Landers, If you do not listen te Ann Landers while 
yeu read it «e i anit, th» effert recuirod is nob very great. 
It is much malier than with àristotise, mt you have to Listes. 
I$ nzano, in other words, to give him the benefit of the doubio 
Say perbeps ka is right «e perbons os eniy this way cen you. 

o it means, to cay 1% differently and so that 
you ses it is not entirely trivial whet I say, althougn it 


+ 
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ought to be ee we want to uy his doctrine, Sino» wo 
vant to do that ue cannot be interested at all in any explonation ' 
of thc doctrine in nonedoctrinal terns. For example, assuming 


2 ; that a psychological << -aybe even a psychoanalytic explanation =e 
we may find out sonething of Aristotle == avout Aristotle's ree 


lztion to nis nurse wien he was a baby and say here weve ot 

ite Ur we nay find out saicthing about his social position, his 
class relation, and you know tnis kind of thing, ai say that's 
tix: key. That is absolutely izpossiole.ee to proceed in this 
Wyo Why? Because all these explanations presuppose sauaething 
Which must be true, naiely that Aristotle is wrong, If Aristotle 
is right, who cares for these conditions of his thinking? These 
conditions are absolutely amziyucus. They are the conditions 
that may be helpful for understanding the truth and they nay be 
hindrances to the truth. This crucial anbipulty is, of course, 
denicd by every psychological or sociological explanation as Suche 


Once you know that Aristotle was wrong either in general 

or in tic particular then it becones necessary to ask or to reise 
the qucstion, whet cculd induce such a great mind to commit such 
a strange error which no child would commit today, and then we 
may, perhaps, find such reasons, Dut that can only arrivo in 
the second stage, and a stayye which, I believe, is no longer of 
interest to us 25 political scientists, because we are locking 
for a wood franework for understanding political things,  Dces 
Aristotle supply it? Ue musi see. If Aristotle does not supply 
it, throw hin cut. These are rational and sensible procedures, 
but the explanations arc of no interest for our purpose at all. 


I did not acntion the fact why one should consider at all 
such un outlandish proposition; I woan that Aristotle might supe 
ply us vith the framework.’ This is, of course, connected with 
tne question, do we have such a fruwwork now? If we have a 
satisfactory franework for tic understanding of social phonouena 
now, thy then it would of course ve a waste of tine to study 
Aristotle with ony intensity, but that is a question to which 
I will turn later, 


Now, before I turn to that subject and say a bit about it 
I would like to imqw whether there is any point where I have 
made too uay jumps and snould proceed more slowly and nore 
step by step, in your opinion, 


"What is the paperback edition that we &re supposed 
to buy?" 


(Laughter). No, no, That is a perfectly lecitinate quese 
tion, That is also Oxford Press, Oxford University Press; and 
taat you vet ~- there are bookstores, Do you also want to geb 
guidance - directions to the bookstores? There are two editions, 
There is one which contains only the text of Barker's translation 
aixl the other curtains, ulso, his introduction, I would advise 
you to buy that with the istroduction because Jjarkcr!s introduce 
tion contains quite a few things which are valuable, wich I will 
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not take up in class, out whlch would ve quite helpful to read, 


“What did you rcan when you said that modern physics 
is based upon a = construct?" 


"Xe, well what avout Buch things? I wean, is this not what 
you are told. by those uno reflect on physics itself. I ean, 
the sinple physicist aay not oother avout that = that in all 
thcoarizin; —9 all theories-are not simply generelizations fraa 

jents or exoeriences zut are projects made by the physicist, 

projected by the physicist, and have their character «e» in other 
words, what is a hypothesis? There was a tine when a certain 
simple emivicisn prevailed, you know, according to which all 
doctrines are nerely the generalized formula for empirical obser» 
vation, The only thing are the facts, that is the substance, 
and tie theory is sinply derivative from tne facts. Now this is 
today generally rejected. The facts which a scientist studies 
are relevant facts, relevant for his purpose. The criterion of 
relevance is not given by the fact as fact. That is given by 
the purpose of the whole scicree, Ly its interest, and that nears 
that that is the inevitable "subjective LE . 


(Inaudible question). . 


The same: naturescentered ə derivaiivély meant. I cannot 
go «= I rean that is a very long question, I mean, the Sophists 
ars a very difficult subject. We know hardly anything of then 
except what Plato or Aristotie tells about them, We mst never 
forget that, but if you =e so we turn to Plato, There isa 
Platonic dialogue which presents the Sophistis position in the 
nost comrehensive way, Ita name is Theaetotus, In this dialope 
Plato presents the famous thesis of the Sophist Protagoras that 
nan ig the measure of all things — that is what you think of, 
I believe. But that is a derivative fram a certain cosmological 
thesis that everything is in flux; you know, that there is nothing 
but notion or process, It's a derivative fron that <= of the 
basic thesis. Perhaps we come to that at a later occasion when 
we come to Aristotle's mentions of Sophists. 


SI believe cne of your statements vas t^s nerely 
practical, for Aristotle, has ro theoretical foundation, 
Do you think that's the Aristotelian position?" 


Yes, well it was as cll statements, I have to make this core 
rection, somewhat overstated, but I said that, yes. 


"Because in the Hetenbyaics and some other places he seems 

- does nob really try to divide this sharply and I wonder 

vue € not sane modern look at Aristotle, a Kantian 
ook?” 


ie 


Yes, thot would bc fatal, but I think it is nt and I will 
prove it to you cs soliais, Aristotle aces a distinction bee 
tween tuc viso nan and the nan of practical wisdau,- iol the 
latter word, practical vise uan, is translated into Latin and > -> 
therefore also iuto ix lish, by prudent, Jut prudent docs not: 
neun he is a smooth operator; it ias a uoral connotation. So 
now Let xc Bæk of tio difference vetween the uice nan and 
Cue prudert. Tne vise zin is uot e prudent man and vice versa. 

So the wise uan is not as such able to conduct his affairs or 

the affairs of Lis city. Lot even his affcirs, because there 

in a fauous story of a wise nan who contorplated tic whole and 

fell into a ditch. So little was he able to take account of it. 
Tie prudent vam, on to otaer hend =e tie highest form is a statese 
son es is not a wise aan. He docs not e- he knows practically 


notin; of the wm except what every child knous, not 
kore, That is =e 50, prudence is tac highest form of practical 
understanding. Prudence is =e Aristotelian ithics, Gixth 


book. Then, there arises a Gii'ficulty, a comlication, that 
is wut you had in minda Nen cannot help having opinions about 
the whole, which is the theme of theoretical science, I nean 
even the most prinitive tribe hi3 such coinions e- not express 
scimswec for them; trere nay clso be scientists of various degrecs 
of develop eni. Now, there are opinions about the whole == theos 
retical coiniczrs which arc harzful to prudence, which are destruce 
vo of prudence as far as they go. Thervfore — and prudence 
cannot defend itself arainst that eneuy,. Therefore prudence is 
in need of a wise defender cf the whole reals of ences, 1 

is clear? To that ez s 4 9 indeed, what Aristotle 
Clains, that his philosophy, or something like his pnilosophy 

we can Say, is indispensable if there is to oe prudent handling 
of hunan affsirs. In other words, if the universe had a nihilistic 
structure and people believed that this would inevitably lead to 

a false handling of hunan affairs, individually and collectively, 
That is all, So one can put ii this ways de jure, as of right, 
prudence is auicnonous, Jut de facto, in fact, prudence is always 
in need of a devender, of a philosophie defense of prudence, 


aut take a case today, iiarxisu would be an example == fron 
Aristotle's paint of view — of a false theoretical view which 
is bound to have a fatal effect for the prudent handling of poe 
litical natters by those wno believe liarxiss, And therefore it 
is rccessory for tne defense cf prudent political acticn that 
theoretical asm refute ilarxism, Vo you see? But you must not 
underestinate, however, tne first part of the statevent that 
fundanentally zan is so equipped by nature that he would develop 
prudence on the various levels, frou tle very siuple level of 
a father of a ncussehold to the very broad statesuanships He has 
all tue naterío2ls there, but there is sanething which enters and 
deflects frou 2211 his theories, That, I think, is what Aristotle 
EONS s 


(Inaudible response from student). 
It is not ro siuple. You see, I can also show it another 


Wayo Tho premise e» I ncan the fundamental of the practical scie 
ences is cthics, Lthics deals chiefly, you can say, with the 
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virtues. ‘ou, hou docs Aristotle get this knowledge of the vire 
tues. If you were right, the knowlcdpe of the virtues would be 


, derivative fraa a precediny theoretical science, say uetaphysics, 
"^ gay psycholoy, whatever it is. ihat is not the case, There 


4a a new beginning. lie begins with the virtues and no attempt 
is wade by Aristotle to derive tha frai a higher, theoretical 
tract, 


(Inaudible responso fror student) o ‘ 


Thzt nay be tue defect of Aristotle, the debility, but, in 
fact, he did that. Perhaps that is a point wlicro we have to 
criticize hime Perhaps ht had pood reasons for this seeningly 
unolocant procedure ~= irrelevant procedure, That we must see. 
But tacre is a diifieulty heres you arc perfectly right. But 
you must not undereestinate that purt of the picture a I 


eripliasize., 


"I have one question about political science. Would you 
say. it?s possible for a iodorn political scientist, and 
I use the word scientist advisedly, not to be ethically 
neutral and yet to use quantitative usthods?" 


Vell, I mean no ono in his senses would have anything anye 
thing acainst quantitative :cthods where they are manifestly rese 
quired by the subject nettere Zor exuivic, if you want to find 
out thc proportion of poor ami rich =- I mean, to use oldefashioned 
lanpua(je «e» in the society, how can you find out except by counte 
ing? I sean, counting both the noses and the property, end tre 
various kinds of property, ana figure out how you can assess the 
onetary value of non«onetezy property such as fields, houses, 
and so on, Sure. The auostion is only if sawone tells us that 
any stetenent in noneguantitstive terms is inadrissible in sciences 
then he noxcs an umvarrentcd assertion, You know? That's clear, 
yes? Sure e- no, ti:.cre is no cuestion whatever. Low ee but I 
will turn to the question of political science in particular very 
soon, AS a natter of fact, as soon ag I am certain that no one 
anong you would like to rais another question regarding ny pree 
vious statement. 


"I'd just like to say that it seens to me that this 
division, therefore =e I vould draw the conclusion fron 
hat we've agreed on that tie division between political 
philosophy and political science is not zn absolute or 
rigid one in terus of ab isast a fair nuper of political 
scientists today wno seen to be interested in both," 


Yes. Sure. Well, you see tuese people are, in ny opinion, 
ulser tnan the fanatics who throw out political philosophy altoe 
gether. Dut they are also a menace, because thoy die 
vorce the other fellows; you know, the young fellows, the radicals 


Us 


~ 


who say political philosophy is ounke. A nihilist who sees the 
problc more clearly than these people, who are wiser, and theree 


fore say political science is fine, political philosophy is fine, 
Cr wb don't help us very much in clarifying tne relation between 
UC Ane tuo. You imou? .I suggested saw tine ago, precisely for 


these peacefull reasons, public relations ~e I suggested that we 
should neke a distinction between political knoulcdze and polie 
tical philosophy or political science. Political knowledge is 
souethin; vhien is absolutely unproblematic for all practical 
3urposeS8, I wean that is soncthing which everyone of you and 
even every nam or uocuan in tue state possesses to sare extent. 
You know? I an everyone knows that there are laws, for example, 
witch are clearly political phena:ena, and that tucre arc elece 
tions, wid tisst there are parties, and so on, And souwe peopis 
know quite a zit about that without any political science. Now 
this can be had in a very e» you can =s how shall I say ==- you 
can “systenatize" the political lnowledge avellable at a given 
tine into a sody of knowledge and you can write a-text book on 
comparative covernmient or on public aduinistration, whatever it 
nay be, and that is ook. but that dcesn’t raise the probletis 
The provola caws in only uken this is linked up «= here you 
have 2 simple transition, in this case, only a difference of 
degree beteen soecalied camon sense kmowjieage or pol1vical 
phenaicna ari acadaiic kneovicdre, Jub when you speak of sciene 
tific politiczl knowledre today you nean a break — you inply 
Uu.cre is a weak ootueen comion senso knowled;© and Scientific 
kuouledje. En practical tenis, it could look like this: in the 
first case, quantitative knowledge, of course, is implied in 
every political knowledre. And another one which says only 
quantitative statenents are admissibls in science, which is an 
extrene position. 


"I agree with everything you said. A211 I gay is 
that hozsver much they may obscure, fran the standpoint 
of analyzing their foundations, the (partly inaudible) 
obscure ihe differences, and however much they may try 
to discuise, in their own work, a real tension between 
problems of political philosophy and the foundations of 
political science, I wovld say that this kind of dilenna 
ee this personally nay be unavoidable and very likely 
could be absolutely nore fruitful precisely because they 
do obscure tne differences, tocause there is a conflict 
and a tension going into their philosophy." 


Yes, sure, that is a very wise remark of you, and I fully 
agree with you, but you nust also admit that there must be sans 
individuals w20 take up these issues which are left in a confore 
table darimess by these wise men, Would you admit that? 


"Ch, Sure," 

All ristkt. In other vords, that is a reasonable division 
of lobor. Thot doosn't raise any question of principis, New 
the real probiem, however, on which I mst tovch in each necting 
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is tac implication of uit Ii nave said. all this tine, nxcly that . 
I do not plon to treat Aristotle historically but I plon to treat — 
hist with tho assunption tust we iy have to learn sanething very. 
izporLtant frai hin — things which we do not learn fra: merely id 
contc:porary political science, as another distinction thich I 
address to you, in particulare, I mean in our present day polie 
tice] science tlerc is now, of course, a variety of strata, Hot 
cvcrythin; is 1900, And-in the vorious disciplines — for exmple, 

. public law is a meh older discipline in our present set up tan 
tie other disciplincs, ~ It's such morc eld fashioned in its subject, 
except those uio Link «= who are too nuch concerned uith the psye 
cholory of the supreme court judges rather than with their juridical 
logie, There is this modern tendency, but puvlic low is, of course, 
infinitely old. And so there are many strata. You knou? jlany 
strata -- and one cannot reduce it to a simple formula, That is, 
the 3cople who try to do that are these scientific political sci- 
entists who wuld Like to nave all parts of political scicnce | 
treated in tnis particular "scientific" way. | 


So, in other uords, cvéry sanc or normal political scientist 
vould adiit, even today, that ticre are ccrtain thin:s waich Arise 
tothe ias seen which are true, That I think om can say, but 
I sa; a bit wore avout it. I say that his overall zpproach is 
sanzi, i do not say thot every individual statencnt isscripture o 
Once: one =» one cannot Say thet without being aware ci tnc fact 
tuat bris ussertion encounters a very creat oostacle in tae cere 
tainty that Aristotle!s tcaching is fumla.entally wrong ~~ in 
th prejudice against Aristotle. This prejudice can oe expressed 
Sitmiy by tuo propositions: (ca) Aristotle's teachin: is unsciene 
tific, ond that is — I neon those of you who have had any train- 
ing in social science at tue college level ust have coe across 
that opinion, And the otner ~= that is tue acadewic prejudice 
&aiust Aristotle e- but tacre is a noneacade,ic prejudice a(oir5t 
aristotle, and tl.ut says Aristotle is undemocratic, ond therefore 
nothin, to boast avout, iou I will try to take up these two pree 
Jucices if I can in today’s uceting. 


first, tue ucadenic prejudice against Aristotle or tue difa 
 fereicc between Aristotle and presenteday scientific social scie 
ence, Aristotle's view of tre situation is as I have indicated 
vefore, Political philosophy is identical with political science, 
The stud’ of parties in a given commonwealth does not belong to 

a different discipline than the question of what they call the 
ideal stata. Tne sane discipline must be concerned with both, 
Now this one and the sane disciplins contains within itself wat 
is mow called economics, sociolory, social psychology, theory 

of education, principles of jurisprudence, and what have you, 
Today. we have instead of that a mere coordination of various 
behavioral sciences: sociology, political science, history, econe 
onies and so on, And they are <= now bui they form sone unitys 
otherwise we couldn?t speak of the social sciences, These var- 
ious ovhaviorel. sciences are united by ons of then as the fundas 
nenzal social science and that is controversial, whick it is, 
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Save say soclolocy.  Otuers say noycholo, ye mt sone say ulso, 
there is none of baen can be the basic science. . o o 


(Change of tape). 


Aristotle claias that he looks further afield than the cie 
tizen and even the statesman does, but he looks in the sane die 
rection, lo: what can that mean? If this is tix propers of 
tie citizen and this Aristotle's paenouena, here, Aristovle says 
that @= looks dceper into that ccnter, The position of the uodern 
social scientist is radically different. lot nero =- here, He 
looks fron the outside as a spectator, as an observer, as a con= 
teuplator, as a theoretical man. ile anonymous terns, 
at tne wnole thing, at the whole social reality including the 
citizen's porsocciive, The citizon's perspective is tor hin an 
object of rcsearch as wuch as to say the econaiic resources. ile 
trcats this as one of tie possible subjects of political or social 
science, whereas Aristotle uses, or exercises, this perspective, 
if one can use sar expressi ono ile does not look at it, except 
accidentally, That is only en other side of the phenomenon you 
kno, perhaps, better: that the scientific sccial scientist 
who is up to date conceives of social science as not evaluating. 
The evaluating is dores b, the citizens or by the statemicn, whos ` 
ever tuey iay bes The social scientist does nut cvuluate. l'or 
Aristotle, the social sciontist ia necessurily evaluating, ese 
seutially evaluating. 


now this — in other words, Aristotle tars - I ican, 
Aristotle wus a rather tacoretical nan; ne uid not run for clece 
tive or eppointive orfice ard he did not give political advice 
to Alexander tue Ureet as far as ue know, or when he gave one 
ít was turned down b, this practicing statesman, and there nay 
be a present day political scientist who is terribly active poe 
Jitically =- obviously «= but thet is not with which I an conemed, 
I en concerned now with the approach to social phenomena he has 
while being 2 social scientist and not while being enga,ed, as 
it nay happen, in political activity. I hope that is clears 
In Aristotio, tae approach he has in his copacity as an analyst 
of political phenaiena, not as a politically active nan ee in 
this analysis his perspective is identical, in principle, with 
that of the citizen or statesnan. àn external consequence, vut 
wuicu is very Lilusinating, is this. we will read the Politics 
anl we will not find any technical term, hardly any technical 
term, in tic uhole book, All the terns used by Aristotle which 
dcal with @ vui$ch refer to political or social phenaiena — are 
cll "common sense terns," tems used by citizens on the market 
pisce or by sparen "An caocinets of kings or what have you, 
unereas, it is the essence of present dey social science to 
abound witha nent terms, iow that tiese technical ternis are 
put back into tne market and then very invocent people use them, 
naye, even in election spoeches and so on, I know, iut thet 
doesn't do away with the fact that they originate in the schools, 
in ihe zcaücuiez, whereas for Aristotle just the opposite is true, 
The ter-noloiy is of wurket place origin and is clarified, to 
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sax extent, in its scadenic use, but it is fundaientolly the 
727 qne tuird point uhich I would Like to mention is this, iodern 
^"* ‘goelal scicnce as it.is now understood conceives of itself as 
essentially dependent on nutural science, whereas stotelian 


low that is a icult questions ue p n of it before 
in our discussion and lot e first develop this point. How does 
it cone? raa which point of view can we understand it? low 
Aristotle's political scicnes starts frai a orenise whicn he doe 
velops to sone extent at the beginning of his Politics, that there 
4s an essential difference between men ani brutes, an essential 
difference, lian has a certain character or characteristics which 
no brute possesses. That is <= everything is involved in that 
little propcsiticn. Nou when we socak today of natural science 
we ean tacreby, in thc first place, tic science deolin; wita 
the subehmien, aninate or imaninats., What Aristotle iuplies is 
that our understandin; of tae subeimmian, aninate or inaninate, 
is of very linited use for the understanding; ot what is charace 
teristically human. <And-pojitical life, surely, is characterise 
tically huun, When ve spesk of political matters we presuppose, 
in ordinary laruese, the easentiai difference between men and 
brutes as a matter of course, If I may use an exauple which I 
nay have used once too oftems when President lioosevelt spoke of 
the Four Freedous and nontioned song then the Frecdaa fron want 
everywhere, What did he mean? Did he ican freedaa from want for 
all tigers, rats, skunks? 1.0 -= of course only for human beings <= 
sure, Oo licors, tigers, rats, siunly don't count in this contexts 
ue tare tuat for (ronted. That is -e and Aristotle would say 
we take it rightly for granted because there is an essential dife 
feronce ociyeen ien and brutes cud we cannot - it doesn’t uae 
sense to speak or the rijhes of brutes in the sare way in waich 
oue can speal: of the righte of men. low, science ~e this crucial 
presupposition of our present-day social science is based on a 
preuise wnich is today obscured by a great sophistication, but 
this science uméerstands, it suys vasicully: to understand saeu 
thing ueans to understand iis jenesis, to understand its cauing 
into ooinge Therefore, tue essentially human or what we ordine 
[ arily understand by the essentially human is not understood 1f 
it is understood as essentially huan, It is understood only 
if it is umierstood as having cue into being, and that neans, 
of course, as havin; cone into being out of the non-human 
ix hunan to tne non-huuan, to tne sube 
Inzaa2ne 
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It means -- in other words, Speaking caumonesensically, Scie 
entific umerstandin,, is esscnbially, according to this nodern 
notion, to understand the higher in the light of the louer, low 
if you vake these tuo schools which exercise such a very great 
influence on social science, Marx and Freud, you see that almost 
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diumediately. Phat iu an obter pt to understan! E higher in 
the light of tin louer, a 


| Low the ubole Aristotelian ee iuplies tuat nan is 5 highc : 
er than the brutes and that that which distin uishes nan from the 
brutes, if hc takes it in its purity, isolated, is the end of 
nan, thc purpose, tic poal of man, In other words, what Aristotle 
Says is on is, af coursc, also — has nany thinjs in ca-:on with 
tae brutes naiumally: cating, digestion, propagation ami sucho 
sian bes many purposes, many ends, but there is an order of these 
ends and the highest place anong these ends is occupicd by that 
end thich is purely hwan, which transcends te bestial, There 
is — this one specifically human end is the one thing needful, 
if ue can use this Lew Testament expression, and hence it is the 
one over-arching end, Lou since tiere is a variety of cnds taere 
is, in principie, a variety of practical sciences dealing with 
the procureunent of these ends, Jut there nust be an order of 
these sciences and at the top of tie order we find tiat practical 
science which is dedicated to the highest end, Therefore, the 
hierarchic order of tue social sciences with political science 

a aaa philosophy at tæ topo 


_-. - NOW, in order to illustrate againg here, the difference, 

tne radical diffcrence between Aristotle and present duy political 
science is, of course, as I mentioned before the so-called facte 
Value distinction. io distinction between good and bad ends, 
between natural ond unnatural ends, however you call it, vetueen 
higuer aud lige exis is scientifically issue Low this ig 


physics, vecause IG 16 quos 
and dcos no arise, othor Words, tuicb is nob a di 

a zcethodolopciczi or other penius. It was in the cards fron the 
sae beginning d social scicnce modelled om physics would be 
as value free 23 physics. The interesting question is why it 
took suca a lom tine until it vecme accepted, and you know it 
did not becasc accepted, this distinction, ubil about 30 or hO 
years agoe Ib cergos about 70 years ago, wut very slowly and 
not in this coumtry, and it is only about 30 years that it has 
becoz tie cemcrally accepted doctrine. ut this nuch only in 
an illustrative way regarding the fundascntal differences between 
Aristotle's palitical science and present day political science. 
har let us see wnucthcr tuore are soie points which need furtüer 
discussions I san, which are felt to need further discussion 
today. ‘hey need further discussion at every point, 


"You nentioned ;roud and iiQrx as exauples of evaluating 
the hiner by the lower, but it seeng tiere ore ends exe 
plicit in inese tuo." 


Absolutely, and you know, iiarx wrote =~ conccived his notion 
of social scicmec, if you can call it that, around 1018. You 
know, And Srowd conecived iv round 1905 or so. These -e method- 
Olo;ically, they are old fo.sys. ‘this e- tne value-free social 
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Science does not sten fro; ilurx or Freud. I nean, not that taey 
did not have sore inference of that, out they were not =e bnat 


. ! gars frou an entirely differcnt point. I can toll you tie story, 


the main story; it's very simple. It cierged under the influence 
of Yietzsche, ilieteche himself was not u volue-froe social Scie 
entist but soachoay a part of his teaching led to that. And now 
I cone to thoughts which I learned from Arnold irecht's Political 
The a book oi avout six hundred ages which has the creat 
norit of giving a straightforward history of this distinction =- 
you know, the fact-valuo distinction =- and it seems that tic 
first sian who uade it in thc context of social science was George 
Simvel, a German sociolopgist; sone of his works have been trans- 
lated into English; 1092, that’s the first tis. Jut the nan 
who really trumheted it in the world and made it fanous und so 
tuat all people vno still evaluate it have the feeling that they 
are «= Jack intellectual probity; that was not Simmel. That was 
Hux kever, whose vorxs uere translated into Lnglish in the 20s 
if I rerenber well, I think vas around, first 

And now it is absolutely in control in tie Western world, this 
view, And it was long e- there are various different versions 

of that. Prior to Hax Weber, if you want to speak of tint -=~ 
prior to lax Wever’s influence I think the greatest power in the 
An-loeSzxon world was a kind of modified utlliterianism, I mean 
tie people who spoke of the greatest happiness ol the greatest 
nuiber « you must have heard tuat. And you must.bave heard of 
people who spoke of provress, and of underdeveloped countries. 
have you beard that expression? Waich are all value judguents. 
And who spoke of orosperity and'long life and such things as dee 
Sirable things. wid you know tnat there were once sucn fogeys 
who had a jreat influence on social science? That all existed, 
vut that, in tæ last thirty years, that hes disappeared and is 
permitted only on the margins or unen these sanc people take poe 
litical action, but as social scientists you can?t do this, That's 
a long history and it's realiy difficult io understand uhat this 
valueefree social science neans, but it is, undentably, today 
the acceptea nethodolopy,. I wean =e by accepted, I mean, pencrally 
accepted. And surely you are perfectly rijht. .iarx aml treud 
aro ovoluatin; all the time, vut they are not of the looo ouublc 
ee in other vords, the understanding of the higher in terns of 
the louer does not as such mean value-free, but it is a pert of 
it, of this development. Now, someone wanted to say somethin,?? 


Cw. 888 Me 4g Hw 


Yes, sure, absolutely. The same is done by Aristotle, but 
Aristotle would say you don't have to think of very high and sophise 
ticated tiings. for exanple, one possible object =e I mean out 
of tue realm of possible objects == now let me give you an example 
a» 2 horse, everyday object, When you look at a horse with the 
eyes of a hunter, and on tre other hand, with the eyes of a farmer, 
one can rigntiy Say these are points of view extrancous to the 
horse, The evaluations ubica iss humer ar the farmer puis on 
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the horse ore extraneous to tie horse, Can one say that? Good, 
But what avoui the chair? If you take ~- I mean, if you look 


cab a chair as a horse, but cre you look al the chair and one 
lE fom to find out about the chair 1s, of course, to try to sit 
"^en it, because chairs are nade fur sitting on then, not for look- 


‘ing at then. Low you try to sit on it and then you fall down 

and then yo: say it is a broken chaire You can. even ee if you 
uant to use wery hiphefalootin words =~ you can say it is a value- 
less chair or simply, a worthless chair, Then you dont say Sme- 
thing which is not pertinent to this chair here, As a chair it, 
as it were, pretends to be a thing on which you can sit and it 
disappoints that Icgitinate expectation, That is as much a part 
of the story as to say it istrosm or it is — has a circunference 
of so and so many irches and what not. That you could say, In 
other words, object is a very vast thing. There are such ovjects 
and taere arc such ovjects. And the objects of the practical 
sciences ee that is what Aristotle contends — not only chairs 
which are == tat is a very limited thing -- I mean, naking of 
chairs, The nore imortant thimss-are, of course, tho political 
thinvs, But all these tnings essentially belonging to human ace 
tion -e essentially belonging == She horse does not essentially 
belongs only accidentally it can be used by man. Belonging ese 
sentially to hunan action are casentially for something and must 
be judged accordingly, So tere is no ee I nean, if you, if a 
nan gave a description of broken «chairs, for example, or broken 
Cars -— you know, these collectioas of broken cars you see in 
certain razed areas around the city and so forth =» someone can 
make this az object of contenplatxon =» as heavenly bodies <<. 
there are Sore painters who try to do this kind of thingy. You 
know? But tst becomes saiethine different, You know, the paine 
ters always try to convey a messzge which has no longer so nuch 
to do with the broken cars as what broken cars and such an gassene 
bly of broxem cars could mean to men, which is a different story. 
But it is even not the proper atcitude to then, The oroper atti= 
tude to them is to throw then out and to think, perhaps, that 
their disposal may be a deliberative disposal, but that is not, 
in itself, a theoretical object, 


(Inaudible question). 


Hany things, Surely I have jiven that some thought and I 
could, perhaps, give a lecture om this subject, Sut let ne re- 
peat one thing which I stated, I think, relatively elaborately, 
and tuat is this, We may assume bnat present day social scierce 
is basically sound, We are stiti under an obligation to undere 
Stand it — understand the whole sroject, not this and that pare 
ticular hypsthesis. This cannot os done if we do not understand 
the alternative bscauss tbe alternative and the experienced ioile 
ure of the alternative enters into the very fabric of present 
day sccial Science, mmber ons, Humber two, and that I did not 
elaborate in any way ~= I mean I did not even say a word about 
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it, I bclicve = is that ayse this Deda project of scie 
entific social science suffers fron very creat defects, and tire- | 
fore we should look around for an oltemmtive, and tie i108t prue | 
dent procedure would be an alternctive whic. was sufficiently | 
elaborated So that we can sce what praises, if any, it holds | 
cub, And that =e Aristotle would there be tle natural for that 
purpose because of tle conprchensive character of his teaching 
But I didn't ro into that today. 


( Inaudible response fru. student). 


Yes, but you sce, as I indicated in ny caveret with 
this gentleman — I forget your nanc at the nomente [Grccnstone/. 
My difficulty is tùise That is a goody prudential procedure, 
to say lct us get in sone fresn blood frau another source, but 
in theoretical matters that obfuscates clarity, I think it is 
really theoretically necessary, if the foundations of present 
day social science are unsound, to look for other foundations 
and try to imtegrate the good ~e or tolerably good things which 
were developed on the new basis into an Aristotelian frauework - 
rather than the other way around, That is, theoretically, morc 
Pasio OG UOE S. | 


" ufa this theoretical consideration of Aristotle's teuche 
ing, is the question of the true political teaching a 
theoretical question only or must you then consider also 
the practicci -~ u 


kuat do you ncan? I believe I understand what you mean, 
gut I would làxe to find out wuetuer it's true, llow do you mean 
thet? | 


“When we consider Aristotle as a politics] taeorist and when 
we consider tie question whether or not as a political thee 
orist Lc may give a true or correct political teaching, how 
do we evaluate the truth or correctness of his political 
teachings?" 


I see — whether the theory corresponds to the facts. 


“hen we consider this correspondence we necessarily, then, 
take into account the consequences of the teaching," 


How do you mean that? The consequences for what? 


"ihat?*s anothcr question e» whether the consequences of the 
teaching are beneficial or harmful, For example, take Harx, 


Sure, naturally; in other words, if one could show that Arise 
totle's teachiny, political teaching, is excellent for producing 
crooks and very bad for producing nice people, then I think that 
Should prove that it's wrong, because a political theory is meant 
to be -- to do good to man, 


E 
"I doubt if you could show anything so specific 28 that, == " 


| Well, I% surprised that you are not in thc political Scie 
ence departuent. Uthemrise you vould say Aristotle didn't have 


: an inkling of tac atomic opes All our problens aro problais of 


the atomic ate What can a fellow who lived in an econauy of 
Scarcity, in a predaàninantly apriculturel, and even rather prinde 
tively agricultural vorid -æ what can ne teach us? That is an 
objection which is frequently nade and I don’t believe that Arise 
totle gives us any receipes for how to deal with the Eastern bloc, 
for example, or with the farm problen in this country. Surely 
nob. jut the question is ~~ i mean I didn't speak of political 
theory; I spoke of political science. But if you be wanting to 
use that distinction for a :zoient, then we would, perhaps, say 
this, iron the fact that there have taken place incredible cheXges, 
changes of wnich Aristotle did not have any inkling, it doos not 
yet necessarily follow that the principles are wrong. Maybe ee 
if I may again use sasewhat loose lanpuzge - mayoe the spirit 
for handling our situztion is as the spirit the same in which 
every situation should be namlied. Or to say it more theoretically, 
every political situction, however unprecedented, has sonethinr 
in ecnnen with 213 political situations. Aristotle's political 
situation, the situation with vhich he was foniliar, had one thing, 
surely, in conmon with our political situation, and tnat was that 
it was a political situation, meaning by that, that was a situas 
tion of nen who had 2 ccrtain understanding, for exanple, of tie 
division of payer both uitain the city or stote um internatione 
ally, and of tie intentions of tix various cities and their proe 
cllvities ani uat not. And nou I cone to the crucial point. 
And ue are absolutely uncble to predict in the decisive resvect 
and tuat is tae sa: situation in which we still ere. Lou if. 
we aro unobic to predict in tie decisive res p think of this 
very Sinple thing, biat the future of the human rece will depend 
considerably on whether there will be thermeenuclear wars or not, 
lio one can make a predictian on this absolutely crucial point. 
lio onc. One can say unlikely, to be sure, but everyone who 
thinks aout teat says granting cven that neither of the atomic 
people wants to hzve tlcrmoenuclear war 2t say ge aff 
ES Lecet, This is the really daily terrible situation, So 
you cannot even predict who the next American President will be. 
Not even that. You can have guesses and the guess can prove to 
be right, but you cannot predict this with any certainty in the 
way in wnich I can predict that you and I will die, and scme other 
things, And so, in other words, political situations, however 
the details differ from one case to anotber, ani in sone casas 
the differences are absolutely haireraising, and yet certain fune 
damentals are tne sans, and the most fundamental issues concern 
that -- the most fundancntal things and with which Aristotle is 
concerned, There are otherreesons for that. I mean, another 
reason is this =- to which X can now cnly allude, Aristotle's 
subject, at first clams, seens to be that thing, polis, which 
I will translate citys; that was not a prejudice cf Aristotle | 
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"because he just ha, Jpemod to Jive in a society in which the city 


= : i was the predominant fom of social organization, Aristotle had 
E = avery =~ cives a very philccopiie reason already. In other 


Ne 


words, polis is for Aristotle a »nhilosojyhic concept and to say 
the Greek city-state shows a deplarapic lock of understanding. 
The city is thc oreferred forn of human siet 9 quite regardless 
of wheter you can nave it cveryunere on tie love or nots say 
on the torth Pole and 30$ that’s uminterestiny. but it is the 
preferred form of social organization. Une reason is this; no «e 
the reason is this: it is thc natural form of associution, Now 
wey it is nzturol - of ccurac, not vecause Creeks arc accustomed 
to that; that would be absurd; but because it is large encugh 
go that all husn or natural purposes oi ren can be savisfied 
not too iare so that the nere bulk might prevent tre proper 
solution of these srobleise- And one can state it descriptively, 
as {[oliows,. A society in Which everyone knows evoryone t lse is 
too small for fulfilling ali purposes of men, verforming all 
-unctions of nene, A socioty in which most makers do not have 
any personil knowledse of most other members is nuch too large 
because then you make rll real decisions on the basis of very 
insufficient knoviecse. Sar exinaple, if you clect the people 
. Vo governing offices. Tue rigut nean is tue society in which 
everyone «mows a ucrsoml acquaintance of everyone else gu that 
if sorvone is runnin; for election you have a reliable way of 
finding out about tiem, and nct too mall == this uas the logice 
In otier words, bnat was despised as a siliy prejudice and .iobles 
ond such secgle scorned tit and yet in our socicty suddenly ee 
ond Aristotle called tic ower thing which was unbearably big, «= 
he called e- Vit 2 vord witch also plays a certain 
role in the itiblica’ tradition cs you know; it so happens e 

=> Lic Dij city uuere no onc knows one another really; 
and were 211 Hinds of terrivic tüuin;s can uc on, and no ore is 
auare of tuen. And that was old-fashioned -e city, in otier words; 
also the whole bing. Jut nau, what is the proulon of tac netro- 
politan areas, except in a emiplicated, roundabout way a return 
to &ristotie?s brobiem? Ari don’t think that I, who somehow have 
Uca love for Aristotle, say that, Other people who ure studying 
this urban Pro SA are compelled to noe the Aristotelian model | 
in order to articulate this problem of the netropolitan area, 
So this e that ig not ore iy ex» NO Parier thinker’ however creat, 
eon iLp us in the solution ror present day 3roblens for tus same 
reagon for wanien Aristotle couldn't solve tic provlem of any of 
you if you livod cont. Soma with him. For example, whether 
you snould marry or r Ota Arístotle could really not solve bhat 
problen, He could heip you in clarifying your mind about it. bd 
the jump has to be mode by the in ~iividue'l, And the same applies 
of course also to political ratters, That could not be dors, 
but Aristctie nignt very wail have been more enligktenizz about 
the princi iss then cthers. T 526. you musi -» I suggest also 
er CCLADASCOTQU7U a very exiraorcinary enge if you 
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look at the grest - -bhe clossiss -<= at the faaous political works | 


wrivten tircvghout tic eves, T think there are only two which ` 
dead in ee fcr nolitical purposes, social purposes, with ail relse 
vane considerations, Yor example, you canno say tuat Locke, 
in the Treatise of Goverment deals with alie He deals with a 
Very narrou, seb G3 ue sas ib, buc contre issus, but not with 

o lic wrote bis treatise, his 
Ictsers on toloraticn is an entirely different thing and =- to 
Say nothin; else, Thore are only two and Asistotie’s Politics 
is the ancient one, ami tho nodern equivalens =. I think Eis only 
ene is Homtissmiients Coiurit of Lave, which nas the sare oreacca. 
and that is au porgar consiierazion, I don't say thus it is 
the ordy one, bus on Lxnocbteno tonsideraticon whether possono in 
tryang to urncsrstand pollsvical phencrena really emvers wita the 
mEceseyry commictence:s into the sesshinys. aristotis does that. 


Nomcsauszeu caus thai. I don’t believe onyom on inc saie licvel 
ew Lean Scisono who writes a kiri of text cock, perhaps even 
a cnjlostive text boa, could, of course, in zn encyclopedia uay 
desk. Ushi uita that. ont tuat an individual with a first rate 


ES e»t bL. oam eons eum Ma JA nV. xu a z $4 3.9 
mini and vits ee TYi5:90 rersisate tac tholo in all its inpbcre 
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Aristotle's Politics: Lecture 2, March 31, 1900s ilD33IIIG 


CERERE EHE BB BBE 
Aristotle's Politics: locture 3, April 52 1900 


I donft Imaw wietucr the uain fostures or Aristotle?s argue 
sent in tais part of tie Politics has becone clear to those of 
you who have not read, aswe are supposed to have read, tnis parte 
As tne question which Aristotle has described at tne beginning 
tue relation of the solis to the primery asscciation, and the 
most important prinary association is toe household because a 
willare is superseded by tha polis, You cannot live in a villae 
ani ina polis at tue sav time. Jut the household remains. 
While being a .w:mber of tic polis, you are also a wemver of the 
household. ‘therefore tue Aousehold is wore important, the most 
inoortent of tae priory associations vecause it survives in tne 
polis. And now Aristotle speaks, then, of the household first 
ar iure precisely, of the art of uanaring tie household. The house» 
hold is called == nany thim;s tie aousehold is culled in Greek 
=. Soaethin; like oikos is the household, and olkonume is the 
MAMMA of tse housshold, That's the origin of our tern 
economics. So we vin, then, use the word the economic art, but 
we must understand it as Aristotle means it. The ccononic art 
is tic art of manaping tre household. | 


Now the househcid consists of two parts, obviously: hun 
veins and beings which are not huan, either antuate or inaninite, 
aud the nost inportant part is, of courses, tue art of wanaving 
tuc hwan beinjs, ard this asain is subdivided into two ports: 
the art of ianajing tae free human beings, tnis is tuc wife and 
tex children, and the unfree port are the slaves, There is 9e 
So to repeat, the mein part of menaciny; a household is the manage 
ing of hunan bsinga, but that does not exhaust the art of mane 
ing the household, cecause these people must also eat, to take 
tue nost elemenmary thouvht. Therefore it is his function saise 
hos to supply food for then and, of course, also drink and shel» 
ter and so, but tnat?s clear, iow let us call inis tue art of 


acquisition because acquisition is even involved in a scnse, even 


you have an inherited estate, because still soncthing has to be 
done to get this year's prcduce, iov this art of acquisition 


is absolutely essentiol to the art of managing tae household, 


bert subordincts because we do not live in order tu eat, out we 
eat in order to live. nl the difficulty which arises here on 
tuis lovcl is this: by sow strenge accident, lct us say tco begin 
with, it happens that wany people say the art of ucquisiition is 
the art of making noney. And Aristotle regards Luis as an atroe 
cious error, 2S a perversian of sauething or other. Therefore, 
Wie discussion of ucuzy maxing plays such a great role, If men 
Were sensibis tact would not oe necessary, but unfortunsiely, they 
are not sensipie and toerefare this great error is to be discussed 
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^" ab great length, This is the nain subject of this part: the dige 


"TTL €4netdon between tic gencral art of acquisition, tue natural art 
L" ef acquisition, end zn unnatural art. iow we must read sone of 


these sections in the text. Tnut is indispensible, Well, we 
do not have to read everything. Perhaps 1256a15, on pare 219, 
avout ten lines fron the top. d 


"That tic art of household manacenent is not identical 
with the art of acquiring property is osvious." 


Yes, or with the art of acquisition, I would say ~e all right. 
"It is the function of the latter si:ply to provide, but 


imas tttstusoeradi ug 


it is the function of the former to use, ọ o o" 


In other words, We acquire in arder to use and therefore 
tue higher thing, tiat in tue service of which acquisition has 
its basis, is use. ` nat the nanaper of the household ius to do 
is, chiefly, to take carc er tic woper use of the acquisitions. 
Well, for example, to take care bnat people don't ruin tie fure 
niture and pot tho right kind of food aud are properly baien care 
of, The acquisition is only subservient, but indisponsible, 


"for uab art can there be, other then taat or household 
nanagcnent, Wich will doal with the use of tic rcsources 
of tuc housenold? ut the question whetaer the art of 
acquisition is a part of it, or a separable art altorether, 
is one unica acuits of a divergence of views. If 2 man 
who is engaged in acquisition nas to consider fro. wat 
different sources ne can vet ;oods and property, and 

if property and wealth include many different parts 

we shall first have to consider whether farmin, 

is a part af the art of acquisition, or a separate 

arts indeed we sball have to ask that question generally, 
in regard to all nodes of occupation and gain unich are 
concerned with the provision of subsistence, This leads 
‘to a further ooservation,. There are a number of dife 
ferent modes of subsistences and the result is a number 
of different ways of lifo, both in the animal world and 
the human, It is inpossinle to Live without means of 
subsistence; and in the ania world we may notice that 
differences in the means of subsistence have produced 


consequent differences in Ways of life," 


So now that is a very broad question, this question which 
searinuly oolon;s only to tue household, the question of how to 
acquire food. in the first place. This affects the whole way 
of life of men amd tnerefore ii aflects the polis too. Aristotiles 
Will, then, go into the various forms in which men can take care 
of their focd and ta2 outcome, aizncugh not explicitly stated, 
is this: that there is oriy one way of supplying food, as general 
| Way, for tne community, waich is anpropriate to the city, ard 

this is agriculture. But he leads up to that. Se that =- in 
i : \ 
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Other vords, that has a very dii consequence m€— the penis. 


iv: Aristotle enters into it, low let us read thate 


"Sone aninals live in herds, und others are scattered in 
isolations according as they find it convenient for tue 
purpose of getting subsistence == saie of them being 
carnivorous, sax herbivorous, und some, again, oonivorous. 
‘Nature has thus distinguished their ways of life, with u 
view to their (reatcr coufort-and their better avtaimuient 
of what they meed: indeed, as tie same sort of food is 
not naturally ayrceaole to all tue memers of a class, and 
as different sorts suit different species, we also find 
different ways of life even inside the class of carnivore 
ous aniis =a and equally in tnat of the herbivorous «e 
distinguishing; species fron species, ‘hat is true of anie 
mais is also true of men, Their ways of lite also differ 
considerably, ‘he most indolent are the pastoral nomads, 
They acquire a subsistence un domestic aniuclo, at 
their leisure, and without any trouble; and as it is necose 
gury for their flecks to nove for tue sake of pase 
“turage, trey also are forced to follow in their tracks 
and to cultivate what may ve called a a living and nove 
inv, farne" 


Thoilication is they can never live in a polis because 
tacy have ‘to live through change in their deaicilis 


"There are others who live by huntings and of theses, ugain, 
ticre are different kinds, according to their different 
nodes of hunting. omc live by being freebootcrs: sone, 
who live near lakes and narshes and rivers, or by a sea 
which is suitable for the purpose, gain u livelihood 

by fishing; others live by hunting birds or wild aniuwls, 
ost nen, however, derive their livelihood fron the soil, 
and from cultivated plants," 


So in otncr words that — and they are <= these last class, 
the agriculturers, are those from which the citizens, the inhabe 
tants of a polis, stem, The polis is a canmumity tnat is nene 
tioned here oniy at tne beginnio2z, but that goes without Saying 
throughout the book; the palis is a cammnity orinarily of agri- 
cultural people, ‘that doesn't mean that each one has to do the 
faruing nirself, Je can have servants and so, to do it, out the 


Source oi livelihood is farming, Yes? 
duosbloni “hut is a freebootor?" 


BRoober, rooter, Barker was a very delicate Englishman, and 
robber vould perfectly do as a translation, Rovbery ee we cone 
to that question of robbery later, Yes, You see also thai 
aristotle distinguishes the voys of life in a manner which might 


rezinl you, and may have renindsd Mr, p OF Harso The econ- 


aaisc conditions determine the way of life. That could almost 


—~ 
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‘be read out of ita We have to uke one correction immediately. 
.. What determines the way of Titec according to ciarx, and wnat ace 
cording to Aristotie? low does ilarx call tuat basic stratun 
which, according to hin, deteriines tne whole hunan life? Proe- 
duction, Aristotle doesn’t speak of production, Aristotle speaks 
of food or sustcnarmce, That is important. Am as second point, 
of course: Aristotle never that tais | 
rng else, lie only says t it is one eak or rather, 
Speak nore in the manner of Aristotle, is one condition, You 
cannot have a polis without agriculture, but you can have agrie 
ae culture without a polis, And moreover you can have an apricule 
ture and a good noiis, or an agriculture and a bad. polis, and age 
viculture of this type aud of that type aml so one Agriculture 
is only a condition, not a determinant. Yeso And you see throughe 
out the emphasis on nature, Just as nature assigned, ag it were, 
to the different species of animals different food, a similar 
division is effected by nature regarding men. Scme are nomade; 
others are fishers; others are robbers; others ore farmers, Yes. 
Now is there another point you would like to bring up? Ue must 
put theenphasis on tle big things. Yes? 


(Inaudi:le question). . 


Yes, The word econailc conditions is so ambiguous, That 
is tie reason why I brought in Narx, cJconowic conditions may 
sean the modes of production, as Marx. 


(Student responds inzudibly), Yes, the ways of petting 
food. (Student: "Can that determine tie way of life?) To sone 
extent, yes. Yes, but it is morc precise to say it is a ae 
tion. It is somthing ul thout which the polis is not 
but it does not give the polis its character It does oe eve 
as Such, necessitate the voiis because tuere are trices, ugricule 
tural tribes, who have no <= Wno live in villages, and have no 
polis, That's also possible. It's only a minimum conditions 
without z,riculture you cumot nave a polis. And what Aristotle 
is going on to say in tbe ssouels while ajriculture is absolutely 
essential and hcaliny, trada ‘is a problem, To sane extent it 
is necessary. Aristotle adnits that. But it must be subordim t6, 


in the overall picturs, to-arvriculture. h:t is also Plato's 
view and we must cone tothat later, how iet us.go on where we 


Jeft off, 
"The different ways of life (ct any rate if we take into 
k » account onl; those who follow an occupation dependent on 
nam: their am Javours, and do not provide thenselves with sub» 
meee SSvence, may be roughiy classified as five — the pastoral, 
rads the j fuming, tue fresbootin;, thc Lishingzs o e o" 


Yes, out why ~- he chumes the arder without anything ee 
toe nunadic, thud of the roocer, the fishemun, tue hunter and 
the farmer, Yes? 


®3ut there are saw wao live cofortably by ncans of a con- 
olnation oi different methods, and who eke out the shertconingsa 


of one vay of life, when ET tends Vo fall snort of being: 
sufficient in itself, o e o” 


a 


Yes, well I understand nou. in other words, you can mix 


LO) tase various ways. Yes? 


O ĦA, o e by adding sow other way. Yor exanple, some combine 
the pastoral way of life with the freebootin;s others cme 
bine farming with the Life of tim chase; and sinilir couol- © 
nations may Similarly be nade of otier ways of life, as meds 
and tastes impel ncn to shape ticir lives, 

“Property of this order is evidently given by nature 
to all livin. veins Se oè o ec l 


Yes, by nature herself; that?s emphasized, 


“fron the instant of their first birta to the days when 
their growth is finished. here oro anilu-1s wuich, when tin:ir 
oifsprin: is born, brin; forth along with it food enoujà to 
su port it until it cun provide for itself: this is tue case 
with insects waich. reproduce thenselves oy grubs, and with 
aninals which do so by eyjpse Animals unich are viviparous 
have food for their oifsoringz in thensclves, for a certain 
tine, of tre nature of wazh is called milk.” 


The nature oZ the so-called milk. You see, Aristotle steps 
outside for a way where it says — speaks then of the so-called 
miik, You see, 28 if he did not know of it; everyone knows ef 

| milk, That is now utterly understood milk, We undere 
stand really what we nane by that word milk which we use thoughte 
lessly ali the tine, In other words, the fact that, for example, 
human beings = the mothers of human beings are supplied with 
nilk for taking care of the babies, That’s the clearest case <= 
most familiar to all of us «= of how nature supplies the proper 
food, That's not a human contrivance, in other words, And Arise 
totle says something like this obtains even for nen fron -- later 
on, Yes? 


"It is equally evident that we must believe that sinilar 
provision is also made for adults. Plants exist to jive 
Subsistence to animals, and animals to ive it to men, 
Animals, when they are domesticated, serve for use as 

well as for food; wild aninzis, too, in most cases if not 
in ali, serve to furnish man not only with food, but also 
with other ccaforts, such as the provision of clothing and 
Similar aids to life, Accordingly, as nature makes. o o o" 


If, if, if — that's a crime, You see why that is a crine") 
wn because as states it as a fact; if states it conditionally. / 


“Accordingly, if nature nakes nothing purposeless or in 
vain, all animals nust have been made by nature, o o ," 


No. Purpeseless is also not correct -~ rothing incamicte, 
which of course, is not quite true; as Aristotle says, p parure, 
maes many mistakes, There are people born without sight and so 
on end so on, oOo he makes it -— I sean the statezent is rather 
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extrene for Aristotle, uut Jurker mares. it still nore extreme. 
We will coe it when We ire ‘throughs 


t, o o all aninals mst Lave been wade by nuture for the 
. gake o; nene It ¿lso follous tua? tuc art of var is in 

sa sense a naturul node of cequisition, iuntin; is a 
part of taat art; and aunting oujht to vc pructiscd -o not 
only a,;ainst wild animals, out also a;a2inst hun zcin;s 
W..9 arc intended by n.ture to be ruled uy others and ree 
fuse t. obey that inteation -9 becauso war of viuis order 
is naturally just," 


Yos. lei us suon hore. Low tuat is a very streuze State- 
womb; isnt*l it? I mean, a very simplistic teleology: tic lions 
zeve been created for the sakc of man and the poisonous snakes 
have been created for tie sake of man. Well, probably =~ pcrhaps 
you can uct so. medicine out af tnc poison or we can hzve very 

carpets fraa the skin of lions or what. What does he „can? 
uow the stateucnt deviates radically frou what Aristotle says 
in his biological writings. There is no end of an aninal of 

- aux species outside of thut Suscies, ‘vhe horse is want to be 
a horse and not for hunan use. ‘the rattlesnake is meant to be 

-a rattlesnake and nothin; else., So that is 2 creat proolen =e 

why Aristotle introduces here tnis extrene statement in which 

he admits not only the internal teleology, if one can call it, 
nopely that the stomach, for example, of a lion is useful, necese 
sary for the lion and his living. out it's useful for saaetning 
outsides of the lion, nanely man, That is a very great question. 

Vhat does he nean by that? 


(Student responds inaudibly), The species: that's the ine 
portent thingo The horse does not live nerely for its om Bake, 
fran Aristotle*s point of view, but it lives, also, and ia ae) 
for t.e Species: namely to propagate another horse, 


Students "iiow which is the primary instance of the horse as 
such: its own self, or the species as such?" 


Well, the two things are really inseparable in Aristotle's 
view, and one could say the emphasis is on the generation of bee 
ings equal to it, The horse generates a horse, I mean, you see, 
the fact that the desire for selfepreserwztion and the desire 
for:the preservation of the species, Now there are certain signs 
ef that. For example, the latter is called in the case of man, 
love, and that has given <- naturally gives rise to poetic presene 

Station of love. It is much harder to giva a poetic presentatien 

i of the desire for fosd than the desire for procreation, That 

_is not a proof, wi it is only an indication that even in cur 
ordinary understanding we admit that this precreating is of a 
higher dignity than the mere preservation of the individual. 
And it is also indicated by the fact that the pleasures deriving 


A 


fron thcse tuo =~ or connected with these tuo desires ore so much. 
nore intensive in tho one case than in the otner,. so that fron 
Aristotle's point of view the procreation of the species =e that 
has sonething to do — propagation has something to do with etere 
nity, to put it very simply. Alsays,. ‘Whereas, Selfepreservation 
n we nore selfepreservation of a nortal being cannot hove 


| : t9 GO Wiba eternity. These are so much the reasons which 
Aristotle has in mind, But the difficulty nere is vais: thc dife 
ficuliy sere is thc external -- the simple and almost unqualified 
statenent of am external eee We nust try to understand 
taat. Yes? 


"Jarker translates it as << he says 'it is equally evident 
thet we mast believe tuat similar provision, e e ,.'" 


Yes, sure, You sc. tne aabicuity. It is uanifest that we 
must believes that we must opine, one could translate, hat shes, 
I nean, tue ome thing seems to convey the notion of necessity’ 
knowledge. Tne other <e tue verb, then, takes it back. There 
are nore indications of it. 3ut let us not =~ let us try to undere 
ctand the thesis in itself, and I think we shoula start in cone 
sidering tuat Zrom the other paralleicy occuring here, ihe other 
parallelcy you must have ocoserved is tue stajssent about robbery, 
robbing. You see, it is very strange. Aristotle thinks that 
trade is soncthing rather low and morally dubious, not natural. 
But roobery is one natural form of gaining one's livelihood. 
not strange? Well, what be ncans by that robbery is, of course, 
how all kinds of things -=> well, hunting, hunting, But that mems 
not only the humtins of animais, but also slave raids, as it ape 
pears. liaturally we have to be decent about it and have to raid 
only such peon3s as are, by nature, slaves, That goes without 
Sayings Jut unfortunately we know that the slave raiders do not 
make these nice distinctions and therefore it seems to bs a rather 
shocking preposition. Now what does Aristotle mean? What does 
he mean? The statement of that external teleology, that 211 plants 
are for the saks of the brutes and the brutes are for the sake 
of nen and thaï is so simply -— you know, no problem, Let us call 
that a simple expression oi the belief in the benefiicence of na- 

Yes, cut that is so, and there is some evidence 
was taught in Greece prior to Aristotle. aut Aristotle makes a 
certain change in that inmediately -= on the surface, That bene- 
fíicent nature also rises war, so this beneficence is not such 
a simple bensficerce. You know, because slave raid is one part 
of the art of war, as he indicates, 


On the other hand, to understand that let us consider the 
alternatives. Beneficent nature authorizes only the most peacee 
ful activities, Then nature would be perfectly beneficent, But 

then you nust be radical, Then you have even to exclude agricule 
ture because arriculture is a harsh thing, That we have forrotten. 
It means violating tho uother erth, Then we mist be radical and 
soy only a nczz33ic, vegetarian life is worthy of mano And we 

P3 have traces of ii at in Plato's Republics in the first city they 

are vevetarian, And of course we have 2180 the peat example 
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of the Hilles Cain and Abel, Aucl being the usiwdic shepherd and 
Cain bein; tie ayriculturalist; ar only the victin of Abel, not 


ol. that of Cain, was ploasin,; to God, And tuese notions we find 
#2; also everywhere. So in Aristotle, in other words, it does not 


vo to that extreme, Jut then ve modem ones siiling aoout these 
pricaitive notions =se we say: well, that's nonsense, to talk of 
beneficent naturc, ature is so far fra: veing veneficent,. It 
is noli,nunt; it is iniuical to ncn, This is not much nore recle 
4stic, Must we not pet cvorythiup fron nature, against her will? 
That notion is iaplied in tic faxj liar phrase, conquest of nature, 
Wuch Aristotle rejects 211 the: tico, You know, he says nature 
Supplies, nuture Supplies; you don't have to fight her. She gives, 
Bub - that is one possibility. And thon soe people will say 
well, that is ruch too aclodraaatio or poctic to speak of nature 
eg the onay, Lot us speak as practical men, and as scientific 
men, of nature us inlifferent. She doesn't turn upon nan, either 
in a friendly or in an inimical way, All rivhts Jct us consider 
that, These peoole say nun is an accident. ian was produced 

by natural forces, but it could hawe happened differently. Sone 
Bittle chance, sligt chance, a couple of xillion years age =~ 
then nan would never have seen the Light of the sun — a nore 

_ accident. But that is the issue, This little thing. Is man 

^ an accident? Isit an accident that taere is a being in the w 
which can beho i)» World? Low, in crder to unders ihis 
cue must consider Arisvotie’s notion of God, 


The Aristotelian God is not Vike the .dibljcal God, ounisoient, 

bri Aristotle thought about God £s difficult, but one thing is 

Tne Aristotelian God is not cunioclent, The Aristotele 
iuc God knous o tae forms, the essences, you can Say, Lven 
that is a problex, but Jet us aamue that. The laws of nature; 
in modern languares not the individuals, not the particulars, 
sum knows both tho Torns and the individuals, the particulars, 
Which is open to the whole as whole, Now 


thet a world which is, without containing within itself a bein 
uhich can See it, which can unc erstand it, is an imperfect wholes 
it is a desert. low maybe orld night abound with lions, 
tigers, rats, vipers, earinss Wet have you? And if there were 
no man there it wouid be a ceser&. Now the medern answer is, 

ef course, well, that is kunan prides. If the faxes could talk | 

, they would say exactly the same shing, The trouble is only the 
faces cannot talk, Therefore this argument is not valid, I mean, 
or even if ít is rore prida, there is some reason for their pride, 
Or in other words it is — inprobably be desoribed as pride, 

This œ therefore ee- if therefore a certain ec ONS cannot a a» 
indifferent naturs would be a natu r 
accident. That is denied by iristotie, Whether that denial is 
GCefensiois or not isa long aqrestacn, but it is a serious cues- 
tion, It’s not some z which oos can dispose of like that, 

And therefore if nature is nob imiifferent to the being of man, 
then ij becomes inovitable to discuss the two sinpie alt ternativess 
Snimisal md benciicenba Arissotle implies an argument wnich shows 
that to understand nature as inlzicaj is indefensible, and one 
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33 
can thou this very aimply in the following way. I use an exame 
ple wich I have used frequently in classes, Those who have  —. — 
heard it are requested to forgive we for tis repetition, À - us 
ninctecnth century writer hus brought out very forcibly the view 
of nature as an enemy, and that was Ielville. tow in ore of his 
novels this passage occurs: sa.cone who believes in thc benefie 
cence of nature, who plays the role of a confidence nan in Mele 
ville's novel, you know because he wants to naw people confident 
in the -bencficence of nature — now biis man soeaks of the verte 
Mcence of nature and then another non — and he says who has 
given you cyes to see all these beauties, ani to which this other 
felles says, an ceulist in Philadelphia. Ny eyes are So poor e 
you know, so poor that I would oe blind if kan art, as disting- 
wished fron nature, had noL piven ue my eyesight. Aristotie was 
fonilier with the fact that nature does not always produce pere 
fect huan specinens. ile was very much aware of it, as we shall 
see, But he said this: look, what did this fellow in Philxdel- 
phia do in curing the defect of your eyes? “tor did he knou that 
it was n defect, except by locking at aneye ubkich was perfect 
by naturc. This art nerely imitates or assists nature, It cane 
not be described as simply acting ogsinst natare, as comuering 


. arpymaent which clains to establish the inimical character of nae 


* 


turce 


[ it. Nature ee the goodness of noiure is presappesed in this very 


| One can therefore state this argument presented here by Arise 
totie as follows. A certain harshness of life which makes it m= 


p cessary for man to violate mother earth by becoming agriculturcale 


\ 


\ 


ist and also to introduce alavery, if a certain kind of slavery, 
is essential to the very goodness of nature. There could not 
j 1 ne his hirhesu faculties, withcut these 


be uan, and man devel 


passion is in liself a passion, an affect, which is as much in 
need of control and «= rational control — as anger or any other 
affect. It is not the guidin; affect of Aristotle, und, in pare 
ticular, not of his Politics, 


Still, this does not quite explain the Aristotelian prefere 
ence, or apparent preference, for brigandage or robbery, 28 dise 
tinguished fren trado, Why has robbery a certain superiority? 
What is characteristic of a robber? He takes away from other 
hunan beings That is very bad, and 80, but $2 has, and can 
have, a certain respectability, Ile doesn’t craw1; surely noto 
He is, in 2 pecultar way, free. I will elaborate that. It is 
found absolutely ineviteble for zen to be dependent on natures 
Bhan cannot be the master of naturs, Even if bs is a master in 
the sense described here: the placts for the sake of the brutes; 
the brutes for ine sake of mang that is noi mas Oper, Dew 
cause he was put into that by nature, So man is dependent on 
nature, essentially, This dependence on nature must be inclu» 
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thon mean, at tie most, that one is not dependent on nen, More 
- precisely: tiat this individual is not dependent on other indie 


viduals, Still nore precisely: that nan is not dependent, for 


Vis livelihood on other ncn!s good will, A man who is dependent 
for his livelihood on other men’s ;ood will is an unfree man, 
lie doesn!t have to be technically a sleve, lie may oe a beggars 
but that is not a form of muan freedom, Now if you look at the 
situation fra: this point of view you see that in this perspece 
tive the robber has an initial advantage over tte trader, The 
trader cannot devand -o ani ne is in this sense subject «= in 
the olden ties mien sociclisn was not yet so ranpant as it is 
now you could see it when entering into any shop. The people 
were excesSively polite. ‘Today they are excessively inpolite 
- because thcy knou they vill not be thrown out for vad service, 
but this excessive politeness is somethin: slovish, squething 
servile fron Aristotle!s point of view, That's not e» please 
don't misunderstand Aristotle to mean that he is in favor of 
gangsteriana, Nos he woulki be in favor of very severe punisüie 
vent for rovoery uithin society, Jut only in this broad consie 
deration ab the bepinning where he does not yet speak with necede 
sary precision 23 to whut is to be done within civil society, 
hc expresses this slight preference, | | 


] 

Now he develops in the sequel the crucial point, because 
the correct question ior Aristetle is the difference between two 
of acquisiticns the na 9 Which the most desirable 
case and also tne nore frequent case is agriculturs, and the une 
natural art, which is trade, What is the distinction betueen 
the two? Let us read the sequel, where we left off, 


"It follows tiat one form of acquisition is naturally a 
part of tne art of household menagenont. It is a fom 
of acquisition, which the manager of a household must 
either find ready to hand, ar hinself provide and are 
range, because ij ensures a supply of objects, necese 
sary for liie and userul to the association of the polis 
or the household, whicn are capable of being stored. 
These are the objects which may be regarded as constie 
tuting true uealth; and tne amount of household propcrty 
Which sufiices for u ;ood life is not unliuited, nor of 
the nature cescribed by Solon in the verse, 

There is no bound to wealth stands fixed for nene? 

"nere is a vouml fixed, as is also the case in the 
means required by the other arts, All the instruments 
needed by 211 the arts are limited, both in nuwer and 
size, oy tle requiruinnts of the art they serves; and 
wealth nay ve defined as a mmber of instruents used 
in a housenold or state, 

"It is thus clear that there is a natural art of 
acquisition which has bo be practised by managers of 
households and stabesmiens and the reason for its exise 
tence is aise clears” 


x 


Yes: this is the conclusion uf the discussion of thc natural 
. avb of acquisition miich is based on this notion of nature of which 


Fi ud I spoke and which leads to shy practical conclusion that the mture 
<= al fom of acquisition, the nost favored form of natural acquisie 
`T tion, is agriculture, lost favored because without agriculture 


you cannot have a polis, You carmet have a polis on the basis 

of nanadic life and of fishers and so on, except very accidentally. 
iow we have to understand that other art == that other possibility 
of understondin:; the art of acquisition. You see already here 

a point. The natural art of seauisition is finite, linited by 

its nature, You camnot ee of course a nan can collect innumerable 
sheep, innumerable forks, innumerable spoons, but that is plainly 
silly. Jut if someone would coliect innuncroeble dollars it is 


not so plainly silly. ‘here is no intrinsic liuit if you lock 

ot money as money, wucreas there is an intrinsic limit if you 

look ab things for use, 1 sean you can have surely a housse | 
ou can o bave another house in the country, but fifteen houses, 

if you are tierce pecplic, does not nuke any sense. Jut this cone 
sideration does not apply to money because of the honopgereiby 

of dollars. One doliar, whether it is the first dollar you have 


or tae forty-millionth, is honogeneous to the first. There is 
no natural Limitation here, Sawone raised his hand — yes? 


Students "The first fork is. tho som as the forty-niliionth 
fork too," 


Yes, but still, what do you want to do with forty million 
forks, if you are three people in your house, 


"Yes bub you have to apply the thing that if you can do 
things with tuo dollars that you can’t do with ono dollor, — 
whereas if you have 2 fork you can’t use a second one to 

. feed the saw msal," 


So that forks are by nature Limited: yes? And you can even 
neke a distinction between forks used for this kind of work and 
that and so on. 


"Hot because they're hoscgensous, but because there's a limit 
vo the mmber you can use at any one tine,” | 


Jut that is precisely what I mean. You can have a very large 
number of objects and still tbere would be a very emell mmber 
of each kinds houses, forks, combs, whatever have you, But reo 
garding money, there deesn’t sneer the difference of kind, I? 
is all of one kind, and thereiare there is no natural. linitation, 
I mean therefore -- that is the basis for the fact that the obe 
ject of avarice is mensy, coas Cr bank noses, and not forks, 
I nean the typical -e look 2t ali tho famous presentations of 
misers in the tradition, I man, ires people who collect forks 
or pancakes, for that matter =- tanere is a famsus story about 
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that «= they aro plainly CraZys. ut the niser who. >. collecta money . 


is not plainly crazy o. Thatis the problene Nas? — 


"I think the point being. — here is — cones out Mon 
he talks about usury, It's that the noney isn’t, in any 

 . sense, real or useful in itself, Isn't that the point 
that’s being raised?" 


That is also a point, vut that = voth things crc comected, 


Tho derivative character of money, the abstract character of money, 


is the reason for tue possible infinity. Nar there was soneor 
else who was displeased with this -e = 


(Inaudinle question). 


Oh well, I don?t lmou this well, but I suppose ycu use a 
different fork for eating a certain kind of fruit cake than for 
a steak. Or an I completely trong in that? I believe it is 

trus, is there someone hare who has upon reality? 
I think it is true, RIDE | E 


. Student responds: "Or the difference i between tablespoons 
. and tea spoons.” ` | LUE 


Spoons, Yes, Yes, but == ch you know that. If you go to 
any restaurang you will see it iomediately. So We can forget 
about that. : 


lio: let us go on, There is another kind of acquisitive art? 


"But there is a second form of the general art of getting 
property, which is particularly calicd, and which it is 
just to call, the art of acquisiticn’,® 


Nos ecquisition is really zst a good ward for that. I would 
call it the ari of nonoy-makinz, 


"Tt is the characteristics of this second firm which lead 
to the opinion that there is no Limit to wealth and prepo 
erty. There are many who hold this second form of the art 
of getting property to be identical with the other form 
previously nenoicued, because it has affinities with it, 
in fact it is not sdanticad. and yet it is not far rao 
moved, The other form previously mentioned is naturals 
this second ferm is not natural, but is rather the product 
ef a certain sort of experience and skiti, 

“We may start our discussion of this form fron tho 
folleiins point ol view, ALL articles of property have 
two possible uses, Esth of these uses belong to tha article 
as auch, but thoy do not belong to iv in the seme manner, 
or to the ssme extent. The one uss is proper and peculiar 
ta the article cercerneds tho other is not, We mzy voz? 

a shor as an ezsapls, Ib can be used bota for vearine and 
for exchange, Lou of those uses are uscs of the sass as 
such, Even the man uno exchanges a shoe, in return ior 


~~ 
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noney or food, uith o person who neods the article, is use 
inj; the shoe as 2 shoes but since the shoe has not been nade 
for the purpose of wein, exchanged, the use which he is nae 
king of it is not its proper and peculiar use. The sae 

is true of all other articics of property." 


low is this cler? . Is.this distinction clear? That every- 
thing of tiis kind of e- wut in principle, everythin; is suscep- 
tible of a twofold uses of its proper use and of the use or it 
whieh is not proper, Not proper does now not mean improper, but 
it ions it's not occulicr to tix thing. You can exchan;e shoes, 
trees, chalk, eyeglasses, what zave you. That applics in tne 
sane way to cveryining, but inen there is also a peculiar or proper 
use for tho tiny: of eycplasses, to see better with; of snses, 
to ve protected a ainsi stones while walking, and 59 on and 80 
on. And tue whol: discussion, later discussion, follows from 
that. See of you will imou that tais is, in a way, tae start- 
ing point of Marx leter on, for his understanding of what counodie 
ties is, camodity es distinguished fron the thin; itself. Yes? 


(Inaudible question). . 


He will say that. ‘Well, you knov quite well that gold has 
a twofold use. You con use it os ornunenb, cud saic people do, 
but it has tiis peculiarity: that it. can also o is fit as a means 
of exchange, more fit than, say, paper, aml that is one great 
- invention of icdern uan: thet he could make paper as a means of 
exchanze. You know, that was a creat feat, that you have sane 
thing which has no intrinsic value whatever and is a means of 
exchangs. sut Aristotle didn't know about that, und whether his 
econazic doctrine has tc be reeuritten for this reason I'm not 
caupetent t say. But Aristotle lived ín a society in which tne 
means of exchange were themselves intrinsically valuable things. 
Jut still, gold as used as a means of exchange is not the sane 
thing as sold itself, unich has also its use values, obviously. 
I nean not only for ornament vut also for useful purposes like 
teeth, for example. Now is this point clear, that everything 
is susceptible of this twofold use, Take the shoemaker: he doesn’t 
nake the shoes for wearing them. Ne mokes the shoes, except pre 
kaps one pair, fron tine to tie, for exebznging then, So he 
uses tue shces for a purpose not peculíar to the shoes, He could 
do tre sane thins also with chajks exchange, Is this clear? 
So baere is se ii is =- exchanging, one could say, is the abstract 
use of the thing, as distinguished fron the concrete use. Yes? 


"Is it totally irrelevant to bring up the point that Plate 
Says tnis is very natural, this is the esseme of being 
naturals io have the snoeneker make shoes because he's 
naturaliy fitted for it, or is that irrelevant?" 


No, 1% must have ee it mrebadly has something to do with 
tiat. but perbess e- do you believe that there is a contradiction 
between Aristotle ani Plato at ihis point? 
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"Voll I dust have the sensed feeling that the fact that 
division of lzbor is, after all tic basis of the exchange 
in the first plece, and since that’s considered so radicale 
ly natural I just have tne feeling tilate o oce” | 


Change of tape)e 


^e e e infinite units of grain to pet infinite other things. You 
will produce grain all the time and wüzb will happen to you? 
Taat is what Aristotle is driving at. What will happen to you? 
You will forget to live veteh beeciing ever better ab acquiring 
and that is an absolutely unnatural life, That is the point at 
which ne 3s driving, Acquisition is essentially scuethinj/ sube 
servient to living, but by the perfectly natural and necessary 
exchange, and even noncy, because exchange would be much too cume 
versonc if there were no money, we create the possibility that 
men becone acquisitors ond cease to be livers, if I may say SO. 
Do youvaderstand? That is tas peint. As lon; ag production 
manifestly serves the purpose of lifs there is no daner} tnere 
is no error possible. Honey creates. the dancer, although money 
itself is imnccent. sut it creates, the dancer which wouldn?t 
.( exist without it. iow he is vorking up his way toward that: 
will you gə on? EE 


"Exchanse is possible in regard to then alls it arises 

fro the natural fects of the case, ond is due to scue 

Xon having wore, and others Jess, than suffices for their 
needs, We can thus see that retail trade is not nsturally a 
part of the art o2 acquisition, If that were the case, it 
woula only be necessary to practise exchange to tie extem 
that zurficed for the needs of both parties," 


In other words, the retail trader is a man who does not ine 
volve trade, whereas fristoile thinks of the case in which one 
neighbor has too much nik and the cther has too much grain aul 
they exchange, And there is no problem hsre, because everyone 
Will not ee no cne will vecanes a mere acquisitor because of this 
inevitable convenience. Yes? 


W3arker nas here in parenthesis tiat if that were the case 
(this is Aristotle) i would only be necessary to practice 
exchange to the extens that sufficed for the meds of both 
parties, and thon Sarker says, “and not to the extent of 

the making of profit oy one of the parties at the exsense 

of the other.® Do you think that that’s a justification -- 7" 


Yes, baat is in a different way -- in different words «e 
what I ssid. I mean that ims ee in obher words, exchanges is not 
necessarily retail =e the retail trader as retail trader lives 
ewe does not ever exchanie and he is speaicine here of neighbors 
who, on occasion, exchanye.o This occasional exchange is inevie 
table. It's inevitable because, let us assume that everyone ms 
the gang pics of land = Jet us take the sinless exanple — the 
sac anount cL cows or sheep or whatever he has ee there is ale 
Ways, by some accident, samc shortage ab one point. sor example, 


39 
tie farmer hes been ill, and couldn't. work properly and — or 
soaethin: else — or they mint bave two children too much ao- 


tere is a shertae, sut they have something else which they: 
can offer their neighbors in exchange. 


mub is the great pert that Aristotle stakes in this that 
sonebody is gaining at tac ia cea of the other, which is 
what Jurker sayso" - 


Yes, that is in the spirit of Aristotle, iwut it is not said 
here, e core to tuat later. Yes? — l 


tIn the first form of esycciation, which is the households 
it is obvious that there is no purpose to oe served by she 
ert of exchange. ouch a purpose only owerged when the scope 
of association had already been extended, Tne nembers of 
the housshold had harea 311 thin s in cxnon: trs nembors 
of thc viige 9 8p aroted fron ons another, had at their 
disposal e mziver of f different thins, which they had to 
exchange usn one another, as need arose, by way of barte 
ee mich as ueny uncivilized tribes still do to this day. 
| 7" On this basis beh which are useful ere exchanged tase 
5 7  g@lves, and directly, fov similar usefil things, but tha 
oo transaction dees not go any further; wine, for instance, 

is given, or take: in return for wheat, and other similar 
comoditiss are similarly bartered for one another, hen 
used in tiis way, the art of exchange is not.controry to 
nature, mor in any Kay a form of the art of acquisition, 
Exchange simply served to satisfy the nztural requirenents 
of sufficiency o" 


In other words, that is not essentially different froa wat 
you do whan wo cultivate your piot andi milk your ccu, That is 
only == there is no essenvial difference, that you get the miik, 
today, fron your neighbor, because your cow, for one reason or 
enother, doesn't function, That is not a fumlanentally changed 
situation. 


ulon the less it was from exchange, as bims practised, that 
tue art of acuuisition developed, in the sort of way we might 
reasonably ecxcect. The supoly of men’s needs cane to depend 
on nore foreign sources, as men began to inport for theme 
Selves what they lacked, and to export what they had in sue 
peralundarce 5 and in this way the use of a money currency 
was inevitably instituted, The reason for this institution 

Ll of 2 currsroy Wes that all the naturaliy necessary comodi 

v ties were not easily portable; and nen therefore agreed, 

for uic purpose of their exchanges, to sive and receive 

Sow: carmcauity which itself belonged te the catezorv of 

useful saings and possessed tne advanty 

handled ior tuc purpose of setting the mecessitics of 


c iid 


life," 


fed 
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You see now: it’s easier to handle gold than cowse Think 


. Of transportation. 


"Such Camodities were iron, silver, and other similar 

netals, At first their value was simply deternincd uy 

their size and weight; out finclly a stomp was irposed 

on the uctal which, serving as a definite indication of 
tle quantity, would save nen the trouble of determining 
the value on each occasion. i 


Yow let us stop here. What Aristotle describes in tne sequel 
is when conce there is such a hoseogeneous elenent, ict it be iron 
to begin with: that doesn?t make any difference == but which is 
exchanptable everywhere and therefore indirectly usable for every 
purpose, Then tho desire for acquisition has no lenger a goal, 

a natural goal, as you have in the case of forks, oi houses, ard 
wuat have you, And therefore this way of life starts =~ which 
is simply the acquisitive life, One can state the Aristotelian 
doctrine as follows, Life is impossible without acquisition, 
Evon if you have as an estate. londed estate, which is sufficient 
for your lifes you have inherited fram your parents so you do 
not acquire a new land or so, Still, the yearly produce hes to - 
be acquired agacin and again, In this sense, acquisition is ese 
sential to huuan life, Lut one thing is the acquisition essere 
tial to human life, An entirely different thing is the acquisi- 
tive life, a life devoted to acquisition so that it forgets life 
itself. And that becones possible only through the introduction 
of nery, and this is a wholly unnatural life, One reason which 
Aristotle gives is later on, It is tnis point: a nan may have 
innumerable coins, goid, and he can starve to death. A famine, 
for example, He refers to thc Creek story of illas: whatever 

he touched becare gold, so even his food becaae gold, ond ho 
starved to death. And the first condition of natural wealth is, 
of course, that 16 keeps you alive by giving you the sustenance 
which you need, Now I nust bring in a wholly extranecus questions 
I mean what is the time because my watch doesn't function, Ten 
past five? Then we have to hurry a bit and read only the most 
urgent posgeces, There is a remark about the infinity which is 
ef some interest, a bit later on, Puregraph 13. 


"IL is a further point of difference that the wealth proe 
duced by this Latter form of the art of acquisition is une 
limited, The ort of medicine recognizes no linit in respect 


of the production of health, and the arts vsersrally acnit 
no limit in respect of the production of their ends Ceach 
see O prccuce iia erd to the greatest possible exe 
tent) =» though medicine, the arts gersrally, reconmrize 
“and pr2otise a limit to ihe means they use to attain their 
ends, Since the end itself constitutes a limit. The same 


is true of the retail forn of the art of acquisition,* 


ja 


iow let us stop iore, Do you nderstand this renurk about 
.& certain legitimate infinity aixi an illegitiriate infinity? 
| a em) orb is, in 2 voy, infinite. ile gives tie exonple of med- 
(72. deine, Ib is impossible to say that a certain, for example, 
77 ' sSuecessful operation cannot be made still cetters still better, 
perhaps only in the form of still more conve nienbs that you can 
do it without havin; so and so many instruments 'üarouna and 30 
ani so many nurses around or to nave tue period of recovery ree 
duced and all this kina of thing, In this sense there is an ine 
ner infinity of art. But this immer infinity has nothing to 
. With 2 bad infinity, namely with the miltiplying of means which 
only obstruct and ere in no way 2 help to the cart. Each art line 
its, both quantitatively and qualitative, the means vnich it can 
use. And the some is true tierefere, also of the economic arbo 
Tuc econcnic art proper sets a limit to wealth, whereas this ace 
Quisitive art of which ue have spoken is, in every respect, ine 
finite, And somewhat later when he speaks cf the reason of this 
disposition, he speaks of theories about living: paragraph sixe 
toen, 


"Jut the funxlaxntél cause of this state of mind is menis 

anxiety about livelihood, rather than avout welleveiny; and 
Since their desire for biat is unlinited, tneir desire for 
the thins thet produce it is equally unlinited. uven those 
Uno do ai ab Welleveing seek the nezns of obtaining physical 
enjoy:xrntSs o e. ." 


Jodily enjoyments ~e I mean that is e Yes? 


"Ho o o and, as what tacy scek appears to depend on the ace 
tivity of acquisition, they are thus led to occupy those 
Selves wholly in the making of money. ‘this is the real 
reason why whe other ard Lower form of tue art of acquie 
Sitlon has core into vogue.  Jecause enjoyuent depends : 
on 2 Superfluity, nen.addross thenuselyves to tuc art which 
produces ti: superfluity necessary to enjoyuents and if 
they cannot Let whet they want by the use of that art ee 
ae {aco the art cf acquisition ee they attamwt todo so by 
if, evi. other neons, usins cach and every cspaciby in a way not 
consonant with its nature. The proper function of couro 
age, for exumple, is not to produce money but to giva cone 
fiderce, Tae sare is true of military and medical ability: 
neither has the function of producing money: the one has 
the function of producing victory, and the other that of 
producing health, But those of uhon we are speaking turn 
all such capacities into forms oi tue art of acauipiticn, 
as though to make money were the ore aim and everything 
e nust contribute t bo thas aino? | 


BE 


ead 
otis 


That is really the reason for gerne which preceded it. 
The end is men’s life as 2 huan life, This human life needs 


But. Aristoble nake s it apparent it is not nerely the woney =- Jw 


l2 


acquisition as subservient function, put this function can Le 
made — can vecaie — this means cùn become the e However 
tuis is possivle only on the basis or money, as Aristotle explains. | 


> 


the hoardin; af money, wich is the danger, ‘The other is tne 
variety of nere bodily enjoyuents, Tuat is infinite, You can 
always have wore am wore couforb, You can have air conditione 
ing, but ticn you riit have a nore refined air conditioning, 

82 that yo) never for a moment have any unpleasant feeling on 
account of weather, and that can yo on infinitely, In other words, 
te use tne expression of Locke, witic: is really very =- brings 
out very beautifully what Aristotle has in nind, tne wron; end 

is that end wisich Locke reco.mended: confortable self-oreserva- 
tion, Thotís infinite, Tue true end is virtus, a hun lire, 

2 hunane life. and this humane life consists in treating everye 
thing accordim; to its particular caaracter: properly, us he said 
before, Yor exannlc, to treat medicine as the art of healings 

and regard tie wonctary receipt as purely accidental, The pliye 
Sician wno is primarily a on eyemaker is not a true physician, 

as a general who is prinarily. concerned vitntnoty, jionetary or 
not, which ae makes, and not with a victory for his state, his 
society, is,.as such, a bad general, and so on, Now Aristotle 
gees into a23- kinds of questions which are important which ve 
cannot, unfortunately, enter. There is only one point wuich seems 
to ne indispensible for our purpose, and that begins at 1259b =» 
no, Ve can, perhaps, begin at 1259637. Let me see, "Since there. 
ere three parts of tie art of the uanayenent of the household, 
one that of ruling as a master, of wnich has been spoken before, o o of 
Do you have that? "One the art of the father, and the third the 
matrimonial ons," Do you have that? Go on. 


"hile the head of the household rules over both wife acd 
children, and rules over both as free members of the housee 
nold, ne exercises a different sort of rule in either casee 
His rule over his wife is like that of a statesian over fele 
low citizens; his rule over his chilcren is like that of 

2 monarch over subjects." 


Yes, Do you see the difference? The statesuan cannot boss 
arcuni << cannot command the way in which a king camnmands, He 
is only temporarily in charge, so to speak, the statesman, The 
king is permanently in charge. 


"The nale is naturally fitter to consand than the fenale, 
except wisre tuere is same departure from nature; and ape 
and matucity are similarly fitter to cuwaand than youth 

anl dimaturity. In most cases where rule of the states» 
man’s sort is exercised tuere is an interchange of ruling 
and being ruled: the perd or a political 22200 lala ain 


e 3 


Jess true tiat uarn one Jody of citizens is ruling, 
and the wtner is vein, ruled, tie forrr desires to 
establisis a difference — in outward forms, in odes 
of address, urd in titles of respect -e which nay ree 
rind us ef tue sayin, of anasis about his footepan. 
fhe relation of tue male to the feaale is persuncntly 
that im wich the stateszn stands to his sees 
zens." | 


Well, unzt he means is this: there are certain formis of rule 
where the ruler and ruled are clearly distinguished by natures 
say, father, children, There are other cases in which they are 
not distinguished by nature, and that is in a republican society 
where the ruler of today Will be the ruled touorrow, and so one 
Since there is no nztural distinction between them, but only the 
accicental fact, of havin; been elected, nen must make conventional 

uy which to show the difference, Well, I'm sure you all 
know what tuese conventional sigms are. For exumple, you say 
Mr. President; you don’t say ike, and this kind of thing, and 
others. So tmt is clear, low, here he comes back tothe quese 
tion of male ard female -=> husband and wife, The husband is by 
nature the ruler of tue wife. Aristotle knew, of course, of bene 
pecked husbarxis. he alluded to then here, but that is soething 
wrong. ‘hat is sonethin; wery like saying soueone is shorte 
signted or licping or has saue other defect, Jut the natural 

for tne husband is to rule the wife, Or it has scuething 
to do witn this more respectful relation which the statesman has 
to the cthers who vill be s$tatesuen next year, and not the king 
tosards his scbject,. but only with this understandiny: cf course, 
they won't chance their places, That is what he says here. I 
mean, the wife of today will not be the husband of tomorrow, whereas 
the ruled today =- ruled citizen today nay very well be a ruling 
citizen tascrzow., Yes?. 


"Paternal rule over children, on the other hand, is like that, 
of a kim: over bis subjects. The male parent is in a posi- 
tion of zutharity both in virtue of the affection to which 
he is emtitied and by richt of his seniority; and his poe 
sition is tnus in the nature of royal authority, Homer, 
therefore, was right and proper in using tne invocation 
Father of Gods and of men 
to address Zeus, who is King of them all. A king ought to 
be natersily superior to his subjects, and yet of the saxe 
stock as they are; ard this is the case with the relation 
of age to youth, and cf parent to child." 


Yes: well, it is so difficult to follow Barker because he 
is so Veryo = e e (rest of coment inawlible). d paragraph 
two, on the nexu pape, 


"Here a preliminary question nay oe raised in regard to 

the slave, :las he any ipocene 38? beyond that of discharge 
ing his fi:rstion 23 an instrument and perrorming his menial 
service -=~ any (ooüness of a higher value, such as belongs 
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to tenperance, fortitude, justice, and the rost of 
such naral qualities? Or has he no *roodness® outside 
the area of tic oodily services he renders? Either 
alternative presents difficulties. If slaves have a 
Spoodness? of the hi;ter sort, in wnat respect will 
they differ frar freeen? If they have not it is a 
Surprising, thin: they are Inman beings, with a share 
in reason," dE 


Do you sec the point? Let us stop here because we cannot 
read all, Do you see the problem? The question is, can slaves 
have virtues? If they have no virtues, they are useless even 
ag slaves, Think cf a slave who is constantly drunk and thievish 
and lazy, What's the use af that fellow? So he must have som 
virtues, ut if hc has virtucs, why is he a slave? Could ns 
not oe a freeman? Is it not a real difficulty? Now Aristotle 
finds the solution in the sequel and I believe you should read 
that oecause bnat is a typical example of Aristotelian thinking 
and analysis, Tne crucial point is that virtue differs as ~e fron 
type of nan to type of nan, The moderation, the temperance of 
a nan, for example, differs fran tliat of a wonan, Wonen were 
supposed to be nore reserved in former tines, not to tulk in the 
presence of men, Tne opposite was net true, So if a man were 
as reserved as a woman ought to be, tuere would be something wrong 
with him as a man, und vice versa. Also, of 2 child it has been 
said, and so Aristotle would have fully approved of it, they should 
be seen mit not neard. Tiuct'’s the virtue of a child. It would 
obviously not ve tie virtue of a nan, and now starting from this 
principle Aristotle reaches a conclusion, Of course, 2 slave 
nust have virtues, but the virtues of a slave, So that what mkes 
hin a good slave disqualifies hin from being a freeman. So the 
problem is solved, And then the paradoxy unich seens very strange: 
What about a craftsuan -= Iree craftsman, you ask to do same plumbe 
ing or what not, in your horse? Must he have virtue or not? 

And Aristotis says no, because you don't live with him, Jie has . 
to be sober during the few hours when he works, naturally, Othere 
wise he would b» poor as a craftsman. But what he does cuiside 
of it -e I nean outside of these hours where he serves <= that 
is not necessary. And so we reach the seemingly paradoxical 
result that the higher degree of virtue is required of the slave 
than of the free worker, There is no contradiction whatever in 
Aristotle, but it is one of these peculiar subtlties which modem 
thinkers try to abolish in favor of à more simplictic but also 
more formalistic view. iow there is only one point which I think 
= one thing we should discuss because it has a very important 
applications. o ə opage 37, paragraph 15, 


"This may serve as a sufficiers discussion of these topics, 
There remain for discussion a number of questions «« the 
relation of husband arx wife, and that cf parent and child; 
the nature of the goodness proper to each partner in these 
relavicnss the character of the muwual association o? tbs 
partners, with its qualities ond defects and the metnads 

of attaining those qualities and escaping those defects," 


| 


H 


we 


In other words, that is the : nust, Gotat subject for name i 
apenent of tas nouseholdt how to treat the wife and tne children. 
This remains. It will not be discussed here by Aristotle, the- 
most important part of the econanic art. Why? Why does Arise 
totle not discuss thc nost important part of economics in the 
econadc Section of his Politics? 


"A]l these arc auestíons which pust be treated later in 
tle discourses which deal with forns of goverment. Every 
household ís a part of 2 polis. The society of husbami and 
wife, ami that of parents and children, are parts of tlie 
household, The soodness of every part rust be considered 
with reference to the goodness o? tie whole. ue must bliere» 
fare consider the voverrment before ve proceed to deal with 
tue training of children and women == at any rate if we hold 
that the goodness of children and Uoren makes any diffcrence 
to the ssodness of the polis. And it must make a differences 
Wonen are a half of tac free population: children grow up 
to ve partners in tis poverment oi the state, 
"As we have already discussed sone aspects of the 
househald, and as we arc todiscuss tue rest at a later states 
- we nay disoiss our present inquiry as finished, and maxe 
- anew Start, Let us first examine. tic . theories of those 
who have expressed opinions avout an ideal forn of governe 
ment," . l ; ; 


Yes: well, the translation is very bad in certain crucial 
points; I wit coe to that later. Now what does Aristotis dige 
cuss - which presenteday preblem does Aristotle discuss here 
and not quits recognizable, but recoptiizable with a little bit 
of an effort. I mean, you know in present-day analysis of pole 
itical phenomens all kinds of suggestions are made where to bee 
gin, Aristotis has made a remark at the beginning, you may ree 
call: you'd bagin with a malier unit, For example, with a 
2 held. How what is the contemporary equivalent to the bee 

with a smaller unit in order to understand political soe 

ciety? You laugh: you know it, Primary groups, That is, in 
away, Aristotie - the issue. Of course a prinary group is stude 
ied in as value-free a way by presenteday social science as po- 
litical society, but still it is important. Now what does Aris- 
totle =~ if we translate what Aristotle says into presenteday 
lan uage, What would it mean? The family is a part of the polis, 
Therefore it can, only to a very soqlt extent be preperly studied 
by itself, The most important information about the family dee 

on the pciitical association, and its peculiar character, 
to, trsnsiste that in terms of primary GTOUDB. 


Student: “Well, he'd say that man considered first of all 
the forms and substance of EU in erder to under- 
stand primary groups.’ 


& prinz-y croup in Moscgs ls nob a primary group in iex York, 
And that Las sonering to do vith the fact that New York is a 
part of the United States ani Moscow is a part of the Soviet Union, 


f 


And thercfore «= in other words, the primary group is always al- 
ready nolded by the political society within which it occurs, 


. ' You do not get.a pure primary group anywhere because the whole 
_—seiects, decidediy, its parts That is -= Aristotle speaks here 


of — naturally, because he is concerned not only with describe 
ing political society, but with finding out what is the best po- 
litical societys and regarding the fanily he’s not concerned with 
describing it. but with finding out what is the best form of live 
ing toygcther of husband and wife and of -parents | No 
AG the end he gives the renark — makcs the remark about what 
the whole book is about, which he has not stated as clearly at 
the berinning. ie says we shall speak after we have node u new 
begiming and we shall first consider those who have uade agsere 
tions regarding the best regine. That is the form in which I 
think tuat should be translated: the best fora of goverment is 
too narrow because when you speak of a form of govermuent in eur 
age you inply a distinction between the governuent and the covere 
eign. The Zorn of goverment is soxthin; different fron the 
form of thc sovereign, That distinction is absent frai Aristotic. 
The coverrment is the sovereijn, amd therefore the so-called form 
of goverment means so much more than it means today, It means 
ie whole of life of a society. We will cone to that later, 

S is the thens, ding thene of Aristotle's Politicss3 


the best regime, the best way of Nfe of a human society, why 
the yovermental elenent is so important for the best way of life: 
that we must try to elaborate ==» to understand, But it isn’t — 
Aristotie doesn't have a mere prejudice in favor of politics, 


bat that is based on certain reasonings concerning thc peculiar 
contribution of govermient to the way of life, 


* 


Yes, I'n sorry we have to rush thins only so much, but 
I suid at the beginning that we will have a cursory reading ef 
tue whole Politics, and that means that we huve to rush things 


mach. but everyone of you == especially those who read papers 

== can contribute to the iuprovenent of our procedure by concene 
trating on the nost important subjects in this whole presentation, 
That would make it easier, 


Ar 
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: $ s . sensible people would uish and that is here only inplied. 
"This is because sensible péople don't wish for inpossible things. 


That is somehow, in these olden ties, taken for prarted,. So 


the thene is on tne best political associations, and tnis is poss 


sible only under the most favorable conditions; not always. Ti 
is best for those vao can live to the highest degree according 
to wish. In other words you do not live on tne North Pole for 


‘this oroject. There it would be inpossiole because tnere too 


much energy vere needed for keeping warm. And that energy is 
taken away fron other projects, and siilar considerations. Or 
on the | you could also lace a5 an example, ow go one 


"We mst begin uy igvesbi deine ideal forns of governe 
rent other tuan our own; and we wust investigate not only 
forns which are actually practised by states that are ace 
counted to be well governed, but also forms of a different 
order which nave been designed by theorists and are held 


in good repute."  .- E 


Nou let us Stop here for anoncnt. liow here he reveals the 
word idea, which ne avoided before. Aristotle says we pust also 
consider the other reginsa which some of the cities use, soue ` 
of the cities which are reputed, or which are said to bs uell 
poverned oy Law. And if taere happen t2 bs sque others uhich 


have been said Sy some men =~ said, meaning only spoken, not in 


practice, not actually used == and which are reputed to be all 
rignt. How you sse this point bere. Aristotle says our tnene 
is the best political association, 3ut in order to prepare that 
study we look first at tne other political associations: (a) those | 
which are actually in use in given cities, but not at all uscause 
there scone uhich have already Such bad reputations, a bad sus11 
to begin with, that no sensible man would waste his tine on their 
study. So we are prudent men: we linit ourselves to those which 
are worth considering because they have at least the reputation 
that they have. Tiaa Will prove to be Sparta and Crete and Care 
thage, especially, as we shall see later. But Aristotle says 
also we will consider those which are not in actual use, but which 
are only, as he would say today, on paper, zut Aristotle — since 
tucy were not so bookish at that time as we are now, he'd say << 
which are spoken. which exist only in speech. And here the most 


$ “apatan exanple is, of course, Piate. Aristotle treats the 


actual constituticns, if I may use that ten? andthe blueprint 


' constitutions on the sane level, That's inportante aristotle 


is not such a narrow realist that Lc would dimissa the blueprint 
constituticns if they are made oy sensible zen, experienced men, 


without inquiring into tacne You seen to oe surprise by this 
observation? 


(Inaudible response). 


Well, that Aristotle cals a apod ons. le would say blue= - 
print or in book form. Aristotle says which are spoken, ilow | . 
Jet us po on, ow wily do we do that? mt 


| "Tho odin of such a discussion will ve twofold. In tie 
first place, we siall discover what is risit, and wat is 
useful, e » o” 


Yes: rigkt does not mean here --that'’s nct what I would say, 
I would say the correct, because he doesn't have the connotation 
of justice. So tiat the correct and the useful can be seen, 
You see, the useful is not as vory correct. Jouctainy can be 
uscful under very unfavoraole circunstances, but it is not a core 
rect solution, Two different considerations: that’s clear. In 
other words, we can learn saacthing fran these constitutions ale 
ready in existence, cither in practice or on paper. Yes? 


"In tac second place, when we proceed to seck for saacthing 
different froi the forus of goverment ue nave investiguted, 
we shall not be thought to belong to the class of thinkers 
who desire at all costs to snow their om ingenuity, but 

|. rather to have adcpiod our method in. consequence of the de= 
fects we have found in ae forms." 


isn't that a strane reason? Isn?t it sufficient to say we 
look at then because -=~ we look at these other things because 
we can learn scustoing frou them, Aristotle adds here what he 
does in no otier book of his, another consideration, Lest we be 
accused of showing off. You imow? Aristotle wants to show there 
is need for z new investigation because of the defects of the 
associations which are already known, either from books or from 
practice. Why does he make this strange remark ubich he wouldn?t 
make in his Physics or in other places? 


Student answers: "One reason would be the political things 
are thinzs that can be known, at ads in sone way, at least 
in opinicns, by everybody. o o ." (lr, Strauss: I don't 
get it.) "Well, everybody has sone opine 4 about political 
things, whereas in physics ore. o eè o” 


Yes, but could one not be excused in a purely theoretical 
book too of trying to -- be inspired by ambition by desire for 
novelty for novelty's sake? 


(Inaudible answer). 


Yes, but what has the second reasoning to do with that? 
(Student answers inoudibly),. No, he simply says he doesn’t want 
to be accused of wishing to show off, Yes? (Student answers). 
Yes, but why Goes he do that in the Politics? Well I think it 
is something very sinple: ambition is scuenow more at home in 


ay 


politics tnan in acadsiies. Aristotle was not a fool, Heid knew ° 
that professors were ss vais kind of thing, But there 
' the inappropriateness is so clear, but in politics a certain ane 


Es bition ard a certain detracting, therefore, fror the 


ås more taken for rranted. It is not as sheckings o e «50 Arise 
totle = tiat kas sonetüin; to do that he is aware of the fact 
that. even sveaking as a tneoretician about politics, he souehow 
takes on the character of a politician. It has soncthing to do 
with that. Hou let us to one 


"Our tecimnmiur must start from tne point which is tie 
natural startinvepoint of such a discussion, One of three 
alternatives nust pe adopted. All the citizens must have 
ald thin:s in common; or they must nave nothing in cermons 
or they mast have sone thins in common, and others not," 


Lou tuat is a camlete in that ald cases are cove 
ered by that: in everything, in nothing or in saxthing, When- 
ever this sirnpie logical procedure is heipful Aristotle avails 
hinself of it, of course, as every sensible man would, And then 
he disposes iniediately of ones that the citizens should have 
nothing in coaunon, That is impossible: theymust at least have — 
in common the place, At, Jeast: sone, nore than that, but at least 
that. out stili, whien of the two other alternatives: all or 
soe? Now that secoues such an enormously 
wise man 2S Plato said they shculd have everything in camon. 

So, in otner words, Plato's Republic isa the utuost importance 
because it is one of the basic alternatives in describing society. 
Aristotle regards it as a wholly wrong positicn to taks, but, 

to begin with, lovically, it is as important a possibility than 
tue other wiicn Aristotle regards, The third which is possible 
is immediately ixpossiule, on ths face of it, Ths Platonic ale 
ternative is tae investigation to which he then turns. low, we 
cannot read thsi all, of course, I mention only a few points 
here. A little bit later whon he says <= now when he raises this 
question -~ in the Republic cf Plato, for there Sccrates says. 
Will you read that?” A few Jines further on: six, seven, eignt 
lines further on <-- that children and women should be in common, 


uyt is certainly pessible that the citizens should share 
children imd wives and property with one another, This is 
the plan propused in the Republic of Plate, where Socrates 
argues for the necessity of cocmmnity of wives end children 
and cormurity of property, we are thus faced by the quese 
tion whether it is better to remain in our present condition 
or to follow the rule of life laid down in the Republic." 


Yes: I would translate this more literallys er eccording 
to the law written in the Renvbiic, That is, I think the exores- 
Dion is delicsratcly chosen, Yiite's Republic contains a written 
law, This written law -- in other words Piato's iepublic is not 


£0 


simply the vulc of living intelligence. That would be entirely 
without basis, There is a low governing this rule of living ine- 
 6elligence, That is of some importince, bow when we look at 


Be - < Aristotle's account of Plato's Hesublic one thin; must be abso- 
Les] Iutely striking to every reader, and i'm sure it struck Mr, Steine 


tragere What are the institutions of Plite’s Xepualic, the key 
institutions? (Answer: "Guardianse") That is not cnaracteristico 
We have guardians in Cidcago toos you could coll then cops. (An- 
swers "jut he does not consider tho place of philosophy at alle") 
Yes «= couplcte silence about philosophy. In Plato’s Republic 
there arc three institutionss caxumity of voen, chiidren, propere 
ty, what you may call absolute commis euuality of the two 
sexes; and third, and highest, thc rulc of philosophcro. And - 
Aristotle is absolutely silent.stout.that, "hot seeuns to bc grosse 
ly unfair to Ploto, In obher words, we can transfora our initial 
impression of Aristotle's pedestrian characterization by simply 
sayin; Aristotle is silent about tie nost striking feature of 
Plzto!s 2Reounlics the rulc af philosophers. low could one defem 
Aristotle — i mean, not out of a childish desire to defend hin, 
but sinply taking into consideration tiat Aristotle was a serious 
Man, you Imou =e was would nat e simply who would not make an 
unfair criticisn for the simple reason that an unfair criticism 
is uninstructive, and Aristotle wants to learn sasethin: and to 
teach sonething,. There is a school cf thoupgnt. I have been told, 
which argues as folicvs: that Aristotis nisunderstood Plito «= 
taat has been said n tines, but this school of interpretation 

goes on as follous and says every creat thinker misunderstanis 
every other great thinker, and Aristotle is only a beautiful exame 
ple of that, and which has this very flatterins; and very caifcr= 
ting implication. Those who do not wisunderstand preat tiinkers 
are tuc wedicerities, That means, of course, for wore: that the 
nediocrivies are the only ones who are truly wise, because the 
nan who understands n different positions of tne highest order 

is, of course, wiser than a wan who understands only one position. 
Now thet, I think, is absolutely absurd, and only must bs held 

uo to ridicule. iow why did Aristotle make this seemingly gross 
blunder, or permit this press act of injustice, to be silent about 
Plato's nost splendid or extravagant proposal: that the philoso. 
phers should rule. Do you want to say something? | 


"I was going to say that since he?s a philesopher, to tend | 
to this point asain neans stepping out into the role of 
politician." ` ] 


Yes, but still, after all, Platos reasoning <= Plato is 
a philosspher political reasoning, Yes? 


eIt seems to me that it was asmmed that the people who wuld 
read this were aware of Plito:s philosophy end that Aristotle 
was only interested in disproving certain narts of Pilotos 
philosophy: namely, o o o tha part about absolute communion, 
Ani so if ^e could digsrove ono sortion of Platos Fioncoiie 
it uasnit necessary for him ts disprave ihe rest," ~~ 


B 


if 


Yes, out does he linit hiiself entirely to the canunisn 
issue nore? For exzpio, lock at thc ==- he pliinly discusses © 
‘Jove. 'he caxrmmiss issue docsn!t arise ani since he was speake - - 
ing about Pl«-to?s fexus proposal he also love, not bee . — 
cause it is relevant to communisn but it is occause it is, how 
can I say, the Socoxi ourb, the second version of Pl:to%s fanous 
proposal, I think thut is not sufficient really, to say tct; 
althoush it is not uxipurtunt. | 


(Inaudible answr). 


"net is true, iut only in principle. fe does not arjue it 
out apainst Pl-to here, especially. But still there are otumr 
things which he has said in the Lthica which he repeats here, 
because they are pertinent to the arpument here, No, I think 
the reason is much simpler. Pinte <= Aristotle yead Plate 
very carefully o That's all, Now when you read the Pepuvlic 
carefully you sse tiat the philosophers are introduced only as. 

a iwans for an end. Later on they becoms an end, out they are 
introduced only as a ians for an end, They build up this come 
nunist society with equality of the sexes and everyone is cnared 
oy that proposal, aud then the question arises: how can we get 
-that duty, and in this connection the philosophers ure introduced, 
The philosophers are introduced only as. a means for un end. Low 
you can say that is one of Plato*s jokes, and it is, in 2 way, 
true, but ve hove another proof, Ploto wrote a summary or tie 
nepuolic in the dialogus called the Tinacus, At the beginning 
Socrates rives the summary of a conversation they had the day 
before and that makes sense only as a reference to tuo Republice 
I mean not to the conversation of the Rcpublic itself, but $0 
a conversation in which Socrates told the xanuplic to sone 
people. You remember, the Reoublic is not a dramatic dialogue 
but a narrated dialogue, sccrutss narrates it to samsone, and 
in the Tinsers you see to whos he narrates i5, Now in this sure 
mary there :3 no reference to the rule ef philosophers, So Plate 
emphasizes this thing which appears already fron the Republics 
that the ruie cf phílosopners is, in a way, an afterthougas. 
And today shen pecrle speak of the political part of the Remblic 
which is a rather isose expressicn, they mean by that the pers 
preceding the inireduction to philosophy, That has some basis 
in what Plats means, So that is not due e=» in other words, Arise 
totle is siunly precise by sticking to the fundamental things which 
' are coammmiscm and the role of the women. Now, what then is the 
fundamental error sf Socrates in the Republic, according to Arise 
totle? We cannot read evaryohings I wili sirmarize this point. 
The fundamental error consists in Secrates!’ assertion that zoede 
ness is identical with oneness, If goodnecs is identical with 
erenoss that city is best which is ons to the highest possiols 
degrees, but a ciormmist city is more one than a asmecomuuniss 
city; hemce, a comurist city is best. Tre reply of Aristotis 
is, generally, this: ef course, in one sense it simply meci be 
On3, but it camios os ons beyord e certain poini wWitheut cczaing 
to te a city, af it beeames too mich ccs it pecames a hcusenold, 
and it vould become ever mere ons it vculd become a hung in 
dividual and hence, rot a city, A city is necessarily an 


sv 


articulated tin; consistin,--of nany human wings and even of mny ` 
kinds of hunan ueings ani this rust be the starting point for 


- ' any plausible remark reyarding the yoo’ city. There is a passage 


which has a certain difficulty which we should read, It is toward — 
the end of 1263, when he says — after he has referred to the 
Ethicse : l 


"It is a principle which has to be observed even unong free 
ond equal citizens, They cannot all rule sinultamously; 
they must therefore each have office for a year — or by 
souc other order of succession andi for sone other period, 
In this vay it comes about that all are rulers, just as if 
shoenakers and carpenters changed their occupations, and 
the sane men were not always shoeuakers and carpenberso 
It would be better indeed if the principle followed in the 
arts and crafts were also applied to the affairs of the 
political association; and fron tints point ef view it is 
better for the sxe uen alvays to be rulers wherever possi- 
ble. Bub where this ideal is impossible, through the 
natural ecuclity of all the citizens == and also, it may 
be argued too, because justice reauises the participation 

— of all ín office (whether office be a good thing or a bad)o « o a" 


i : 
low what does he mean by that? And what does he nean in 

the context? How let us first see this: even if nen are equal 
io¢o., even if there is no difference of kind. If they all are 
wenbers of the seme species: all are free citizens e it is nmeces@ 
sary that some of them should be ruled at a time and others be 
rulers, because the qualitative difference between rulers and 
ruled is ons crucial qualitative difference, qualitative nulti- 
plielty within the city, This qualitative differsrce is couvared 
uy Aristotle, for a monent, to tne qualitative difference between 
shoemakers and carponters. A city cannot be a city if it doesn't 
have craftsmen of various kinds, and Aristotle refers, then, in 
passing, to another possibility, There night be -= we might ge 
- «e» under certain conditions, we could have a clear cut, peruanent 
distinction cetween rulers and ruled. Sou people rule always 
and others are always ruled, and that is a preferable possibility, 
cocording io Aristotle, Let us keep this in mind for further 
reference, The word ideal is Barkor!s cm use, of course, and 
not there, and should simiy be that th: best, The reasons 
are not stated, Eut the best is not aluays possible, You may 
have a multituds of citizens who are equal, and where, therefore, 
it would be unmtsir, and unworkable that some would be pernanent 
rulers and others permanent ruled, . Therefore, you can there only 
have rvling and rvled in turn, Phere can only be an exchange 

ef ruling ana ruled and Aristotle pivos as an -= to illusizate 
this for a moment =- and thet is an indication of the reason why 
the permanent. ruiers would be better, 29 if the nhoemakers and 
Carpaitters would change every yoor, This year Hr. X is a sacae 
neker; next year he’s a carpenter, and vice vergas Wow, thar 

is not desivabls because ve con’t vant a jack of all traucs cut 


pen thoroughly aware of ald niceties of the arts which cones with 
_ Jony; time and -— I nean after experience. And taat is of course 

ES - thc reason why rulers, rulers wid accumulate the 

- experience oi ;ovcrmuont throughout their lives are preferable 

' to people who are only temporary rulcrs, But Aristotle <= notice 


this point in passing: what is best in itself is not always pose 
ible, and where it is not posstale it is not just, and tis leads 


il t is ust differs from nloce to nlece and fra: time to time, 
That is the crucial character of the Aristotelian Politics, dis- 
tinjuisbing it from the doctrines which were developing in the 
seventeenth and cighteenth centuries which tend, at any rate, to 
develop a doctrine which would sow what is just everywuere, "and 
cb all tines. Takiny the examlc of :obbes? Lewiathans there 
thc key teaching is the teaching regarding sovereignty. What 
are the rights of the sovereign? And taat means, of course, these 
are rights which a sovereirn must have gt 211 times, in all places, 
repardiess of cireuistaxces, Far bvbes, the best and the just 
coincide, The saus is truc, witn minor wodifications, of Locke, 
of Rousseau, "ci Paine and many others. And this little remark 
at the end when he says rezardless of whether ruling is good or 
bad; that does he mean by that? "hat's also a great question 
discussed in Plato's Reputice - Well, the sclution there is in 
Plato's Zone is thiss that only those can be rulcrs who ree 
gard yuling as à nuisance, as a burden, as something bad, The 
ordinary politician or statesman regards ruling as a oom, and 
Aristotle says I don’t hawe to decide tne question whether it 
is a boon or a burdens whetever it may bs, if the citizens are 
equal both boons and burdens umst be distinguished as equal, 
Utuerwise, you sourd unjust, I? equal people get unequal burders 
or unequal ooons, He devsiops, then, the point further on and 
states the principle very clearly, The emi of the polis is not 
properly described by unity, although sow unity is essential, 
but by selt-sufriciency, as he has said here before: a society 
self-sufficient for the actuslization of wants. potentialities 
Tho kind and degree of urii$y to oe denznded from the city or for 
the city depends on the function of the city. We cannot sinply 
speak of unity without considering that function. Now Plato — 
We cannot go into thate If ue would consider Plato's doctrine 
carefully .— 71ato, in his vay, ef course considers all thes3 — 
things, The difference is very subtile and does not cone out in 
each remark which Aristotle makes. not because Aristotle is une 
fair. He brings cut the salient point very clearly but he says 
| Plato obscures certain things which Plato himself admits and even 
| emphasizes. Low let us consider the question for one mement, 
what is Plato's concern in the Eeoublic? Why did he make these 
outlandish preposals? Of absolute commnisn? Let us say this: 
camunisn means the obolilion of privacy, and that is Plate’s 
explicit intertion, Plate goes beyond presenteday communism 
not only becausa of the comunity cf women and children but the 
abolition of privacy is very sirict. Net enly the police, howe 
ever i; nay be caiisd, Dus everyert, Can enter everyors's room 
ab any tine in Plato's Republics That is abolitien of privacy. 


| 
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om. 


Now why does Plato do "that? What: is tix reason: behind 
that? Privacy neuns to have a sphère where you are souehow exe 
expt fror the city, frui supervision by the city — where you 
can do what you please, And therefore that creates u tensien 
to the city. Here there is a private sphere and there there is 
a public sphere. Pilate follows, in a way, the logic of politics 
or of patriotis by saying full dedication io the polis denands 
abolition of privacy. Or differently stated, a city, a political 
society to be good mst be inspired by fraternity. There must 

not be strangers living side by side, but tære rust be fratero 
nity, strictly understood. It does not avoid, as it is in the 
French formula, but strictly understood. low to be Strictly une 
derstood it means literally that all citizens are brothers. It 
mans a reduction of the city to the fanily er the household. 
Nou what does fanily mean? That meuns that all the nenbers are 
kindred by camon descendents from the sume fatner anc the sone 
nother, That, of course, doesn't spell out Ploto's doctrine quite 
web, although saicthin: like it is suggested, We have at least 
the same motzers save father or wotherland, stemming frou the 
sxx soil, I cannot go ints this extremely interesting subject 

h raises the great question of incest. You see, one could 

perhaps say this: in Plato's Reouvlic you have the strorgest bond 


anong tue citizens tirouch incest, That's 3 very paradoxical 


element because obviously A marries B, but in Plato's Republic 
it means a brother narries a sister. That is the practicas meane 
ing of the abolit2on =e of the reduction of the polis to the housee 
hold, I cannot go into that although that is of the utmost ime 
portame, because the reasoning is roughly this: the institutien 
of incest is the pasic institution by unich civilization stands 
or falls, but what the rationale of these camands, of these proe 
visions ere, is difficuli. to sey, Plate suggests this reasoning: 
we have the family winch is self-sufficient for procreation, but 
net self-sufficient for defense -- mich too mall a unit. Thereo 
fore it is necessary to enlarge the household so that we arrive 
at a society which is large enough for defeme, One mst overe 
come peril; tie sesers oftne fanily to marry eutside of the fame 
ily so 23 to cciablish strong bonds ameng the members of that 
larger unit ~= among the citizens, New that means one must fore 
bid incest. The forbidding against incest ferces che member of 
that fanliy to marry outsides, and against this background can 

one understand the paradoxy of Plato's Revuklic where you ee in 
the Republic, one can say, Plato experiens with the notion that 
you can have the strongest bends ameng the members of the polis 
through incest. That is the groat == ene of the groat paradexes, 
But less paradoxically Stated, Plato tries to combine the virtues 
e. the houssucid ! Imit character, exi the virtue of tke 

, sufficiently large for sSoii-sufílcileney, New why is this 
nat Possible according to Aristotle? 


He discusses this proposals in the Renrblis all call every» 
ens ard everything mize, Shall we turn to Stat? 12612518, At 
this point: for so i$ in believed that this is a sign that the 
city is ons, 


r 
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uven if 4% were the suprenc good of a political association: 
that it should have tue greatest pussivle unity, this unity 
does not appear to follow fra: the formula of 8A] nen saye 
ing "Line" and "Lot nino" at tac saw time’, wbich, in the 

| vieu of Socrates, is thc index or the perfect unity of a 
polis. The word "all* has a double sense, If it be undere 
stood in the first sense, tüc object which Socrates desires 
to realize may perhaps be realized in a treater degree: each 
and all separately will then say ‘Hy wife! (or "ly son?) 
ef onc and the sane person; and each and all separately will 
speak in the sane way of property, and of every othcr cone 
cern, ut it is not in the sense of teach separately? that 
all who have children an! wives in.camon will actually speak 
of then. shey will all call then "Hine?3 uut they will do 
80 collectively, and not individually. The saac is trut 
of propurby also: all will exil it “iiine’; but the vill do 
80 in tue sense of all collectively’, and not in the senso 
of ‘cach separately. It is thcrofore clear that thers is 
à certain fallacy in tuc use of tie term all’, Ib is a 
tern which, like the similar terms "both? and %odd? and *even?, 
is liabis by its snbiguity equally to breed captious argue 
nents in reasormny, We may therefore conclude that the fore 
mila of “all nen saying "Mine" of the same object? is in 
ono sense somethin, fine ‘but impracticabie, and in another 
sense in no wise conducive to harneny." 


Do you understand that? What does he mean by the twofold 
neanin: of all saying; Mine and Not Hine at tle sane time? ‘That 
can be gaid e- Aristotle seys distrioutively, we may say, ond 
collectively. ior example, all men do the sam thing: say, all 

s cll pay taxes; that’s distributively, Lach dues 
it. But when you say collectively we all elect the President; 
not =- I mean there is not a Single individual who can say I elect 
the President, but we all do it, That sre tac two different meane 
ings, Now what does it mean in application $0 our casa?  Distrie 
butively, each will cell the some thing or wonan or child mine, 
Each will cail the same taing nins, What is the conssquence? 
(Student answers: "It doesn't belong to any of them.") Yes, they 
will fight. I mean, think of it in practical terms to mean sone- 
thing which cannot be jointly enjoyed like an apple, for exanple, 
You see immediately where you ret, Only by distribution and by 
different pecole saying of different apples that's mine could 
there be peace, iio; what is the alternative? All men call the 
camon thins mine, So no ons will say I, as this individual, 
regard this as my property, but in the sense in which he says 
I elsct the Presicem. asly, ue all elect the Presidento That 
is = Aristotio says that’s beautiful, bat not possible, Way? 
Bsceuse nocsdy vill ever ect that thing, It will remain comen 
property» It cannot be apprspristed, So that sounds fins; it 
is imecssinie,. The other is manifestly leading to enmity and 
the destruction. 


Questions "Why do th» children have to be appropríated?? 
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Wells o o oJet us assume that all regard all men, regard © 


 eJ31 children, as their children. That he diccusses leter: € 

. 43 the nost undesirable solution because it is as good to have 
- no father than to have o11 as fathersof all, That he develops 
= Tater on, What he tries to make clear was now only a certain 
 anbigpdty in tne very formiaticn == in the formulation, all say 


ef the sone, it’s mine. And think of the two different cases: 
your taxpayer, your President, When you are taxepaying it is 
yours alone, not saxons eise, Your President is tae President 
not of you in particular, but of you as a namer of the coumunie 
ty, Loto all, collectively == not individually. That is, he wants 
first to make clear only a fundamental fallacy inplied in this 

formula, The specific reasoning ne gives later. Now 
iet us go on where we left off, : 


"Not only does it not conduce to harmony: the formula also 
involves an actual loss, What is cannon to the greatest 
mmber sets the least ánount of care, iien pay most attene 
tion to what is their am: they core less for what is cais 
non; or, at any rate, they care for it only tothe extent 
to which each is individually concerned, Even wiere tiere 
is no other cause for “inattention, wen are nore prone to 
neplect their duty wien they think that another is attending 
to its this is exactly what happens in dancstic service, 
where many attendants arc saictiixs or less assistance than 
a few, "ne scheme of Plato means that cuch citizen will 
have a taousond sons: t ey will not be tae sons of eacl Cie 
tizen individually: amy and every son will be equally the 
son of any and every father; and the result will be that 
every son will be equally neglected by every father." 


That is the point which <= wiere it would becavxe clearer, 
The crucial point of the — one’s own, We can also say the pri- 
Wate, to naxe it quite clear, The distinction between the care 
non and the private must be preserved, so much so tiat even the 
canon must, in some way, >e private: meaning, it must ba same 
one?s business, for example, to be the general, Otherwise, if 
you cive the responsiuility to many, no one will regard it as 
his business, ani the thing will be neglected, That is the point 
Where the question of ons*s oun, cr the private, cones in. Now 
this is, fron Aristotle's noint of view, the fundamental error 
of cormunisu, of Plato?s in particular, but of everyones that 
the nost camon, we can Say, the simply universal, is the most 
private, the most intimates. Only under that condition would cone 


myrs be humanly a solution: that the most camons e o o is tne 


nost personal, the most intinate. iow I have spoken of that bee 
fore, I believe. I don't know whether it vas in this seninar 
or the other, Yes, I think that was when I discussed vhat Arise 
toils usans by saying that man is the most social of all beinzs 
of all aninals, ‘ian is m than beast SO bac 
he is an animal which possesses reason or svesch. Pure thourht, 
pure and true thou nt alone makes possible a perfect union anonz 
ban beings. Lvem other union is less verrect. Think of bodily 
union ag encompassing that. Bodily union can never be as perioct 


| 


i 


and can never be this full identity of feeling which you can have, 
to take the extrene case, im the case of a natheuutical decongüree 


.-: tion where there is full identity of the tho 1 each mind and 
^o Rb the sare tine, know iat we both think the sane thing 


Sit precisely for this rcasan couaunism is impossible, hat is, 
onc can say, Aristotle's reasoning, because the political assoeiae 
tion is not an 2Ssociotion ay thinkin; beinys reyardiny their 
thoughts, These are living bcin;s which possess reason, 
wich possess reason, but which have also saicthiny else than 
reason. Now what is that? ihat is the reason why <= wiat is 
‘the funixiental reasons of meivacy? What is that which makes 
privacy sascthing which carmot be overcome? Plato has said that, 
although he hasn't said it elearly in the depublic, but rather 
in the passage of t» Lan, that single passage of the Laws in 
which he refers to the kopunlio. It is either 719 e» ne = 7193 
Laws, 7l9, where he speaks oi the difference between the det up 

W Laws and tec set up af the Republic. In the d3epublic =e 
that is oLaost szid in tiese terms == everything is nace common 
except the things which are, by nature, private «= which are, 
by nature, not collectivizzble, if I may use this word, uvery= 
thing: else can be colicctivized, That is, for uS, a paradoxical 
thought, because we think the sind or the consciousness is the 
nost private. That was not Plizto's view, but the body, Zhe body 


ig the least communicable, Of that we have seen many exanpicS. 
one nan has hunger, we can have the greatest compassion and 
sympathy with the hungry mm we don't nave the hunger. Or look 
at — too though, I'n taking nay mental phenaiena waich are obe 


wiously inseparable fron the body, The body is necessarily each 
one's oun body. and because man is 2 20 camuzisn is 
inpossiblg, Pure winds could have such a perfect coumunisue 

If one would go, which I cannot do hore, to Marx, for example, 

one vould see bieb at the arigin of Harx'’s thought there lics 

Such a notion, The Cerman philosophers had developed a certain 
doctrine ard the varadacy of Marx is that he teljeves he can have 
caxunisa, not in spite of tue body, out through the body, through 
bodily laboro e e o I cannot zo into thut here, 


Han is not a purely thinking being, but an aninal, Theres 
fore he has things which are ineradicably his own, and therefore 
there nust bs private property. The first is a very sinple 
ones the vost eleuentary form of appropriation, This point has 
been elucidated very clears o e o The nost elenentary form ef 
appropriation is eating because that you know fron everyday exe 
perience, Once you have screthiny, I don’t say in your mouth, 
but surely once you have swellewed it, it cannot sossibly velon: 
to anyome: clseo That is absolute appropriation and Locke tuilds 
his armrxnt for private proverty on this fact which is in a cere 
tain agreenent with whut both Pleto and Aristotle teach, low 
thers Was scieone uho e> yes? 


"I don't think, however, reasonirg from this analogy of Lake's, 
that it's self-eviders that possession is raquired for ine 
tinacy, In other words, the assumption of Aristovle is that 
the relaticn of father to sen, and a fatherly relation, can 
also te a relation of cusband to wife, the heteresexal ree 
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lation, possible. Is this possible without possession? 


- Yes, it all depends wnat. you mean by that. I mean, if you 
TEAN v ə o > 25 Inplied in vessessivensas. Did you nean that? 


i rud would be partly taken care of by mutual PesseSsione 


mell uy point 15, the analocys for seas: 5 of food, is = 
doesn?t sce: to hold, because when food is consumed =e 
once you eat it, no one else can eat jt," 


Rut the qucstion is uhethcr this elerentary fact docs not 
have congequences on the less elementary reality Aristotils did 
speak of, Sut I wanted to say only one thing wicre tuere is apreee 
nent between Plato aud Aristotle, and that concerns tuc fact that 
there arc thinvs which are, by nature ivate, so that they cane 
not bo co ivized — ori Mat is, priuarily, the body, accore 
din; to Plato, and Aristotle would adit that. Aristotle!s ae 
Lent cans, Dundanentally, tails. That has consequences on t 
Limhest levels, Because nan is a bodily be he ae have i pride 
vocy, anl this privacy o req na on a 
private property, because privany would bs Ianas on the bae 
eis of common orcporny. For exauples, if ull men could live in 
barracks and it would be an iron rule, punishable by death, that 
no one nay enter anyone’s == other's rocus without their permis= 
sion, tiat iS, permissisn of wie occupier there. T rean you can 
have privacy without orivate property, You can have Lt; ‘Nt 
Aristotie's aruument Stet also ce stated as follows: the basic 
privacy acxitted by Ploto is IE a Tnat Jeads to privacy 
in tis common sense af E iB term: we will iind a sinple exemple 
later ono, ànd inon that loads eia a higher icvel to private prop- 
erty» as ciso required, Ue must follow that. I only try to bring 
it dam to the principle involved. The fict that man is not simply 
rational, ami then I don't think of the fact of passions SO 2 
that is derivative, The besic fost is the bodys the fact that 
nan has a bady uhich cams posdioAly ee und its ports ee which 
cannot possibly communicated as Such, | which are essentially a 
man's own, 2zads to the r^jcotion of ecurmmien in Aristotle?s 


ür;uienb,. We nust proceed step by step. Yes? 


In tris section there Le refers to the father ani son ree 
lationship being destroyed by every son having, say, & 
thousand fathers. and therefore having nona, does he man 
that this will be pernisious to the physical development | 
Gr te the existenca of the child =m 5% 


Why don't vou wait a monent =se we cars to it. Aristotle 
will brirg out this more clearly in the sequel. What Aristotle 
has in nínd is something waich you all insu, but he will develep 
it, nevertheless, fox your, es well as for mine and eweryous else's 
o o o o £O X Suc that ve ga on, Ist zs see, Where were we? 
In 1262a, line 313. This senteme: "dere io saye $t is odes 
to be on peus GiB nephsu, anobher noa'8 reoreyv, than to bo a 
in this waz., Thot's the answer to veur quemhions If you "bo = om 
the woole relation becomes watered GOWnL, Well, wa can read that. 


E 


"5 o o I thougit that. Pluto's ideal wasn't absolute comi» 
nty of fathers and sons but rather that in practice it 
would seen to we that 2s Plato had it worked out that 
these children vould be kept with the parents for a cer» ` 
‘tain number of years and then put into privato classes to 
be instructed so that they wouldn't bo =- they would not 
capete with ile (rest of remark inavdible)." 


No. what Plato weans is absolutely no one is supposed to 
know who his parents and his ciriliren arc.  zhat?s the rag bee 
compe otacrwise privacy would develop unich Plato regards, in 
tae Eopubiic, us Buch un evils 


hen I nust be thinkin: of somthing else where the childe 
ren stay with their parents. I per it was Sparta," 


Oh, Sparta was not ca munistin; no, no. I think, ito 
Steintra;cr, if you go on mers you left off tnat would be the 
pest. 1262a, beginning, 


"There is still a further objection, iach citizen, when 

he says "Line! of any child who is prosperous op the ree 
verse, is speaking fractionally., He does not mean that the 
child is wholly ?Hino!, iit only that he is Hine?! to the 
extent of a fraction deteruined by tue total mmber cf ci- 
tizens. kaen he says "He is mire? or "He is somandssolal, 
tie tera ‘fine’ or *Sooaniesols? is used with reference to 
the whole body concerned - tho whole thousand, or whatever 
nay be tne total nunber of citizens, Even so he cannot oe 
sure; for there is no evidence who had a child born to him 

er uhetner, if one was born, it managed to survive, Which 
is the better system «= that each of two thousand, or ten 
thousand, persons should say "Minet! of a child in this frace 
tional sence, or that each should say "Hine" in the sense 
in which the word is no used in ardinary states? As things 
are, A calls by the nate oi "My son? the same person vaca 

B calls by th: name of "My brother’: © calls him "My 
cousin’: D, E, and so fertn call hin "My relative’, because 
he is somehow comnectsd with them, either closely or distante 
Jy, and whether uy blood or by marringa; while besides these 
different modes of address X and Y way use still another, 
ard cail nim "My claman? or ‘Hy trib3snan', It is better 
to bs om cousin to a men than to be his son after tho Raen 
tonic fashion," 


Do you see the point? That is the answer to your question. 
You see, it becaws absolutely watered downs it becomes a nere 
convention thet you sw oi people younger thm vou, "These are 
py sors and my dasghoerB," You have not the slightest reason 
te asame that these are your sons and daushtzrs, It bececes 
& nere labsl, he elemons of affection, uiich issues of both, 
eas subdivid? and therefore psovle will. not =e now, as Aris 
tile Saya, la tue citiss row, poopie, Epenaraliy spacking, taka 
am intercut in eir cuiióren se aro concerned with thomo How 
cam you be concerned with poopie who ars your sons ond daughters 


MESE 


only in nome? And even a cousin in the second degres now eco that. 
neans Sonething to you, provided =- you knows if it’s your grande 
parents or great prundpurents and so, and that means souetilng 


> to yous. Bub there it doesn't ucan ee because one’s own 


‘has been abolished, 


“In other words, Aristotle is not coreernod that these people 
oe Well, wobody will toke an interest in those children so 
that the will not have difficulty surviving." | 


Oh, they can be taken oare of by sufficient police uethods 
and a0. I mean, tac nurses and hospitals do that all thr tine. 
That would not bc the problen but this particular affection which 
childron should have they are nost likely to (et when they are 
brought w by people who regard then as their om, their om flesh 
und blood, I nean why have the words like step-father, stevenother, 
foster father, foster nother, such sligixily comm icabaimens met 
Even in the best cases compared with the Gimple parents == why? 
Because there is sore truth to this assumption. There can be 
foster fathers who are better than natural fathers p. Without queso» 
tion, but that is not the rule. Yes? 


Mouldn?t the Platonic formulation deal with the objection 
that affection can arise botueen two people as, for eximie, 
t teacher cnl a stucent, which seeus to me Plato might now 
quite easily. And this affection would also lead to an area 
ef privacy which of caannism," 


Yes, but wiüzt does Plato do for that reason? Well, Plato 
is not proved, zs you know, ond so he puts it in ths strongest 
terns and he says there are alil kinds af bodily relations, ile 
don't have to think of extras, but simply touching, and even 
Kissing, he spvuks of «s is adalttable under certain conditions 
es a roward for porticular heroisn in uar, for example. Se, in 
other words, these orivacies are publicly instituted for the sake 
of the public. mean, ospocially that these fellon 
dars of heterosexual relations should generate nore ch iren 
than the others, Now teachers, and this kind of thing e» that 
Would ecsrce in an important level only amenr the rulera, the 
philosophers, and thet is an entirely different sphere, You know, 
the mind is so much the preponderant consideration, In addition, 
the political furcticn is o Surely, there are 
holes in Plato's thing and no one knew thet better than Plato, 
Plate was experimenting with that for certain reasons which ue 
cannot discuss while we are trying to make some sense of Aristotle. 


(Change of tape). 
Well, I think we must, S go On, and we have to skip quite 


a few things, If you will pive m your book I will find ~- 126207 
=a let us tare page h6, poragroph Sa 


rud 


Generally, a systen such as Pluto suppoests nust produce 
results directly opposed to tnose uhica a syste of »ropere 
ly constituted laus should produce, ànd equally opposed to 
the very object for unici, in his view, this comunity of 
wives and children oust to te instituted. Fraternity is 
penerally held to oe the chief good of states, because it 
is the vest safeguard against the danver of civil dissene 
sions. Plato hiuself particularly counends tne ideal of 
the unity of the state: and that unity is commonly heide 
and expressly stated hy Plato, to ve the result of frater- 
: nity, We nay cite tae arpraent oi thc Symposiutls o ə o" 


Does he say fraternity? ‘hat is wrong: friendsitip, That's 
really in his reading Sere =- friendship, which has the clear 
connotation af leve, in Greek, philia. / 


"We nay cite the argument ef the Symnosiun, where, in the 
discourse on leve, Aristophanes is rude, as we all knw, 
to speak of two lovers desiring in tie excess of their 
friendship" to crow together into a unity, and to be one 
instead of tuo. Los in the case of two lovers, the result 
of an excessive desire for a unity must be either tue dis- 
appearance of both af then into a new vein, or the disape 
pearance of one of tcu into the other," 


Do you see taat? I mean, if the lovers seek perfect union, 
as they are said to seek according to Aristophanes" story, then 
either they are destroyed er wholly one a =e sone mixture of 
the tuo will survive, tut they cannot both survive the union, 
Yes? | 


"Sut in the case of the political association the result 
of an excessive desire for unity would be different: it would 
- be msrely a watery sert of fraternity. o o o" 


Of love, of friendship, yes. 


o o c a father would be very little disposed to say ‘Mine? 
of a son, and a son would be as little disposed to say "Mine? 
ef a father, Just as a little sueet wins, mixed with a great 
deal of water, prodvers a tasteless mixture, so family feel- 
ing is diluted and tasteless when fanily names have so little 
meaning as they have in a constitution of the Platonic ore 
Cr, and when there is so little reason fer a father irsate 
ing his sens as sons, or a sen treating his father as a 
fathsr, er brothers cre another as brothers, There are two 
things whicn particulcrly move men to care for an object 

and to feci affection for that objecz, One ef them is that 
the ebject shovid belong to yourself: the other is that yeu 
should like it. Neither of these motives can exist among 
men uuo live under a constitution such as the Platonic, 


Se, in str words, the prenonenon of friendship er love 
is insecubiy inked up with one's oun, with privacy, Tore are 


| 


) 


| 
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tus things waich to the highest degree. moke uen caring for gawe 
one aud lovim:: onets own unl the precious; one’s own and the 
presiousncss, The preciousness oes to-ether with raritys I think - 
tust is what Aristotle neans. If suwthiny is very cmon e- we — 
don't love aire well, after soueon- has tried to strangle us, 

for a nowent, out not ordinarily, Jub the precious is a rare, 

Now if you have a thousand sons e» Sto Thais, in his caientary, 
gives this cxamole, that single children <- way aro thcy so free 
quently spoiled?  Jecause oi their preciousness ~e they are tie 
only ones, If ticre are ten, tiree is a reasonable watering down 
of the maternal and paternal affection and which, perhaps, is 
better than this kimi of preciousnoss, wb, in other words, one's 
am essentially enters this thing, This piws ee by the way, 

here is his reference to Aristophanes which is of soue interest, 
perhaps not in connection with this seminar in particular, but 

I would like te mention that. ‘the point which Aristophanes makes 
in his sseech in Plato's 3anauet is that love is horizontal, nean- 
ing two beings iry to unite and become a perfect union, and she 
Platonic doctrine of eros is that eras is vertical -= tewards 
souething higher, And toorefore thy equality of thc lovers, ef 
sexual lovers, for exanple, can only be urderstood in terns of 


a vertical leves namely, the lovers wish tie seupeternity of 
they are concerned not. simply ui th their union 


the hunan race | 
“but with the sexpeternity of tne human race, sonething higher 


than they. For Aristophanes, Jove is aimpiy horizontal - ond 
thet is the Platonic aystem «- Aristophanes refers to it. ilow 
what Aristotle>s criticism hore, of Pluto. segrests is tiiss and 
bhat is a very interestiny thought which I stadt to those of 

you who are interested in this kind of thing: that in tne iteoublic 
Plato hiuself secus to mike tbe wistake for which he reproved 
Aristophanes in the Janquet -- to have the maximum of union in 

a horizontal wey, I nerely mention this to you because it may 
give you food Zor thouzat. ay the way, that is by no means far 
fetched because Plato's Republic is a reply, an extraerdinariiy — 
ingenious reply to a cousdy of dAristephenss in which communism 
was Suggested, The Assoubly of Wonen, but this only in passing. 


Let us go on wisre wa icit ert, 


"There is still a further difficulty, It concerns that 
part of Plato's scheme which may be calied the transpoaie 
tion of ranks, under which children bom to parents in ine 
inferior rank of farmers and craftsaen are to be transe 
ferred to tue superior rank of the guardians, and vice versa 
children born to parents in the superior rank are to ba 
transferred to the infericr. ilow such transposition is ace 
tually to oe effected is a matter of great perplexity; and 
in any case thoss who transfer suci children, and assign 
them their new place, will be bou to know who are the 
children so placed and with wicn they are being placed, 

In addition, these provlens of asesuls, umatural aticetion, 
and homiczds, wiich have already been mentioned will te 
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raised even nore by this part of his scheme, Transposition 
of ranks will ucan tnat those transferred fro the rank af 
guardian to an inferior rank will cease for iae future to 
address the juardians as brothers, or children, or fathers, 
or nothers, as tie case nay bes and 4% will have the sane 
effect for those who have becn transferred to a superior 

. rank, Such persons will thus lose entirely any deterrent 
waich kinship pones against tie co:miscion of these offene 
8680 

"This "ay serve as a determination of thc issues raised 

by the idea of cor. unity of wives and children," 


What he neans is thiss taat!s a special point of criticisn, 
The baby transferred fron the lever class to the guardians =e 
you know, in the scheue of Platos Renublic =e nay very well beat 
or kill his om father. For he becomes a guardian, say 2 police= 
wan, In that function, he may very well kill his father without 
knowing it. Now this would lead to =- in other words, he counts 
a terrible crine and he does not have the possibility of purgas 
tion fron the cris, religious purgation, because ne does not 
knou that, Inníous deeds vill be dons without the possibility 
of purgatione Similar considerations apply also to incest, I 
mention this oniy because that is one of te parts e» Aristotils 
argues here from camion opinion, ‘here are certain common opinions 
reyerding what is pious and impious and he accepts them, Plato 
does not do that. Plsto's tenudlic is a very iconoclastic book, 
Plato reduces the pious, i29 hoiy, to the useful, He makes exe 
plicitly the renarks we will regard only these marriages as holy 
which are useful, Aristotle does not do that, and we mst keep 
this in mind, On the contrary, he keeps these standards intact. - 
iow we have to read a few more passages >e can you turn to 1263all, 
That is about half a page later, mst di when he speaks about 
the problem of privacy, 


“when the cultivators of tne soil are a different body from 
the citizens who cwn it, the position will be different and 
easier to handles but when the citizens vho own the scii 
are also its cultivatars, the prehblens of preperty will cause 
a good deal of trouble, If they do not share equally in 
work and recompenss, those whe do nore work and get less 
recompense vill be bound to raise comlaints against those 
who get 2 large recompense and do little work, Indeed it 
is gensrali:7 trus that it is a difficult business fer mon 
te live torethar and to be partners in any farm ef human 
activity, cut it is zoecislly difficult todo so when rrep= 
erty is involved. Fellew-travelers {whe are merely partners 
in a journey furnish an illustraticns they generally cuar» 
rel about ordinary matters and take effence en petty ccca- 
sions, Se, again, the eervants with whem ve are most prere 
to take offence are thosa who are particularly employed in 
erdinary everyday services," 


es af 

You see, thst has very mich to do with privacy. One can 

pub it this way perhaps: the lower and pettler the tidings are, 
-.""the greater the need for privacy. That is, we begin with tho 
7 fact that the parts of tie body and tac body is not carmmcuble, 
3C. and then we see tuat immediately reflected in these lover and 
petty thingae When we cet nervous because people are too close 
on usi in barracks, in boats, or wherever it may beo And then 
we gradually ascend to that. And precisely in lower and petty 
c- tidings, precisely because property is not such a hih thing, is 
it necessary to make it private, because it will lead to constant 
annoyarees. And now this question which he raises theres that 
sae work hard and cet little, ami sone work <= the opposites 

this problem, of course, arises under any form of caxamisn, 

Does any of you renenber how Lenin aolved this problem in his 
State and Revolution? Vecause be has to admit that such shirkers 
night cone up evon in this == after the caplete collectivization 
of the neans of production, Therm are people who can cut corrers 
under any comditions and such a radical ryeneration of human 
mature will mot be oroucht about by the sccialization of the means 
.of productian, Well, the state will wither aay and 1t will have 
withered away in the end, „Uf coarse, there will no longer be 
courts of las, What do you do in such a case? I forgot the words == 
do you renenoor? i 


“Iie says that socialien for the tine being is sort of a capi» 
telistie system where each man will receive according to 
What he puts into the system," 


lo, no, Finally =» but == when you have «= 


"Ohs well, aftcr tie state withers way then every nan will 
becae BG accustomed to working to e " 


Yes, bet there is ore pasveee in which Lenin admits. sae 
what grudgingly, thal even then yeu night find this kind of shire 
kerso Well, bis suggestion is consistent and at the sane tins 

, outrageous, unicb is perhaps nos == vell, I shouldn't have said 

at the sane times a type of lyzchingo The other werkers will take 

; Gare of hin, but there is no langer a low for it, so there is ne 
possibility of a real fair investigation whether this particular 
individual is or is not a shirker, Uood, Now lot us see, Ist 
us read the summary judguent on the Republic in 126 that 
this legislation has a beautiful faces one 


"legislation such as Plato vropeses uay appear to waar an 
attractive lace and to arges benevolence," 


Yea — may seem to bo not tenerolent ~e seem to be pbilaone 
threpic, Phiisnthrepiec in the primary Greek sense: leva of hu» 
man bsings. It had a very lisnited meaning originally», It cexid 


be used a5 Socrates occasionally says: some peepile leve dogs, > 
Oters love birds, axi he leves isan beings ihat existe. 
a did nut have this full see which it toek en later on. 


"The hearer receives it Dladly, thinkinw that everyoody 
will feel tarde eweryboly eios seme marvellous sense of 
fraternity — all the more as the evils now exictin; under 
ordinury Yaris of cowermens Clawnauts m mt contraztsg 
convictions for perjury, and o.sequious flottorios af tue 
rich) are denounced as due ts the absence of a syctea of 
COON Srcvertye Lone of turse evils, however, 45 duc to 
the aooence us CAW They all arise frau tie wiciked= 
mess 2i huan natures" | | 


dran na*tarc is a criminally bad translation because of 
wickedness, aristotle woul iever say hunan nature is vicesed, 


"Indeed it is a fact of observation that those who oun com 
non property, ana share in its ranzjicnt, are far core Bie 
ten of variance Witr onc aagotaocr than those vna have cro re 
ty in ‘eect ee enough ticae Who are ut voriznet i cone 
Beguence of sharin’ in orojerty look to us few dn nuder 
When we c apare tien itn tac mags Oy fe use ho sqm toebr 
propert, privately. 

 "Anotacr consideration a5 also be pressed, Justice 
densnds tat we Siodlao tase into cecvunt nob only the evils 
fra: white: non will bé Libveraced wen once tuey have torned 
their property into a common stock, out aiso the benefits 
of which they vill oe deprived, The life whien they ure to 
live appears to be utterly impossible," 


Yes, That is tie conclusion; corumunisg 18 utterly VWwipoisie 
ble, neanin; this demand for privacy without wiish we cannot Live 
Well and plezs.rtly ure not fulfilled, There will pe a constent 
ueccosity of Friction, But also. the constant interfereucs with 
anotaer Teilatu life in the most petty things: tnis $3 unbeore 
able, There is one pasos which we should alse read -- in izGua, 
the beginning, where he maxes toe general remark: but one must 
not ignore == 


“Je are bound to pay sae renard to the leng past and the 
paseaye os tbe years, iu which these thins would not heve 
gons unneticed if the nəd been really goad, Almost everye 
thing iaz ocen discovered already; thouge seme of tne things 
discovered have not Geen co-ordinated, and sume, thou; knew, 
are not put into practice.” 


Yes, let us stoo rere. That is a very characteristic remark 
which e» ani very inporiart for Aristotle, What, does he moran 
by that? That cen easily be misunderstocd. I mean, if everything 
is already kinsan, Aristeula’s pelitical esience would seen to 


4e p 
nave the function to walerstond what is, and not to propose what 


pow he 3a hat 
| ould bé. saat does le Gay here, as à matter of fact? 
M e he say? I noat, why doos Aristotle's investipution for the 


Ic” bent polity make seme? The duplication is == of Aristotle's 


e» is the best polity docs not exist and, to his knowledge, 


U has not ever existed, ‘Jc makos a blueprint of it for possible 


future use. iA: is this reconcilaule with what he Gays here? 


ell, he says à lot of things are known that arcn!t put 
into practice," EE | 


Yes == and also not put together. Both; but tie main point =» 
also not == and what Aristotle, in other words, what he says: 
(there is no institutien, we can say, not a sing institution 
\ which in is n discove [ the course 


ras, tat ti 


' ^ D or very rarely, put together 
dn tay and that he w do, Yes 


Does Aristotle find hinself here in a certain sort of 
positiansthat pesitien being the pesition after which everye 
ting. e o lius been discovered, e» 2 


lio, You can put it this way: there can be e» yes, which 
he suys, also to sone extent, in his philosophy, Ue has disceve 
ered tie truth, and all Bis oredecessors knew the truth only pare 
tially -a not in every detzil, of course; that is not interesting. 
But the fundaaental truth be thinks he has discovered, That is 


a Very imporcant point. The same is trus, in another way, of 


political subjects, wally where the proper putting together is 
being dons by Lin in Sueech, in beaks = not yet in practice. 

at's the erence between hin and Hegel? You know, Hegal 
hinsell regarded hinself as the modern Aristotle, the man who 
summed up the xhole previous development, but so that lezel is 
now the true end, ubereas Aristotle was only the Greek end, as 
we could say, What is the difference? «e between Aristotle and 
sear Apart fron that — I nean, apart fran what degel says 

o bo 


“Por Hegel, not only did he knew the things but they were 
in actual existence, for the most parbo o o où 


In other words == that is one point =~ for Hegel, the factual 
establishnent ef the just society is a condition for tbe comiee 
tion of the ineoretioal nhilcesoohy, The mnetepnysical truth, to 
use that, could not have teen seen before the just society was, 
in principis, established, Nothing of this kird in Aristotle, 
There is nc such conrsction between the establishnent of the just 
society ani the Pincine of the iizal metaphysical truth, but there 
is somethinz cise, wien is porama more inpertant, How did ee 
what about the future? What about the future. from Here's point 
ef view and frea Arissetie*s noim of view? Frem Hegel’s point 
ef view we saw that quos the treth is kram -e the theoretical 
as well as tne political truth =e it cannst but spread, There 
cannot be =- at least now = there may os temperary lapses snd 
errors, but they canmt last because they have the conscience 
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. of the tine against tüenselves, So there cannot bo a relapse 
into barbariam. For Aristotle, of course there con be reizooss 
into barbarism, and far depel the older schools of thinking, Say 

. Kant, say Descartes, or whit have you, Bay Aristotle == are fine 
ished. There is no possibility of their return or of a return 
to them, For Aristotle, all thc errors which are sible can. 


have a nost fantastic future, Thore is no of progress ln. ` 
this wya ‘So that the truth is == tue error of stupidity <= I 
mean thoro is a of Jecyelts contemporary, Coethe, which 
is roujuy to this effect. Ne caipares pro,zes8 tv this siluae 
tions a ship displacing; water, Tne ship is tho truth displacing 
error, mekin; headway, and at tio end the water, the displaced 
water, is ac;ain in control. The ship passes through and the situ- 

| ation renains as before, Thot is Aristotle's view of its the 

- older view, generally, of the situation, sut this peculiar 
Roptinism" is Hegelian and never Aristotelian, So, in other words, 
for Aristotle tie situction is — if I may conclude that =e there 
is a thousand vears, five thousand years, ten thousand years; I 
don?t know exactly how Aristotle would have figured it out. There 
would be a destruction of all civilization through natural caussss 
floods, earthquakes, whet have you, And then there would be, 
after a long lapse, a recovery; ond not in every detzil, of course, 
but in principle there would be a new developasnb and there could 
be another Aristotle in the next period ard that could happen 
infinitely cver, because the world is eternal, according to Arise 

. totle,. . | NL m E 


"Even if thc truth has been discovered, to discover it again 
is still to discover the truth." : 


Yes, if there is no uemory, surely yes. 


“When he turns to political science, however, it seems to 
mo that =- on I richt in saying that Aristotle is saying 
to Plato taiat you, Plato, didn't rest your search for wise 
dea ensugh on the examination of past and present policy 
of states?" 


In other words, Aristotle did not know especially the nodern 
developnente 


"No »- that he's saying to Plato tiat Pilato didn't look at 
political facts enough, Is that what he’s saying to Plate?" 


Well, unfair =e but he did not have sufficient reepect for 
whet men had doma; emitted it -< and Aristotle political 
men are sufficiently camostent without philcseo g 
not be te cometent to put then 
s &nd there is thers Aristotle cores 
in; Plato has a lewer wies of ths comneterce of political 
men: yes, Sure, there is no question, Let us turn to 125hb -e 
there is prebabiy a mow beginning there, a new paragraph. 


"There is also an elenent of danger in the method of governe 
ment vnish Plato proposes to institute, He makes ous body 
of persans tim permannm millers of hisdate. This is a 5y8e 
tem which must weed discontent and dissension even among 
the elements which have no particular standing, and all the 


. *(f 
nore, therefore, anong tne bipnespirited ond nartial 
elenents." ` | | 


|; Slow, does he not flatly contradict himself == contradict 
somethin: which he said befere? Wuat did he say befere? 


"je said it was best that one body should ve the perma» 
neni rulers, that this was not always possiule." . 


Yes, that's one thing, but here he secus to nay it is always 
ble, Jut here is 2 qualifier which is not uninpartant. 
What is a special difficulty in the Republic: that Plato maxes 
sare nen «e» the philosophers - the permanent rulers 
and who are the ruled? 


"Tho high-spirited ond martial ones," 


In other words, the rulers are not the soldiers. That's 
the point and tuat =e Aristctls will couply with this denand, 
In his solution oresented in Bock VII and VIII the rulin: class 

tao arued class, and then the things appear in a different 
isnt. The armed nen are simply the youner rulers. Contrary 
to the sugvestion of President 5Lisenhouer that who is old enou(h 
to bear arms is old enough to vote, Aristotle thought that beare 
ing amas cases first, and at a later age the voting, ami therc- 
fore there ls perfect harnony. These boys who are drafted will 
noL resent being sent out te war by their elders because ey 
know wo wild be the rulers ten years fro: now, Thats Aristotlc’s 
ee 359 there is no contradiction, Ant the last point, a bit later, 
perhaps ene or two sentences later when he canes to speak & bout 
happiness. 


"It is 2 further objection tiat he deprives his ;uardians 
even of happiness, n2intaininy; that it is the happiness of 
the whole state wiich siovuid be the egoject of legi^5latione 
It is icpossible for the whole state to be happy unless 
mest or its parts, or all, œ at any rate some, are happy. 
The quality of being happy is not of the sane order as the 
quality of being ever, The quality of bein; even nay exist 
in a whole without existing in either of its parts: the quale 
ity of being happy carmot. A further point may be raised, 
If the guardians are not happy, what are the other elenents 
ef the state which are? There is certainly no happiness 
for the craftanen, or Zor the nass of the common people," 


Do you see that point — Plate!s preset paradasy ee that he 
says I'm not concerzed with the happiness of any part, be that 
part a section cr the individual. I'n only ccmosrned with tos 
happiness of the polis, to waich Aristotle replies you cannot 
have a happy polis consisting of unbsapy members, Walle rix nay 


RO 


nay ve a composite -- the even number six e- of the three odd 
mmbers, turee and thrss, That's possible, but you cannot add 
up happiness ef the sun out ef unhepoiness of the numbers, 


mu That/s again the same point: one’s oup ==- happiness must be 
X .piness of the individual and there cannot be a happiness of tle 


o 1e individuals are not happy too. There are many nore 
thines which we iave to dismiss. I mention only onc point which 
is important for the further development and that concerns Arise 
totie®s critique of Plato's i2UuSo | 


Aristetie rejects Plato's Laws, which is a much more conne 
sensical thing than the Republic, om ous ground of special inmpore 
tance and that is thet Plato's =e tne regine in Plato's Lavs is 
oliperchic, which means it gives preference to a part of tie pop= 
ulaticn en grounds of wealth, The wealthiest people have the 
strongest voting right merely because they are more wealthy, and 
Aristotle thinks that this is a vicicus principle. That's very 
interesting, that the '"ideslist Plato when he cones to a prace 
tical proposal in his Laus snould be so tough as to be more ollie 
yarchic than the "realistic Aristotle," for Aristotle thcre is 
perfect equality =- no consideration of wealth => in his best 
polity, I mean, | 


Y the whole citizen body consists of reasonably 
wealthy people: tne non-wealthy are not citizens, That is Arise 


totic's ingenicus solution, You see tuere'’s a difficulty: no 

ope is preferred among the citizens on account of wealth, There 

is no ee that is his point. Aristotle will try to jive the seo 

lution of tae political problem by finding a city witnout a denos; 
308 1eans the common people, Thot is his reselution at which 

he ends at sJooks VII and VIII, We will cone to that later, I 

believe soneore wanted to say sonething? Yes =e ir, raulkner, 


"I don't urderstaad your explanation of why Aristotle does 
not refer to tne rule of the philosophers cr your explanae 
tion of why Plato himself doesn’t refer to it in the Tinseus," 


I think that is -e well, that is ~- tie imiediate reason 
for that: that in the Republic the philosopners are introduced 
as a neans to-an end.and not as an end, The question tierefore 
concerns the Repubiic, because both the Timaeus and Aristotle 
Sinply follow tue tepuolic on tais point. 


"But surely in the xepublic if the end is political then 
the rule of philesopners, as a central part of taat poli- 
tical regine, would ve worthy of coment," 


Yes, but tie philosophers are introduced, not as the rulers- 
but as the instruments for putting the couunistie society into 
practice.  iicw the question == well, Pluto had. of course, his 
reasons for thet. Very generally stated within th political cone 
text, philosephy can c ome in only as a means, and not as it ought 
tos as tne emi, Well then, mexb time lire Will read a 
paper o1 the rest of Book Ilo o o o 
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Aristotle's Politics: Lecture 5, April 12, 3960 `. 


. «o. and that you understood in the nain, but you took it lying — 
down as fur as your paper was concerned. You knew what I mean? 


"No - not exactly." | 
I mean, after all, you must have had a reaction to it. 


"I was impressed :ostly by Aristotle's thoroughness, As 
the footnote in the book says, when he criticizes, he criticizes." 


Yes, still, well the question, of course, is whether the criti- 
cisn is -e I mean there are certain cases where I believe we are 
unable to judge: when he speaks of, at tuat time, well known poe 
litical arranvenents and presupposes some knowledge of it vhich 
we may not hava, That can't be helped. But still — you noted 
one difficulty, He criticizes Sparta and so on very severely, 
ani yet he says of these three regines, Sparta, Crete, and Care 
Wage, they are justly famous, That sounds almost like irony. 


- "I put it in there because I didn't understand it, but it 
was mentioned. In fact, I could try to explain it. It 
can be said that for all their defects they are better -cs 
they try to be mixed reyines, This is practically closer 
to an ideal form than most of the unmixed regimes and most 
of the existing regimes in the Greek world. I didn’t think | 
I would have very much to say there." 


Nos I think it would.be helpful. The only trouble, I believe, 
is that this is not what Aristotle himself says, But still i^m 
gled that you tried, at any rate. Now, you make clear e- I mean 
I teke the terminsiegy wnich ycu uss, which gees back to Barker, 

I suppese, that Aristotle loois at these various regimes from 

two peints ef view: fron what you call the ideal and from the 

point of view of its inner consistency. Can you explain that 

—- and you try to show this in detail even when Aristotle himself 
dces not make the distinction which may very well be a wise pro» 
cedure, But could you explain to the class in general ya p 
pie centenporary example, what this distincticn means? 

— MÀ a: OTRON 

"Well the example of the system of / with Sparta is neals 

suppesed to b» a democratic instituticn, AS a matter of 

fact, because the unsaval division of property, the Spartan 

laws do not operato as they sheuld, The unequal divisien 

of property is an ideal defect, but it might be that the ` 

unequal division of prene=<ty, presumably you could maké 

the system of common meals operate so as not to discrimine 

ate against the pcorer cliicens, The Spartan Jaws do not 

de. Shap ias they make it warsa." 


| n. 
By the way, ideal defect is, of course =- 
"is ny om phrase, not Jarkerig," 
Yes, very shorthand — 
"Yes, very siortiand, indeed," 


aut we understand you, anyhow, Nor, waat I vas thinking 
of Was your simple contemporary example. You can criticize a 
given institution in tuis country, for exmiple, as not denocratic, 
assuming that the American polity is meant to be a deuocracy. 
That's one thin;. And tien you can raise the more far-reaching 
questions is the basic intent of tie legislator, of the founding 
fatners, itself sound or not? So tis meaning of the distinction 
is clear. Thank you very mush, tüen, | 


Before we turn to today’s assignment we have to consider 
a few things occurring in tie precedi; section because we nature 
ally devoted tie tine -e all the tine, last tine to Aristotie%s 
critique of Pluto, which we couldn't discuss sufficiently even 
then, Now there are two more biveprints which Aristotle discus ses 
in Book II. One is by Phaleas and one is by Hippedanus, “Vow 
Pnaleas! notion was ee do yeu remember, ilro Strickland, the key - 
idea of Phaleas? 


"That all disturvances within the society resulted fron 
unequal districution of sroperty." 


And what does =- do you renenber what Aristotle says about 
tnat? 


"He says that even if property were mde equal, this 

does not vet at the real problens, the real causes of 
disturbance, because there are at least two other causes 
of disturbance that =» are lack of moderation on behalf 
of an individual and seeking after sume kind of pleasure 
which is independent of any otuer kinds of pleasure, being 
philosophy," 


how let us wait a woment. Vo you reucuber tuat in the sece 
tion on Pl.to, Aristotle had aade clear that private property 
is absolutely essential? Ard Phaleas takes up tae question of 
property again and ne makes a nore specific suvpestion revyarding 
property: nanely, euuality of property, which usans, of course; 
also equality of private property, low Phaleas’ sugvestion ine 
plies a considerable interference with private oropertys For 
exaxole, inheritance ist ve uatcued, A 1an cannot Icuve his 
property as he sees fit — ami other kinds of interference with 
private property. That raises a question of principle: is the 
legislator, according to Aristotle, entitled to interfere with 
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property =- to sone extent ə to redistribute property? What would 


"I think he docs sy that it?s all right to interfere with <- " 
Sure. So, in other words, Aristotle is in favor of private 
property, but he is not opposed to govermicnt interference with 
property. So his position is very different fro that of modern 
econooic liberalism, That should be clear, as it should have 
appeared already fron tie econonie section in 300k I — you kno == 
which is not inspired by the spirit of Adam Smith. For exombies 
one is -e prohibition against selling one's estate, un tuat it 
goes dam to the family, renains within the family, is taken for 
granted, But tie nain point to which we referred is thiss Arise 
totle questions Phaleas! principle that property is the cause 
of civil war and other civic unrest. How does he justify this 
criticism? Perhaps we read that. 1266b -= do you have it? b38, 
which means almost before the beginning of 1207a — nen make 
rebellion not only because of inequality of property =- do you 
have that? Im sure it's a new paragraph in Jarker. lleres porae 
graph 10 Y uS | 


Paragraph 10 on pare 65, This raises a further peints civil 


discord arises not only fron inequality of property, but alse 
from inequality of tne offices which sen hold. ut here 


we must note a difference, Yne distribution of property 
Works in tie ovposite way fron the distribution of office. 
The masses become revolutionary when the distribution of 
property is unequal." | 


Yes -> Aristotle, ef course, says only the many, The tern 
asses is itself a very interesting thing. I don't know when 
it came into gereral use, Surely in tie French Revolution it 
was La Vie Ln ilasse tnat was used, but it is not much older, I 
think, and I wonder whether it hos not anythin; to do with modern 
physics -a you KnoW, mass ~e and tae theological tern, the mass. 
of perdition, which, as far as I know, goes back to Aupustins, 
does not have tnis meaning of asso It nas no == lrpan, as a 
concentrated, powerful thing. The Latin word nasses means orige 
ina2ly sauüething like dough: uy pronunciation veing so vad I spell 
it: deoeu-eh, and so I really think it stems from paysics,. Aris 
totle sinply seys t.e nany, Which is e= masses would be an absurd 
expression in a Greex city. You know, there are four or five 
thousand non or perhaps less who would be relevant. The many 
is clearer. 


"Hen of education boecoue revolutionary when tne distribution 
of office is equal," 


No, then tie distribution of offices — yes, when the honors 
are coual, In tre one case, vien the property is unequal tre 
multitude is dicsubisficd, When wie honors are equal the pentiee 
men are dissatisfied. | 


E 


"This is tle — of m verso iu Howers 
Office and honor arc one “and the sxe” 
for the pood and the bad aane 
Tiere are sone crises thich are due to lack of necese 
. gities; and here, Phaleas thinks, equality of propere 
ty will be a renedy, and will serve to prevent nen ` 
from stealing sinply through cold a hunger e" 


In other wards, you kno: in modern tines is doctrine is 
quite popular, That is a part, if a subordinate part, in the 
Marxist argument, There is a part of tne population which sufe 
fers very preat need, They don’t have the necessities of life 
and others live in plentys and then the men in need rebel in or= 
der to get a redistribution of property. Gut Aristotle says that 
is only one cause for change. The other? j 


"Rut want is not the only cause of crimes. lien also corm 
nit them simply for the pleasure it gives them, and just 
co get rid of an unsatisfied desire, Vexed by a desire 
which goes beyond the simple necessities of life, they will 
turn criminals to cure their vexation, Een may not only 

"^ comit crime to cure a desire they already feel: they may 

~ start sate desire just in order to enjoy the eart of pleasure 

which is unaccompanied by pain." 


Do you understand that difference? I mean, some wartthe 
mere necessities of lifes that's one thing. And the others wait 
things which are not rmecessary, and they are sub-divided. In 
the first are things ==- the first class of nonenecessary things 
are those who want to have nore than the necessary things: big 
houses, parks, and wiat have you, and that is the reason way 
they comit crimes, and consequently also political crimes: a 
change by virtue of which they cone on the top and can milk the 
population; That's one thing. The others: what are ihe kinds 
of things which he nears by this rather strange remarks: so that 
they enjoy the pleasures not acceupanied by pains, The first 
ences, who want to have wealth =- these pleasures are not without 
pains, as you can easily see that because ysu have wealth you 
have the pains of watching it and of ministering it, which is 
a great nuisance, But there are pleasures not accempanied by 
any pain and they are, of course, the most desirable ones, Does 
anything occur to you =- I mean every day exerience =~ that is 
net accompanied by any pains, The bodily pleasures, hewever please 
ant they may bo, are accempanied at least by the pain ef satiety, 
But there are pleasures where you cannet become satiated, ner 
de you have any pain like the pain of administering usalth, 


Student answorss "Honor," 


That's a cusstion, you know; yeu have to watch -- leck at 
these people running for office, No == even ence they are in 


Th 


office, Ho — something very simples I give you an example of 
“pleasure. (Jere there ore chairs; you cau sit if you want t2). 


. ' You just go for a walk and suddenly you sell the orange blossaisy 
 . quite unexpectedly. There wes no precediny desire and you enjoy 


4% ani it is not go that if it stops you are unhappy. This kind 
of thing exists, Now, of course you can say these aro == no one 
assassin2tes a ruler in order to -- that's clear. But Aristotic, 
taking a broad view of the situation and tryin; to c onsider all 
kinis of motives, makes first the distinction between desire for 
necessities of life and desire for thins which are not necessary; 
and here he makes =~ in the latter case he makes a subslivisicn. 
Those luxuries which are necessarily accompanied by pain and the 
other "luxuries" which are essentially free fron pain, and nou 
let us see what he says about tnabe 


"What is the renedy for these three kinds of crine?" 


Well crine is, of course, 3orker's interpretation, Of course, 
these three @= how shall I say =- illnesses, you could also sayo 


"lor the first kind, we may answer, Sonc modicum of propere 
ty and sore sort of work: for the second, a temperate dise . 
positions. o o o" EE 


Is this clear? In other words, the people who suffer fran 
the necessities when they should hive some property so that they 
don't hunger and so on, and also work - you know ee and so tnat 
they don?t get Funny ideas, And tne second ons, who want to have 
tuese big palaces, They should be -- learn to become moderate 
in their desires: moral education. And the third? 


"o o o as for tuo third kind, we can only say that if there 
orc ncn who vant to get unmixed pleasure purely by their 
own. independent effort, they will find no satisfaction exe 
“cept in tne aid of philosophy. o o o" 


kow whet, has this to do? I nean, we are practical men and 
political scientists, What has this to do with that, this seem- 
ingly far-fetched thing. In other words, what Aristotle neans 
ig this, What we all knew fron the amell of a rose or similar 
=> or perfime, maybe; that, on tne highest level, the most cone 
piete way is philosophy. This affords pleasures much nore intense 
sive than those of perfume of any kind; and the verfume of the 
mind, one can say, and in addition it has also some other mean» 
ing apart fron that pleasure = that we need it, ultimately, 
Why does Aristotle refer to that here in a political book where 
' ws really speax about serious matters? Well, Aristotle implies 
e and that will cecce clear Irena other passages ee we cannct 
reach full clarity about political things if wa do not thine of 
that text calied philesonhy as the highest of which man is cope 
gbo and which is e which, in a way, linits political society 


P 


| because political society as such is unable to philosephize, 
The polis cannot philosophize and that is.important to imow bee 


. ivi canse we uust not expect the highest satisfaction fron the polis, 
If fron political life, If we have tne highest expectation from 


^ the polis, then we idil encapo in visio olitics und vili 
nob ret those solid pocds which political life can procure. , So 
Is irnpossible to clarify politics without having some undere 
starmling of the trans-poli , That is one occasion which Ar- 
stbotle uses to refer to that. Yes? 


"Well isn’t this inconsistent with the statenent tnat the 
polis is in every way self-eufficient, both morally and 
externally and physically?" 


Another student: "Ve philosophize outside of the poliso o o o" 


Can you? In what sense? Ist us look at our friend Aristotle 
himself, Where did he live? Did he live in a desert? Did he 
live in sone mountainous district without any conveniences whate 
ewer, or where did he speml his life? A considerable part he 
spent in tne city of Athens, Plato spent practically his whole 
life in Athens and sai others still nore. So, in other words, 
philosophy somehow needs tie city, because if everyone has to 
take care of all his needs in every respect he won't be zole to 
think. There are needs of tim body which must be fulfilled, 

The problea is more complicated, One can say philosophy is not 
sible without the nolis, and yet the philosophic activity is 
not a political activity, tst as an exauple, One can also say 
the polis meds philcsophy, as we shall perhaps see later en, 
and yet that again does not nake philosophy a political or party 
affair, It’s a complicated relation, I only wanted to show now 
why Aristotle is comelisd to imlicate fron tine to tines for — 
example, at the beginning; of 3cak VII but also other passages ee 
to refer to philosophy. Quite 2 few —— we will cover, of ccurse; 
certain passages in the third book where Aristotle sugrests the 
perfectly satisfactory politicai solution, Lvery man would think «= 
every sensible ian dreams that that's the real thing, Am Arise 
totle makes a question mark, The question mark is related to 
the fact that the solution has boen reached in entire disregard 
of philosophy and we mst never forget that. Well I can give 
you a sinple modern equivalent te the problem of Aristotle which 
makes it in a crude way nore intelligible to you, but in a deeper 
sense nakes it much more unintellipibie, and that is culture, 
You knou, culture in tle sense of culture of the mind, which you 
use in the composites culture vulture. This higher thing, which 
we sonehew divine is hirner than the political ee that takes on, 
for Aristotle, the precise form of philosophy because the other 
things which are related to that — for example, poetry — is 
ecsentially subordinate to philosophy and therefore becemes a 
thene cf Aristotic's Politics, as you will see in Books VIT and 
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VIII, The polis has somehow to take care of poetry. It cannot 
take care of philosophy; a creat problem up ts the prescnt days | 
all questions of censorship tolay are naturally affected by ito . —— 
Academic frecdan, as we say, is not quite the sane thing as the = 
freedon for anyone to write any novel or poeu he pleases. I nean; 
naybe tie two cases should be treated in the sawe way by law, — 
but that meets with no argument because the two cases are differ- 
ent. Well we may take this up later when ve ear to Aristotelian =e 
what Aristotle says about censorship, Now le% us po on, | 


"o. o o for all pleasures other than that of philosophy 
need the assistance of others. ‘thc grezbest crines are 
committed not for the sake of necessities, but for tie - 
sake of superfluitiss, llen do not became tyrants in order 
to avoid exposure to cold." 5 


Is this clear? And that proves that the greatest crines 
are not committed by nen in need because there are oiher waya 
ef =- snaller crimes are sufficient, like theft and so. But the 
biggest crine, hichtreason, establishing of syranny, is not cane 
mitted for this reasons And therefore Phalezs is wrong. He bee 
eves that the root of crine is ned, That is not unimpertant 
"to nentien today because there are same people who really believe 
thet nsed today == need, poverty and all that kind of thing are 
the causes of crine, There are occasions but other things also 
give equally occasions, 


This is the reason why the honours paid to the man who ase 
Sassinates a tyrant =- and not a mere tudef — are also 
great. We thus sce that the general scene of tue constie 
tution proposed by Phaleas avails only against the lesser 
crines," | 


So that’s tie completion of this, Now this is all I have 
now to say about the Phaleas section, Let us turn to the liipoede 
ams section, 120fb22, we might read the becinning here because 
that is a unique thing in Aristotle's work zs we will see, 


"Hi1ypodauus the son of suryphon, c citisen of liiletus, was 
the first wan without practical experience of politics who 
atteupted to handle tue theme of tic vest form of constitue 
tion. le was a nan who invented tae pianning of towns in 
separite quarters, and laid eut the Peiraeus with regular 
reads. In his sercral life, too, he was led into some ec- 
centricity by a desire tc attract attentions ani this made 
a mmber of pecplo fecl that he lived in too studied and 
artificial a manner, ile wore his hair long and expensively 
adorned: he had Ploring roces, expensively decorated, made 
fren a cheap but warn material, whics be wore in sumer tim 
as well as in winter; and ne aspired to be learned abcut 
nature generally," 
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Yes: lot us stop hire, Aristotle never again, either in 
. the Politics or elsewhere, goes out of nis way to describe the 


^ ..eharaster of a thinker he criticizes. Apparently, in this esa 


dt is very necessary to do se. You remenber when he == zt the 
beginning of this book when he said we rust study the curlier 
doctrines lest we be accused of anbition < what he gu * Bays 

in the political book, In political matters these quaiíiities of 
the individuals count; in a purely theoretical ciscusyion they 

are irrelevant, lov this was a nan == the first nan not engaged 
in politics who attcited to speak avout the best reine, Sintes 
for Aristotle, tue question of the best regiue is identical with 
political philosophy or »olitícal science we can say :Uppodanus 
was the first political philosophereespecially =e or tlc first 
political scientist; especially if we consider tin fact o the 
other aunlification == not enj;ared in politics. If screom en= 
waged in politics thinks avout tue best regire, that's his business 
in a vayo But the man who is not actually encaged in political 
cotivity ax yet thinks aoout tie best regduics that is tie theoe 
retical nan regarding polities: political philosopher or political 
scientist. liou this first political philosopher amd political 
scicntist was 2 strange fellow. le was a town planner in the first 
place, and then hc had a very =e was a fussy fellow, You know, . 
gone things vould renind onc of a Dohonian and other things vould 
remind him of a kind of =- how do you say — snob? Is this a 
kind of snoobisa thing? Certainly le was -e hc vaunted to show 
off. This mich is clear, And tien he also was a naturol philoso 
pher, in a waye ile wished to be a nan able to speak caupetently 
avout tae whole nature. Now that is renarkable,. Aristotle nakes 
clear to begin with that ne was a souewhat ridiculous fijure, 

and this ridiculous character of ilippodzuus indicates the preblen 
of political pliilosophy or political science, Ami what is that 
problen? I nean, the basis was naturel philosophy. And fron 
natural philosophy hc lcarned == that does not appear innmediately 
fron Aristotie, but fran sone other reports we have about that 
nan e= he velieved hb lud found tix key to all natural phenonena, 
and this key was the number threo. Every thing, every boing, 
proved to consist of three elements, taree parts, and ome you 
understood then, once you had t.e formula you had understood it, 
And then he's trying to apply this natural science to politics, 
and ho divides all political things: laws or wnat have you or 

tae polis itself, into three parts as lucid as the natural science 
was. The result was utter confusion. That is tne first form 
which political philoscphy or political science takes on: a sime 
ple imitation of natural science, and seme essential difference 
between natural things ond political things is missed; a sinplistic 
View of political philosophy or political science, not linited, 

by any means, to Hippsdamus 25 shown by the following facts cne 

of his suggestions is the legislator ought to encourage inventions, 
these innovaticns -= the sans spirit, in other words, which is . 
at hone in the sciences and arts: progress, necessarily ibon, 
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 Bhould also be at hyw in thc polis, There is a perfect coordin= 
, ation of the polis and of scieme ar knewledges that view which 


ue in modern tines was so powerful aul triumphant and is known by 
Lc the nae of She Enlightemaent, Society is subject to the sane 
DU O Taw to which science is subject: the law of progress. And theree 


. fore the most important part ef thc discussion of ilippedamus has 
.to do with this problen,. Is the polis <= are the political tains, 
arc especially tie laws, of the sae character as sciences or 
arts? -y the way, there is this Zormils fran Deuey: the method 
ef democracy is identical with the method of intelligence, iowe 
ever, the method of intelligence is of course the wethod in scie 
ence, The desocratic method is the scientific method. That is 
one version ef this thought: there is no essential difference 
between political thinking and seientific thinking. liow let us 
see hou Aristetle discusses this pointe Now, ve cannot read tne 
whole thing; tiere are only 2 few peints, I nention the main 
point, 1'21 state it in nedern language; fundanentally the thought 
is the sams, If you ercouraye imvertion you encourage, in our 
language, technolo,ical changes Sut how do you knou tnat teche 
nological change will net lead to social change? Everyone will 
admit that. ut new we code to the creat problems will not sccial 
chan;e also isad eventually to political change? And then, can 
the statesman who is concerned with stability simply encourare 
inventions, ist. technolo ical chanves? As a very grave problem 
with which ue Live, if you think only -— well, a point which Are 
istotle will discuss later - the crucial importance of nilitary 
technology for political things. If you have civilization as 
it existed in the Middle Aces in iu and the Greeks had sine 
ilor periods sisa they remember, there the nerve of the ary — 
was the cavalry, the knivhts. £c a rule of Lnichts; feudal 
rule, In ir» mment infantry becane the queen of battie, more 


democratico rezine emerged and this beautiful phrase, the gat as 
the preat equaliser is very revealing. Here this could be bought 
by practically everyone and handled by practically everyons <= 
establishes a vory massive form of equality, And these nilitay 
changes have bad creat political consequences. Now, do you sse 
what happened in the maantime? The equivalence of a gun, and 
even ef 2 machine gun, has faded absolutely in the age ef these 
terrific super-sieapens which can be handled only by a very small 
part of the population and gives, ef course, a tyrannical gcverne 
ment infinite omer, They can simply send over an atom bono if 
need bo and then that settles the rebellion, Therefore, these 
Questions we must keep in mind, Yes? 


"I just wondered if a practical exemple of this in Aristotle 
might howe besn tho «e if itm not wreng == the Athenian dee 
pendence uson light infantry after, I guess, 500 B.C. er 
50, uher the fallen pewer ef the heavily armed nobles; in 
other werds, 6 o PLI 


The heavily arned were not the nobles; the heavily armed 
Were the nidcle class ami even lower middle class, No =~ no, 
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The were still regarded by Aristotle in his tine — the 
heavily armed soldiers ee as the qüecn of battles. Tie problem —— 
to which I will speak later on in this book vas created in Athens 
by the navy because for the navy you meded pecple w:o did not 
have — and you preferred people who didn’t have -= any property 
whatever because, you imov, the e And they acquired 
political power via the ned for the navy. That's another trouble. 
Now let us see, Aristotle says there is first the case for cirnge. 
We cannet read these extrenely interesting passages, and I can 
only swrurize them, ie cannot read then for reasons of tins} 

you should really read tien. "e 


-~ -> 


low in Aristotle the case for political change is very sine 
ple. We find progress everywhere: look at we physicians in 
aloner and look at a first class conteuporary physician ee I mean 
in Athens =- whet a difference. All kincs of t4lnpgs can be done 
œ= cured now, which were hopeless in the case of == in the tine 
of Homer, And in gynnastics, and in that have yous pro ress everye 
where. The prirciple is hiss non in general seek not the inberis 
ted, the ancestral, but the good, The ancestral as ancestral 
has no claim to authority. They nay have been old feysys, as 
Aristotle says uere, What we seek is the goed and not the ances- 
"iral, That's a clear case for progress =- you know, and that 
state of mind which you all Ima. Lut then be states the case 
against change. and that is more interesting because we ore less 
fmilliar with that. Will you read that, in 1269212? 


"But while tuese argunents go to show tnat in sous cases, 
and at sax tines, law ought to be changed, there is another 
point of view from which it would appear that change is a 
natter thách needs creat caution. When we reflect that the 
impreyenent likely to be effected may te small, and that 
it is a bed thing to accustem men to abrogate laws lighte. 
heartedly, it becomes clear that there are sane defects, 
both in legislation ard in government, waich had better be 
left untouched, The bensfit of change will be less than 
the less which is likely to result if ren fall into the 
habit of disobzying the goverment. We mst also notice 
that the azmalegy dram frem the arts is false," 


Now, listen carefully: ley has a fuzdsnentally different 
character fran art or science — a fundamentally different char ase 
ter =» and this was overlocked by the others, What is that? 


"To change the practico of an art is nct the same as to 
change the operation of 2 law, It is from habit, and only 
fran habit, that law derives the validity which secures 
ebediexce,. But habit can be created only by the passage 
of tines and a readiness to change fron existing to new and 


different laws will accerdingly tend to weaken the general 
power of lawe?” | 
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Hott, let us stops tnat is all we necd, So that’s tho crue 


. ., Cial point. To repeat it, literally translated: for the law has 
^ : no power wuatever touard bein obeyed apart from habitustion er 


eusta, That®s the crucial sentence. However, that’s a very 
paradoxical sentence in away, Does it not mean that the law 
derives no pouer whatever fron its reasonubleness, fron its cone 
vincin; character? Yes?. 


Amat of the initial acceptance of lau? iran when 
a low is enacted it is followed at first, for soue tine, 
what is it then that =e " 


Thet is a point, vut nust it not have sase correspondence 
to other habits already in existence? 


"I neant in this senses thet perhaps in thc initial accepe 
tance we find sa. oi the thor requireuents involved." 


Yes, wut let us asmne: that people were, to begin with =» 
in tuc renxote bepinnin:s, less intellectually active than they 
cre in a nore sophisticated ase. Yes? 


"Isn't this perhaps nere an arpunent for ‘verenental changs 
rather than against change at all?” 


Yes, sures surely, he's not against change at all, Aristotle 
is only against precocious change «> cautious changes What Are 
istotie says is that it were the case -- the burden at proof rests 
always on the changers, not on tie preservers, But of course, 
they my have 2 very strong case =e the changers. Sure, Yes? 


"Would Aristotle seo a distinction between two different 
peoples, one of whan seens to be wore low abidin: in general =- 
would tend to follow bigger chanves in law than another 

people which has less respect for law in general and there= 
fore couldn't be trusted to accept fluctuations?" 


Do you nean to say this: that a port of the population night 
very well be rationally convinced that this change is good, but 
not all. would you mean that? 


"lio; I don't think so, What I neant was that, say, the 
Enclish tend to be more =» tend to ouey laws passed uy 
Parliauent or somethin; even if it’s new and of a certain 
giount of radical nature, whereas another people, with less 
experience in goverment, night bs so uch nore upset by 
any change in their -e " 


Yos, that would onounb to the seme thing, If a bich degree 
of rationality exists, Jaws con really oeduangod,. But the qusse 
tion is precisely = Jst us radicalize that. It would mean that 


a 


the nost rationcl xn wuldnt need any laso It is perfectly 


sufficient to prove to then that this is sauni that they do it 


- I5 uet way, then they do ite So the Lw is rimari 
CIZ $9 those uli do not follow reasono d 
"* ^3e nustiako for orientation a Society whi 


addressed 
i:reiore it Woulk nean 
cn is not outstandingly 
rational, as te Aritish, in your hypothesis, arC o 


"Well, this is not == I think you nisestated what I was try- 
ing to say. I vouldn?t agree that the 3ritish are mecese 
Scrily nore rational than anybody else > but rather -= " 


In one wa; they are. I will give you an exaniple later, but 
C2 ono | | 


"My point is that it seens to ne that an act ef the jritish 
goverment, simply because it’s an act of Parlianent, nay 
be followed nore because the 3ritish people are used te 
ooeyin:; duly constituted laws, simply because taey're duly 
constituted, not because of the rational content of the law, 
and that othcr people, who are Jess used to following laws 
simply because they ate duly constituted, they tend to fol- 
low nore, o o o and therefore the British are in a better 
position to acccpt faster chon; because of tlc greater ree 
spect fur tic lavanking process." 


Sure, Jut the problen is a very interesting onc because 
it shows, to satisfy sous anong you, the obvious linitutions of 
Aristotle's Politics, Waat I mcan by that is thiss Aristotle 
did not anticipate modern society, That’s absolutely clear, 
And be did not know certain possibilities which developed in 
nodern times. Now one of these possibilities is what we all mno 
as the distinction between the constitution and the lous, This 
distinction is — has its likely older origin, but not an Arise 
totelian origin by a long shot =» ond this older distinction, 
occurring in tic sixteenth or seventeenth century, is tiat between 
fundauaental laus and laws which aro not fundarental,. Out of that 
distinction proves the distinction between thc constitution ard 
tue ordinary lewss, ligu, once this distinction has sunk in deeply 
and tho fundanental laus sre not touched you do not =e no conclus 
sion regarding tis fundamental laus follovs fron chan;es regarde 
ing the ordinary laws. Is this clear? Once you know, for exane 
ple, Parliament is the legislating body and Parliament is elece 
ted in this ami this way, That nusi not be changed by any 
‘hen tho individual measures of Porlianent, say tho individual 
lows, are not so terribly important. But that required a very 
great step. Furthernore, regarding the distinction between cone 
stitution and tic laws =~- ordinary lawa «= you nustn't forret, 
not in the British theory -= you know, which that doesn't exist 
~~ but in those countries which have a nore theoretical basis 
like this country ard France and other countries, there is ine 
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notion e» there is the sovercign peges Tho sovereign pvools 
gives itself first tie constitution onl then, derivatively, ths 
law. All lezislction, in other words, is suwhow sclielenicla-. 
tion, clthourh in practice it doesn't look tuat uay frequently 

as we know, bub that is, at any rate, tic theory then. low all 
these enormous changes have wolded tie habits, tue ways of thinke 
ing, of cll of us, Aud Aristotle did not know tuats; ho did not 
take it into consideration. Aristotle would be wholly objoctiune 
oble and deserwe to bc throm into tix dust bin if he had not 
considered tue orinciples of modernity and not the developmentss 

^ nnd that be did, by implication. And tuot is == I nean, I cane 
not develop tiis nous we will have better occasions later. ut 
now ict us «= i vant to read to you two modern utterances, one 
Auerican; one British, regarding Aristotle’s problem, The firat 
caws fron Tie Federalist Paper, nuwer l9, iauilbon or ilxlisons 
"If i$ be true buat ali vovermuents rest on opinion it is no less 
truc that the strenvth of ooinion in each imiividuol and its prace 
tical irifluemee on ids conduct depend inch on the number which 

ho supposes ty have entertained the samc opinion," in other werds, 
in thc languaze of Dim, Resin, wen are very nuch oticredirected 
and not only no, Prue reason of wan, Zias uan hiuaself, - is tindid 
. and cautious-wien left alors." I suonose.035 of you know how 
un)jicasant is in if you have an opinion different fron everyone 
else you knew on 4 iavter of sas iuporbtance ani tistis really 
nest uncaifortaule and because, like ibniluen or tadison said, 
"The reason af man, Like tun hinself, is tiniíd anl cautious when 
left alom,” "And acquires firuness and. confidence in proportion 
io tx nurioer with which it is associated." The nost absurd opine 
ions beco we resocstable if iiany people hold it. I mean, I do 
not vant to give you some exaxples from social sclence because 
that would be unfriendly, but I meu that to be, “When the exme 
ples which fortify opinion are ancient as well as mmerous they 
are known to have 2 double effect, In a nation of philosophers 
this consideration ought to be disregarded," You see: even the 
Fedsralist Papers nust speak of the philosophers in order to make 
Clear wnat they nean, FA reverence for laws would be aufficiente 
ly inculeated ty the voics of an enlizhtened reason? which would 
tell you (a) that you have to obey laws regardless, in the first 
place, because iswisssness is a nuch greater evils secondly, which 
would show you in tnis particular law how rezsonable that low 

is «= take any of toe niceties of the tax 1z«n4, then you will 

geco what I mean. "Rut a nation ef philosophers is es little to 

be expected as a philoscphical race of kings wished for oy Flato, 
and in every citer nation the nost rational coverment will not 
find lt a sucerilusus advantage to have the prejudices of the 
community en iis side," That is what -- yo see, Now let us 
look at the arts, | 


It would te angolutely fatal to any art, whether it is that 
of tue Snoemacer or that of the physician, taat this would bs 
„based on prejudices It would detract fron tis quality as an arto 
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In the arts instruction proper is necessary. The young appren- 
tice of the shoemaker is instructed by the choenaker, ie teils 


C. hin unay to use this kind of neodlo and not that kinds why to pre» 


fer tuis uaterial to thats and every action is rational. There 

is perfect ratiouwlity ucre, vased on one preise: taat man should. 
wear shows, ‘fuat is no lonper a probleu for shocuakers noturallyo 
Jut still, wc all have sox. access to a rational discussion of 
tuat problem. So, in the laws there is no instruction possible 
because the transizission of prejudices is not instruction. In 
the extreme case: when you say to u child, do thiss do not do 
that =~ that is not instruction. vhat is a kind of training, 

or however you call it, out it is not instruction occause you 
coaunot give a rcason and even if you ;ive a reason that is in 
wost cases not t.e sufficient reason, because the child vill not 
understand it. ‘That is what Aristotle means, and t.attronsfers 
Over to growneupBs 


Yor I read to you a Sritish statement and there you — let 
rc see whetucr I find it e» and that occurs in Hacauley's ilistory 
of Enpland in tiic third volume, well, the cditdon which I have 

So tuat I a1 not able to give tio payeo "Of all tis acta 
that have ever been passed by Parliament, tin voleratiou Act is. 
perhaps that which nost strikingly illustrates tie peculiar vices 
and tac peculiar excellences of rnjlisu legislations The science 
of politics bears in one respect a close analogy to the science 
of uicciuinics," Wiis is the suir problem which Aristotle hass 
tuc arts and Lows "The re.thenatician can easily demonstrate 
tuat a certain parer applied by mcans af 5 certain lever or of 
a certain sysiC of pulleys to raise a certain 
weicht.o Jut his demonstration proceeds frai his position that 
the auchiner, is such as no load with gaining of weipht, If the 
enjincor vere to lift à creat ass of real granite wy thc instrue 
1entality of real temper, real g should absolutely rely 
on thc propositions whicn he finds in treatises on natihcuatics 
aud should nake no cllowance for the imperfection of his matere 
dials, his whole apparatus of beangs, wheels and ropes would soon 
can down aud with all his (castrical skili hc wuld 
be found a far inferior builder to those cave wen and barbarians 
Wao, though: they never hard of tim developnent of horses, named 
to Stoncuene, hat the engineer is to tie thee 
notician tic active statesuan is to the conte:plative statesman, 
The perfect lauziver is the just temper between the mere man of 
theory who can see nothing but general principles and the nere 
man of business tho can see nothing but particular circunstances, 
In English legislation the practical element has always predone 
dated and not geldon unduly pecdominated over tne speculztive, 
To think notiinz of syusíry aid nuca of convenience, never to 
renove an ancuoly werely pecauce it is an anaaly, never to ine 
novave except when sune (rievaoce is felt, never to irnovate exe 
cept so far as vo get rid of the grievame, never to lay dam 


"i 


any proposition of wider extent than the particular case for which 


sdb is necessary to provide. ‘liese are the rules wuicai have fron 
Cou tue ape of John to the ape of Victoria pewerally guided the delibe 
-uscz'; erations of our 250 Psrlizuents, Our notional ‘istaste for whate 


ever is abotract in political science ancunty undoubtedly to a 
fault, yet it is porhaps a fault on tie rignt side, That we have 
"uen far too slow to Lwrove our laus must be adiltted, but though 
in otlcr countries taere may have occasionally veer nore rapid 
progress it would not be easy to nane any otier country in which 
there has veen so little retropres2ion." But that was written 
100 years &;o and so on, "Tuc Toleration Act approaches very well 
to the idea of a reat Enclish lag, To a jurist versed in tie | 
theory of legislation but not intiiately acqucintcd with the teme 
per of the sects axl parties into wuch the nation wus divided 

at tie tine of thc revolution that uct would sean to bo 2 nere 
Ciaos of absurdities and contradictions, It will not bear to 

be tried by sound general princizles, Nay: it will not bear to 
be tried by any principles," Sounds all Aristotle. "Jut tuese 
very faults nay perhaps apsear to be well when we take into cone 
sideration tie passions wx prejudices of those for vuoi tie Tole 
cration Act was fraxrd, TAis law abounding in coutradicticons 
which every suatterer in political vnilosophy can detect did what 
a dew froned by the utnost akill of the greatest masters of pose 
litical philosoohy might have failed to do. That tie orovisions 
wen have been recapitulated are cunmbersoue, purile, inconsise 
tert with each other, inconsistent uiti the true theory of relie 
gious liberty must be acknowledged, A11 that can be said ina 
defense is tuis: that they removed a vast nass of evil without 
Locking a vast wass uf prejudice," 


Low that is a nodern 3ritish fortmlation and very British 
AS you see also on tiis nice mmor =- you meow, not to be tried 
by any primcipies und so on =» what Aristotle reans, Only Arise 
totle states it witn classical si:plicity and not with uritish 
Inn:or, . : 


(Inaudible question), 


Yess what is tue difficulty. o ə e (Inaudible exchange), 
Let us assune that the best recime is the rational regime of a 
perfectly rational society, Then Aristotle would say a perfecte 
ly rational society is not possible and therefore we have to see 
tie society viich allews for the preponderame of 
| in suci a way that these rational rulers have the 
Propero e o o e o e (This part of the lecture off-udcroplons)e 


o « o e A perfectly rational society would be a society in uhich 
every nember at icast can pe perfectly racional, You see what 
you have? That is a very inportant pointe And our troubles 
today in political science are due to the fact that tnis notion =s 

Whats saw pecole call the classiccl theory of denocracy eo a8 

toe nhysicists speak of tac classical theory ef physics. The 
Classical theory of dmocracy neant sonething Like that: that 
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the dc:ocracy is a regine in which every Inman being has ratione . 
ality, and fully develops nis reason. And therefore the true — 
deaccracy would be a universal aristocracy, They are all gentle 
nen and there is no longer a need for a gentleman class ruling 
the vipers: all are pentlenen, ‘ow when we read today, everyone 
-— I mean, are you fadliar with tix present approach as written 
by the nore people. e » e How they have abandoned that 
capletelys: that is visionary. Tnat is visionary to expect thate 
Tne people are as selfish, as vulgar, as stupid and can be mease 
ured and tuat yeu want in a decocracy and tierefore all prebleus 
sten fran the mature of that, There is a beautiful formulation 
of Aristotle. e e o in wWiiich he spcaky of prupaganda, Thats its 
you see, propaganda is the opposite of rationality. ə e e (Host 
of this off-zicrophone and largely inaudivle). 


(Change ef tape). 


e o e knoavledsse =- fknovledpe", which thc citizen us citizen has 
and must have. It is not acquired by instruction proper, the ine 
struction miich you ft at the university or which you get even 
in tre shop of a shoemker. I mcan fron tle point of view of 
present day rum of the mill social science, it's eleuenrtery what 
"Aristotle says because there is = every society rests 
ultinately on certain alung «= Bone also say on myths and 
the relation bezueen the two things is very obscure, All right, 
but then science is saue such nonerational . If that 
is so tie basic traiming of the citizen, 25 we can Say, how does 
there cone now nuch legislation? It is not a comic process, It 
is very grave. Only Aristotle sees here 2 problem, you ses, and 
what these peorie today do not see, and that is really the shocke 
ing thing, is iat ths old orogressivist habits -- ever greater 
enlightenment ef the citizens ~- still persist. That is frequente 
Jy shared by identically the same social scientists who take this =e 
how do you say «= comditiening view, In present day language 
the question af infcrmetion vs, conditioning, Everyone admits 
today that you need information and this information must be true, 
I mean, why do the foundations pive these enormous milliens to 
the secial scientists except because they telieve in the value 
ef true inforzziicn,. At the sane time the social scientist teaches 
that the basic crientation does not have the character of infore 
matien, but ef conditioning, as they say, and the conditioning 
is a somewhat inhuman expression for what Aristotle calls habitue 
ation, Conditicsning you can do even in an inanimate thing, Hae 
bituation, however, is to som extent possible for the higher 
aninals, but much more so in the case of man because habituation 
presuboposes azucority and euthcrity is you know in the. 
: - authority e» and if you have a dog and train 
him tiat is not authority, strictly speakin., because the moral 
element of authority is sbsent. It's only fear anl hope involved, 
Now — good « 39 we must leave it at thet, but you see this ilip- 


podamus seoticm is an cxtrecely interesting section, And now 
we rust turn -— unfortunately we don't have much tine - to the 
rest of the ocok, | 


06 
The first section decals wit Sparta and in Sparta — tiat 
| 15 very clearly divided; I mention this because I have not observed 
--| this earlier. We have first tix econauic characteristics; econe 
=< anio in the Aristotelian sense — tle household, and slaves in 
“7? bhe wider sense wuich ncans bere tie llelots, [y women and (c) 
property, And toe uain thene are the women who are nest unsate 
fefsctary in Sparta and he makes many remarks hore about tac fair 
sex which it is better not to read in class. And of course the 
question whether Aristotle is right aid wrong here would lead 
to a dog and cat fight. o o o Sut the Spartan wonen had a very 
| o Don!t forget the nest fumous of all Greek 
waren, Helen, came fron Sparta. Yes? 


"Aristotle says that it's a well known fact that martial 
nations or uilitary men are controlled by their wives, 
Why was tnis a well known fact?" 


(First part of ansier inaudible), Aristotle says a uartial 
people arc nare concerned with sex than a non-uartiol people «= 
not necessarily wonen, le says either wonen or 
and the Spartans chose ~e yere more in favor of women and conse- 
quently this presentation deals with women, and in addition they 

the nen were away in wars, The women had much too 
much freeden and selfsdetenzinziion, Yes? 


"The sentence I was quoting reads: "The inevitable result, 
in such a constitution, is the worship of wealth, especially 
1f — 25 happens with most military and martial stocks =s 
the citizens ore darinated by their wives," 


Yes, but that is here -e is this the passaze where he refers 
to Ares and Aphrodite? Is this thse passage? Well there is a 
referense to Ares and Aphrodita, the God of war and the God of 
dove, and that they were brought together by the ancient myth 
Ja Aristotle toinks that myth was right. The heeman has a pecule 
flay attrcction for women, You nave read that in the literature 
I suppose. Yes? And as we all do, and similar things-so — and 
Aristotle leaves it open; there is the alternative of 
that exists. Sut the mere interesting point which is implied 
ir your statement -= what do you mean ~~ wiyez ^ hen=peckcd people 
=~ you know, hen-pecked ren =e why do they becus, via their wives, 
lovers of wealta? That's the peint, That dcesn!t miks sense 
te you, Why? Because you think there is no difference in this 
respect betresn men and warsn: some are profligate, some are stingy 
and some are in between, 


"I see: he's making an exception that there is a difference 
bere brius2on nen acd vægen as far as tua desire for wealth 
48 concern2d," 


Yes: now necessarily for wealth, but for things which noxnsy 
ean bhy, I mean, you nust have Been in some pictures 2 woman 
who wanted čo have a hat and it w as perhaps an ugly hat, but 


| 
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Bue was attracted by it and no reasons taken fraa econaics or 
norality av religion or esthetics could confart aid she Was —— 
just lyin; down en a couch and strangling <= however you call 
that -~ because she didn't pet the hat. Now wen very rarely are 
«a I nean, that is tiis school of literature to which i refor = 
nen usually do not get so excited about a hat, if you knou what 
I mwane And thet applies to everyonB, To bring it back to ts 

| perfectly appropriate level of literature wiere it belongs =- 
don't forget that in Plato's leouolic, Book VIII, where ho dige 
cussed the perfect polis, or tie perfect nan, how is the son core 
rupted? Sy the mother. You see this point: you know that in 
the mechanics of desire for external goods the principle to keep 
up with tie Joneses is said to play a great role. ave you heard 
of that? Good. How it sees, according to that old fashioned 
school of writers, that wonen are more impressed by the keep up 
with the Joneses principle thon tio men, Now of course this meds 
nany qualifications and no lady in this room participates of these 
altered vices we all know well, But that is what Aristotic thouyhs 
about ito Now -= uut to speak nore sericusly - tho older view 
of the difforence of the two sexes and the neral difference of 
the sexes was based on this principles that the so-called bioloc- 
ical function or the different function of the two sexes is bound 

to tell on aiy level, however hich, And therefore tie desires, 

“the perspectives, anl what have you, cf won, are bound to be 
affected, Not that woren ere Jess intelligent than mens you know 
all =.» we nave tue nany I.Q.'s which refute that, sot that the 
pover of inteljizeme, especially in practical watters, over against 
a certain kind cf passion, was thought to be smaller in the case 
of vawn, I mean, for exxsple, the exanple of the hat. I :ucan 
reason speaks against tuat hat, Passion soeaks for that hat. 

Low in tac case of men, passion can be better controllsd in these 
Lnatters, That is what Aristotle means, Aristotle knew many greedy 
meng that is nov the point, but it is also not wealth as wealth but 
tne things wich wealth, uoney and all can buy, 


Now then he turns to the political institutions and discuse 
des the phras, the Couucil of the ilders, the Kings, the cermon 
meals =» because that is a political institution -e and f 
tue adairals, Sparta pot a navy very late and therefore that 
new institutisn of tho admiralty created a special difficulty, 
There is one point which was mentioned by lr. in his 
paper and I was surprised that he did not make soua glass on that 
ewe that Aristctie says about running for office, a very tinely 
Subject now, Can you repeat this statenont? 


"To have a regime that reouired a person actively to seek 
office is to encourage ambition aud tiierefare crime," 


Yes, certainly a nora degeneracy. Do ycu know where the 
word antition ccuss fran? Pro: the Latin word ambitus, to walk 
alongo » o o SO the Word ambition is derived frais e > o But 
Wnet do you say? Is this nob an absurd principle of Aristotis? 
Is it not like a Wictarion eld lady? ` 
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"Ho, I think it's very obvious that ideally tho office 
‘should seek the nan; it newer does." 


Tes, but if it never does Aristotle would be unrealistic <= 
“As a Standard af a test regine, why it would in fact be — 


Yes, but then you see, we mst not. use the standard of a 
best recive as a kind of box into which we put all unintelligible 
ee we mst make tlicm sound intelli libe, 


"It's porfectly intelligible =. as you can see in a city 
Tike Chicago just about any misuse of anbitdon Tor h^: «9 
ond offices as you can ln ə e >» o" , 


Yes, but the question is the alternative: the prohibition 
against not wholly unreasonable, 


"Ho, it would not be wholly unreasonable," 
Under what conditions? | 


Another student: lie doesn't make it. lie saya tim man who's 
best suited should have tie afficc if he wants it or 1f he 
doesn't mune it," 

Firsi studet "lio praises the sys in Carthage for the 
systen of indirect elections," 


I don?t know what you neen by indirecte You man by raise 
ing your hand? 


"No =- substantially nonedemecratic, but selection by lot 
Would be 2e» has no relation to merit. I suppose you haves 
to have a mail community where people know each other «o " 


If people know each cther 1t would be closer, but do you 


people have any experience of your oun where you pee 
and that is not done? 


"Surely any organization ws*re in, you're likely to worry 
how to pet the best person elected because there vary often 
you will not vant the office," 


Well, take it where I see everywhere: the people who 
ore bes best fitted don't want to beoone generally =~ without 
any puolicity and that is so, Now let us generalize fron that, 
Wide tha gtatouont dcesnit make sense lf you take a modern 1 


society, it nales sense in 30c190188$3 in >r societies 


Ge 


of a certain level, because we must assume that a deportment has 


. r. higer level than nost =e the great, e » o So, now if that 
^or: ds so then we have already saw help for the understanding. Pere 
27; Raps these large societies =- tremendously lar(e societieg <= 


are tieir nature orevernted iran develop a kind of excels nce 


Wi. was irmossible in maller societies aen we have —— 
to accept that areal Stically" ani seek for another lecus of exe 
cellence if it is true that a respectable society cannot be ree 
spectable without havin, seue prohibitions, legal or nonelegal, 
far sil human actions, That*’s the way in which I think one should 
read Aristotle, G oodo 


"Doesn't Aristotle criticise Pluto on this point? Ile dcesn’t 
approve of tic idea of tho rulers not being active in the 
Job -— that they not seek affice and don’t want it.” | 


(First part of answer inaudible). 1f one does not regard 
ee (Inaudible). o o o So,in ether words, Aristotle is not unreal- 
istic, took into consideration a x fferent kind of soe 


ciety and this | dm of society is not condensed by the 
fact that S no lonrer exist as political society, It teaches 
us snething about cur politaral i Society which is of importane 

at least for a proper analysis, whatever the practical prospects 
nay be, Now there are a few more points and I take up here «e» 

I liuit nyself to the most important points, 


Mr. Horton noted the fact that Carthage is not a Creek city 
~- I nean the three cities which are praised by Aristotle are 
Sparta, Crete — well, Crete is of course not a city but cities 
in Crete — and Carthage, Carthage was a Phoenecian city, not 
. Q Greek city, and this dispsses once antl for all of ths 

phrase occurring in so nany text books, the Greek city-state, 
it is the city, That the city happened to be nore common anong 
Greeks than among non-Greeira is an accident, The pelis i8 a retur 
fora of Inman association according to Aristotle for the reasons 


which he has indicated in Book I and Whic h will partly occur ia- 
ter. are is as g as =- I mean, is defective, but 


it is not more defective than Sparta, I do not want to go into 
certain subtleties thera, But now when one reads Aristotle!'s — 
oriticisn of these three izneus renines ons sonetimes has the 
impression Aristotle is iromical because what i5 good of these 
three things? Ne hardly leaves anything, Now =e but Aristotle ao 
there nay be sow irony here, but it is not such a Simple irony, 
What is the principles in the gib of which Aristotle Bays that 
taess turee are the best of these which actually exist? Now Mr, 
Norton səid the nixed regine. That Aristotle doesn't say and 
even if he szid ii you would have to know the reason wir mined 
rezines > fristotle gives a very Simple statenent 
of ths principle in 1272b. 29 to 33, Well that is at the becine 
ning of the section on Carthage afer he has made this sivtcant r 
that those tnres rarines are olicse $o one another and dizfer from 
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the others considerably, The Cretan, Spartan, and the third of © 
those, that of the Carthaginians.: Now will you read that? č . 
1272029 == whoever has that, . 


-aIt is e proof of a well-ordered constitution that Carthace, 
with her larve populace, should steadily keep to the sane 
political systen: she has had no civil dissensions worth 
nontioninps ner any attenpt at a tyranny." 


let us stop hers. These are the criterían, Now toe first 
point, no rebellion, no civil wars, no such bloody dissensions. 
The first criterion is stability and the secerd criterion is ne 
tyranny, Jlow let me translate tlie latter by a positive formulas 
t LII and frcedan, These are tie two criteria, What is the 

use of a free regine wich is absolutely unstable? What is the 
use of a regine wiieh is 100% stable but in which you can’t breathe 
without permission by the authorities? In oiher words, it's really 
comonesensical, tit criterias stability and freedom, lieedless 

to say that Aristotle does not understand by freedam that hich 
decree of licemeso without which we couldn't-lLive a single day. 

hat's not a matter — well, we coue to that later. But it nas 


.SOuething in ec mon with what ue would nean by freedau, These 


are the common sensical criterias stability and freedon, And 

ho says that is tue preserve of tiese three, Now before we jup 
off and say how absurd, Jet us consider tie nest famous exanole 
Wich canes to our minds and with whieh Aristotle Was familiare 
Want about Athens? Was it not a free city, freer than Sparta 
ond surely than Crete? What about stability? How many chunces 
of the Atnenian constitution within one genmration? iiead only 
Aristotle's am account in his so-called Constitution cf Athens. 
So Athens would not be an example. There were not otacrs — yes? 


"I wanted to — Itm interrupting but I wanted to raise this 
-- how coes he reconciles Cretinist, Cretun emphasizes civil 
dissensions ami time couplete breakdowm o? the systen only 
as un island — because it’s an island -= t 


That is quite true but still it is so. Youcun say thia: 
Crete as described by him reminds of the MiddJe Ages -e in the 
later part of the Hiddle ayes, and also of Poland, e o a liotice 
the hijh degree of lawlessness and so, but it was stili the regime 
as Such not. You see, there is a difference. For example, take 
this, a comtenporary oxauple,. You nave these constant changes 
of covermients in Italy and you have it in France, Still =» that 
is very bad ead the causes of that are worse -o> 


"They den?t have stobility, but still he says, in so many 
Words, it seems to surier fron time to tine from tyranny 


42A €- 
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Dut thai L3 not bechnácally precise. In other words, cortain 
organs of thas regime tock very graat liberties but tie regios 
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as such wasn't disturbed, lou if saneone would say therc are 
_. ether Greek cities — for example -- wiich Aristotle knew, which 

: were better than these regarding the two criteria of stability 

und freedai — for exuple, tuat island of Peirus which is praised 
Do highly by Thucydides — Aristotle has a very simple and comone 
sensical reason, ile socaks only of the nost fuious ones. Whether 
there was a uonderful island somewhere is irrolevart,.., This is 
of course not uninportant frai other points oi view but when we 
speak politically about big problems we legitimately disrerard 
thet. So that the procedure for Aristotle is really sensible. 
Hou this point -= stability — must be interpreted and tuen you 
ace that he nust mean auite the sane thing thet we mean. He means 


Lm d 


by that no popular unrest. The denos, the common ople 
tolerably satisfied, That is tic practical meaning of state 


o otüer words, and now I bring out the antisdenscratic 
elenent, the prover subordination of the demes, Now wey must 

be reasonably docile. Therefore there is another expressien for 
umb Aristotle eans -œ~ I nean the standard which 

in all these critical analyses <= that he would appeal to every 
politically exoerienced nan -= well, don’t you vant these two 
things, stability and freedai? That’s my criterion, The fuller 
elaboration leads indeed inte that best regime wiich, if fully -— 
elaborated, will no longer be the box. o o a thcrc is one nore 
passage which I think we should read and that is in 1273a, 25 

to the beginning of b. That is this (reat question of wealth 
and soe of you sailed when lin, Norton pave his rcport that 
Aristotle scens to do saw there, because Aristotle 
insisted all tic tine, in his critique of Cartnayge especially, 
tant people rust be elected with a view to virtue or uerit and 
not with a view to wealth. And now the unfortunate trouble is 
that these thinss are not so easily separable because certain 
virtues cannot be practiced except by wealthy people. for exane 
ple, nmuníficencs,. Who can wake big gifts to th city <— a beaue 
tiful temple. . . . while a poor man. And «lso tiere is tue other 
practical danger =- tix treasury. It is unfortunately so that 
the inclinsticn to enbezzle or — there are perhaps nicer words 
for that — to relieve themselves of a manentary need by some 
doan which they will pay back the next first when they will cet 
again «= and it is greater for a needy man tnan for a wealthy 
man, And therefore it was even in Athens a practice — even in 
denocratic Athens you elected wealthy people for treasurers, just 
-as you elected notoriously brave men for generalo, That was the 
end of <= you didn’t elect these officials by lst. New what is 
that? Do you have that passage? 1273025 =e puragraph 9 on page 05, 
De you have it? Read it, 


/ "If elcction on the preund of neans is characteristic of 
y 9$ oligarchy and election by nerit of aristocracy. e o e" 


That is crucial; I mean that I must briefly exvoloin, The 
democratic principle simply is to elect anybody withous any 
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. regzrd to any other fact except that he is a citizen, That*8 

. clears That — and the technical form of getting that is elece 
a”. ton by lot because then you cannot consider anything but ths 
— fact that ne is a citizen, If you consider nerit == without any 
| ^: regard now to th difference between genuine and spuricus neri 
Sai «we but if you consider nerit in principle as we are supposed 

to do in the nodern democracy, thot is an aristocratic principls. 
tect i And if you consider wealth es wealth, that is on oligarchie prine 
alic ciple, Is tuis clear? ‘that is what Aristotle here presujposese 


n. p ye A 


"If clection on the ground of means is characteristic of 
oligarchy anu election by ncrit of aristocracy, tie syster 
on which the Cartha;inien constitution is formed vould seen 
to be souaethin; different frai either, Joth grounds are —— 
taken into consideration in the elctions of mapistrates at 
Carthape, especially in those of the highest - the Idnys 
emi tae generals. rhis deviution fron the pure principle 
of aristocracy must be regurded as on error. e « o" | 


You see here that is another point which Aristotle presup- 
poses as sunething waich every sensible man would granb him, just 
28 every sensible nan would grant him thet you need both stabile 
ity ond freedan; and the other sensible principle concerns the 
rulers. Who should rule? Of course, the uon fittest to rule, 
most fit to rules the best uen, In this sense , aristocracy. 
Aristotis dossn't arjue that. iie thought that everyone who is 


mot blinded by prejudice or doesn't have an axe to grind will 
aduit that. 


"This deviation from tho pure principle of aristocracy must 
be regarded as an error of the original lawegiver. It is 
ono of Lis initial and greatest duties to see to it thot 

the most neritorious are in a position to enjoy leisure time 
- net only when thay are in office, but even wonen they are 
not <= and to refrain fron occupations which are unworthy 

of their gifts. In any case ee and even aduittin; that it 
nay be right to take neans too into consideration, in order 
to secure men of leisure — we nay still criticize the Care 
thaginian practice of making the highest of offices (those of 
t: kings and the generals) epen to simple purchase, A rule 
of this nature puts riches in a more honorable position than 
nerit, and imbues the vhole of the stats with a spirit of 
avarice. The values attached to things by the heads of the 
State will necessarily determine the opinion of the rest 

of the citizens; and a constitution in which merit does not 
receive the highest place of honour is one in which aristoce 
racy cannot have a secure existence," 
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. ALR rights let us stop here, kardo you see the point which - 
I == in vther words, that the most weritorious wen, the most Ht 
nen <= because you need not only cleverness and proficiency. - E 
That is not enou;h. You need also saue moral gudl ities: at least — 
justice and fairnesB and sane other moral qualities. So then 
the virtteus men should rule, Virtuous doesn't mean - how 8Sii.21 
I say — wezik-headed decent fellows as sone modern nen are likely 
to understand that because weakehcadedness is, of course, a vice, 
a defect. ‘Intelligence and nora] virtue. But now tue difficulty 
=~ BO Ue Will elect such people, Yes, but how wild wo -- such 
a nan right be a poor nans Socrates, So what do we do? Well, 
you knoy whet ue do. We pay them salaries, If they are Presi- 
dents, or we nay them salaries even if they are representatives 
l E of the people and, in our sense, Congressuen, Yes, but does this 
| not bring in a kind -~ a slightly disreputable element, that it 
| becones a job for gaining a livelihood and not a public trust? 
| Is tisrenct 2 certain elenent of indelicacy? So one — Aristotle 
says therefore one should try to do that those who are most pron- 
ising to tecom fit wen, fit for rule —— that they snould live 
in such a position that they should have some competence indepen» 
dently of their office so that there is no necessity for then 
in any way to run for office in order to live, There are otuer 
-reasons why Sristotle says so; for example, because leisure is 
absolutely neeess for developing the mind and leisure is not 
possible witanut some competence. And ef course you can get leie 
Sure tarsujk foundstions, as we all. know and I know, but first 
of all that's a more recent development, ani I have seen sone 
cases wire students were very glad if they had a couple of thoue 
Sand dollars for tirnuselves and did not have to be deoenderit on 
foundations, ‘You knou; tuat can have all kinds of difficulties. 
So, in her words, Aristotle «= what he has in mind, and that 
is crucial for tue whole books the ruling; pespie, this rational 
Stratum, the rentlemen or hovever you call them, must be nen of 
independent. means. And here a preat difficulty arises. Whether 
a fellow is wenlthy or not can very easily be seen, generally 
Speaking, but whether he is virtuous and wise is not so easily 
Secn, ab least not by everybody, You nust have sane cigree of 
intelligence to recognize virtue and wisdem, a higher degree of 
intelligence’ than to see that he is wealthy because een the create 
est fool cam know if he is wealthy if he has access to the banke 
ing accoumt of that man and - or to his tax sneetz you know? 
That's mt the difficulty. And therefore a difficulty arises: 
will the rulers not be in fact wealthy men? That we knows whether 
they are virtaous nen we do not know, Wow Aristotle makes theree 
s Som quaiiilostlons to make the clarity, In the first place, 


he distinguishes between various kinds of wealth, Which kind 


of veaith is most conducive to intellizent public-spiritedneass? 
And his sole ansar 13 a certain kind of gentleman farmers 
are better tizen nerchamts and industrial people, Then be tares 


enotuer iiu whaica is nore inportants education, bvan if these 


a 


| were originally notiiíng but lackey fellows and they were 
- Bons of wealthy fathers, if tue education of this rulin; stratum 
- ds proper at tbe end of this educational process they will have 
^;acquired some fitness to rude which those who have not because 
educated this way will surely miss, Well, we will cament on 
that later. The Aristotelian argument -- I mean, Aristotle starts 
frai certain elenentary - which we do no longer know boe 
cause of that radical cuance in the conditions of mens nodern 
life, The tacit premise of Aristotle everywhere == not only of 
Aristotle, tat of everyone up to a certaintime is scarcity, It 
= 4s impossible to have a society in which all menbers of the Soe 
one cicty ore properly educated =- physically impossible = and hence 
| the question arises: hov to pet <= hou to select in the fairest 
way those who should get the highest education and tae problem 
in Plato's Republic too, 1n practice, I iban if we disregard 
tuat visionary solution of the Nepuclic — in practice, it vill 
not work without u certain zrbitariness, without a cert: use 
tice, if you please, Tnat is true; that is the problen, That 
one reason why the hunan problem cannot be solved entirely 
by political neans3 because tiis cannot be helped, this basic 
difficulty. De 
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Now one last points: in his survey at the end of the book, 

Aristotle speaks of a mmber of uen who were either Icvislators 
for a given regi or even established the regine at the sans 

tino and tae nost important part, of course, there is the sece 

lon. tion on Solen, tbe Athenian lecislator; and Aristotle defends 

UC 7 bim — defends Solon against the charge that he originatsd, God 
forbid, democracy. What he did was a perfectly decent thing, 
Aristotle Says, in which the pecole had that share in pover withe 
out Which tusy cannot possibly be in sympathy with the regine: 
the em to elect ond the rigi:t to audit the napistrates after 
tocir term of office., Ang he gives ore of those uistorical exe 
planations which are so eminently sound and which, of course, 
doesn't sten frea hins that it was the Persian War and the crue 
cial role which the Navy acquired there under of courses: 


an accident, and not Solon?s planning, which accounted for the 
emergence oi democracy in Athens. . 


I think I mst leave it at that, Next tine, I repeat, =~ 
we you read the paper» and Mre 0009 9 0 
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Aristotle's Politios: Lecture 6, April 1h,:1900- 


e e o revolutionary constitutional chanye. Is this not a slighte d 
Jy awkward expression? I mean, wouldn't the ordinary understane 
ding be that a revolutionary change is not a constitutional change? 
So it's good to think oi these little tninus,. Well, that's trie 
vial, Nou you made one point which is more importants there is 
no new polis, you said, where the constitution does not changes 
Yes, but I think that is not what Aristotle weans. For example, 
you have a polis, say, in New bnyland — 2 tam =e and this town 
rüprates to California, bodily, Is it the sae polis, according 
to Aristotle? lio, I mean I think, for exaunle, if say iliddlebury 
becones lew Middlebury in California it is a new polis. So that -es 
the conditions are very aportant and also — we will discuss 
that wien ue core to that. I didn't understand two reaarks which 
you made, You spoke of the connection between the question, should 
an artisan be a citizen and the question regarding the difference 
between the good citizen and the good nan, or tie relation between 
good citizen 2nd vood nan, What's the connection between tic 
two questions? Aristotle raises the question, is tue food citie 
.. en identical with the good man, am! in this connection ix raises 
- " the question should an artisan be à citizen. Wnat?’s the connec= 
(7 tion? á | 


"Well, the connection == , . o o is the good citizen a good 
man =- you can have a polis where a wan can be a good citi- 
zen and yet the polis is not a good polis; it’s not accorde 
ing to the proper end of a polis.” 


(Tape break: hence part of this exchange missed), 
. "Well, in a good polis the artisan would not be a citizen." 


"Well, he points to the fact that it's possible to make an 
artisan a citizen, but he can't really narticipate because 
e» well Aristotle isn't explicit but I inaçins because of 
the tine and all that sort of thing, he can't really pare 
ticipate," | 


] Another student: "Well, I think ne says that the type of 
od uliva obediencs or the kiud ef subject that the artisan has to 
l be is not the sars type of virtue as the citizen has te be 
tfan in his double capacity as citizen and subject, e . o" 


Yes, that is so, but it is not clear enough just as Mr 
renark is not clear enough, Yes? : . 
C"I think that wnat Aristotle says is that only at ons point 
does the coed citizen becowe a good man and that’s when the 
good citicen rules and also is able to cosy." 
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Wand he says that tue wechunic isn't able to cet into a hue 
nan position. o o md Bi i 


That is not sinple enough. It is relevant, uut not clear 
enourh, | 


"The ypod nan can be a good nan by followin, his nature and 
this nzture nay allow hia to be a Citizen when he is not 
fitted to be a citizen, Ile nay be a guod nen and not a ci- 
tizen as vell," | | 


You don't catch the full thought. The mechanic == yes? 


"The good nan has to rule his passions ell thc thw. e o 
{rest of tuis cnswer inaudible). : 


Yes, that is related to it vut still the nain point is very 
Simple, Aristotle, I think, states it explicitly. The artisan 
cannot be a zood uan, but he „ay be a pood citizen under cer’ 
Ganlitiona, That's the connection. e na 2 vod citizen 
In á democracy, Tut is pe central point. Wow the last points 
you say Aristotle divides the constitution first according to 
muioer, although nuiber is accidental as he hinself points out, 
Why does he start fron nwiber,in your opinion, although it is 
accidental? | 


"There are several possioilities, One is that the taing 
that first presents itself when you, of course, look at the 
situation is bnat it is nuwer =~» in sare cities that nany 
rule>o e 9 J" i 


nat is good encuzh t3 begin with: yes. I mean it is not 
quite sufficient out it is the central point, AD right. how 
let us, then, turn to the titird book, Next tive, lr, or iiss 
Furst will read it, 


Nor I would like to nake one brief reiark regardiny the gece 
ond book of the Politics which we discussed hitherto. low the 
sections dealing wath olueprintere, i.e, Plato, Phaleas; Ifippodae 

EZ I think must be rejorded as thc key to a sensible histcry 


of politica phiicsophy. In tie history of philosophy, generally 
Speaking, everyone still follows the outlines of the history de 


wen by Aristotle ín his hetennysics -= first book of the Uctavhysics. 
And tae reason is that Aristotle was so higüly cunpetent, Of 
carse, he also knew nany vritinjs which huye been lost, but the 
nain point is taah he vas such a remarkable analyst of tuese phile 
osophies, low, on tue basis of this experience it is wise tc 

give Aristotle tne benefit -f the doubt also reparding political 
Pailosophy, aii wien ie says tiese three wen of very unequal rank, 
Piste, ilippedanus and Phaleas, are the jumartant »eople to corsie 
der a5 für as tae question of the best repine is conceriuca tuen 


Sit 


) 
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we can be sure that taere are no others worth widile. I nean it 


,"Would be =e how shall I say =- it would be unreasonable to have 
x (any other suspicion. Now in tac conventional history of politi- 
<=" eal philosophy that is, of course, denied, And there is especially 


one phenomenon which plays 2 creat role. I believe this ghost 
has also nade its appearance in this class on a former occasions 
the so-called Sophists, You Know, you mst have leard of then, 
Welk, Aristotle doesn’t speak of tien at all uere. Ile docs necne 
tion then at the end of the Stiiics, They had saiething to do 


wita: politics but they were not political philosophers in any 
strict souse of the term because not raise tue question 
of the best reçine, Aristotle says he Sophists were pcople who 
practacally identified political science with rhetoric, and I 
think we have no choice tut to believe hin, -Now what is the idea 
umeriying this identification o* quasieidentification of polie 
tical science and rhetoric. Here we recognize an element of truth 
in tke conventional view. These Sophists seen to have taught 

«ææ 213 of then -e that tae polis ami all politically relevant 
things, the just and. toe noble things, are conventional, are merely 
conventional, liow if that is so it followed, contrary to the 
modern view, that this is sauethin; very low, very dispicable. 
because only what is natural hus an inherent necessity and dige 
nity. So what is merely conventional -- think of the extreme 
case of money == wheticr you coin dollars or pound sterlings is 

a purely aroitrary decision, That is not respectable; a nere 
convenience, and no serious man would be terrioly interested in 
that. But still you have to live with then in a city. What is 
the conclusion? You use these conventions for your private cone 
venience, The others -e uie fools regard then as terribly imore 
tant. You, an enlightened ran, do not but you have to use them, 
ilou What is tue way of using then? What is the art of using these 


(conventions? Answer: rhetoric. You go -- for exauple, well, there 


is a certain notion of justice prevailing: nerely conventional, . 
But these conventions are enforced and so if you want to live ` 
happily in that city you have to pay sone external respect to 
then and tie external respect is that you argue on the basis of 
them when you are accused or when you accuse soneone else, and 
Sinflzr questions. So that is tne connection, And this is, of 
course, m:.-athe theoretically interesting thing in these doctrines 
is the assertion that all noble and just things are merely cone 
ventional, But that is only the presuppesiticn and that in ite 
Belf doesn't make a political philosophy and I would go bayond 

it and say that this asserticn in itself is not a peculiarity 

of the Sophists but stens from certain pre-Socratie philosophers, 
The notion of Sophist as used in the libb 150 years or se, roughly 
Bince Hegel, is a conveniert myth and is not based on sufficient | 
evidence, cut this only in passing, So it’s much wiser to take 
the second book of the Polit:cs as the key to the understandirg 

of classical political palicsonsr, l , 


9 i Book 3 
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‘Mow Jet us turn to tho third book and begin at the begimminge . 
Tho third book, and especially the section virich we discuss to- n 
day «= although we may need part of the noxt meeting for the dis" . 
cussion =~ is the central part of the Politics. The fundarental 
considerations occur here, Now let us read tic first sentences 
"ie who looks at polities,” let ne say, “and wiat each polity 
4g nnd uhat character each of then has -= for nin the first thing 
to look at is to look regardin: the polis: what a polís is," 

So Aristotle == you ace, this is a very inportant statencnt. 
Aristotle males clear here one thing. His priwary there is not 
the polis. He studies the polis oecause you cannot understand 
the polity without understanding the polis. The polity is the 
theme, Well, polity -- in Greek, politea — and that is, by the 
way, thc title of Platots Republic: politez. And waich I!11 brans- 
late as reçine, uich is not a wonderful translation but is the 
best I kno: end soucone will perhaps find another one on another 
occasion, And so I will now use tne word regine and lator cn 
Aristotle will explain to us what that sang. So the regime is 
the first thing and the polis is interesting only because we are 
interested in the polity. He says the question e- he who wants 
to find out about the polities, about the regimes, and which each 

. i8 somehow will know there are many rugíaes, i.e. many kinds of 
"regines, and also of what character or quality it is, which means 
also and nost importantly the good or bad, the just or unjust - 
ones. So, in other words, the question of the most just regime, . 
the best repime, is realiy the guiding question, frau we 

urn to question of the polis. But perhaps it is not a quese 

tion what a polis is: everyone knows that. Why is polis a quese 
tion, a proolen? That he says in the next sentence: "For at wes- 
ent -e § Do you have it? "For at present taey are of different 
opinions, Sone people say the polis has done the act, and others 
Say no, not the polis but the oligarchy or the tyrant.” lou what 
is — oliparehy and tyrant are fomus of the regime and here we 
see the difference between polis and regime in practice, Somes 
one Bays the polis did i£, and others Say no, the regine did it, 
lio take an example: sone say Germany did it. Others sey nes 
the Nazis did it. The distinction is immediately intellicitis 
to you. That?s that Aristotle means. Not - there is always =e 
the poris never exists without an order, without a regino, ond 

f yet necessary distinction is in practice always obsured 

| necessarily. That's the problem. We will gradually recognize 
very fauxiliar pneonouena behind this seemingly abstruse distince 
tion, The first who say in this case we could say the polis is 
identical with the regime, and others say there's a difference, 
At any rate the problem of ths polis — the difficulty of finde 
ing out what the polis is == is connected with the problen of 
the regine, for the question corcerns tbe relation of volts and 
regin 0, Who ars the people who Say, RO -- not the po i 

yt the oligzrchy or the tyrant did it? What kind of pecole are 

they? Let us talk as political people -- I mean, and not aS abe» 
Struse specuLavard, Who are the people who vill gay that? ‘The 
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denocrats, of course. I nean let us not fool ourselves avout 

—: ¢hese nice thin; 8 — aristucracies, and so on — but in crude 

` ` practice you find tyrannies, oligarchies and democracies and 
perhaps, in rare cases, some c% which are wuch vetter — and 
aristocracies — out that is a very subtle thing, To begin with, 
crudely we ‘have these alternatives. The democrat would say that. 
lio we draw from this a conclusion: that the distinction between 
the polis and tue rezine is prinorily a.denceratic distinction 
ond we will find other examples of tae sane Kind. The polis 
we may say, has in itself z atic Aristotle adcults 

m thinks tnatts a bad bias. That is anotiuer natter, 

But the polis is saaehow tendin; to be democratic. In an earlier 
passage, in 1259b, l to 6, we have seen "for the polis tries to 


be =- "3; no, the polis "tends to be a society of equals and free." 
That is so Aristotle sces =» now, but what does mean fron 
Aristotle's point of viek? Since Aristotle rejects denocracy 

or regards it as bad, wnat does this fact nean taat the first 
clarification berins here as vell as later on when he specks of 
the citizen with a democratic notion, Well, that political phil- 
osophy, what Aristotle is doing, encrees in a denocracy, That 

is not entirely an acclden. an old=r oned stable aristoce 


racy there is no need for political philosopüy, out in the nonent 


i Vi rst, is given immediately, Jut what is Aven 
u deiocratic order and the clearest examic is, of course, 


Athens, Athens is tle hoic of political philosophy: a denocracy. 


liou hou does ne go on — where we loft off? "le also see 
that the whole business of tiie statesian and legislator is about 
the polis and the regime is sone order of those who inhabit tae 
Ç potis," Now in a sense, the polis is primary because what is 
ithe stutesrian and legislator occupied avout: with tae polis, not 
| With the resine. And furtherncore that also shows the a varently 
t Secondury character of the regine, The politea, the regine, is 
SQac order of tue inhabitants of the polis. First you have the 
inhobitants of the polis and then you have the regine, Jut the 
inhabitants of the polis in a way presuppose the polis, We shall 
later on see that ticre is sai elment of truth in it: that the 
polis cones first and the rege aftervard, Jut this truth is 
not true enough, as Aristotle is coin; to say. well, then Arise 
totle concludes that we must therefore find out what the polis 
is and therefore, the polis being a composite, we decompose it 
( dito its elements, And what are the elenents beyond which «= 
| Which are no longer divisible? The citizens, because if you die 
i Wide the citizens you come into politically irrelevant distinte 
tions. I mean toink of ukat happens if you are cut into paria, 
. You are dead and a dead nan is not a part, a possible element 
of the polis, Qr if you make an intellectual division between, 
Say, Soul and body that is, in a way, also politically irrelcvant 
cause we rzed eabodied scuis as citizens, If ue go bayoni was 
We cease to Speak about tne political things, Yes? 
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a "If you draw'an analytical distinction between polis and 
-. ^: regine then isn't citizen primarily a component of regine 
Jei * and therefore nan vould be prinarily a component af polis?" 


family, tac village, and what have you, ut tho nore indie 
widual is not, Tiere is another reasons ie could =œ and taat 
is crucial, I think, and shows you the subtle procedure of Aris- 
twble,. By dividing the polis into the association he arrived 
E a better understandin; of the polis without any reference 
waatever to the phenomenon of regire, 3y dividing tho pelis into 
the citizen ami finding out immediately that the citizen is rela 
tive to the rezim; the regire caes in immediately. We have 
a beautiful nireteenth ecbtury equivalent to that, In the nine- 
/ —  teenth century =- last half of tim nineteenth century — politi- 
Gal philosopmy was frequently called theory of the state, The 
State: what kind of state? What kind of regine? That was not 
s Clear fron tie question, tiow uhat Aristotle does in Book Is the 
polis, without any reference to regime, reminds externally of 
a tueory of the stale, a theory of thc polis. cut now he tells 
IP that we cannot possibly speak of the polis without speaking 
first of the regine; and the vay in which he proceeds is thiss | 
(we are concerned with tho regius, Sanehow we know that, and you 
will see later on that Aristotle is dead right in what he says. 
We cannot talk about politics today without taking into consideras 
tion, into mrinary consideration, suci things as democracy and 
communisa, That is what he means. If you don't talk on politie 
cal matters im the lipht of sucn distinctions you do not talk 
politically; you nay do sqnething else, but that's no longer poe 
ditically. So that everyone knavs. But then ho says == yes, 
but then we nave to po back to the condition of any possible dif 
ference of regimes; that’s the political association as sucht 
the polis, A11 right, but the polis is a composite so we go back 
to the clements of the polis: tue citizen, And what do we neet 


a again? The regime, We cannot avoid the fact that the political 
is tae politically relevant, the politically controversial, There 
j 5 the neutral. There are certain neutral things in politics, 

Aristotle speaks sc place of then, but they are not, strictly 
speaking, poiitical, They are technical, in our languages, And 
the ca@mon usage, when peopic say in accusations that is politics, 
they understand sartaning of politics. Politics does have this 
controversial -> at least, potentially controversial character, 
winich the merely tecnunical as technical does not have. wnat is 
your ditficuity? 


£ 
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"I was e- this nay scen soucwhat naive == but if this is 


wnat you Said earlier about reducing the -- as o posed to - — 


.$ts eluents bein; associations, then why docs he contrast 
ee it secns to me when he contrasts the ood citizen with 
the zood nan ix doesn’t speak of the ood man in the context 

of a lesser association. Ile seems to spcak of sood man, 
but isn't ho returning thon to =e " 


that? To tho villcge or fanily? 


"ior to nan; That's its man out of association, Man as 
he stands unassociated," | E 
Yes, but the good sun as he is understood here is essentially 
a political being, We will see that, Let us proceed step by 
step. Now then -- so what is toe citizen? That is our questione 
And then Aristotle dsposes, at tue beginning of 12752, of a va- 
| S riety of irrelevant things. Vow this is a beautiful soeciran 
i of Aristotle's precision and sobriety. Unfartunately, we cannot 
; read it; we have to skip to the nerve of the armment. Such 
`~ mice questions: for example, what is the status of a boy? A boy, 
. the son — a future citizen. Well, a future citizen is not a 
citizen simply, cecause you have to add this qualifiers a future 
citiseng ond also sae other things into which we cannot go, 


Hou, then Aristotle gives first the definition of the citie 
gen and defines bim, Tbe citizen is a man who participates in 
Judging and in ruling, Is there any difficulty? Yes? 


(Inaudible response). 


Well let us go atep by step, Does it make sense? I mean 
after all we talk about citizens all the time. Does ft make sense 
to say the citizen is the nan who participates in judging and 


in ruling? Yes? : 


"Should that sentence be changed to the aan who participates 
either now or at saue tine in judging and ruling?" 


That -- we will cane to this difficulty later, because, after 
all =- now let me -- yes? 


"In his discussion of this Aristotle considers the offices 
that each citizen mst hold -- the ones uo judge and rule 
- and he uientions officials of the state, I think, and then 
he gives as an example pecple who sit in courts citüsr as 
people on the jury or judges. Would sosebody who votes also 
be considered as one who participates — ^ 


m 


- 
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| ca 5 | à odern an- 
Iin t nc to cane to this point where we find an 
o eee first changes the and suys a citi- 


E gen is a non who participates in judging and in tho popular ase 


"semhly. Lou here you recognize nodern democratic things uredi- 
ately? a citizen i a nan who can becone a jury nan and vo can 
vote or Jet mo say a citizen is a ran who can elect and can be 
elected to offices both. If ho only elects that's too little; 
he must also be entitled to be elected-to affice. Fron this we 
can draw the interesting conclusion, wien is perfectly in the 
spirit of Aristotle, that a naturalized citizen, according to 
the lay of this country, cannot becaue a president, as you know, 
and therefore he is nullz he's a citizen with a qualification, 
A naturalized citizen is not a fullefledyed citizen, 100% citi- 
zen, because he is legally prevented frou vein; elected to the 
highest office. So, in other words, we recognize certain titincs 
hore which we know althouch things have very nuch changed, as 
you kno, chiefly because of the introduction of representative 
coverment. We do not think of the citizen as rticipating in 
poverment, in ruling, in the wayhat’s not so evident to 
wo as it was in olden times, where you had only direct dee 
mocracies or other direct forms of goverment. Now is this - | 
so Aristotle gave a definition, then, to repsat: a citizen is 


a man who can participate in judying and in the assembly. Low 

as to your questions of course he doesn’t participate literally _ 
always. lie has to sleep: he has to eat. In other wards, he pare 
ticipates wuencver the assembly nests, whenever the jury meets, 
and since you have to arrangs for some conveniences you cannot 
have all 1,500 ar 2,000 citizens jurymen at the Same tine, Theres 
fore you divide them up either according; to parts of the city 

or according to the law cases or whatever other division may seem 
to be convenient, Now let us come to a passage which is rather 
difficult, at first glarce at any rate, and that is 12752, 33 fol- 
loving. Do you have that? That the best definition is more or 
less ~- is roughly of thts kind. Yes? 


Such is the general nature of the definition of citizen 
which will nost satisfactorily cover the position of 212 
who bear tne nane, Citizenship belongs to a particular 
class of things whore (1) there are different bases on 
whicn tuo thing nay depend, (2) these bases are of differ- 
ent kinds and different qualities -e one of taen standing 
first, another second, ani 823 on down the series. ‘Things 
belonging to this particular class, when considered purely 
as so belonging, have no common denauinztor whatever == org 
if they have one, thzy nave it only to a neapre extent, 
Constitutions obviously differ fron one another in kird, 
and Sane or then arc oovicusily inferior ani some superior 
in quality; for constitutions which are defective and pore 
verted (we shall explcin later in what sense we are using 
the teru *nerverted!) are necessarily inferior to those whie 
are free from defects. It follows that the citizen unier 
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eaca different kind of constitution must also necessarily 
be different, We may tims conclude that th citizen of our 
definition is particularly and especially thc citizen wom V 


Yor, let us stop here; let ws stop here. So tne first point 
urieh Aristotle makes is citizen is relative to the regime 
mean, Jarker al-ays translates, zs I think everyone does, consti= 
tution, which is really a risleacting word and let us then simply 
say regine instead of that. So bristotle really says the citie 
zen io relative to thc regine, Why does he make tits terribly 
complicated remark, this met<phyusical remark or the logical ree 
mark, however you call it, about these various kinds of things. 
Lou first let us try to umlerstamd tac content of it, There are 
things in which the vases, as Barker translates, tho substrata 
differ in kind, Now what does this nean? A simple example is 
feathers of birds. Feathers hawe substratas I nean the birds; 
and the feathers differ in kind — the feathers of an eagle are 
not the feathers of a hen, There is an essential difference be» 
tween them. They are feathers mut thc substrata differ in kindo 
That's one ldnd of thing. And then he says there are things == 
tuere nay be, regarding the vases - there nay be two relations. 
Either tue bases have nothin, im commons or 
they have a proper order. Now Zn tie case of the feathers of 
birds you cannot speak of an order. You cannot say the feathers 
of an eagle are more == to 2 higher degree =- feathers than the 
feathers of a pigeon. That's zm interucdiate case; Aristotle 
lirits hinself to tie extrenc case. Mow what is tie case where 

E substrata have nothing or bzrdly anything in co;rzon? A case 
would be the hand. You iave a bend of à nang you have a hand 

cut off, ani you have a painted tand, All three are iands sone= 
Low, but only the first is a real hand, The other is no longer 

a handa The hand cut off has still the suave of a hord, out it 
can no longer exercise t.c worm of a hand and therefore is not 

& hand ungualifiediy or absolutcly as he translates, You se, 
Waat Aristotils usans by absolut nas nothing to do with fantase 
tic Gcraoàan ideslians it teans simply without qualification, That’s 
a hand; I don’t have to qualify it. sut if it is wounded then 

it is qualified: a wounded hand or a dying hand, That's clear 

ee the hand cut off is no longer a band; anl the painted hand | 

is a reflection into two dimensionality of what is really Uiree 
Gimensional, even in tus caze uw a cut off hand, So tiny have 
nothing in camon to Speak of, and wiat is the case but that tere 
are Other cases in which the substrata differ in kind and tue 
substrata have on inner order ef ranks and that is here the case, 


The citizen has as his susstratun the resine, That nust 
be properly understood, the ciiizen is always relative to the 
regine, He can o be urderstaci in terns of the regine, 20 
tue substrata of citizens are reiines, but regimes are not «e 7 
various regimes are not equai in rank as the feathers of the 
various species of birds: nor dz they have such very simole or= 
der of rank as veal hard, hand cut off, painted hand, They have 
an order of prior and posterior, i.e. higher, less high, lower, 


| 
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lowest, In other vords, the political hie e , that's tlie reae 
son wy Aristotle nakes this cumlicuted remark. The political 
thinj;s arc nome coaplex than things, two sipli cases of hard 
vee in caron or perfect mutrality reż ? Tanks, So this 
| ative to the revi. That in itself is 
cusy to understand and ian who is a citizen im a denocracy ís 
nob necessarily u citizen in an oligarchy 2 60 on. Tat's elce 
nenutaürye Lut Aristotle yoes out of ais way; im tais very precise 
reark to nase clear —— to indicate arain the great cajploxity 
of political swtters. We will luter on cone to a very sinple 
expression fa.ilizr to all of you fra! every day political life 
of em a practácal expression of what tnis caplexty cona. But 
we .ust not rash, Low let us jv on where we left off; tno next 
Sentence, Tinmerefore, Aristotle says, tho citizen as defined bc» 
fore is to tine highest degree 2 citizen in « denocracy,. You see 
aguin what I said before, when Aristotle tries to define citi- 
zen thc uost matural definition, tue nost obvious definition, 
is that of tus: citizen in a deuocracys. Suuchow the polis is prie 
marily de.ocrxtie, not in tenis of tine; the devocracy is very 
late, as Aristotle axes cleur later. dut tore is tir siuplest 
articulation, and it is also that fron virich political piilosoe 
-phy in fact wearted vecause it started in Athens. Jut this face 
tual esie fraa denocracy is not a were ueccident. Tne deno» 
fron Aristotle” 2 point of view a decayin: socis 
litical reflection to a hi; ner dew 
idoned forns | es, Can you! 


eu i 
Gree iun tus sore o 


"Citicems livin; under other kinds of ecnstitution nay pose 
Sibly; bet do not necessurily, correspon to the definition, 
There ars so» States, for example, in wrich there is no 
popular eluent: suci States uave no revular neetinzs of 
the asseably, but only meetings specially sunaoned; ano they 
renit tise decision of cases to special oodies, In Sparta, 
for exaaple, t.e Lphors take cases of contracts (not as a 
Dody, awt euco sittin; spearately); tse Council of Liders 
take cases of haucide; emi sae other authority nay take 
other cases, Much the suue is also true oi Carthage, wuere 
a nur of bodies of nagistrates have each the rigat to 
decide ail cases," 


Well, take the simplest example. Aristotle defines tne cie 
tizen as a man uho is entitled Lo sit in the popular onmi f 
bat there are constitutions in winich there ere no popular assene 
blies so the definiticn dcesn't senply. Therefore, Aristotle has 
to give 2 more general definition and that ie will do in the se» 
quel, Yes? ‘The definition of the citizen — 


"But owe definition of citizenship can te anended, We have 
to note bhat in constitutions other thar tue deiocritic, 
poe of the a3seably and the courts co not hold thot offe 
, Les for an indeverninate peried. hey zoll it for 2 linie 
ted dos sad it is to persons with such a tenure (whether 
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they be many or few) that the citizen's function of delibere 
ating and judging (whether on all issues or only a few) is 
assigned in these regimes, The nature of citizenship» in 
general euerpes clearly from these considerations; ond our 
final definitions will accordingly oes (1) *he who enjoys 
the right of sharing in deliverative or judicial office at» 
teins taerevy the status of a citizen of his state’, and 
(2) ta state, in its simlest terms, is a vody of such per- 
Sons adequate in nuioer for achicving a self-sufficient exis- 
tence’ ,* . | 


Yes, well of course he says city and not state; we don’t 
have to go into that, So an unlinited ruling: you see taast?s 
( the points tuerefore tic word official is so misleading. An of- 
\ ficial has a Linited power to rule, either in tine or in function, 
i but there are, in every society, nen who have an unlimited jouer, 
“That is the Aristotelian analogue to the modern conception of 
sovereignty. There 1s sc: re a pwer neither liuited in sue 
ors ~~ of course, that exists. A given citizen nay be elec- 
ted tc be treasurer for oue year, To be treasurer is a linited 


forn of ruling, but all these limited farms of ruling are doris 7 
vative fron a basic form oi ruling ated, That 


is wiat, in modern tines, Is understood by sovereignty ond tha 
is, for exammis, in a denceracy the citizen body asseubled. That 
is not established by scacone else over soue otner body: that 
is tm causa prina, the first cause for all politics] purposes 

m wnere you vegan and froi witch all other power is delegated, 

The opiginating ruling: he who participates in originally ruling 

/ is the citizen, That's what Aristotle means and he makes a dise 

- tíinotion vetween two kinds of ruling or two kinds of activities 
and ve nust see later on why he wakes this distinction, nunely: 
the ruling ami the judging. Jut now he replaces ruling by delie 
beration. That's inportant,. Do you see the connection? The 
ruling, I nean, judging is clear: you judge on the basis of given 
las, You apply the laws to a ;ivon case, ‘That's not so intereste 
ing. The fundazsntal thing is the ruling one, Why does Aristotle 
call the ruling activity the deliberating activity, a term of course 
which is still used in older constitutional tieory in this countrys 
tne deliberative bodies, Why doez Aristotle =» und that stens 
froa Aristotle. Yes? 


"Well because to deliberate indicates that your deciding 
choice value, choices as to which way is tie best way to go." 


In other words, the ruling is not surely what the police 
officer does wixn he says go this vay, that way, That is auso» 
lutely derivative and unirterestinc, 3ut that 5008 back to a 
prinary ruling and which eznouors tie policeman to do that, and 

. this primary ruling is called, oy Aristotle, deliveration, But 
is this not a strane expression? Let us assw: that the outcas 
of the deliberation is a li, Sut it is the curcone of a celibere 
ation, I mean, as long as it is still under deliberation it is 
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not yot a law, Why does Aristotle call it deliberative? ilow 
-."i5 it called today? The equivalent to that. 


Student auswersi "Leyislative." | 


| Yes, sure, out that is a part of tho deliberative, but the 
ordinary word used for this kind of thing today. 


“Lowonalcing process." 


Yes, but then you refer =e the vord which comes naturally 
to the mouth of everyone today, I believe you must know its 
decision-making. I mean, of course, on the highest level, But 
Aristotle does not speak of decision; he speaks of deliberation 
and that's very important. Then we understand it « bii better. 
When you speak of decision you do not necessarily i:ply preced» 
ing deliberation. Decision may very well be tossin; the coins, 
tosain; the coin. For Aristotle the rational elenent cones out 
clear the tern deliceretion and deliberation natur ends 
a decision, That goes without sayings otnerwise it will not 
be consummated. But the euphasis is on the deliberation which 
brings about a rational decision. This,by the way, is an intere 
esting proolems how did tic tern decision acquire the tremendous 
iuportance it has in present day political silence language? 

I don't know, but it is worth considering. Itn sure that fifty 
years ago the teri decision-nakin; did not enjoy thart vogue which 
it enjoys now. Tt would be intew sting to go iuto that question. 
I believe it has something to do with tne weakening in the Lelief 
-— of he belief in reason which ims baken place in the lust tuo 
goneratlons, In Gernant, where I was brou;ht up, the key poli- 
tical thinker uno nade use of Tb, ths term, was Kart Schiet, 
who later on became a leading Nazi. jurist and jn his doctrine 
the link up wita ccréain &znileserzkie thinner Likes ond 

82 was quite obvious. I do not know whether this did not nigrate 
via such people like Lasswell and so into this country; I don't 
know, It would be worth consicering that decision takes the place 
of deliberation, | 


Now then Aristotle has achieved a universal definition of 
the citizen: tie citizen is the nan, we can Say, Who perticipates 
in origlnary ruling, a ruling or governing or caunanding which 
does not have a furtuer source. These pecple in the assembly 
do not receive dictation from soeeone else as a cop on the beat 
and even the judzes too receive dictations of the las. But then 
Aristotle is confronted with a minor difficulty which is very 
interesting, Wien people crdinarily speak about ~- define a cle 
tizon, they don't go so higi us. And let us see how Aristotle 
disposes of thats immediately following, 


For practical purpsses, it is usual to define a citizen 
a8 ‘one born of citiztn parents on both 8ides?, anu mov on 
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the father’s or nether*s side only; but somtines this ree 

quirement is carricd still farther back, to the length of. ae 

two, three, or nore stages of ancestry. Tuis popular and E- 
. facile definition has induced sonc thinkers to raise the 

question, *How did the citizen of tae third or fourth stago 

of ancestry hi:;self caue to be a citizen?!” 


Do you see tue difficulty? I nean, for practical purposes 
it's good enough to say every citizen is the son of a citizen 
father and citizen nother, or maybe you add tne grandparents on 
both sides; that doesn't alter the problem, But then you pet 
into a very great difficulty. ishat about tae first founcers? 
They were not Le sons of a citizen fathcr and citizen mothers 
In other words, then all citizens are descendants fra: non«citi- 
gens. The first settlers were not. That shows tne theoretical 
absurdity of the definition. Still, for practica) purposes in 

| à given socicty it right be all right. And hc says, when they 
define citizen thus: politically and crudely, rashly; the text 
is not quite clear, ‘he political definition is not good enough, 
[ The political is good enough for practical purposcs. ve have 
to go beyom that, wich Aristotle did. And now the next point; 
. Where he shows to what tiis difficulty leads finally, 


"Oor;as or Leontini =e perhaps partly fra: a scrise of this 
difficulty and partly in irony =~ said, *As uortars are things 
which are zade by tuc craftaicn who are norturenakxers, So 
Larisoaeans are oersons woo are nade oy tuo "craftanen" who 
aro Larissaeanepakcrs*," | 


Yes, well that is a joke which is not inmcdiately intelligible 
because the Greeks called natural citizens made citizens, ueaning 
artificially mace. And what Gorgias says is this: if you think 
that through you arrive at the conclusion that all citizens are 

| paturane citizens, even the indigenous oncs, because it is 
tinately due to an act of convention who is and who is not to 

‘be a citizen, We can leave it at that unless you would like to 
raise further point, we cannot read everythings let us turn to 
127608, where he caes back to this question, soe are endowed 
whether the city did it or not -- for exaiple, unen a democracy 
arises fran cligareny or tyrorny,. Do you mye that? 


"The question whether, in justice, they are citizens or not 
is a dificrent matter, which is closely connected with a 
larger question already mentioned. The problem raised by 
this lurger question is that of deciding when a given act 
can, anu wien it cunnot, ce considered to be the act of the 
polis. be nay take as an exiauple tbe case of an oligarchy 
or tyramxy which changes into a democracy. In such a cass 
there gre sone xho are reluctant to fulfil public contracts 
=- arguing that such contracts were made by the governing 
tyrant, ina not by the polis - and unwillin( to ccs oulier 
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oblizations of a sinilar nature. They hold the view that 
saw constitutions cxist by virtue of force, mxi not for 
the sake of tho canon :ood, This argument, however, lcads 
us to the conclusion tiat un ue find a democracy which 
exists by virtue of force we have to adit tat acts done 
under the goverment of such a democracy arc no nore acts 
of tic polis concem:ed tian uere ucts done under tio oligare 
chy or t&yrany."  - 


Let us stop here, Low the practical qucotion to whic. ns 
refers is furdliur to you, ror example, tue lust big case wien 
tno Soviet povermient abl tae beciminy refused to pay the debts 
of the Tsorint govern ent and they siply said this was not done 
== tuis debt was not incurred by tue jolis, by the Russian 
people, but by tae tyrant, by tuc Tscrist yovermient. I nean 
the question is easy to understand. So Aristotle says wiy =-= 
he adits tuere is a problem here and a very important ons; not 
83 mC u practical problaa ==- vüctuer you Should pay deots or 
not e- but that you have to make a distinction between tue polis 
and the regius, And now Aristotle says bere but you cannot leave 
it at this democratic ar, wui;ent occause a deaccracy uay ve as ile 
demitinate,as tyrannicul as an olijarchy and a tyranny. In other 


tisan distinction, That iE what he’s driving ab. sow here we 
Gan Lake a dook into Aristotle's way of thinking avout political 
uatters. Well, in a way we all «now that prooleu fraa present 
Gay political science. Tuc scicntist camot be a partisan, He 
 Wusií be neutral, Is Aristotle neutral? lios he's not neutral, 
nor is ie a partisan. Macauley said about Sir Willian Temples 
Temple was not a :ediators he was ucrely a nevtiral, A neutral 
ara a nediatoxs are tuo ditferent thinys, Aristotle wisnes to 
ve a nediator, an arbiter, a judge; he wants tc be i partial 
but to be inpartial is not the sas Dning as to be neutral, The 
Says on't cave; tne impart zan Cares very uuch, 
lupartiality is the quality of tno arbiter or judge, and justice 
is a virtus. I zean, iíuparticlity is the sax thing in a way 
=- Some aspect of justice. we can, tuerefore, say in a poradate 
ical way Aristotle is, in a way, a partisan, He is a partisan 
of virtue. iie thinks we cannot be neutral when confronted with 
tae distinction between virtue ami vice and he is gradually pave 
ing his way toward that. Will you go on immediately where you 
left off, l 


“But the question nere raisce would see tobe closely ale 
died to a question which takes us still furtber - ‘On what 
prizcipies cought we to say that a pelis has retained its 
identity, or, conversely, that it has lost its identity 
and becaze a diferent polis?" 
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Yeo, now in order to understand that let us take the ase 


|. of a denocracy replaced by a tyranny. That happens -= happened 
17 dn our century and 80 on, What do tie democrats say in such a 
TES ease, who saysit uas not Germany that, did it but tac nazis? What 


do they say? They say, in a way Germany has disapoeored; it was 
camictely overlaid by Nazis, Still nore simply and wore gencre 
ally, the polis nas disappeared. The polis is by the 

The polis has disapeared and of course an oligarch 
would say when tiere vas a denocracy, the polis has disappcared 
and the polis has disaopeared because of tue disappcarance of 
oligarchy. New Aristotle?s position anon: tuese partisans == 
nis underlying procedure - Aristotle says no, tiat!s exag erae 
ted, if the democrats say tie polis has disaspeared when tic tye 
rant ruled or when tic oligarchs ruled, There uas unothcr polis. 
The partisans say tue polis has disapoearcde, The Lpartial = 
Aristotle says tue polis was transforved into anotuer polisa and 
taat he will develoo. in other words, Aristotic is now obliged 
to snow that the change of a rcii transforms one volis into 
another polis, and tiat is very strange not only now, but was 
SO. Was Athens a different polis with every change of its regine? 
Was it not always tne city of Athens? Did Aristotle not- write 
or capile what we can call a nistory of the recines of Athens 
in which it is -» just as we speak of tne history of the british 
constitution under John, under Willian, and under Queen kiizabet® TI, 
Sane constitution changes: that's, in a way, the conmon censical 
view, and that is not a nodern discovery; that was familiar to 
Aristotle as proved by the fact that he wrote his book that was 
discovered about 60 years ago, The Athenian Constitution, which 
contains a history of the Athenian constitution. Low L will (ive 
you «= I will link this up immediately to another point. In this 
other book, this much mare popular Work, The Constitution of At;ena 
Aristotle gives a definition of the good sitizen wach sertansiy 
differs fron the definition of the good citizen given uere, The 
definition of tie good citizen iiven here is that tue good citi- 
zen is relative to the regine, so taut a nan who is a pood citie 
zen under a democracy is a bad citizen under an oligarcny and 
vice versa and so on and so on, In tue Constitution =- this more 
popular writing, hc takes a much more conmon sensical view anc 
Says the good citizen is a man who is public Spirited or just 
regardless of the differense of regimes, Here you see the issue, 
Let ne use more fanilior words now, The more cannon view ond the 
nores o o o : 


(Change of tape)» patriot 


o e o o Af it simply means love for the country regardless of 

the regine, Sut on the other hand if you look more closely you 
See that no ons is satisiied with thet becauce if someone Says, 

as quite a few people say, I love the United Statea, I love the 
country; therefore I want to have it communist, So it is not 
merely relative to tbe countrys it in relative to the regire which 


‘In here he brings it out not uith all the smrpness which he had 
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is important. This bifurcation is perhaps the sccret of politics . 
and that is why Aristotle is this concerned, Ami you sec also _ 
taat in the nore popular work he takes the sore siplistic view. — . 
in his mind, but with sufficient snarpness, 5o tuerefore tx 
teciutical form of this treuendously practical question is what 

is it what moles toe city noral? Is it the country? Well, clearly 
not because tue country can be inhabited by entirely different 
people, I nean this country wus inhabited, as a natter of Pact, 

by entirely different people, and yet no one could say this was 

e. I nean, no one would write a history or ime Anerican constíe 
tution and give an account of tix tribal organization of the Red 
Ixtions, That's not -- because tnat was not the Ancrican constie 
tution, So the locality, while being an inmdszpensable condition 
= no political socicty without a locality -= tie locality doesnit 
have to be as sal] as that of Athens or Tucbes; it may be as 
large as tat cr tae United States, but tie definite locality. 

In tie nonent you would have no longer a definite locality you 
would no longer have politics, strictly speaking. That would 

be u world state, Then tiere is no definite locality anymore «=» 
the whole globe =-=- unless tiere would be Inman beings on other 


: planets and toere would se sono interesting relations between 


the Karthnen emi tle Martians, or whoever that night be, Well, 
acain there wouid be politics propero 


Now what rakes the polis run? The more interesting question 
e= could the polis not be == aul taat corresponds very uuch to 
Our notion «ee could tae polis not corrcsoom to a river? Just 
as in the course =e new gencrations succeed alder generations 
just as nev watcr flows down, tuere is stili the sare river, 

In other words, could not the polis havu tie character of somce 
thin; dike a river bed? Could it not havel Aristotle rejects 
nat and let vs sce his answer: 1276b, at ite beginning, 


"I! 2 polis is a form of association, and if this form of 
association is an association of citizens in a polity or 
constitution, it would soc: to follow inevitably that when 
ilr constitution suffers a chanpe in kind, and becores a 
different constitution, the polis also will cease to be the 
Same polis, and will also cuanre its identity. We muy cite 
an analogy fro tic drama. Wc say thai a chorus which ape 
pears at ore tine as a coc and at another as a tra,ic cho» 
rus is not continuousdy tio sates but alters its identity 
ewe ard tilo in spite or the fact tuat ine nexbers often ree 
nain tic same. nat is true of a chorus is also true of 
every dier fom of association, and of all other compounds 
generally. If tne schewe of conposition is different, the 
compound becomes a diftcre:t compound. A harncny composed 
of the same notes will rce a different Sermony according as 
the 'mode* is Dorian or Phordien, If tris is the case, it 
is obvicus that the criterion to which wo must chiefly look 
in determining the identity of the state is the criterion 
of the constitution," 


| Ma 


Lot us stop here, You see Mr, it says chicfly. 


e s That's the most interesting considerations it is not tue sole | 
 . .eonsideration. In other words, if the sax locality is inhabi= 
ted by an entirely different tribe, which tribe number 


one, and has tie sex kind of regine it's a new polis because 
the identity or tie natter — I ncan tlic polis reuains one if 
votl its matter ani its form renain the cma. If the matter is 
cuan ed radically -e yes? i 


"Would you say the United States is a different nation when 
Haine is cut up and part gocs to Cinada am is purciased, 
now lund fron this o e e . ?" 


Well, that is a somewhat complicated qucstion because, after 
all, the United Statea existed before that ani the question is 
whether it was extenied somewhat. | 


"Well, what I'n saying is does the matter have to renain 
the same. You see that tie matter changes =» " 


Well, as in all such natters, they are questions of degree., 
I 2n, in ather words, if say the whole of Central Amcrica were 
added tiat would make it & diffe:ent country, but the addition 
of Maine. o o . you know, that depends == because the kind of 
thin; which — the kind of human beings who preponderated prior 
to the cainc of Maine — that’s the sane as afterward; therefore 
it's not imortant. Onc must not be petty == vou know ~e although 
it is necessary to tink o£ this kind of thing. 


"In , o e inpolend when the British pass a Reform Bill in 

the nineteenth centur, therefore thc regime is changed cone 
siderably and yet a person who is in favor of it can be very 
loyala o e e (remainder of question inaudiols),. 


Yes, but tie question =~ of which change of tne regine you 
are Speaking now? | 


“Well after the R.form Bill of 1832," 


Yes, but the question 4s really, I mean, whetber the changes 
which Britain underwent after the seventeenth century were =- 
I mean tiere was now the democratization you know, which o- well 
lot me say that the big chance => the two revoluticns that were 
real big changes == seventeenth century: 16h0 and 1689, "hat was 
the great change by virtue of which a certain kind of Poriisnent 
becene the controllin; force instead of that tug of war betueen 
Parliament anc king which preceded it, Then you got two big changes 
and ons was 1532 and the other was about 1911 or so, I mena, by 
then 3ritain becane really a democracy. Previously it was a qualia 
fied democracy. Frm Aristotle's point of view he would say that 
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^ wy these three cianges, dritadn changed tts character fisJauene 
ie Daly. Surto -Jut not small ones, For example, changes vou had 


Sed in this country, I believe, are infinitesmal campared to such 
7T. changes wnere there was newer a question of a hereditary nobiie 


Sty here. You know? And tac property qualifications have been 
given — I understand tiwy were very small ond t.ewrefore where 
was not such a fundamental change. { mean, wu the addition af 
waen, of course — whether that is a politically important caange 
is a very lon; question, You know -e whether it is not simiy 
a duplication of the previous division of votes to different groups. 
Thatts a lor: question, It differs in France; I suppose today it 
4s different. cut I belicve, as far as I know, not in this coun» 
try. Surely thero are all kinds of transitional things. Aristotle 
will speak of that. I mean, ac distinguishes anong four kinds 
of democracies, The types are clearly distinguished but there 
are always transitional fors and tnat’s infinite. lou hcre what 
was his poirt? That the polis is one cnicfly uiti. a view to tne 
regime, Now if -— that lays out very formmlistic, not tc Soy 
legalistic — but you see ihmediately that it is not so if I use now 
ac "n-ristotelian word to describe what Aristotle ncansa ile 
will bring £t out later in his language, In ordcr = a city is 
one with a vies to its scirit,.. If iis spirit changes that is 
the nost inporta hance which a Glty can undergs. if the spirit 
reudal and cien turns irzo connercial at"s the greatest 
cce <e Qr Changes oi Lue sare nature, ut we have to knew 
@ bit nore about regine than we know now, Let us read now only 
‘the iruediately follouing point where you left off — und tiis 
questions: whether it is just to say -e to pay or not to pay «o 
when the palis changes into a different regime is a different 
question, You remenber that was the practical question on which 
Aristotle Started — to wie: he referred -— that when a change 
of regie takes place peonic souetiues say we don't have to pay 
the debts of the previous regine because not the polis incurs 
the debt but tne oligarcnos or the tyrant. And Aristotle returns 
you to the question out dossn't answer it, and says that is ane 
other uatte;. Now I read toe statenent. e.o o in which he drew 
tine conclusion tiat Aristotle docsn't answer the question because 
he cannot answer the quesaicn, and why is he not able to answer 
the question?  Jocause of his erroneous notion tnat the unity — 
of the polis resides essentially in the regime. In other words, 
Starts Iron tus coumon notion, especially today but 
also in older ties, that the constitution of a =» that tie coun» 
try, or Say society =» only society is a less political expresaion 
for uit we also mean by country, Hay I state this in generals 
if you try ts understand ary classic text about politics, if you 
Substitute in reading it fcr polis the country then you are nush 
closer tian any cther poire of view, The country =e» which has 
a much more political conmctaticn as you know, No one would say, 
right or wrang, ny society. Society is an unepolitical concert. 
So what is - I tnink that is =- in other words, cays 
Aristotle cannot account icr comimilty because of his asserbicn 
the regine changes, That is not tie point. Aristotle has a per= 
fect answer Lo tuat questicn although he doesn't give it acre, 
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nor explicitly clsewhore, but it is trivial. Every nan of come — 
mon sense can unweit, What would you say? ihat is a fair dé9 ^ — 
cision if the rozhic is changed und there are debts? What onè ~ 
Should do? waat would a fair judge assign? | | 


"Paysent." 
No, not always. If tie fellow borrowed taat uoney in order 
to havo which tormented tue citizens: no, Siccause if 


a fellov is a criminal in the first place. e . . no, but tno aim 

 .ple distinction would 2e if these expenses vere nade regardiess 
of the motives for the lastin; benefit of the city. For example, 
building hospitals, bridges, and so on und ue citizens enjoy 
it after tie change of tic regine, it vould seen to oe fair that 
they pay for it; otherwise not. I was told that tais is exactly 
tne position taken by present da; international law, which shows 
tat that is not couplctely deprived of reason, ow hcre Aris» 
totle turns then to the qucstion which. o e « of the good man 
and tie ,ood citizen. Jut tho subject was already ispited in 
ubatev.r he said, she sood citizen deponds on the recie, A 
Good citizen of zazi Geruany is not a good citizen of Adenaucr 

. Germany because tue good citizen in Nazi Germany was loyal == 
fully loyal to toc Nazi regine, and then he could not be a good 
citizen to tac Adenauer rezine unless ae chanced his nind caaipletely, 
Therefore the good citizen is relative to the regine, But tre 
gsod nan is not relative. The good nan is defined, you can say, 
uy the nature of nans the man who has perfected nis huuun quale 
ities properly. And frai tids it follows, ani that is the (ceat 

prodlen of leyalty, % tns good man can be loyal only to the 

L good regine. ‘that is the- problem of loyalty in the sinplest forme 
I awan, I'n speazing now — I neon loyalty not merely in the sense 
that one doesn't comit high treason and uo on, out in tic seme 
of full dedicction: identificution, I believe they say now. Now 
What-is the precise answer of Aristotle to tis question. Arise 
totlc Gws not say they are distinvuisacd, the pood nan 
mal th: yood citizen, but tacy ney coincide urder certain condie 
tions and what are thcsc conditions? Under wiat coxlitions is 
tue good nan identical with tie ood citizen? 


"The yeod man and tue good citizen are identical in the good 
rcgiue where the good nan is a citizen, or rules." 


Is in = ruling function — when- hc is ruling, The good cie 
tizen in a 5ood rejine, where ne is ruling, is a good ran, If 
his i D is dormant ho is not simply idenvical with the good 
man, es 


"Hust we identify the rulers as the sovereign power rather 
than, say, a division of functions?" 


ak 


tes, that surely would caae into it, that they could do that, 
but it is not.as basic as the deliberutive functions. Now there 


/'' aro == let us turn to 127T0, shortly after the beginning. Well, 


“we mast -= only the points. Aristotle =e for 
Aristotle tint is crucial == the difference between ruler and 
ruled bocause a pood ran in his cualities as a .;ood nan becones 
actual only in rulings as certain inportant qualities: belonring 
| to the good. man as pood nan are dormant he does not actually 
rule. nat is what Aristotle has in rind, ‘therefore, the dis- 
YXinction cetween ruler and ruled is inportant and as is his wont 
he opens the issue broadly, beyond what is hrwdiately necessary, 
and he raises this questions woes ruling require in all cases 
that one has == is ruling in all cases asquired by bein; ruled? 
Are there not forms of rulin.. sixich we can acquire without have 
ing been ruled? The simplest cose is that of tie ruling of slaves, 
Tie master rules Slaves, Muet ho have been a slave? Obviously 
not. That would even disqu Jify hin from ceing a naster, accor» 
ding to Aristotic, and in this connection he makes a little point 
waich is revealing, Do you have it? 1277b. Now th: actions of the 
ruler << | . 


"Tho occupations pursued by nen who are subject to rule d 
the sort just mentioned need never be studied by the good 
nan, or by the statesman, or by the good citizen ~e except | 
Occasionally and in order to satisfy some personal need, 

in which case there ceases to be any question of tix relation 
of nastcr and servanto” mE 


lou which very remote facts docs Aristotlo have in nind? 

Which menial functions nay cease to ve nenial if they ore cone 

nly for one’s own use? Shaving ~e frau Aristotle's point of 
View, to shave, to do a personal service to the body of soneone 
else is mental, uut if vou do it to yourself it is not menial, 
or any other thing of this kind, This is only a passing point 
waich I thought we should uention, A bit later on, where we left 
off — yes, now the general principle, Aristotle mzkes clear, for 
free non is £iaat they acquire the art of ruling free men by have 
ing been rulei as free nen, And he -ives the example: in order 
to becone a rulor of cavalry you have to have been a ruled cave 
alrynan first and so on and so on, Do you wave that? Ixwediately 
aftcruard: thcre has been an officer, a lower officer before you 
can becoue a higher officer, and therefore it is well said that 
one cannot rrie wells it is impossible to rule well if ore has 
not been ruled well, you may supply. Yes? Paragraph 15, 


MRuler and ruled have indeed different excellencess bout the 
fact renains tuat tae good citizen must possess tie kncwledge 
and the capacity requisite for ruling as wall as for beirg 
ruled, eui the excellence of a citizen may be defined as 
consisting in'a knowledve of rule over free ren fra: coth 
points oZ view’. A good nan, like a pocd citizen, will nsed 


- 


knowledge frai boti polinis of vieu.  Aecordinglyg$,.on the | 


^U . assumption that tne terperance and justice required for be- 


ing a subject in a free state nave their special quality, 
the excellence of the -oud mam (esge his justice) will not 
be one sort of excellence. E+ will include different sorts -e " 


In other words, the problen with which Aristotle is concerned 
is this: there is a vod nan, identical or not identical with 
the good citizen, How first we knew that only in the case or 
the good regime can there be any possible identity, but secondly 
he says that is not sufficient because the good <= there ore cie 
tizens =~- rood citizens in the god regime, both ruling — in a 
ruling and in a ruled function, and yet it is the ruling function 
which is that of the rood nun as good uan, But if on the other 
] we see now you cannot be a ruling good citizen without being 
again, at the next term, a ruled good citizen. That is tic quese 
tion. Yes? . 


Ms o e One sarb which fits hin to act as a ruler, ad one 
which fits Liu to «ct as a muabject, we nay note tut. the 
temperance and ccura;e of a san differ from inose of a wone 
an in much the same sort of way. A man Would be thought to 
be cowardly if his courare w ore only the sane as taat of 

a courazecus waan; and conversely a woan would ve thoupnt 
to be forward if her rnrodesty were no greater than that uhich 
cecaques a ood nan, Tne furnetion of tue man in the house- 
hold is diffcrent fraa thas sf the wanan: it is tho function 
of the one to acquire, and o£ tue other to keep and store." 


let us stop here, Do you see tuat? Aristotle says don't 
get confused. Let us take a Jimmie example where a duality ef 
the sass virtue appears in tuo different persons: modesty or 
temperance. A man is temperates a woman is tenperate, ond yet 
the temmerame in the one case differs fraa tis temperance in 
the other cass. Now Aristotle says that nay happen within the 


Sae person, squething simiiar, taa, in his ruling capacity his 
virtue nay differ froi his virtue in the ruled capacity ad now 


"Prudence? is the only form of goodness which is pcculiar 
to the ruler," | 


50, in other words, the examples hitherto were uninteresting 
ewe of temperance and justice, Prudonce is the point, The prue 
deme of the ruler is different Erai the prudince of the ruled, 
So zuch so tuat we nay say, as Aristotle is poing to say, that 
aia corresponds to the pruiince of the ruler in the ruled ig 
Rot prudence, properly sceaiing. Read on. 


"Ihe other forms must. it would seem, belonz equally to ru 
Jers and subjects, ‘ine form of goodness peculiar to subjects 
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cannot be fprudence?*, and nay A defined ab Spijt opinion? » 


Tho ruled may ve caupared to fluteenakers: rulers are like 2° 


| flute-players wlio use what tie flute-nakers nakeo" 


licere Aristotic taxes again two different versons to make 
it clear, UO: wiast's tic difference between the flutestaiker and 
tac Llutceplayer? The flutc¢dlwyer is a candor, toe cxazanling 
nang und ne tells the flute-moker what to nakee ile tells hin, 

. i.e. tie flute-naxer docs not ixve knowledge of nis oun of the 
end servec, de is told only what he has to know for naking it. 
So tuc ruled is icss knowing tuan tuc ruler, ‘znat applies to 
political tiings. As ruled I an given the results of the dejli- 


beration. As ruler I deliberate. There is a connection between 
passare and tie passage which we read last iine and which 
created so nuca excitenent when Aristotle says laws owe their 
foree only to habituation, wiere Jabituation zeans you are toad 
aS a child, Well, you nay bo ziven soie reasons but you do not 
necessarily possess your whole reasoning; ais tue legislator hine 
self mist possess it. Therefore you =~ it is not reasoning but 
habituation which makes you obey the law. Yes? Now let us stop 
here pehaps. - Later on-ne makes clear «= thot was brought cut 
in the paper — that not cveryene who may be somehow a citizen 
: 3 and even a zod citizen <= not everyone who my be a posd citie 
gen necessarily can possess tic virtue of nan, as ic says in 2270, 
20 to 21, "for it is not possible to do the actions,to perforn 
the actions of virtue if onc leads tne life of a nenial,” It's 
not possible, I mean, we mst not == Aristotle's notion of vire 
tus or morality is not the notion with which we are most faríiliar, 
That appears clearly from such passages. iow do we have a watch? 
Yes, but I nust say a few words; otherwise we nave much too mich 


noxt time, Definition of The Modi rec 


How, then after this lon; prmaration Aristotle cones to 
the definition of the politea, or rather — ves, well we can 
Bay to the definition of the politea, There are two clonents 
here connected. One is brought out here, ‘the other one is mene 
tioned much later, in the fourth voak, But both — it is ood 
to see both together from the beginnings and tne first is, the 
reux has to do with the ruing offices. ‘the rulin;; orfices 
means not the particular zppointed officials, That is also port, 
out tuat's not the important port. The ruling offices necans tha 
participation in deliberation and jucgmant by the whole poliss 
the political functions proper, This 15 ore considerations The 


other consideration is supplied by Aristotle's remark ioter on 


that a re ES | So this shows immediately, theres 
fore, obie — the so-calicd constitutions are not io-al or 


merely legal arranguents, The legal is for Aristotle absolutely 
derivative and therefore I avoid the word constitution, becauza 
constitution is a legal documont or sametining of this kind, Arise 
totic hes soothing musa nore lundzmental in mnd, The leng praa 
Suppose 2 legislator, ani the first question 4s the isgislator 


17 


| gannot be hinself —- w= be appointed by a lav, “sare must de sang] 


(pe 


tain: waich is ultdiuutlely ro ion. er legal but factual, which doesn't — 


gwen that it is illojal ort; Uuv 1t 25 factüXis—iámn every 80e 


ciety ue find, in the langusse of the present day, such a thing 
as stratification, People uio are looked up to and people who 
are not looked up to — everywhere, Jut wre are various kinds 


of being looked up to, I lrard once fron a student oi Chinese 


things taat the Chinese travelers and (eographers waen they cane 
to a country the first Question e o o they raised was how do they 
bor to their king, How do they preet treir king? That was a 
very wise question, hey took it for granted tit people bow 

to sonethings That is cleuzr and tierefore thc only question was 
how to bow but the first question still in a nare seflective ape | 
proach would be to whai do people bow, ilow in this country you . 
sSa.ctines nave the inprcssiom tat the people looked up to are 
certain actors and actresses in Hollywood, nat is true but =» 
that is by no neans Vnimportant, these soecalled social things, 
but they are' not Zundauental from Aristotle's point of view bee 
cause ultinately we conc to someting -= to saic people who are 
looked up to in the way tnat they rule spenly in brauc vaylight 
and not in this way ee if you don't look up to Cary Crant, Sette - 
Davis, tuat's your private eusiness, But you have to look up 

to — not even to President eisenhower for that atter es but 

you have to look up to the Constitution. Whut*s not teft o your 
arbdizery will, But the Constitution, of course, ultimately leads 
back to something which is called tne people who have established 
the Constitution, 


So, now for Aristotle this notidn of the pecple, which msans 
all, doesn’t exist, There is eitaer one, or the few, or the nanyj 
a rule of all is a very camiicated problem, That is by no «ma 
and when he makes a division to which Mr, referred, tuere 
is a division not in one, few or ail, but one. few, many, And 

what Aristotle has in mind is this: lot us assume the popie 

who are locked un to in a nonearbitvory way, as we look up to 

Cary Grant, are, for example, such people as the merchants, ths 
great merchants or they may be war lords or they may be squires 

or there may oe the common man. That also exists, There may 

be also canbinaticns of these things and that is more difficult 

to analyze but in principle the same tning, There is always sd:B 
kind, ione ien type which is looked up te and that is what Are 
istcile meana by the regina, The regime is only that by man 
type, Therefare tne simple classification according to numbers e 
one; few, many ~e is, as Aristotle in uis vieden says, acciucittale 
Tuat is, as we would Say in a bad un-Aristoteiian langua,e, iq 
and not tim suostance or it, And Aristotle proves this very nico- 
ay by saying veli, if you say bhie few =e rule of a few is oo 
chy end rule or the many is wenocracys but we also think of + 

rich and the poor, ani tien we cet this interesting possibility 
out which isn’t a possibility: tiat the few would ve poor ani 


" | 


. the many would be rich. Itis a pufeiy acadenic question, It 
7589 hajoaen3 tiat the rich are few und tho poor are nany, ‘hat 
< às the dist Sette Lue Sueinauard distinetion, a0 MD 
^ nakes viis fornal aistinction in toms of onc, few, anys on 


for reasons of exhaustivernes8: to casure hins f t.t he eel 
the sround, This is an exnaustive dis itinevi: Onus oe, few, many. 

) Tu OL ists at LLP SS ORES, un Sxnaustive dise 
tinction. Bow, it is carar - nw if you go into details nore 
and would, for example. say what kind of rich are the aquires 
or are the industrialists; or in the case of tbe poor, are they 
peasants or are they Workers or are tuey artisans, then vou would 


det the notion sf ha: this can truly desipnate a way of ES fa ani 


ney 4 merely egal arranm cient. That ia, toc question of the 
me is 2 Question of tie way of life as it finds ats prem 
lu ruling ami vei ruled, And that is not an accidental conaide 
eration because tese rions Luwn types or wavs of life temi 
5 tend to =. they desire to 
Aud cone way of — and 


that leads to a ali kinds oY ee and the key question, of 
course, i3 whacti is the desirable type, And Luat!sS the quegtíon 


of tue hest reci which Aristotle tries to anwar, You can ulco 
gay Fa Ny you newer set tae desirable type cr are not likely to 
jet it, kiut is tio best conbination al types that would ve nore 
practical? That is underlying notio; of tis uixed re ine 
or the mixed Life, But you can never divorce the merely politie 
cal frzi tnis noral element, however you call it, which means 
tue constitution as a way of life, 


Only ome peint I would lik? to mention for those who are 
interested in this kind of thing, In order to pet hia eYaszifMe 
cation of tie rozines Aristotle says we must know firan two things. 
First, what is tie end oi political association << purpose of 
political azzocistion: and second, what are tne forms of rule, 
iow the purposes gre tiree., Farst, nan is Uy nature a oia 
being, à polits-al nah Witch means he likes Living to; 
for its own sake, That's one point. In othcr words, Without 
any resard to interest == taat he gets benefits ar conveniences 
fro it, nan iS oy nature a social being, Secondly, the camen 
good or "the common nerit. and thirdly, nere living, ices Dros 
tection or security, The latter is X. OF Course, the Lobbian or 
Lockean notion, well, one nigut nention in passing z rice dif- 
ference, istotle, in analyzing why nen love to live, speaks 
of a natural sectness ci’ nere living, Hobbes speaks of tne ter» 

er of crath. So, in other words, not that life is sasething 
wWonaerful but death is So terrible that we run away fren death 
to life , howewee bad, ror Arictotle there is an indication that 
livin; isel? Les an innate — a natural sweetness, The mein 
point is the commen noad. however, js the chief consideration, 
And that i3 tac contral, literally the central, according to the 


ng 


famous rule, Hr. .^ . How and then dristotle says the — 
kinds of rule and they cre divided into two clusses: despotic. . 
rule; which means te rule of slaves for the benefit of the niga ë 
ter, and this obviously cannot be a good political rule because 
political ruxe is rule over free meno And then he speaks == the 
other kind of rule waich he mentions explicitly is econaiíc rule, 
i.8. the rule of the father over the cuildrea or of the uusbund 
over tue wife, which is a rule for tie benefit of tie rulcd o 

But then the situation secus to be very one-sided. The rulers 
rule for tie benefit of the ruled and do ther not have any venge 
fit for themselves like parents who live entirely for their chile 
dren without expectation of being rewarded? Is this <= cun this 
be simply applied to political rule? How does Aristotle cet out 
of that? Vo you renqiber, Ar. ? Yes? 


(Inaudible response). 


Yes, well that's the Kia nas teacher. ie is tne ruler of 
the pupils zettin,; the training and he does it entirety for tae 
pupils, but asolutely nothing prevents him from joining in the 
gymnastic exerci5e8,.80 he gets the benefit fron it accidentally 

. and that is, according to Aristotle, the natural relation. he 
means, of course, this: that in a rspublican society the ruler 
now will Le the ruled next year and vice versa and so there is 
n the ceumon benefit, So one would then have to nake a dise 

on between two xinds of rule, politically possible rule. 
in which (aJ the ruler is purely beneficent; no benesit deriving 
lie to hin, or mutual benefit. And we can Bay tæ first would ve 
NW patriarchal, sonarcnical rule and the secon! would be repuolican 
rule in various forms, From this we understand partly why Arise 
/ totle Las a certain preference for kinganio, because there is a 
higher desrem of beneficente involved if vx ruler is like a fae 


nefit az in a republican society where he wald be the ruled next 
year. Ani the distinction of these six classas is crucial for 

the whole later development of political science and I don’t think 
I have to write it on ths blackboard because you all must know 

it by now -e the six regimes which Aristotis distinguishes, but 
we will get much more == hear much more about it later Mo 
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Aristotle's Politics: Lecture 7, April 19, 1901 


Well, thank you very mmeh, Mr. Hertz, that was a very 

| paper. The questions which you raised reyordin: the 
difficulties of Aristotelian armunent is a wry inportant one 
1f one wants to understand tie book, A very counon view, if I 
reneniber well, is tuat the Politics were lectures end -= as nost 
of tic Aristotelian works uuicn ue aave ==- and lectures are not 
necessarily built up in such a severe way as a book can be uuilb 
up, but tue wore I read Aristotle, especially tne Politics, tie 
more Itm gure that this was a oook and not just lectures, Tueree 
fore the only hypothesis caupatible with Aristotle's intelli;ence 
and ability is tnat he proceeded tuo way ie did dcliocrately and 
that these windings are part of — are essential to tac argu wnt 
às he understands it. low,.of course you are dependent on re 
ker: not ond; tne translabion, but also lurkers division of toe 
subject natter into chapters, and as I saw from your jrescntation 
that is not necessarily helpful. You did not =~ I mean, the ue- 
fect ias nothinur to do vitn tne grade I’m oin; to pive you == 
the defect of your paper can be stated very singly as folla:s, 

C Aristotle's arguuent in the assi;mment of today ieada up to a 
der w.ich is very attractive to ugs nauely, that what we now 

Call democracy is the only sound solution. Aristotle coesn*t 
use tne word democracy uere, but what ue means, in effect, is 
something as wnat we understand by democracy, The whole citizen 
body = I mean, tne poor too == fora tne delib«rative and judice 
ial assembly, That corresponds today to tle rit to vote and 
the right to sit on juries. šut the executive offices are in 
tae nands of qualified people, and tiere are certain guarantees 
in one way or another -= Aristotle docan't say iden here - that 
not =e to quote tnc remark of President Eisenhcuer saw tine ago 
=u poverrmemal office ls not a rijht out a privilege, whereas 
voting 18 a right and not a privilege, So, in other words, the 
Whole citizen body =e foreigners and slaves excluded naturally 
“~~ clects the (overnmental officers ani tac vovermcntal ofricers 
really rule; are not ncrely obeying an imperative mandate or the 
electorate; How ~» and t3is. . o o 


(Interruption because of discovery that tape was runnin: at 7} ips.) 


o e o he turns to an entirely different armment in which sone 
Clements of the de:ocrztic argument stil} ccur natural: y but 
the arguient culninates in tae Justificution of dsolute nonarchy o 
That is the stronce happenin: in cook IIL, You cave two oeskss 
One, what corregponca, let ns ary to modern rencuolicanicg in ane 
cicnt form, ana aze ower is abeclute monarchy, «hy? And tne 
Cuupter divisions as Barker makes tunen ea i con's say that he 
is Wrong in muking tien; ke follows a certain crliculetionre?: 


Aristotle's argmment «= but cre would have to civide this whole 
bulk into two chies partes 0324 wie ergutab roo a quae edimocratáio 


of 
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republic, and (b) an arcunent for absolute uonarchy, low, what - 
7^ we would exocet -— the simple procedure, the cliar procedure would 
be that Arist , after corpleting tie denocratic argument, would 
“now say what powerful reasons peak against denocracy, au taeree 


fore we have to look for an alternative. that ve doesn't Goo 
Why he docsn?t do it =~ that’s a long question. © That is a very 
Jorg question and whether == I will wake a suyyestion wuch is 
perhaps not intellijiole to nost of you but I will nevertheless 
nace it. It would sound absolutely ridiculous; I know that, but 
nevertheless I ill say it: that tierc is a certain kinship bee 
tween Aristotle and Jane Austin. You «now Jane Austin and Jane 
Austin's marvelous quality nover to speak about tic scemy side 
of life as everything is decent. low Aristotle has also a cere 
tain love for tix decencies of life and the unfortunate iniecent 
elements arc played down und perhaps Aristotle's procedure has 
saithins to do with that, low if’ we want to understand, ard 
not nerely to æ edified, although it is practically very imper» 
tant that we are cdified but it is also inportant tiat we unlere 
Stand, we have to diy a bit deeper and gee == try to reco;nize 
these difficulties -- these abysses, so to say, which Aristotle 
doesn't think it wise to report. Aristotis's Politics is not 

a theoretical book simply. Aristotle's book is practical, just 
as Lis Ethics: trying to make people good citizens or pood atatenp- 
nen, The theoretical difficulty involved — the abysses -= tint 
is not his purpose tc set forth, And one can easily read the 
Politics without «e or for that .ictter thc Ethics e without bee 
Cain auare of these abysses, For example, this discussion d 
the Jood man arc tic ood citizen can be read, and it is wholly 
enjoyaole and edifying, Out taat this has soncthing to do with 
tee harsh preslen or loyalty as we know it today ~e tiut doesn’t 
appear inmediazteiy, You nave tc think about that. Anu so it 
is «= perhaps we can find sonetin; out while „oing over that. 
Yes, I think I ic..ve it at these renarks regarding your paper 
and we turn to tre text. 

Book III, as I repeatedly said, is the most important book 
of the Politica znd I'm by no means certain tnat we can finish 
the discussion, even our very preliminary discussion, today. . 
We might be cancelled to devote next meeting still to the third 
book and taerefore we Would nave to add another nesting at the 
end and it would nean a postponement of all papers, but this docs 
not wean that you should not have ready your papers at the a3» 
Signed time because I don't know, I only reserve the right. 


Now, let uS -= what we must. understand before we fo on cre 
certain crucial points fron last tins and that the crucial point 
is the distinction oetween the polis, the political society, and 
the rezine, No volla witncut a rezine, nor a regine without a 
polis, That’s clear, But neveroneljess ticy munt be diztinocdished, 
kow let us take a simple cxenniz:, what is the polis, iirst? 

Well, we anow a certain associaiian ubich is, in the modera sense 
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of tie tern, sovereim towards iw outside, toward other cities. 


© F Th is of fairly snall size, but fut so Stall as not to enable 


dts ~envers to develop teir faculties fully. You KNOW tute 

rer that does not <= is not sufficiently illuminating. I suggese 
ted tht we, ín order to understand the hunan neaning of the po-= 
lis, we translate polis not by city nor Still less, of course, 

by state and still Less by cityesta*e; cliy-stave 18 only & silly 
attcmpt to salve the problem py consuming it because if you don"t 
know what 2 state is, how can we imo: what a city-state 15. 30 
w= but ny country. Country is the ":ciional" equivalent to what 
polis neans in Greece and therefare it ia not the sane as society 
because whcr: we speak of country we don't nean tne same as socie 

- ety. It may be terribly difficult to articulate the difference, 
but we all understand it und pernit me to repeat my exanple. 

llo one would say, right or wrong, ny society, wiereas it maxes 
genye to say right or wrouc, my country, So that, — we nust une 
derstand that, The word which is used by tie Greeks as well as 
by the Romans as well ac oy the Continentals, unless in the Anglos 
Saxon countries «= polis is frequently used aynonynoumiy with 

the Greek word which is in Latin, patria, and in Enge 
lish translazion, fatherland, which is in very common use on the 
European contirent, disliked by sa: wore subtle people because | 
of its crude patriotiese implications, but it ig a political reale 
ity, of course, Of the first order, We cannot be squeamish on 
these matters. The An,lo-3axon ecuivalent is countrys sure, 

Low that is == the country, let us Bay, corresponds to tix polis 
and everyone is supposed to love th country, to devote himself 
to it, to die for it 1f need be. Let us take un example from 
private life to make this clears parents and children, They are 
8upposed to Iove their children ani in many cases they do it id the 
out being taid -- tie natural love. = just as in nay cases people 
love their country without being told, ‘that is clear anu sinple, 
but it becomes complicated. Let us ussume the parents have a 
child on thom they dote but that’s a ¢ood for nothing. That cree 
ates a problem, So tix situation vould be sinpler if tue child 
were a ocd child, ot a child is not necessarily a good child 
and ticrefore there can be a conflict in the parents between their 
love for thezr child and their loathing of the child because it 
is not a good child, Apply this uo the country, to the political 
society. There can ve a cisavare between tie simple love or 
triotien aná tue dissatisfaction with the character of the coune 
, try. hates ine distinction between the polis : regine. 

. The regine may or =a the polis is neutral, we can say, to the 

. distinction between pood and bad, That is not literally true 

but let us say inis for -- in itself the polis is neuirail, The 
reçine cannot be neutral and there must be a regine, The city 
must have a quailty of pood or bed or medium ar best and worst 
and whatever it may be on the rainbow, but if it is not good a 
problen is created and ncs this is notthought cut by Aristotle. 
The experience in our century shows it all the Lime, The people 


ros 


" 


^ who escape frai behind tie Iron Curtain and nany other exanples 

. t+! wemid show that tlese Poles love Poland bet iiey loathe the Po- 

^77 ish regimes Now in practice, of course, it means tury abandon 

TU pelands they escape fron ite Thet's tur Situation; only it exe 

isted and it was, of course, very faniliar to Aristotje oecaAuse 
the difference of regines ployed a very [Teut role in Creece, 
You can have periods uiich are perhiaos nove ha aya perhaps not, 
in which there is everywhere the suz regine, so if you are cise 
Satisfied you don't knas where to ro. That can happen,  3ut there 
are also times in whion taere are different regines in different 
countries ant tat is the situation today and was in Aristotie'8 


tine. Jut you wanted to say smethinge 


"I didn’t understand your analogy == What part of the =w 
let's see, ue have a parentechild and a polis ani wnat else?" 


Parent to child equal to citizen to country or fatherland. 
Pardon? | | ! 


"In tuat order?" ^^ 
For naking clear this points yes. I mean, is tne problem 
not clear in itself? 


Anotixr rtudent:; "May I offer the analogy of the case of 
the grown san with an elderly authoritarian father slipping 
into his and taen at least he's in the nominal 
formal relation," | Í 


Yes, nan t» son and father equal tc? - 
“Citizen to Nazi regine," 


Gould bez yes, Well, but I think there is really uo <= but 
the basic point is clear: that you have a love for a being, The 
being may be an individuals it may be a Society: love lor à being, 
fmi this love for the being is in itself indifferent, literally, 
Parents can lovys their cnuiicren even if they are terrible and 
even if they know tnat they are terrible, That's their suffering, 
End yet they have necessarily ibe wish that the children be good, 
be not terrib!;, It's a siísple thing, That is the analogue on 
tbe privawe level of the difference between polis and regime and 
Gre can gay that tie distinctica between the polis and the rezine 

egina | Weich is very cbvicus ome you think of it is nevertheless the 
the | pyster pCltticB, All deeper difficulties stem from that, 
If the politicunl situation were cat of a Simple zember of a tribe 
to nis tribe no probien would arise except that consisting in 

the difference between love of ~= between ecoinm and dedication 
to the common posd, That would stili ecst there but the much 
more subtle dirisrence is due to the differeme of recioes waich 
in this form requires a mucn more ueveloped society, a politi 

e 


| 
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socicty. low == ue will hawe to cone back tot his problem on 


(€ a saewhat different level, Aristotle's thesis, then, was that 
| the authoritative thing i5 tae re; 


e The polis owes its chare 


acter to the rene, Tho is — or if we nay use a convene 
ient expression iram Arisvotie*s ontology == the polis dis, in 


' itself, the natter, vie regine is the form and the fom is that 


which cives~a-euracter to a thing. And the exanple of Aristotle 
which was read last time is really very illuminating. You have 
fifteen fellows: tiwy are the sane individuals but now they are 
used e- they play in a true chorus and a week later they play 

in a comic caorug. The individuals are the sane; tho neuning 

of tie association is completely altered: in tie first coss, a 
tragic chorus, ani the second case, a comic chorus. that is on 
iDustrationz as all illustrations, an imperfect one, but still. 
in its limits enlightening of the difference of regimes. Just 

a8 the sane intividuals in a different arrangenent and for a dif- 
ferent purpose are once numbers of that chorus and tien of another, 
they can be once zenpers of one regiae and then members of another 
regino. she individuals «e and it is not merely that the indive 
iduals don’t rezain unalicred by that. The different function, 
the different surpose, ai£ecuts them, Their activities -= the 


activities of these individuais -= dilfers when they are nemoers 


of e comic chorus than wien they are ucnbers of a tragic chorus, 
just as ine activities of the iundivíduula cnan,es if tney are 
members of a dsmocracy or if they are members of à carmnist ree 
gine cr Marxist regii or that aave you, So these are not fare 
fetohed thine. Trese are tiime which we immediately recognize 
in spite of tie profound caunges in present day scctety, lios 
once it is undcrstood that the authoritative thing, tbe thing 

by which we take cur bearings is the re(nrb, the regine becaces 
then the key subject of ooiíliecl science as it does in Aristotle, 
By the way, it is really the trivial thing which you all kno, 
The exciting thems today, political theme, on which the exciting 
character of all other themes, political themes, depends ia the 
struggle beteeen liberal democracy and ccumunisa, kyeryone knows 
that, Yes, but if you try to exoress tals in general terms you 
have to say tne difference between two regimss, it is not the 
difference between a country of the size of Russia and of the 
size of the United States or of this racial blend in Russia and 
that racial bisua in tne keso or what have you, The crucial point 
is that this is cammniscm and this is librral democracy. These 
are two forma of regime for which Aristotle, in a way, did not 
provide because ATistotle thought only of simpler regimes and 

it would be our task by an cualysis wbich we woule have to make 
to use the Srisictelian basis analysis of the basic regines for 
& proper ansiysis of what tne difference between liberal Genoce 
recy ard communis ia, 


But to come pack to Aristotle, we have to find out == we 
have to get a survey oF aii poasinle renega Vhat would La at 
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least the nost desirable vay if ve could nave it. Aristotle bee 
-. '. gieves ne has it and tue disjunctions frau which he starts are 
those. The rulers are either one, or tis: few or the nanyo And — 
‘the other consideration is pood or bad, ncanin; dirceted toward 
tie caxan pood or only toward tae good of the ruling groupe 
And so we get this scheme which has been =- hasind a terrific 
historye I mean the basis of all traditional cistinuctions. (Write 
ing on blackvoard). llow, good and vad. One, few, wany. And 
taen we vet kingship and tyranny, ariovocracy and olizarchy, pol- 
ity and denocracy: Aristutle’s scheme, ani it is understood that 
the sequence of goudness is tids: you know, the opposite of the 
vest is the worst um tücrefore douocracy is better than oligure 
T chy and tyronny uut still bad enough fraa Aristotle's point of 
. View. Tne scheme was already sketched in Plato's Steteman but 
| not in this — ainost idenuzeal, but not quite identical, and 
' thon it was repeated with a alipntly different Lerminolory, nore 
{ attractive to our ears, namely this by Pol¥@bius, the Greek nise 
| torian of Rome, in tae second century JC! Polibius has it and 
| Sirply called this «© wiat Aristotle called polity -~ democracy 
and called that oshlocracy, mob rule, what Aristotle called deme 
ocracyg; fundamentally tne same thing. So that is, in a way, the. 
key system of coordinates of the traditional orientation and I 
think onc should at least mention that. Jut Aristotle dvesn't 
leave it at this sxtornal orientation because he was the opposite 
of a so-called formalist, he is always concerned wito the sube 
Stamce of tie thing. Ani the point is this: he taxes tlie exame 
ples of oligarchy and democracy and he says well, rule of the 
few axi rule of thc nary is not very helpful, The few who rule 
the oligarchy are the rich and the many are the poor and once 
you lock at that it becomes immediately interesting and ceasss 
to be "abstract" because what do you know when you hear the words 
few and many? And then you know itis rich and poor3 yet you une 
derstand that is polit iy invortant. inc forual scheme is 
used merely in order to guarantee e xhaustiveness, but =~» and that 
he does =» but it is of no use beyond that. In other words, the 
distinction in the light of numbers deals mrely with accidents, 
as Aristotle calls it. It is accidental that the few are rich 
and the many are poor, but the reason why tnis is politically 
interesting is not the fewness or manyness in itself, but wealth 


and poverty. 


Now, after having made clear these points Aristotle inmede 
diately poes over to, in 12795 to 1200a, to a more detailed dise 
cussion of tuo of these recimes and that geena to be ons of these, 
how shall I say, of these irrational, disorderly things which 

yi Arístotle doss, instead of beginning at the becinnings kinsship 
l first, he begins with oligarchy and democracy, apparentiy because 
<= no, he doesn't gay arything,. Dut we have seen one thins ale 
ready at toe bezinning of Book DI: that when Aristotle tried 
to define the citicen be gavo first the demcerutice definitica 
e» you renemper, And even earlier be stated the genera) problenm 


oa 


dn terns in which the denocrats would state its not tite diei 
did it but the cligarche did it or the tyrant did it, which i 
the denocratic arguwzent. And I tried to show that this is Cons 
necued with a certain deno¢ratic proclivity of the polis which 
Aristotle assumes and of which we ahall hear later and waich also 
leads hin now to concentrate, for the tine being, on the differe 
cnce betweon oligarchy und denocracy o. And in a way for us today 
enliuhtenod or corrupted by tie so-called tough realign of prese 
ent day political science Aristotle would have been much better 
advised to begin altogether with oliyvarchy and democracy, low 

t us see how this works out, 


That in every political society which is not wry prisitive 
there are the rich and tne poor is, I think, generally granted 
and such heroes of political realign like Hachiavelli repeated 
that statement with preat forces. So let us then say this: the 
most natural inclination of civil society is either to bo ruled 
by the rich or to be ruled by the poor. In tho first case it 
is oligarchy and tie Second case, it is democracy. low Aristotle, 
being a sober man and not a partisan says well, both parties. ə o 
have a point and that proves, of course, that none of then is 
simply right and so we have to seek for an intermediate solution, 
as we would say tcday, a.camraxise, Yes, but Aristotle says 
2 caapronise is not necessar: a solution of theproblemn, You 


the disadvantames of beth, That is not a əə because if you get 
' thet which truly coubines the advantages and avoids the disadvan 
any bages you fet not a uere compromise, You yet sancthin; batter 
> and tnat is wnat Arístotle calls a ncan, So the mean is not loe 
cated here, Gut here. Writes on blackboard), That is crucial 
for Aristctie. In other words, the nean is not on the lines but «= 
good, how Aristotle said -- that is, to begin with. a purely 
speculative rweiar£, bui then Aristotle recognizes in tnis conside 
eration a fact, a political fact. There is a regime which has 
this character, which is in between oligarchy and democracy and 
yet superior to both and that is what he calls polity, It's a 
pity; i had to remove the other schens, o o o kingship, aristoce 
racy, polity; tyranny, oligarchy, demscracy. Now we have now 


disposed of oligarchy ard denocrazy, o o Now we have recognized 
poiity, 


Now what is the principle of polity? Very simple. You don't 
have simple rule of the rich; you donit have rule of tue poor, 
‘by a very simple device which you all know although it is no longer 


in uses a relatively small p y qualificati Uas that? 
You don’t have to ba rica to be a fullefleded citizen. You must 
have saw o ¿na on ta obier nani you cannot be simply 


poor cecause ctherwise you wouldn“t have that o How 
how dces tais work out in practics? You wake it a rule that only 
- you don't incicate tne property cualification in terms cf dollars 


anf eents or whatever the Greek equivalent might have been; but 

you. say only those can bo citizens who can do à certain service. E 
to. the polis which only people of some property can do and this d 
Serwice neans infantry, but tle real infantry =- Hoplites =- aen | 
e heavy arms and equipping themselves with it. 3o the rule 


"Ene =< polity is therefore identical wita the preponderance 
of Ghe military power of the city because tle ii lites were 
rejiarded as tae quean of battles. So you have the rule of the 
Toolites = I nean of course then also of the older one who had 

pean Joplitess that doesn't affect the principle. And now you 

see — make a strange ovservetion. On the louest level you had 
rieh and poor, morally indifferent qualities. I nean, Aristotle 

did not believe that the u are the rational and industrious 

part of the society and thc poor ure the lazy and irrational, 

as John Locke tricd to believe. Aristotle saw that is norally 

irrelevant because wealth can be acquired also by unjust means 

ant —— ns you now, Jut here we have now a premium on z moral 
| tity: to be the dofenders of the polis, In otimr words, nil- 
= virtue ami taat is a virtue, an important virtue, That 

is mot the highest virtue nnd therefore if we cre wise, Aristotle 

Sugesto, let es look whether we cannot find another mean between 

demecracy and cligarchy which is also as à mean higher than =e 

but still higher than polity. That is aristocracy. 


In an aristocracy there would be men «= that is the general 
ides — who are compelied, you can say, 0 p you cud Say, oy their social iunction 
not only to be the tem of military virtue out of all other 
Virwe. Jhab*s the schene, Now this —— we have also taxen 
care of uristocracy, The monarchic forms remeing What shall 
we «io with them? we have to treat them separately ani tnat is, 
in a way, what Aristotic does in tic Politics. In other words, 
Aristotle's Poiitics as a wnole bears witness to the fact that 
the polis is rurilonsnta pu - republican not in the 

(^ Gemge of the Golo. bub in Opposition to nonizchlst, and theres 

| fore you can Say the great ousstion mark is ehat about nonarchy? 
Tyrunny is rclatively uninteresting because that means something 
lousy, if I nzyssy so and that is simply a bad form, but wnat 
about kinvsbin? That becawes,in a vay, the great theoretical 
pronen ani therefore it is treated right in the third book as 
you will seo, Generally speaking, the. Politics =e I mean there 
is one book, Book V, dealing with the Sc-colisd revoluiicns, 
whach al] regimes are discussed, whether they are monarcbical 
ox republican, But otherwise the Politics is a republican book 
and has only the end of the third book devoted to kingships That 
we wust keep in mind, 


low then. Aristotle begins, then, the more sericus irvesti- 
gation, the mere substantive investigaticn with the investigation 
of wlicarchy ami demceravy. Oligarchy misses what democracy ras 
£Ob, Osmocramy misses what oligarchy has got, That's obvious. 
bui that is mou tne full story. They botz mise the ras thing 
ami that shows that they are on the same jews, ihferios 


TIC L^ 
Vou cia ma auf te fih er 


thing higher; ihat tne mean, in other words, must be hicucer than 


m immo 


t." fact that the 
the po 
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the two extrenes,. What is tho decisive tiing? sgoth miss the 
exists for tle sake of the rood life, If 
or Saxe of living together 
Gemocrucy would ve sufficient. If the polis existed for the sake 
of the protection of property, the oligarchs would be right. 
But in fact tne polis exists for tue sake of the good lifs. low 
the good life means here —- always in Aristotle here =~ tue noble 
life, Good life doee not mean to walle in ice cream and other 
e but to do noble deeds. Tue polis is not for the cake 
of nutual defense only, Then each one would count es everyone 
else -e nor for the mutual exciumye of goods ond services, That 
is not sufficient. Now let us read this cassayve; it is in 12008, 
towards the end of that. Mr. Weinstein, you are such a supreme 
readers won't you read? : 


"Articlo é; pae 118, But the end of the state is not nere 
life; it is, ratner, a good quality of lifes If nere life 
were the end, baere might be u state of slaves, or even a 
State of animals: out in the world as we mow it any such 
state is impossiüle,. because slaves and animals do not share 
in true felicity and free choice. Simitariy, it is not the. 
end of the state to provide an alliance for mutual defence 
against all injury, or to esse exchanve md oranote economie 
intercourse, If that nad been the end, the Etruscans and 
the Carthaginians would be in the position of belonging to 

a sinjic state; 


In other words, two independent cities who have some arrangee 
ment for the exchanse of goods axi services would by this very 
fact be a polis. Yes? 


"and the same would be true of all pesples who have commer» 
cial treaties with one another, It is true chat such peoples 
have agreements avout inports and exports; treaties to ene 
Sure just conduct ‘In the course of tradz/3 and written terns 
of alliarcs for mutual defencs,. On the other hand they have 
. no common offices of state to deal with these matters: each, 
on the contrary, has its om offices, cenfinsd to iteolf, 
Neither of th. parties concerns itself to ensure a proper 
quality of character among the members of the other; neither 
of them seeks to ensure that all eho are included inthe Scope 
of the treaties shall be free fron injustice and from any 
form of vice; and neither of them gces beyond the ain of 
preventing its om mexbers fran coomittincs injustice =n 
.u8 CO ‘38 of trads/ against the members of the other," 


Yes, in tne course of trades that is an ad@ition of Barker, 
Yes, it's very bad because in omar to — 


"Should I leave out the brackets? 


2 


Yes, I think it’s better. — . | 
‘hut it is the care@inal issue of goodness or badness in the 
life of the polis which always engages tuc attcntion of any 
state that concerns itself to secure a system of good laws 
well oveyed. ‘fhe conclusion which clearly follows is Gab 
any polis Which is truly so called, and is not ncrely one 
in name, must devote itself to the end of encouraging goode 
ness. Otherwise, a political association sinks into u mere 
alliance, which only differs in space frau other forms of 
alliance where the nenbers live at a distance frai one ane 
other," 


In other words, it is an alliance of people living topether 
and not an alliance of people living in di&tznt areas. Yes? 


fOLherwise, too, lay becones a uere covenant <= or (in the 
phrase of the Sophist Lycophron) "a guarantor of men’s rights 

against one another’o= instead oi beinp as it should ba, 

a rule of life such aS will make the members of a polis pood 

and just, i TAA Í 


Yea, let us stop here, low the word which Barker translates 
by gociness is arete, which is ordinarily translated by virtue, 
though I can't blame Marker for trying to avoli virtue because 
the word has become ridiculous, if I may say 89. But if you want 
e- but goodness is also a bit misleading. If you want to avoid 
ee J use virtue as a translation without any hesitation ard brave 
the difficulty but if one does not want to do that then one should 
Bay excellence, which is a much better translation, Low let us 
stop heres that is a crucial passage. The polis does not exist 
for the sake of nutual defense and mutual exchange of jroods and 
services, but 22150, and above all, for the sake cf human exceie 
icnce. Aristotle sketches here an alternative view, You onitted 
the xeference to the Sophist Lycoparon,. That is in Aristotle. 
He had different views. He said the city exists merely for the 
sake of defense or for the exchange of goods and services and 
therefore the law is a covenant, a contract. He immiied the whole 
polis is a contract. The people made a contract with one another 
for the defence =» for their mutual defense and for the excharpe 
of goods and services. Aristotle rejects that, iow he makes 
another point which is more interesting, These other pooplo =» 
not only theoreticians like Lycophron, but many practical people, 
many citizens urmerstand tre polis in this way, and they acuit, 
of course, the mecesaity of justica, I mean, if the basic moral 
or political fact is a contract then you have, of course, to per= 
form the stipulations of the centraste You have to keep the cone 
tract and that is justice, So in such a polis the people are con- 
cerred with everyons*s performing his duties, i.e, with everyone's 
acting justly, That's obvicus, Aristotle does not deny thet, 
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Dut he says that acting justly is one thing and bein ust is. 
something very different and in such a conirac al city peonio | 
are not concerned with ths citigen’s being juste Do you unders . ` 
Stand the difference? Well, If you und evoband it, exploin ib m 


to us. What is the difference between a man who acts justiy ond 
ig not just and the man who is just? | 


“Joll, I would think that the difference implied is thet 
therets a difference between the way a man behaves when with 
others and the way the non actually is.” 


Yes, that is, but can you? Yes, well Jet me - yes? 


"Well a person who was. acting justly might just do so because 
of the consequences. e o o (rest of answer inaudible)" 


Sure, For example, fear of punishrent or concern with baing 
elected next tims, So you must have a good record, Jut the just 
nan would be a men who loves justics, z 


to hin to act justly he wa 


. UI was trying to thizk or trying to detemine when you asked 
ms thet question what the differensa in the censsquences 
for the corumity would bs wth e penson =- hetxeon a person 

. ho acts just ond a person who is just and that’s whet I 
couldn't really see," | 


Yes, but dees it not mks, individually, o differente whee 
ther the fella acts justiy, nover chsats on taxes aor in ayy oiher 
regpsct merely because eo either of the reverd and punishment 
or beacause i575 terribly incooverient also to bo a creck, I rean 
look at it realistically. You hava to think much more about all 
trivial things to ksep out of the clutches of justices and Dz20z8 

- Ggpendsns on srysters. e e ə Glaborate it: you sea it is hishiy 
undesirable to to a crinincl, Lub someones cise might.-= and tks - 
other mon who Joves justice axd justice is only a pert of virtues 
he loves virtues. So, for exoxpilo, it has alco to do with ee Jeok 
at the gangsters. We all havo very good accsss toa that throug 
novies and TV and our cun imagination., Zui I gather that ukon 
they have a lssi, thsn wnat do ohoy do with iv? Bo they take 
a course in the Basic Program of the University of Chicago doun= 
toc? I doen't this ss. But they go to pieces whers they drink 
ang have real orgies. So, in other words, that kind of lize seaus 
ee this kind of injustice seexs to go togsther with imbemorance. 
And also I have been given to understand that they are nob non 
who havs ary. deliceey of feeling. Im other urda «= now Ist us | 
then ivy to summowice it, à society which is concerasd with a 
certain moral tone o2 all ibs mamhorsa witsin the Limits of ths 
poessibic ig ozs thing,  Angzhor unioh insists gni 3 l 
minima demands which mist bo complied with i? there is $0 t2 J 
any eczhange of sords ond cocviecu: thatia cuite leroni, Thats 


© 


— at o mm te Y > t we * : - +, 5 K 5» | aw = e. eqr 
tko print. Hoz 460 us ee ue dran Now anovnir concinsion, reverving 


[zd 
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back to 5 someting we discussed on an uie occasione Imesn, | 


. 5 that Aristotle is, as we know, 2 man living in Greece who knows © 
. absolutely nothing of thermoomiclear bombs and so on and so on 


, Hobbe» 


‘and therefore ean be of no help to us. He didn't know anything 


of modern SCOESEY In a way that is absolutely trus, but in ane 
other way it is not true because the view which Aristotle cetches 
here ond rejects is a modern vies. In ancient times it oxisied, 


“as is sham by wnat Aristotle says, but in modern tines it boosue 


theoretically wictorious, Do you recognize a modern theorstician 
who said the end of society for the sake of camodious living 

or canforbable self-preservation and the civil society has no 
other function tus to make this living ee portau 


Well, Benthen said iben 
Yes, Berthan is one, but there are same greater NEKLS Pardon? 
"Locke ,* | | 


Locks, surely, and Hobbes, nude So, in other words, 
Aristotle undersised ths principis of Lecke without ever having. 
road it. and Shere are certain r3ostios in Lecke which are vary 
iuporbant which he did not kne and therefore ons has $0 re«cone 
Sider Aristotac'’s argument and say whether iv still stands up 
against Looks, any understocd as Locke himself meant i5. I 
nention here only ene poinb, Let us take Aristovle’s moral doc= 
trins, Can we reduce to a somewhat difficult situation ee because 
it ís zob sily an equation and I don't knes a good methenntical 
cag aaa of that == but I precent it es a Gispls equations 
H a V -e nmeanirs happiness is identical witk virtus, Well, tnis 
is nob quite So Sivois. Aristotis makes very Wall cisar in the: 
first book of the Eihies et Epecinlly, b us gabstamuislly thet is 
what he msens. We osniob besme hauny excent by being viriucuse 
Whother visos is in ail cazas exiiician is a hard QqU2850i12026 
Thers is the eats of Prisa Of Troy, who was suopased to bs a vire 
tuous man, and you kroz his ts rribio aiso That UN 2 prab- 
icm. Bub stili, e weariness is virtue. Hew thet .do th 
Opponmetts «e iis modern opponents of Aristotle say? 2% do they 
gey? Jocks — lei us jeave > d ab Locke. bat does Locke say 
about happirzzs3? » 


ss 


tHe talks of pursuing ib but he dosent’ talk about finding 
it.9 . : 

Yes, that is ors sete but the more $uzorbanb pedi, I bee 
Ls ig thes bs caya hanpins25, in ovr jargon of today, hoopie 
ss is ctbinmsiy subissiiva, Fer A£vistosie, bopoiluess is nob 
Jestv36 ene heppinsas consiots in virses. f ccczscnme 


m d 


say3 I find xuy bacpiness in starp R RRE £rlstetle rould 
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gay you are n very thoughtless mang otherwise you would not find 
_ +) your harpincss in stem collecting although you night erioy stamp 
<“* i collecting, but fron Hoshrr? point of view it is possible to say 
ses this wan becawes happy through stemm collecting, At any rate, 
na happiness is entirely Subjectiv2.e How can you have a political. 
sciences on tbai basis? If the end of man differs from individual 
to individusie You all knoy it from todays you can’t have ib 
‘in a way bocsuse of «= you can have it only in a very reduced 
Ways the valus-froo sceial scienc2, That was not =e Lacke didn't 
believe thea& Locke said in spite of the subjectivity of happie 


ness there is something objective, universally valid, acplying 
5 to all nen. < give you a simple ex: e You canrot bo harpy 
if you are not alivo, You cannoli pursue your happiness, ab is 
in nost cases. ag most of you uncerstand it, if you are preven» 
ted fron circulation, So you must also have the freedan of cire 
culation: freedon, and theré are gaue other things. So there 
are certain e while happiness is radic subjective the basic 
( conditions of that hanpiness ere obiective, hey are the same 
for all. And these basic conditions of happiness are the aim 
of political society, And-here we cose to the point which wes 
raiood by «e» i forgot your mams e- pursuit of happiness, Surely, 
if you don?& have the right to parsus hanpiness you cannot becams 
hapyy, You may understand by harpiness what you Wars, but you 
must have the right to pursue thai happiness, however you mighs 
underotand bavoiness, Therefore Hite, liberty, pursuit of nap 
pirsss aro tis universal 
w= conditions of hoonincsas, and they cen ts andi must be sscure 
by civil socisvy. That's the position of the Declaration of Ine 
Gspendences basically Leeks. Yes. but what is ithe consequerse 
of that? I would like to acd oriy one little paint as a kind 
of coment on this Pamcus foxmis of the Declaration, I believe 
that Jeffers% meant by barpiness -2 and not oniy Jefferson but 
80:9 other people to == heosiness., really how you understand Z5, 
1.6, inclucing also the henpiness iu same other vorad, How the 
pursuit of happiness in sco other world is nooviarly knexn es 
roligien and therefore I bsijsve thet Jefferson meant by ib also 
the feedom of relision, which was, as you kncw, one of his mae 
jor preeoccueations, Lut this omy in passing, Let us return 
to that. lcs we have this zituctions: civil society has the funce 
tion of guareniceing life, liberty and pursuit of henpiness to 
everyones, Givil society dees not have the func vO fuarontes 
happiness. That is a weirore state ond the framers of the Gans 
stitution oz of the Declaration of Independence varo not welfarce 
Statist as bo all mov anc ve hear every day nos. So the actus 
pursuit of Ravninses as distinerished fran the right to oresue 
it is svcryom/s private business. Ney cbvieusiy happirsss is 
more inoorteas than the concitvions of hnypiners, What is the 
uso of your dite and libsrzy and the right to nursuc harsiness 
if you are miscreple? Ca the other imd, if you are hepv rea 
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have life, liberty and tho pursuit of happiness in the borgeino | 
So we have now a distinction on the basis of this, strictiy Sosake —— 
ing, liberal doctrine because I believe we sould not define lie -~ 
beral according to the passions of aach political situation but 
in a more principled way, end that is, I think, the liberal views 
that society is founded for the so of 3 ing covtain 
basic T S of r Whether you them mtural rights or 
not is a secondary question hores Now -e so to repeat ee happie 
ness is no lencer an affair of the stato, Thet’s an affeir for 
every individusi, Yes, out this happiress if you lock ai it more 
concretely is not one Which the individual arkieves in isolaticin. 
For example, you know you have == you knowthis from the literae 
turs =~ that sometimes people connot find heooinsss if they do 
nob have another human being to share in bouxinesss popularly, 
narriago,. And thore are also other things celled friendships 
and there is also the other thing e- the man who is concerned ee 
who finds nis happiness in becoming rich == he cannot do that 

in isolation, He needs emnisycoss he needs Msiness partners 
and so on and so on, So ws hava, then, mob xerely igolated ine 
divicucis actually pursuing their happinsss kit individuals se 
operating with ome another, in a way noo rogilated by the states 
Do you ace whet Iim driving at?’ Now what is thea nama icr that 
ec for the indivicusis -- pardón? Yes, that's the legal exprese 
sica but es the thing which cancos oub of id. 


| Society? 


Society, So, in other words, the literal concert absolutely 
stands or falls by this distinchion betwsen stats and Socicty —— 
with the understanding, althous: that is not always clear, that 
seciety is bichs> because Thea gbabe puarantoss only the conditions 
harvirnsss, Tho hanniness 2 


ey 


T 
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ce 

_, wa Took around vo c20 thzb all of us, I believe, admire most not: 
these eho pursue «= who are sucezssful in pcuing their hanpie 
ness as businocoszn cp uhatover thoy rey bo, but these who puare 
antea the foundasions of that rurautt: the catsem fer the Founding 

evs in this cccnery or ab aiso Lincoln, for oxsuol9, is by 

far supsrior to that estzem in which asy other individual i9 mid. 
In otrs. uois, ve. stili know, in a way, thst the real HoGoy is 

| not the social tut the notice: bub, on the other hand, we alco 

have this situcsi.ca: that from snother point of view the social 
aupzars to bs surori. You ese unat i waned to show was this: 
thai Xo is posciiie to givo an aailysis ef this steetum of mode 
ern thovzhb, es only cro siratic:, con tho basis of Aristotic, and 
therefore perina tc fa On and reise the qrastion, vho is ri ct. 
Locke cy fristetic, bus thet could swiy ga bsyend our present 


| possibilities, 
- (Change of b 


» e e and therefore friendshin 15 necessary, Friendshin produces 
ow I mean, is the condition for living together, but friendship 
is more than trate Friendship is a kind of union aud fric 
is essen ng higher than Ssifzirtarést 
"ps. Aristotle elf 
tells us in his analysis of fricndehin in the Hihies Ethics bub that 
ls surely not gerxine friemiship because that is a iS a conditional, 
form of friendship. As soon as it is no longer lucrative the 
friendship StS, iou Jet as go on, where you left off. 


SA polis is constituted by the association of faxilies and 
villages in a perfect and selfesufficing existences and weh 
an existerce, on our âr xc icd in a life of true 
felicity and iae 


Yes, our definition — that alone gives it a terribly acuüe 
demic character. You mosecefiniticn, As we assert, Aristotle 
aey o l l , : - | 2 , 


"It is therefore for the sake of good actions, and not for 
the seke of social life, that political apoa sees must 
be considered to exist.” | 


Lot us step hore, He doesn't say good scbions bub noble 
actions, Good actions is embircous, The noble actions and noe 
ble actions means ee what's the relation of mòble action to vire 
tuo? Simply chis: Doble esti ong sre bus exorcise of wirbuse 
Virtue is itssif a hatit which moy be dormant, . Pa it is exercised 
it issuss «= ii ghous itzelf in mbie action. The pons exists 
for the common pursuit of exeslicmtse,. That's the Avistotolion 
view, Fron this, therefore, thera is a decisivo consequence res 
garding iio regin e ihe mosi excellent. nen: are those who have 
the highest rickt to rule, If the polis is an association for | 
‘$he common pursue of excellence, then the most excellent men 
are the naturel ruisrs, That is the SEER expuncnt.s Go 
on where you left off. — | 


'Sfhose- wno contributes nost to an assóciation. of this chara 
actor have a greater share in the polis than those who are 
equal to then (or even greater) in free birth and descent, 
but unegrol in civic excellence, ov than those who surpass 
then in wealth but are surpassed by then in excellence,” 
Now ict us stop here, In other words, all. kinds of propie 
raise claims to zula On various groundse A man says i'm a froe 


x6 


. man, Iwas born here and my parents were here before and SO ON, . 
. : fhatís one thing, The others say I'm rich. Who is paying the — 

"oll tws? There wes cn analogue of the taxes: who takes care of 

“ut the ships, of the navy == built ihe navy and built the temples? 

U^ — fhe rich: they are the benefactors of the city, nore than any 
poor man can be, o e e Am Aristotle Says no, the highest clim 
4s that of the men of oxcellence even if they are inferior in 
freedon and in birth: meaning, in nobility of descent. but still. 
it is understood and implied heres the others too have some ciain 
ang that is what Aristotle — what the great problem for Aristotle 
i8. On the first level of the argent there can be no question, 
The men of excellence have the notural rinb torule. Why can 
we t leave it at thet? That would be elegant and of mathenate 

.| icai clarity. Why cant w leave it at that? Why must we give 
gone right to the other claims too? | 
"Because the fact that they have some money implies tnat 
they aiso nake a contribution to the | of tne society." 


That is very nice of you to put i$ this way. One can express 
it another way. Now let us sce what you have to Sayo 


"They without excellent people," 


Yes, well still all right, Let the cxcellent rule the none 
excallicni. 


{Inaudible response). 


Oh, that is not so ee voll, all right; then we cannot pere 
hops not have a polise 


"They alse have a certain anount of power which they - '" 


< How you are talking: so they make theuselves felt ond that 

|! is the pois and we will see further developments of that leter 
One <A bit later =- where you lert off. A bit laters its prob= 
ably a new paragraphe 


"A difficulty arises uhen we turn to consider what body af 
persons should bo sovereign in the poliss the people at larges 
the wealthys the bectsr sort of nens; the one nan who is. best 
of all; the tyrant. iut all those alternatives appear to 
involvs unpleasant results: indecd. how can it be otbexwise? 
What if tho paor, on tue ground of their being a majority, 
proceed bo divide among bücuszelvos the possessions of ths 
wealthy em will not this be unjust? CHo, by heaven? (a dene 
ocrat nay reply); tib has been justly decreed so by the sov- 
oroilgn,.?" 


How lot v5 Bice nereo Voll, the domoorot migat reply is 
SJaricor's additicas Aristotle desasa’t sey thao. Yes, but Xim sorrys 
I havs the text hero, Yes, sure, Arisicble simiy says raat 


| 


$ 


nat 


the denocrat replies ee saying that the democrat. rosas : 
ito You understand that from the context, and he doesn’t say . 

Shy heaven.” He soya, "by Zeus," Not as. a deuoorat, by tho Ways 
but as a political man. You see here, and shortly afterward there 
is another sermon by Zeus. These are the only scrmons occurring 
in the Aristotelian writincs. It's very interesting. They oce 
cur in Aristotle's jmitation of political debzte. You see, when 
Aristotle speaks arcut the nature of frogs cv sbout. the essence 
of motion and he argues all the times that is always disputative 
or Glalectical, Bub ho never swears, I mean, as if we would 
now, in arguin; about Aristotle, scmeone would say taat is aii 
50, by God, Theb wouldn't carry any weight. Sut in political 
discussions these things coms up because -- why do they carry 
weight in political debates or in quasiepolitical debates, wherce 
as they do nob carry any weight in theoretical, debates? Why do 
they do that?. | 


(Inaudible response). 


Yes, but still, who cares : for emoti ons? Why are the enoticns 


degitinate regarded as strensthenins the cause of the arpea? 
‘ean, if schscne gives a matlomatical dencastration and vould 


usar. I mean that would be uholly ores But if ins 


political debzio Sermo 3, caths, or equivelents of them are creg- 
ulerte How con i mean, they are s kind cf argument, How cans? 
Pertaps tbey shos ; how Suroaziy poopie esd esos lu £u wi strenctna 
of the feeling i5, of course. a volibical fact. I meen, if poople 
have an abtltucc, as they say today, that can be very iursewarm _ 
and of no political Importancs but it can also bs of great pole 
itical power and that is indicated, for exemple, by the use of 
poucríut langusse So He Arist totio gave a sketch of the dau» 
ccoraiic argunous5 and r es it ab the Some time as he had dors 
before in a diifceront rus Tre Gemcerats say the deuos has reached 
this desizion eri the. densa is Soverci.g33; tut that desah meen 
a thing, The dseizåon nzy ha sbolly unicss, Ib is obvicus, 
I mean, vhatever you gay thirk about majonior decisions they cone 
not -- the majority principie dces nos guarentee the justice of 
the majority decisions. The majority nrirciple may be a 20d 
rule of thumb Luo ib can never ba more because there is no mare 
antes. that the majority as a majority will be right or. just. 
That is clear, And you ses giso ths susaxines the perbisczu. eue 
cited man and this indicates again what Aristotle is, Avistotie 

is the biror, the cain arbiter. botween excited. NM 


is iis KE gnip pen dog then bs gives in the sequel <= in this cag 


we pesi Zo. inca atl toes eo the arguxemt, bo repeat, is decided 
in faver OF ho mon of excale: eros, men of visive, the oetisr coro 


Por, UoPa y duc a g ^ Pes e^ a. 3 bee! = ^ 
as th sy we coj5záa in former tin Im2Se ies, PE stil cən ve Irava 
it ai the solo rois of the beoster sorb? Homid shis mst 3 E *o 
-, x : d te. mn mn 
tho o “bob the majo Loy is Gigefronehissd, therevere 


dissatioiicd and therefore will bs inclined to pus doun the rule 


x 


of the better sort? Furthermore, if there is an inherent right 
^5 ef the better sort to rule in their own right, thon we arrive 
Y ab tho conclusicn that the best individual has a still higher 
, | right than the better sort and he should be the sole ruler. People 
are aware of thas ond therefore they say, you know, you pub the 
question wrongs Wo mam boing should rule, The law should rule, 
a denend uhich always makes a great impression, but Aristotle 
thinks it is wholly insufficient and why? Vhy can we not say 
rule of laws? Yes? | Row» 


“phe law itself may be interpreted in terus of all democrate 
ic interests. In other words, be inclined one way or bhe. 
other," | 

That's trus, but not sufficient , | 

Mell, the laus could be good œ bad, e e o" 


The right is nob in all situations but the right is just 


dh boten what you said, It is not the mre administration: of the 
oi iving of the iows, The cuestion who is the ruler. 


means ultimateiy who is the izvepgiver, and the loss will not bo 


po tically neutral, They ` @ democratic laws, cligarchic 
c o s ard therefore the recourse.to the rule of laus is theca 


| retically wholiy inadeauste and therefore the regime is the crue 

ciai. consideration, You cannot leave it at the Isvs. The less 

are derivative from the lewesivor and the leyeriver, in modern 
mace. is the soversicn am tue SOVOLSAD Yyfon3 an Oii- 
Dv or denocracy, trraany =~ 7 ave you? And therefore 
eresi political question is eho ought to be tbe covercign? 
Who ought to bs the lovrepgivar? The question of the laus, very 
‘imyztant.is homever oily 2 secondary questicn. Noy thon Arise 
totib arenes and gives the areument in favor of the rule of the 
mBultitudos; ws ezn say thea darocratic armment,. The main pointt 

collective wiscon is supericr to the wisdom of any individuale 
Let us icok e- thors is one passage which is varticriarily inter- 
esting in 12015. why don't you read paragraph 32. 


“Articie 3. bottom of page 223, This is th» reason why th 
Many ere aiso tatter judges of music and the writings of 
poets; seme appreciate onspart,. Some another, and all togee 
ther apy 2G%u05 all, The thing which makes a good man dife 
for from a unit in the crosd -e as it is also the thing waáich 
is gororaily said to make a ceautiful person differ from _ 
one uno is not beautiful. or an artistic repressntation dif} 
fer fron crüinary reality e- is that elements which sre else» 
‘where, ccasteresa and cetarabe are here combined in a umityo 
For if yeu take the eisnants severatoly, you may say of an o 
artistic. romesentaticn that ib is surpassia by the eyo of 
this persen er by sons other fenture of thst, Ib 22 zob 


P 
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clear, however, that this combination of qualities, which 
we have made the ground of distinctiqn between the many and 
the few vest, is true of all popular bodies and all large 
masses of nen," E | 


Now let us stop here, The which he makes here: suree 
ly an individual may be by far superior in wisdom to all others 
and his wisdai may be superior to the collective wisdan, but only 
in parts, in partial matters, le. these outstanding individuals 


are So-called experts but “hat wo understand by political visdom 
in not visdom of emporta, That is a part of the democratic are 
gument which Aristotle does nob fully adopt =- by no means «ee 
which he rather reports and enslyzss and which he regards es usee 
ful up to a poin?, The conclusion which we draw then is taub 
there — Aristotle does not accent the armuacnt in favor of tis 
multitude, even hers, Some multitudes, civilized multitudes, 
may have this character ard the practical solutioa as li was Stae 
ted by lir, Herst in his papers it is a perfectiy defensible view 
to say that multitudes of a certain caliber ara capable to form 
the popular aseenbiy and there to give the lave and to celitsre 
ate generaliy and also to aot as jurymen, Sut they must nog t3 
elected to the nizhest offices, What this in practicas would mean, 
Í believe, is tnis: the laws would be prepared by a council and 
this couzsil would not bs — I mean that would also be en erise 
tocratic institusion, and so thas the right of the multitudes _ 
would be rathor to ratify or not rataty the lass, but they would 
ve no inflirsnce on tho levislavi CET EM on Aristotle goes 
on in this arsunsnt and raises tbe question, can the umiza, the 
multituds, judgs3 for exampic, a physician is to be elected and 
must you nob be a physician to judge of a physician? Must you 
not be a political scientist to judge of political scientists? 
Now the multitude consists of non-krowers, admittedly, Hew oan 
we get out of that circolo? The Aristotelian colubicn is the clase 
sic Solution, in many cages you are even a better» judge if you 
are not an empsvt, on this ground: because the exerts oro meant 
to gerva ths. xvon-exzperts and cn 3 erbg can decide whe 


noh-snooOnakevs are not: exosrT53 in choes, bub the decisive. 
judgnent on the work of the shosmsker is the judcraert of the zone 
export, of:tae wearer of the shoss, The sheenalers may all say 
that is the most magnificent shomaker we have ever Seen; bs proe 
duces Shoes in no time end ouv of the most umrouising material, 
and uhat have you, But if tho keyora of these shoas say ve can't 
usar the snees, they are right ard not only fran a demooratio 
point of view, bub obsicus, Pardon? ^ — | 


"DceSs Aristotis assent to this? 
Yes, SUTO 
"Then be would bo acccpiing c. subjective evalunbion 


| 


1 
V 


~ 


- "How is this a subjective evaluation, but when- you. canit walk : 
in the shoes? e AME S t a ee 


MIf he accepts tho principle that excellence is to be debere 
mined by the woarsre e ." —- " "P 


` 


~~? 


llot in ewery respect.. Far example, let us, take a man who 
4s completely unable to appreciate these things, For example, 
regarding shees. every wearer of shoes can judge end every mans 
or at least aXmost every man to bs exacb, can be a wearer of Gho35e 
Bub if it is a matter of poetry, for exampls, every man can lise 
ten to poetry. but is everyone equally able to judge of a pestis 
work? It’s a different cazs, The cruder the Sings, the more 
general is the judgent and political matters are partiy very 
crude and therefore eweryons can be the judge, but other things 
are not very erude in politics and therefore the different. 


‘political matters, you Says are essentially way f | 
io: Hany political natters ‘are crudeo B : 
.- c ffnsudibie response), | 


Yos, sure, That is the linib of popular competence accorde | 
ing to Aristotlo, cacanse mest vs0plo would sey that if ve goo —— 
the right kim’ of shoes, metaphorically understood, which ue can 
wear convenienti: that’s all we want from the govervassnuós. 
Bui the roverzcozó must do more to be truly goverment. Quita 
a. few people would be dissatisfied vith a govermment which would 
do not more than that, Take nother exemple, also from every 
dey life: noi everyone is hurt -— not everyones eyes ava burt 
32 ro sees fatrinstbic adveraissnents on billbcards on the highuayse 
Nob svervore 32 hurt by the atrocious sincizg comerciais on tha 
TV, ani if then you will ssy since people like it = and peopis 
nigsb evon == tne majority of pecole night even like perhens so= 
called obscema things. obcosns litsrature <e would this Do <= 
or to take a Si:mie exampic. Hew coma that the spitting is abole 
ished, say, exi is farbicden in subways, fa exampis? Is this 
Simply aque to the popular will as such? I realiy doubt it, I£ 
ab a certain point payaicians had not erSered and had hed a dzo 
cisi ve say Excich did not imcose too goet a rardslvin on ths come 
muters, it rigat never have cons threues, and so on, So that 
is not tho omiy =» but Aristotle here gives -a bub your question 
is in one point — ig vory nortiment because it gives us on inke 
Jing why Arissctie dess nob lesve ib at the demceratic er£uncrb, 
le presents hers ou argumens ior cdanocracy which seams to bs icole 
proof? ami you wiohoub an angarenms reason ke gees on to an arpia 
mows raich Tears to atgoluts momarahy ord he dcsen’t give us a 
TESSO, We beve to diccever ths reason for ouresives, You goù 
one point there in what you said, Now let ug sce. Wo have ta 


sol 


340 
read at the beginning of 1252b there is one pointe 1282b, 


"But the discussion of the first of these difficulties leads 
te one conclusion above all others, Rightly constituted 
laws should be the final sovereigns and personal rule, wine 
ther it be exercised by a single person or a body of persons, 
should be sovereign only in tnosc imttcrs on which law is 
unable, owing to tho difficulty of fradny gencral rules 

for 211 contingencies, to make an exact pronouncenent. But, 
what rightly constituted laws ought to be is a matter that 
is not yet clear; and here we are still confronted by the 
difficulty stated at the end of the previous chapter o that 
law itseif nay have a bias in favour of one class or another. 
Equally witu the constitutions to which they belong laws 
ist be sood or bad, just ar unjust. ‘he one clear fact 

is that laws nust be constituted in accordance with constie 
tutions; anl if this is the caso, it follows that laws which 
ore in accordarmse with right constitutions must necessarily 
be. just, and laus which are in accordance with wrong or pere 
verted constitutions must be unjust." 


That is a more emphatic stateuent regarding the derivative - 
character of las, Laws, just as the citizen, are relctive to 
the regine, The fundamental fact is th regime and therefore 
if the rogkæ is fundamentally urong the laus must be wrong too, 
except accidentsily, and vica versas. Now that is one reason why 
one should not speak of constitutions because when you meak of 
constitutions now, especi liy in this country, you nean a ae 
the fundamental iay of the land, For Aristotle the re 
now a law, It is a factual arder of the society in regard to 
ue which necessari a le ression, but the le 
ression is akSolutely derivative fand the fundamental fact, 
there is ancther point regarding the regime wrich I should 
have mentioned last set but there was so much material that 
I could not possibly go into everything, ‘here is this phrase 
occurring which is translated generally and I think also by Bare 


ker that what is the constitution? Answer:the constitution is 


the goverrmenmt. Yes, but what does that mean? I mean, does it 
make sense to say tue constitution is the poverment? In this 
country you would of course say the constitution =- the .governe 
mem is by virtue of the constitution the legitimate poverrment. 
They are two different things, what does Aristotle mem? May 

in the first place he doesn't speak of goverzuont,. The word which 
he uses is po iitemma,. Now this vard is granatically a form ex- 

ac ES ahowaer word, strate wa, which nears ATUS Politouma 
is Something like an army, it i> the body, the citizen bovy, 


Tee rscioo is t5: citizen seer how what dees that mean? In 
every city you save many humans == many husan beings, bus not 
all human beings Living in a city form a part of the citizen ! body 


la 
. For examplo, not children and not resident aliens and 80 on, 
_ -2780$, therefore, in every city the question ‘arises, uho forms a 
C2 part of the citizen body? and this citizen body can have very 
7 - different structures. For example, you can have a structure which 
^ has this character (writing on blackboard) and so on. (Several 
words inaudiode), Or you can have it in this forme e o o in other 
words, really stratified, And then ít can be a number of things 
but in the nost desirable cose the stratification, tno social 
stratification, would correspond to the natural stratificution, 
if I way use the oldefashioned lanjage, so that those who desorve 
to bo higher are in fact hither, That would be aristocracy and 
the other things would be sopehow in between, That is the point, 
The difficulty arises in a strict monarchy where the only one 
who has the right to deliberate, pive laws, to Judge, would bs 
one nan, and all others =- no one would be a citizen and it would 
be rather absurd to say that the absolute king or tic tyrant is 
the only citizen, lio: men are not so foolish, They use cther 
expressions then as you know irai the Iritish, They say we don’t 
Speak of citizens, We seak of subjects, hat is the sd:mie 
Scuentic sointion to this difficulty, Therefcre, this rasark 
only confirms wiat I said before. Aristotic’s concern is cides 
not to say exclusively, vita republicag with sosieties in whieh 
you have a 4n conurel and tuat is the rerin 


Now one more word and ten we orc through, Let us read the 


beginning of the next paragraph or chapter, where we left off, 
Nos immediztely where wo loft off, 


"In al? arts and sciences the end in view is sae good, 
in the nost sovereign cf all the arts and sciences => and 
this is tue art and science of politics ~- the end in view 
is the greatest good and the good which ia nost pursusd," 


#t us stop here. That is truly a new relaxing, I mean 
that is the way in which Aristoti2 bsrmizs-boccz; I mean not ine 
dividual books cr parts of a book, but whole books: a real iucisiony 
Something entirely reu. What is hoppenisg? The issues who showid 
rule - has been settlod apparently in favor of demoras y prope 

r : ors, but then there is here a new 
g ard this beriming speaks emphatically of the soicncesn 
and arts, Shortly afterward there are two referensen to pnilose 
ophy, Somehow, in a way which ve mist try to urderstand, ths 
/ [ Sisi of politics is -ə the overall view of polities «= in dee 


ourselves of the fact of aside 

ence, science doesn't mean quite ins same thing as it means nou 
but thers iS, of courses, a kinship between thess two notions. 

} I etagesrais greatly in order to moke things clear, The quate 
denocratie sclution would be sufficient if there wore no scie mea, 

~ That forces us to re-consider the whole issus, We con Szy vois 


Soience ar asia: the distinction is icre not brani =. the 
difference between science and arts, on the one hand, and polie . 
tical things such as lows, in particular, on the other ~- that 
is ceno of tie fundamental themes of Aristotle, We huve caw ace 
cress it when we discussed iifíppodanrus? proposal in the Second 
vodik — you know, in favor of inventions, whore Aristotle says 
in tae case of laus and sciences and the case ul lawa differ, 
That is one fundaiental theme and the other fundanental thene 

is that which we have discussed to smie extent today and last 
times tne difference between the polis and the re gins. And we 
will reach a deeper stratum of the unde ng or AT TEDO A | 
wien we see that there is a connection between these 
mental themes, The dis Sion between polis and regime, on the 
one hanl, and tie distinction between science and Jaws, science 
and political things, on tie other nande So next time we will 
take this up. Hr, Gray -will have his paper ready at tae peril 
that ne night not read it next time and the same applics clso 
to Mr, Warden, E 


e d v te acts ; re 
a polis aad vegine | 


Scuit & bed 


Pol's 4 Reine 


al 


13 


^. Aristotle!s Politics: Locture 6, April 21, 1760 


(Tape begins with inaudible question fran student). 


Yes, that is the question which you raised at the end of 
the last :wetine. Now let us first seo the distinction between 
laus and decrees, That is very simple. A decree corresponds | 
to what we can call a neasure, I nean a measure - for exanule, 
the declaration of warg anything of this kind == smething which 
is =~ a decision which is nade now and not with tie intention 
of peruanonce, A law is meant to be a peraanent solution. There- 
fore decrees have sarthin, in common with judicial dccisicns, 
where this individual is condenned on tnc basis of las. So all 
‘decrees presuppose the lays. Very simply, a declaration of vor 


“presupposes that it is uade by the caupctent authorities and that 


is determined not by decree. Yes, but thc laus presuppose theme 
Ives the regime. ‘he laus presuppose a legislator and the leg- 
islator as the origin of all laws is ultiuately not lizjted by 


.Aa M. You know what the modern doctrine of sovereignty 8ay8. 


pecause he who ean make laws can urmake them and since he has to- 
— ane cannot possibly draw a line on which subject he way or 
nay not make laws; the unícresceaole chanes in clirewstances, 
Therefore he must be considered to 56 ocumi-eampetent, I mean 
Aristotle -e cf course tre ancients never developed the doctrine 
of sovereignty; that's interesting enough, that they didn't, 

But something of this kind is inolied. 


So we cone back to the legislator, Now the legislator dife 
fers fron regine to regine, In a democracy it's the citizen body. 
In a monarchy it"s the king; and all intermediate possibilities, 
Whet is behind tae regime? Politically, socially, nothing. It’s 
the ultimate fact, Once you go beyond the regine you case into 
a kind of chaos where toere is not yet any social order, or there 
is a sub-political orders individual families or clans but not 
yet a civil society, But is the regine not subject to ary higher 


thing? To which Aristotle would say yea, it is, as is show by 


the fact that we are canpelled to distinguish bstueen good and 
bad regines, Therefore there are criteria in thc light of which 
we can make that distinction. cut do these criteria have tne 
character of lax? Answer: no. In other wards, there is no nu» 
tural jew, strictly speaking, in Aristotle. For Aristotle there 
ia sonething corresponding to the natural law but it is not nature 
al law, and tnat is, we can say, the natural order of ends, of 


human ends, There is a natural order of higher and lower anm 
then and tuat is a natural order, not an ordar depending in any 


way on huan arbitrariness. but this is not the same as a natural 
law, Well, thers are various reasons which one could give, A 
natural, law would presuppose a legislator of the natura) lax and 


Wh, 


that could only be God. New the Aristotelian God is not a lege 
.islating God in any sense, God coes not rule, Aristotle says 
TA occassionally, by issuing camands <cammands including LawBo 


[2 He rules by being what he is, by being the end of everything else, 
TE ot y lepialatings That's one reason which is not altogether 
negligible. Sut there are other reasons. Aristotle speaks of 
: matural right in the Ethics. Now let me state this whole issue 
as far as it is possible within the canpass of a few remarkse 


ahd The Aristotelian staterents on naturel law or natural right 
: occur in two writings of his. One is the Rhetoric and the other 
is the Nichamechean Ethics. liow in tbe l'hetorio Aristotle does 
not present his Gm teaching, but hc presents those principles 
to which oratars refer in debates, political, judicial or whate 
ever they may be, and there an appeal to a higher law, to a nae 
tural law, was common in Greece und Aristotle therefore presents 
this way of arguing as he would any other, but that does not pre- 
sent the Aristotelian teaching. In the Ethics there is a remark 
where Aristotle surely speaks in his own name, but this is one 
page and peranaps the most ouscure page in the whole Ethics. Se 
one does <= it is very harð to interpret it and the Thonistic 
interpretation, which is tbc most well known in tue West, is not 
fully borne out by what Aristotle says because Aristotle says 
all right is changeable, And Thomas Acquinas says yes, that means 
| that all right is chan cascie exept the principles of right; they 

;. are unchangeable, Aristotle does not say that and therefore we 

| have an alternative interpretation which was set forth by =< es- 

| pecially by Averross, an Arsbic philosopher of the l2th century, 

- and he is — Zived about one century prior to Thomas and ine whole 
Thanistic doctrine is a iind of Christian reply to the Averroistic 
interpretaticn of Aristotle. Wow Averroes understands Aristotle - 

were There are certain gene 
Societies agros. Thsy 


y all fortid high treason and so on and 
so On, But that is not, strictly speaking, natural right, accore 
ding to Averroes, Averroes! doctrins, by the way, becams known 
to the Christian world in this manner: through Marcelius of Padua, 
Marcelius, tho: lived in tha Uith -= who wrots around 132) or so; 
that is to say, about two generations after Thomas — Marcelius 
of Padua, And he presents this alternative interpretation of 
Aristotle more clearly, in creater detail than Averrees does, 
So what the conclusion which ens must draw is this: it is very 
hard to find out what Aristotle understands by natural right, 
Aristotle, contrary -- I mean Averroes is wrong to that extent 
ee that Aristotle speaks exnlicitiy of natural rigat whereas Ave 
^ erroes5 S there is not natural right. At least there is a dif- 
ficulty here. That is, more or less, what we know about it. 
Everything eise is interpretation, which means also there is no 
longer a literary support. | 


Now what doss Aristotils understand by natural right if us 
disregard this single reference in which thers is nci a singis 


"Wl ey 


‘example; not a single exanple piven, and so hov oan you know what 
Aristotle = ? Then we-have put in the Politics a3 . 

a Whole and there ue would have to see what does ne say about. 
natural? Aud tuere we seer well, tiere aro natural Slaves; there 
is a certain natural order of superiority of the parents corpared 


with the children; there is a certain superiority of the husband 
over the wifes e natural superiority of those who are by nature 
better over those who are by nature inferior. These are o that 
is the concept, Jut there is saaething else: the Aristotelian 
teaching regarding justice as a whole, Aristotic nukes a distince 
tion between, Jet us Say, commutative justice and distributive 
justice. CourmLation -e well, tne simple case is buyin; and selle 
- ing. Fron Aristotle's point of view tiere exists something which 
"M has cone to be called tle just or fair price. ‘the just or fair 
price is not tie market price, Thuc market price nay be very une 
fair, for exarmic, in a period of famine, yo know, whore people 
pay exhorbitanz?y much for a piese of bread, There is, accorde 
ing to Aristotise, a fair e which is =-~ can perhaps be stated 
to be a camposize of the value of the raw material and of the 
labor involved in producing the thing and you ‘mos that in schole 
asticisn, the shole Catholic tradition, that played a very preat 
pre role, And that is alsa — only one form of the fair price are 
wags ^. fair wages, Fair wages are not the waves watch you can yet at | 
: the manent bus fair Wages are which really correspond to the quale 
; ity and character of the service performed and so on, And came 
ba mitative justice is, for Aristotle, the sans ee basically the 
Same as whet ue could call retributive justice, For exonple, 
if someone hurts another luuan wing in a viven way then the hurter 
must got the sw in value, in pain in this casa, in loss, more 
generally stated, as the painee, if you can say that, 90, in 
other words, tne principle of cammtative or retributive Justice 
is simple arizhnctie equality. Cain nust be equal to loss, The 
Shocmakor gives amay the pair of shoes == less, What he must 
get back =e tue vain =» mist be equal to it, Distributive juse 
tice is nore couplicoted,. In distributive justice you have to 
consider not oy tie thin;s exchanged «e I sean for exmapis., 
you bit sawone over the head, taere is an exchon,e of olows e 
| take this in this wide senza, “ht there is a kind of justice 
i Where you huve to consider also the persons ard where o therefore, 
Tu | there is not a Sizple equality but what Aristotle calls a propore 
. tionate or gecuxctrie equality, The Sinplest cass here would be 
juns one ch does occur in ousiness relations: fcr example, two men 
olas 1, Share a busiress and have unequal shares in it from the very be~ 
"T ginning, Then gain or loss must ba distributed not by two equally, 
` but proportionately, If one has four shares 4o begin with. the 
other ons, the scin or loss must be shared in the proportion of 
kre four to ons, 31b the main plese of distrititiive justice 15 pube 
lic office or public honors Trey cannot be distributed equally, 
* one pets zs much as everyone elscs, but rou have to consider 
aie quality ci the individuale involved, If someone is better 
e BUSY get novo. nob monsy bus uuslie honor, autherds ds 
Nou these are mrinciples = tuat you can say SEE and s9o 


iors f; 
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justice are not, according to Aristotle, dependent on the hunon 

. , Jegislater, On the contrary, the human legislator has to take 

^'^ his bearings by them, "hats all very nice, bui what about the 
-gtatenent in te section on natural right that 211 right is chan e= 
able? All rights hence also natural right. That ordinary civil 
right is chan-eaole, everyone admits that. There is no problem, 


: ? . Sut how can these principles of justice be changed? That’s the 
question, Well, one can say they ore not always applicables 
» ha There are situations ul ; : establish 
a deunocracy, ie. a regine in whi istributive justice proper 
is not practiced; : access to office reparde 
Ss nerits,. Wuat happens hers ipics of justice 


J ew in Luis situation -e yes, thut is the crucial point I believe, 
oe In this situation you do not merely make a consessien of expedie 
helf. | ency to justice. In such a situation tis concession itself is 
7 Just, There is no conflict here in such a cass than is. 
= necessary betean expediency uml justice, but justice itscl^ is 
modified, and t.crefore while tiere is a natural right this na= 


ol right Xs cnan(eable, liatural right, properly and simply 
; vuderouaodo is nov always applicable, and if it is not a plicas 
then you are unjust insistinz on it because it cannot warko 
Sanething of tnis kind is, I believe, what Aristotle understood : 
by natural ri:t:t. Do you see that? So it remains, in a way, 
the criterion. It is the best order, but it is not =» it cannot 
be unchanjeabls in character, Yes? - 


"Would aw necessarily have to be the consequence of conscious 
act? I'n thinking thot perhaps the nuture of reality would 

. dictate that wirich would be conformable to that nature in 
that respect. That would bc a law," 


Yes: can you give ne a single example so that I understand 
what you nean? 


"Well, you might take a denocracy. “hey would be so ocxposed 
ee varicus elements in a democracy — so that certain laws 
conforuable to that denocracy would be dictated by tne very 
nature of democracy; in other words, its essence," 


Yes, but then you pet into other troubles as we will sce 
at least next tine: that there are various kinds of dewocracy. 


Mell each kind would dictate its om lows," 


Yes, but the nament you go into that you Vill coms to the 
question of suodivision of tho kinds and it will becone infinite, 
fnere is no use for that, Ome must, I think, leave it at saying 
that fron Aristotle's point of view biere is no natural law, 
There 18 sométnin: e and that is reasonable decision, That 
is what you rman. Jut this really — for example, bakine an ine 
dividual of this subetitle of democracy end you can perhopa Say 


A~ 


olisn 


| law 


A 


.- 


| .smething which applies to oll individucls of this subetitle. 
--'Sut this would be rational provisions for that sub=type. It could 

^7: not properly be cclled natural lew because there is no — in the 

‘ first pldce, there is no natural tendency toward it which is also 


inportant, whereas even in the case of cormututive justice <= 
I nean in nany ceses the exchanvers, but in all cases an unbiased 
spectator would say that is fair and there is 2 certain sense 
of revolt, of indijmation, if that doesn't happen, Jut the nain 
point, I think, is simply to mke this clears there is no - you 
see, I mst mention anotucr thince The Greek word for law is 
naaoos, llow tác nost fundaiental thought in Greek philosophy is 
exoressed by this distinction: namos, physis; low, naturs, the 
tern n:tural law is, to begin with, a wooden idol. You know, | 
what is by n-ture is not by convention, and vice verse, ond that 
is, of course, a very vold expression which was used by Plato 
in the Timesus, for exauxpleo Today we ure accustoued to it == 
natural awe <= also frou modern setence and so on, but that was, 
to begin with, a very bold ami paradoxical combination. Another 
exaxio of this paradoxical character is given by Lucretius, the 
Ronan=Epicurean poet, in his poems Un The lature cf Things, He 
calls the nctural lows, in the sense of Hewton let us eay, the 
caipacts of nature, reminding us of the original meaning of lows 
that it is a human arranzgencnt azrced upon by himans. That wag 
2 very bold thought. It later om became -e there Was a school 


which developed after Aristotle and about which people say very 
much, muer mare than the texts warrant, and perhaps the miltituas 


of the talk stands in inverse preportion to what we knou about 

it and these were the so-called Stoíocs, You see ue have no Stoic 
texts: that's the trouble. The Stoic texts we have arc ull very 
lite: certain things in Cicero and especially Sersea, The early 


Stoics, the founders of tie school -e we have only very sketchy 


fragments of theirs, But there 35 no question that tne Stoics 
used the term the natural lew as à matter of course. 


v 


igans with tæn is a very difficnit question. The term is, how- 
ever, constambiy used by tien, how is this sufficient as en ane 


swer? Was there — someone else raised a question at the end 
of the neeting last tins. Yes? 


"I believe that Aristotle says that the end of the state 
is virtue or excellence, Hou, you said that the modern 
notion is that the state, e o secure the conditions for 
promoting this end, . . o (part of this question inaudible)," 


That has nothing to do with that, Thomas follows Aristotle 


substantialiy in the political teaching with certain interesting 
variations, Themas is nore mnonzzchistio thon Aristotle is and 
Bono other kinas of thinss. But Thanas makes a distinction which 
is, of course, Wholly alien to Aristotls, betueen ths felicity 
of this lifo and tre true freiicity in the other lite, fed thon 
they sneak about felicity politiczily thay msan the felicity of 
this lite and therefore agroe, Tois other diference cones in 


ET 


Only <= not within politics proper.--' it cones in only when the 
question of the relation of the civil socicty and tue church is — 
concerned, There naturally: there is no place for a church in 
Aristotle, I5 does not caue in here. ihe felicity of tac other 
ife in Thais Acquinas, wich neans the beatific vision, Corres- 
ponds to tix: contemplative felicity, the felicity of tho ohilcse 
oper, in Aristotle, Hut this felicity of tho philosophers, foli- 
city of contemplation, is cz nuch transepolitical in Aristotle 

as it is in Thonas. Therefore, we can disregard the difference 
hore, lir, lFaulknere | 


"Couldnt it oo argued however that Thomas thinks that every 
man is capable of thet felicity and that in fact ne is bound 
or obliged to prepare hioself in this life by preparing his 
soul and his soul is prepared on the instruction of tle chure 
and not according to the instruction of «= " 


I do not know what present day Catholic theologians say avout 
that because I belicve tnat. deaccracy also affects, has ufirocted 
the Cetholic teaching to sane extent. for Thatas the decisive 
point is this =- I nean, tac decisive consideratione What is 

. the status -- are mn, by nature, equal or not? What dces Thomas 
af wu, auer to thas? ven prior to the Fell, and wholly indspendant 
ps of the Fall, would men have been unequal: all the mors aa a cone 
uic ( sequence of the Fall, Whatever the equality of all men before 
i God nay mean it has no Loical meaning, dust as Thomas has 

no objection titution of slavery, wo, I think it is 
intelligible that present day Thomists try to give an inberpree 
tation of Thanas which is rather democratic. But on the other 
hand we must make a distinction, No, but I think this is true, 
But if ve want to understand Thomas we have to study Thooas and 
cannot take present day democratic interpretasions as suvstitutes 
far Yhoaas, hat sees to ue cleouentary and that we havs to do, 
I mean, for exccple, uy colicagua Yves Sinon, of the Conmiites 
On dociul Thcuznt, who is a very conscientious scholar, gave once 


(the story of this in his book, ‘the Princinies of Democratic Gove 
"*ernnent but he nakes it clear that Thouas was nob a democrat. 
le only showed how a dewocrutic teaching could emerge from Thomas. 


Tiat®’s an entirely different proposition, Thomas himself was 
not a democrat. 


low there is -- perhaps wo take up one point with a view 
to the question raised first. We will return to that lator «= 
to that passage. That cccurgB in the fourth back, Let us tum 
to => in the fourth book == 12995, You have no book; that is 
really disersesful., Yes, I wish - you are such 2 good reader. 
L2E69b;3 thare is a brief polemic, The context is this: the var- 
ious kinds of rolities, of regimes are here spooker again. Scceone 
hes ee of the carlier ones ee has spoken about these things tut 
NS s yos? | 


X9 — 
"One of our predecessors has already advanced tne sane vieus ` 
but he used a different principie» On his principle all 
constitutions could have a qood as well as a cad form: olie 
garchy, for example, could good as well as bad; and going 
on this principle ne ranked the wood form of dcuocracy as 
the worst of all the good forns of constitution,and the bad 
form of it as tie best of all the bad." 


tow this gcncone was no leas a nan than Plato and why he 
doesn't nenticn hin here in not quite clear, Plato does this 
in the Statesuan, 303a to b, So in other words, Plato said ons 
kind Cliparcay can be better than another kind and Aristotle 
Bays that's impossible to say that == seens to be mere senantic 
but wo will sce that it's soothing very serious. 104? 


"In our opinion these tuo constitutions, in any of their 
forms, are wholly on the side of error, It cannot properly 
be said that one form sf oligarchy is better than another; 
it can only be said that one is not so bad as another," 


Yes, in other words what Aristotle means is thie: take tuo 
gick people, You can't say the other is healthier then tne other, 
Strictly speaking, you can only say he is less sick than the other, 
lione of then is healthy, Yes? | 


"Bunt we may dismiss for the present this issue of the grade 
ing of constitutions in an order of merit. we have, first, 
to distinguish and errzocrate the varieties of each type of 

. constitution. on the assumption that democracy and oligar= 
chy have each several different forms. Secondly, we have 
to examine what type of constitution =- snort of the ideal 
eo is the „ost penerally acceptable, and the nost to be pres 
ferred; ond here we mest also examine whether, besides this 
general type, there is any other constituticn to be found, 
of a nore aristocratic and well-constructed character but 
Suitable, none the less, for adoption in most states, Thirde 
ly, aud in regard to constitutions generally, we have to 
inguire waich constuction is desirzole for which sort of 
civic body, It is possible, for instance, taat democracy 
rather than olizarohy nay be necessary for one sort of civic 
body; amd oligarchy ratuer than denocracy far another." 


Let us stop here, That's the point I mont, Aristotle haa 
first engaged in a seemingly semantic discussion with Plato. 
Can you speak of a defective resins =- say demoerssy <~ ex say 
this democracy is better tian that olivzarechy? And Aristotle says 
nos you can't smeak of bed uhings, that ons is bether than the 
other, You can oniy say it's less bad than the other, And now 
he says for ecss noople Qenccrscy nay bs messzarr or for other 
peopie cligarciy may be meccesary. Now, but i? it is necassary 
you can't change that. Yo have to adopt it, Dist now dst us 


150 


. Jook at the other points what is a defective regime in general? 


..'"À regine directed toward the benefit of a-section and not toward 
cf: the common benefit, But such a regime -> thc badness of suc 


.ITAUVA S ntical with its injustice. So certain, in thom 

4M ^  BSelves ust ropgimes may be necessary. Generally stated, nsvural 
Hp Yifhs 15 c ‘cable, Haturel right is clear as to what is bete 
foi ter or inferior but that is not sufficient for action, What is 

us insi : be irmossibie under (ven circumstames. 

be was the opposite of a doctrinzire. That have 


brouit up next tine but I — since we had to discuss the Arise 
5. totelian teaching regarding natural right I thought it might be 
—— better to nention it noc. Nos let us return to the third book 
and I must repeat what we <= if you will turn to 1282b, in this 
neighborhood, I'll tell you the precise passage very sooo 


We have seen =- after Aristotle has made the distinction 
between the various regimes he has coms up with a disputation 
anong the various claims to rule and this cuininated in a quale 

ified approval of Genceracy, a regine in which all citizens pare 
( tacipate in the assembly and in jury duties but in which only 
| Solution a certain elite is in fact elicible for office, The mechanics 
of that will be brought out very clearly in the fourth bock, 
We can dispense with that new, Bud then in 1202b1 he makes a 
new beginning and a very radical besinning by speaking of all 
the sciences and arts, and he evan refers in the immediate sequel 
twice to phiiescohy, why then does Aristotle reopen the question, 
the whole question? And this reopening culiinates in a plea fa 
absolute monarchy. I suggest this tentative answers hitherto 
we have coaupieteiy disregorüed seience or philosophy. That's 
le Sane for Aristotle, And that means our discussion was too 
narros, If we take science or philosophy into consideration we 
~ wild have to revise tae result of the previous discussion, New 
let me see. Will ycu read a bit Inter on where he says this sub 
' ject hos a difficulty and calls for political philosophy. Do 
you have that? About ten lines after, 


“Bub here there arises a question unich must not be overlooked, 
Equals and unequals =- yes; but equals and wnequals in what? 
This is a question which raises difficulties, and involves 
us in philosophical sceculation on politics, It is possie 
dle to argus that offices and honours ougat to be distribue 
ted umsquaily on the basis of superiority ín any rospeot 
whatsoever =- even thovch there were similarity, and no sha- 
dow of any. difference, in every other respect; ond it may 
be urged, in faveur of this argument, that where reovle dife 
fer fron one another there mist be a difference in what is 
just and prevorbionat2 to their merits. If thie areunent 

Were accepted, the mere fact of a better comlexion, or greate 
er height, or any cther such advamtaga, would establich a 
clain for a greater suare or political rights to be ziven 
vo ts pozzosSscre Dub is not the arguens obviously wrong?" 


E 


- You know what Aristotle neans, r1 Says men are unequal, 

and while it is a rule of justice to treat cauals equally it. is 
also a rule of justice to treat unequals uncqually, Tke o 

uestion is which equalities are relevano,. lor example, you can 
say beauty is «= some men are beautiful and others are less beau 
tiful and you can say the beautiful should have the greatest share. 
You know there are e- sometincs they look at candidates fron the 
point of view of their beauty, and to which Aristotle -e or size 7 
ee Aristotle's answer soys the error is obvious. Why is the ere 
ror obvious? that would you say? 


(Inaudible response). 


In other words, beauty is politically irrelevant and size 
and so on, Thet’s it, and tuerefore that is not a kind «= there 
is not a party of the "veautizul ond a party of the ugly. The 
ugly vould perhups hove a nicer naue for thanseivss,. Bub that 
never happens and tnat shows it’s politicaily irrelevant and we 
have gradually to find what is the politically relevent things 


on the basis of which people can reasonably claim to have prefere 
red treatment. But Aristotle does not orecesd this way hereo 


.How.does he go cn? Let us read, ile says the error is obvious 
and how does he prove that the error is obvious? 
| "To be clear tiat it is, we have only to study the analogy 
of. tho otücr arts end sciences? 


You see, Aristotis does not refer to the Politics, ile ree 
fers to the other arts and sciens SS, in agrecnent with his tegin- 
Ming with the arts and selences, Now what ds he aay? 


Sift you were dsaling with a mmbsr of flube-players vho were 
equal in thoir etic yca vovld nob assige then flutes on the 
principle that the better born should hovyo a greater ancant. 
Nobody m play the bati uer for being botier born: and ib ` 
is to those who are bstier at the job that the bebtor £ Supe 
ply of i. Sbowld be given, If our poiut is not yet MSN 
it can be made so if we push it Still further," 


les, it should te clear by nos, Well. Aristotle kears that 
in political matters pacple can bs of hard heaving, Yes? 


“U,st us sucpose a man who is od toc thers in jCbites 
playing, but far inferior in birth o 2 beanbyo Birth end 
beguty may te greater pocda than ab: Ty be play the os 
and those who possess thea may, uson balance. o Surpass tas 
flute-olsyor more in these molitizs then hz “purpas geen then 
in his fluiseplayines but the feet raucins thst he is the 
nan who crchi to pet the batter supp may gi Llntes, Supocriope- 
ity in 2 quality such as bir - id Lore hzi matter malih 
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functions and hore’ these qualities contribute nothing to 
Buch performances", _ 


|. Yos: vell, we have E this: that wealth and noble birth 
are as such irrelevant'in the arts and sciences. Are they irrele 
evant in politics? Pardon? 


"Ho sees to say no in the last sentence," 


You nean he sees to Bay yeS8e They ought to be irrelevant 
in politics. _ D 


"They do contribute soactbing ta the perforuance of the funce 
tion," 


I say that they dos but still he — oniy of sciences and 
arts and there tusy are irrelevant. Therefore ho suggests, prior 
to any other <= apari froa any further considerations ee since 
the political art is also an arts wealth and nobis birth and beau 
ty sbovld be irrelevant in peli tics too. Yes? 


“Docsn’t he po on to suggest that tuere may be a relatione 
ship between an -- » (rest of question inaudibic)? 


Yes, suroe Aristotle was nob a babe in the woods, but 50311 
why does he go ouo of his way, as it Wero, to cuegesh to us Lor 
&@monent the irrelevancy? How I put this que Siion to yous aid 
this subject cono up before? 


CCitize z mshipe" 
in which forn? 


"lis definition: he says that citizenship is nob determined 
by geogrannical locativa or by birth — n 


Yes, Dub still there he said in on oligarchy this is deters» 
mined hy Wealth and ina dzaocracy it is determined by birth, by 
by boing a fveeeborn citizen, ilo, pa bus sancthing else, 
Weere did this quesiion of eee and the arts o> sciences coms 
up before? 


"When he spoke about Hippcdams of Miletus ond whether the 
character of low e~ drozing tue analogy dra the arts and 

pelences «= was rslevant in discussing whether low should 

be chanced orr nots ne seid taat tnc ndi, aram fro the 
erts Was Yalss," 


Why? 


¥Rocauss the law is bazed c outy on habits ber2as the arts 
cca be improved vitiis themsolyves,’ 


o^ 


—- 
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"he arts aro transmitted by instruction proper =» the arts 


nnd sciences. Laws ore nob, iow i overstate it now to make it 


—"'elear. The arts and sciences are essentially rationel, The laws 
i are nob, but the laus are the nediun of all political life, nowe 
: ever derivative they nay be. Therefore the political as political 


ig, to put ib mildly, of qualified rationality. That is one af 
the key theues of Aristotle. A key theme is nob necessarily a 
theme uhich is discussed on every saree. A key thene is a thene 
uhich cones up at the cruciel monents, There was another key 
theme which we discussed lagb tine and the time beZore and inab — 
is the distinction between the polis and the regime and I will 
now try to show how these two key theunes are related to one ane 
other, i l 


You remember what I said last tine about the biefurcations 
love of something, say love of the country, love of the childrens 
love of one’s cun is tue veneral mrs, We love what is our om, 
but we also Iowe wnat is good. Ths unity of the buo is very Sine 
pis. We want that our own bo good, but unfortunately our om 
is not always pood and there a difficulty arises, what should. 
we prefer nore? One?s amend the cood, In politics it is very 
oleas, Think of a dscent German under the Nazis, He loves Gere. 
many and he hates the regins. Which shculd te authoritative for 
him? The counisy or the. abhoranse of the regime? Great qussbione 
That's the complicated | o? which I spoke bee 
fore, One vay in which Aristotle articulates that problem is 
the distincticn between the good mon and the pocd citizen, Tho 
good man: that mears the man possessing qualities which must bs 
abieys the same evoryuhero, bub the gocd citizen is relative ùo 
tho regime and good man and pood citizen can caincide only in 
a decent regino, because in an indscent regino the good citizen 
is he who is loyal to the indscens regine in its indecency, be 
can therefore bs not the good mam, Ons coulcén!b state it morse 
simply and clearlyo Now, if we are a bit sbrict and not easily 
Satvisiicd we must admit with Aristotle that the coipcldones of 
the good nan and the good citizen is nob -e is raro, What do 
you nave in such a situation. vien thore is a cleavage botusen 
the good citGzen and the [cod nsn? Let us say, for simlicity's 
Sake, the good regime is the rational regine. If you have a bod 
regine you have an irraticnal regis, PThotIs ons thins, out there 
is anothsr point, Bren in a gocd regins, as Aristotle kes clear, 
not all nen wko are oven cocog cliticens ave there necessarii 

Dow may ba Ley 


> T. P] x ipi 
Without truly understanding dis principles, so nonervationslit 
| dis =e 


plays a very moat ro | 20¢ sime all the more ia 
regimes, shesoag the orbs and setences ars always rzticonsle 
i mean, well. SOHSOne 1S g DUINLÓCT. 2 he is ee bs dosen't 
possess the ars of the vhesemsicoe. That's clears bub to the exe 
tous to enich ne possesses the ars of the skomaker he is rastional 


in his activity, Tne ayts ami scisness are rationale The polis 
can never be vericctiy raticusl, not even in the best cass, and 


t*60h 


zt 


shang 


saber) 


the others, He also must have power. Well, there is no neceso 
E connection between virtee E EEC Therefore, in every 


15h 


therefore the two issues are really. akin, Or one can also state 
it differently, So that sone onc`or a group cf men mies ib i: 
never. sufficisnt that he be sore v 


uous or nore ravional than a 


tical arrangemem there is not only in the best case ruie 
of reason over umrsason, You cannot speak of the umreasonable 
character of the Jsathez which the shoemaker uses. That is none 
rationos,. But the ruler has to do with irrational ruled peoples, 


E is also neccessary to diluss reason and that is necessary in 
every regine, even in tho best regine, Therefore, the law rege 


S ularing lan other political semonb, differs radi 
| ak 2 Tey ruling sciences and arts. -In other wards, the 5t 


only - but Aristotle teeny us of this problem of science 
 Tabionality in the hignest fora, We connob eo we must not fore 
get that. That may be noliedoally very uminportbams in most cases 
b it is Yy eg important to know that lesb wo understand noiicics 
end the polis in terms of a raticnal society, a rational aasocie 
proline proncrly undsrsteod, ami then ve have false expectations 
fron politics, and we wlll neob make wll kinds of theoretical and 


| practical errors And-thersfore. it is very irporbtanbs in the 
Teass of flutespicving or shoensicding or mathematicians or anything 


elso everyone uculd regard Xt as wholiy irrsicvant wisther that 
man is a free born or a slave, chether he is rich or whether be 
is poor, Sub r diwioally : it is very imporicuo, Evon pera piyge 
icol strength is of coursa OI 058 1 utmost | ixgoT5ance politically 
asd it cones cut simply in the fora of the claim of mero mmbers. 
Thao must be cozsidsrsd. Se that is -a Aristotle reopens the 
whole political icsue after having dram our attention to the 
radical dizovcocrolon bstsseen the "intelle eqwal pursuits ormer 
end poii: bios. so what us umasrstand the political things bebtar, 
HG, Uo cannot possibly read : A UN a little bit further 
on yhere he Speaks == paragraph $e 
| in 
"This is inpossibio. It is therefore clear that/natbors 
politizsi inore is no zood reason fov basinga claim to the 
exerciss of authority cn ony and every kind of superiority. 
Some may be suite and others 846353 but this is no rcasca 
why the cze shnculd have mors, and the cther less, Ibi 
dn athistiic coatests that the superiority of the Suo reo 
ceives iis reward, Cleins to political xi yigaus wuss b» based 
on the ground of eontribuvica to the elements unich comstie 
tute the being of the state. ‘There is thus good ground for 
tha clains to honour asd office which nade by persons 
of gocd descent, free birth, or veali 


WN, Svaxrcing 


You cce, sol Jorcs atoub the wise or the wise 1 
ze are the three groups o2 non 


fren the politica as such the 
wese? Chains cons MD rsio 
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"Those who hold office mst necessarily ve free men and taxe 
payers: a, state could not be cauposed entirely of nen withe 
out mcans, any more then it could be composed entirely of 
Slaves, But we must add that if wealth and free birch are 
necessary elements, the temper of justice and a martial me 
bit are also necessary. nese too are elements which must 
be present if mon ore to live together in a state, Ths ono 
difference is that the first two elauonts are necessary to — 
‘the simple existence of z state, aml the last two for its 
good Life," b 


Do you sce here how “realistic" Aristotle is? You can nave 

a society in which virtuous men, properly understood, and wise 
nen, ore nob there, Lut you cannot have a sociesy without free. 
men and nen of some property and So cu, so that -o yes, Now then 

stotle, in the sequel, takes up the discussion and states the 
case for each of the three. we cannot <= we do nos have to ree 
peat that because we have reralisis of it before, Let us tim 
toward the end of 12832, wheres there begins a new point. If all 
wore in one citys I mean the good and the rich and the men of 
noble birth, Yes,the beginning of 1283bo 


Leb us suppose these rival claimants <= for example, the 

goed, the weclthy ond uelleborn, ond some sort of general 

body of citizens v- all living tcpether in & single siatso 

Will thoy fal2 to disputing wich of then is to povern, cr 

will they agrea? This issue is not a matter of dispute in 

ony of the constitutions mentioned in our previous classie 

fication. These constitutions differ in virtue of diticre 

emt gropa veing sovercigns one of then is distinguished 

by sovereisgnuy being vested in the wealthy: dnotker by its 

being vested in the geod; and so with each of the reso 

zut the guesiiicn ve are discussing is different. To isa 

question of determinine who is to govem vicn the claims 

of different groups are simulbanccusly present, BSupposc, 

for example, that the good are exceedingly few in mmbvers" 

low let us stop here for one menent. low what dcos Aristctlis 
nean? In every actual society the question is sstiJed vbo reve 
errs: what is the ruling group or the combination of raling groups 
so therefore in any (iven society that is no aueshicne Bub wo — 
=a people like Aristotle -e must opon it. Why? But that is a 
theoretical question, The thcoretinel question, we can say, is 
thet which is not necessarily raised by the actuzl politicion 
and iegisiacer, out which is necessarily raised by the tcacher 
of iegislators because the toocher of lovislators is not Limited 
to tbe conciticons sxistine nere or th O 22i nos22542 cone 


1 ticns - he wisi te open to all possi nüiuono. TNO Site 


e^ " Sang ely Aw ot eMe a 1 WS meds b ur. a 
taulon thich Aristotle doscribas exists. of cmx, pobonbislly 
2 O i Lj 


everywhere, bus it boocunes ectual only in slbustilons approaching 


-— 


civil war, There you. have an established regime which is called 
;$nto question and therefore the question which Aristotle roicos 
-> ds fundamentally the hottest I'm aware of, because 1% is evorye 
Ji whore a regime is settled,’ 2 constitution is establishnod. Dut 


the theoretical question never can take the constitution for gron- 


‘ted and mst go back behind ite How let us go Ono 


"Suppose, for excnpie, that the cod aro exceedingly few 

in number: how are we to settle their clain? Must we only 
heve regard to the fact that they are few for the function 
they have to discharges and must we therefore inquire whe= | 
ther they vill be avle to aonate a stase, or numerous enougn 
to compose one?" 


You see here already the thing which you know anyway. Rule 
of the virtuous, at first glance the only reasonable propositions 
is a problem. It is not a yroblem in the arts or sclenctcS, bee 
cause there it is clear that those good at the job are to be pre» 
ferred regardless of any other consideration, but not in the polis. 
Now why is this so? We can perhaps. put here the main reasons boe 
yether, Why is =- starting fron tne ordinary facts of life, why 
is the claim based on virbue or knowledge, rather, not the only 
politically relevant clzin, whereas the clain to be a physician 
or c shosusier always presupposes somthing herec? 


no e . power considerationse o e o The sood have the power 
of knowledges the many have the power of numbers," 


Yes, but that is linked up with something cise and one should 
perhaps put it on the prover basis, For the arts and sciences 
exveriise is required. wo expertise is required for being a oie 
tigen: musber one, and therefore this oth.r consideration cotas 
in, Dut tnere is something clss to which Aristotle refers lster 
in this book, and what is the difference - let us take a physie 
cian, A physicien is also your ruler íin a way. He telis youto 
do this or to do that, but of course you are free to comply with 
his advice or not. You are free to do it perhaps at the peril 
of your lite but that is your business, Still, in the momo 
you have the feeling that the physician docs this because he pets 
monsy fron a drug firm, fraa o drug wanufacturer, cit, So, in 
other words, you assume that the physician's self-interest is 
perfectly taken care of by his gesting an honorarium, a fixed 
honorarium for giving you the best advice. Therefore you trust 
hin, But if there were any danger of his having sone ulterior 
motive going bsyoud the honorerim: you would not trust him, Uog 
dct us apply this to the political natters, The covermment has 
g such broader solere than any exerb bag, dsaith and lifo are 
dnportsnt things, bub still that as not the whole of our intere 
ess, Tho povertzwno someka has sur whole fate in its hands: 


the sovereign: and cecondiy, ani that is an equally inportent 


x ws aman. eao We 
* A 4 em. = 2 ees "n oi TT ma ole + tam o H oe orm ner 
as in the caca of the physicien., Eou muss nob think in terms 


i ^w. Gite 


of goverment officials including the President of the Unit 
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. AS ate s Mu ^ e et el eS om. uterino wile 
considersiicon, there is no aucsthen of a lixlood Scodfelagocrcoo 
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States, You must really sea or the Puis body, ‘whoever. they 
: lP-inberes sted in a way going mugh - 
beyond tne E: erest of c honest phys That is tie 
reason wl one cannos leave ii at the considsration of the rule 
[7 virtuous3 and seco ie point whica you brought up 
Tigntly: tho importance of mre force, lo expert as — can 
apply force and tho govermont, by definition, can apply force. 
low let us turn a little bit at the end in 1203b, towards the 
ende 


(Change of tapes tape resumes meets readin of paragraph 10g 
page 13h). 


Ooo o collectively if not individually <ua fron bein: bete 
ter, or richer, than the Few, This last reflection enables 
.. us to take another step, and to meet a difficulty which is 
sonetines raised and discussed. The difficulty is this, 
Suppose that thc Hany are actually better, taken as a whole, 
than the Few? what. in thet case, is the proper policy for 
a levriver who wishes to enact rigè Jass to the best of 
his poser? Should he direct his legisisticn to the beni 


.- - Of the better sorb, or shouid Le direct it tothat of ths 


majority? We may reply that what is ‘right? should be une 
derstocd as what is "equally right’; and waat is ‘equally 
right? is what is for the benefit of the whole state and 
for the common goed of its citizens. CGivizens, in the cane 
mon sense cf that tera, are all who Share in the civic life 

|. of ruling and being ruled in turn. In the particular sense 
of the term, they very from constitution to constitwolons 
and under an idéal constitution they must be those who are 
able and willing to rule and be ruled with a view to abtaine 
ing a way of life according to goodness, 


Hox let us stop hores, isl, he doesn!i say, of course, ideal, 
but the best resins, dub that I have gaid before. Now the care 
rect == the ricst, as he says; the correct would be a bettar transe 
lation «- is the caua, That is ~- tne politically correct is | 
the pet. meanine that. which refers tothe sdvunt2se of all cie 
hat‘s trivia, but because of its triviality is not 
enlightening b:cause who is a citizen? The citizen is relativo 
to tho regime and therefore ve ard e- we are “here we wers againoe 
And in the bess regime only tre good man world bo a citiscn, 

We are back vore ve Kere. What is the meaning of this back and 
forth movement? Now Aristotis «= yes?  BSsioro we go on, chest 
was ths difficulty waich botzered you lest time in your paps 
Me, Herste Ecu uculd you ace E Zor this? a ab us not forest 
WhSTe Wa Nera, Wo Bad a Giccuzcica of all tacce things beioro 
culminating in a qualified dmmeceracy, Tron on “entirely new bee 
guzning Whero scicnes coms in ond ths Stcarce din that science 
and aris are wholiy == the qualifications of the msn oa BOL AELA 
exc cf the ars axe “wholly TINO UO amy polisicaily rei 
sideration Jike cree born or slave, ric ich Or poor and 80 on and 
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so On, And now we cone back to the old aristocratic argument. 
. What is it all about? Wel, Aristohle is leading up to a no 
suggestion and he reminds us again ond again of one basic contide 
‘erations the evidence of the aristocratic ent that the best 
" men should ruiz ə weakness of Ghat orgumoro,. We have to 
keep this constantly in wind if ws want to understand that, Hew 
hall if wo follow the evidencs ofthe aristocratic argument what hep- 
i r pens? The immediate sequel, . | 
d 


"If there is one person So proseninontly superior in goode 
ness that there can be no ecuparison between the gocdness 
and polities] capacity which ho shows and what 18 shoun by 
the rest, such a persons or such persons, con no ionger be 
treated as part of a state, Being so greatly superior to 
others in goodness and political capacity, they willsuter 
injustice if they are treated as uorthy only of an equal 
shares for a person of bhis order muy very yell be like a 
god ancny men, Ihis being the case, it is clear that low 
generally is necessarily limited to those who are equal in 
birth and capacity." l 


ch 


is entitled to ruls then if ons virtuous man or a few virtucus 
nen are endowed with political power <= otherwise thsy are of 
no heip ee and are in both respects Superior to ali others they 
are no logor perts of th: polis, which neans they cen no longer 
be regarded as subject to the whole, The imlications the polis 
seems to stand or foll by a cartain equality or weciosmliy, Yess 
|CUDEe'S a fact. But io alse tonds toward excelooroo and that is 
a preat prooice =- how to reconcile the tuo thincs. I don't know 
ubother you have read Hr, Jafia?s boot, ihrcy Vo darfa’s boos. 


4 > Oe asm | c te e 13 Y 1*2 bod Y um od m se os 4,72 42 «e» 
The Grisis of She House Navid. There he preganks this issue 


tns ^ £22 S >, TIS Y T Aann: A me bh a me ome Led a at 
: pomas 2X valeh Lincoln sessed this the famines in a done 


ocracy, Wong nommsdicers mon, Theat coas up ali the tine, 
and yet there is a certain difficulty in that. ‘Tey are so big 
that the roof =~ that they doni Pind vlace within the reek, 
Now Aristotle cevelonsd this polni with perfecs Sranimess and 
gaza from this an atrocious measure becomes inzelllg bia, 2 nsa» 
sure foniliar bo Athens especiallys the ostreeimen, You kacu what 
the ostraciem tags: the bunicnueno of a cltisea, mab based, neeese 
I; Sarily on a criu2: ib could be based on the feeb thot he wes dise 
rh tarzíüng by his cucslienes civic oquadlvy,. The uschanioa cen very 
well bs this: thas he becomes so ponulor that this peputeriby 
veces a greater politdeal mover than the denosratic ueckhentens, 
That can happen, and therefors Aristotle cava = unlio ke dzolores 
that ina voy, but it is ecrsisters of the Athoninn domcerom 
to use this seccincly so unjust msasure that 25 omels iis bosb 
nen ceccause by tuair vory 60202958 they endavgor he recinge 
Now Jet us burz to 120lb7 <- the problem is universe] and asplics 
to all regirese i 


{a4 
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/ ý i l D ut. ws) - UA 
"Tho difficulty which we are discussing is ono which is caue 
rion to all fores of vovermient, the right as vell as the 
wrongs ond if wrong or perverted forhs adopt this polisy 
of levollin:; with a view to their om particular interest, 
8q: the sme is also true of forms which look to the 
common good, ‘This rule of proportion may also be observed 
án tis arts and sciences gonerallyo" 


Yess: in the other arts and sciences, You sce he cases back 
to that theme constantly in this book. That i5, we must enlar[e 
our view and consider not merely the political things bui also 


non-political or trans=political things in order to understand 
better ihe poli ical thins. Yes? Go Ono | 


"A painter would not permit a foot which exceeded the bcunds 
of symmotry, however beautiful it might be, to appear in 

a figure on his canvas. A shimmight would not tolerate 

a stern, or any other part of a ship, which was out of proe 
portion, A cholirmaster would not admit to a choir a singer 
with a sreeter compass and a finer voice than any of the 
other memkers. In view of this gencral rule, a policy of 
levelling need not prevent a. monarch who practises it fron 
being in karuory with his state -e provided that his governe 
nent is otherwise beneficial; and thus the argument in favour 
of ostracism possesses a kind of political justice in relap — 
tion to any of the recognized forms of pre-eminence," 


iow lot us stop here, So bikere is something rational in > 
this seeming irrationality of insisting on a nediocrity uhich 
doesn’t work but the better solutim, Aristotle says, in ths ine 
mediate seavel., would of caures be to give the fovermens to such 
an oubstandinge men and to make hin the sole ruler in the city. 
If he surpasses all bis fellow citizeng as a God surpasses nen 
he should be treated ag a God, This is the transition to ths 
discussion of kingship in the sequel, So kingship conss in here 


via the question of the nen of supreme excellence and the auego 
tion of supreme excellence canes in in the context of the ecasie- 
deration of the arts and sciencss. 1 take this to mean =- this 

| Stotle!s way of dizoussins the problem of the phiiosopuere 
io there is no ohilcscohoreking in Aristotle, but thora is 
a kind of political reflection of the philosepkerekings the man 
of supreme political inteliipence and supreme political virtus. 
Is this not a case which must be taken into consideration? Are 
istotlo?"s eilence about the phitescohers is very important. Ths 
philosophers ee that vhilcsephy is transepolitical is absolut 
essential frair Aristotis’s point cf view and that perhaps the 
most Liwortant information, nopatave information, th. Politics 
coutains: that philos is trans-political, Philosoony is orange 
political, funcsnente or the Plistonic reasons, but fires Mro 
Herst had & pak: Do l 


y dna 
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(Inaudivle question). | 


>y 


Yes, that he says here, Well, the qualifications to that . ° — 
will coc later in tie discussion of kinsship, but that is «= pe 
Aristotle goes -= I wean Aristotle is not, ha 81211 I Bay, a 
[BScuool-uaster wiere every sentence is suscep'dble of being quoe 
ted out of the context. Thot?s a movement of thought where you 
cannot arbitarily stop. . You have to follow the whole tiring and 
he is not afraid of arriving ot very paradoxical conclusions withe 


jan the process of thought. ilou here, then, there begins a polie 


tical discussion =» the discussion of kingship and that is the 
only discussion of kincship we nave in the book because later on, 
in Book V, ho discusses tic destruction and preservation of all 
regines and therefore, clso of Kinyship. Jut in the other books: 
in Books IV, VI, VII and VIII — tacy arc strictly republican 
far the reason I have viven befare.. There is only onc point here 
whieh we should mention, near the beginning of the discussion 

of *ineship. That is probably the nest chapters 


"It will ocrhaps ve Velle a o o" 


You sec.the undoiiautic tone of Aristotle: perhaps it will 


- be well. We could also proceed differently and of course Arise 


totis doesn’t toss coins. He has his reasons, out it-is not hard 
ani fast. Yes? | 


fo o » tO make a transition, and to proceed to consider king» 
ship. Governient by a king is, in cur view, one of the right 
constitutions. The question we haye to consider is whether 
this form of government is expedicnt for states or territore 
ies which ore to be properly vovermeds e o o? 


Let us stop here. For a city or a country, That is given 
in tic first idea regarding kinship. Do you see the point? 
Clty or country, Really a modieun of ordinary historical knew- 
ledge is sufficient to answer that questicn. Well, why don't 
you Speak up =- thoes who =- 


SKincs rule over vast tracts," 


wnat, but it a vary short tine ago that lí was still a 
very hot issue, Do you remember that? Fræ American discussions? 
Pardon? R 
That was the whole point about America, wasn’t it? Whether 
Such a large country could ce republicano" 


The Federalist Pacers still discuss it =- discuss the quese 
tion. Can à irere territory ke a republic. the first time that 
you had a republic which was not e so-called city-state was tnis 
Coursry bscausa you can’t count cue few yeere Or the Franch ise - 
Yolinwion where france wes a republic — you meow =» oecauso that 


B 
failed, The American experiente which remzined an experinent 


at 1oast until Lincoln?9 time 2s Lincoln knew very well, imer- 
ica cave the first proof that there can be a largo state vruch 


{ is republican, Dut if it is true that the polis is the highest 


fora of political or social or ation as Aristotle maintains 
this implies pady a certain question mark regarding kin: 
ou nd another argument laver, What's your difiicu ity? 


eIn which sense is the polis a republic?” 

A fundanentally urban society, which of course -e 
"youle using it as a kind of city =- " 

Yes, sure it's a city. 

" — only not a state at ali, but simply a city," 


That's very importont. Otherwise this is a village society, 
You can have such a tribe living in villaves and forming & podie 
tical unity, That existed in Western Greece, Aristotle cives 
some examples. That's not a polis, properly spesking. Peovls ` 
mst Jive an urban life, uhich doesn't mean that all citizens 
must be city=dwellers, They must have their land — you know 
tho peasants or furrers, however you call them, and they are aie 
tizens, but the center and the part which sets the tone to the 
whols association is the cit That is clear. That is essential 


for Aristotle, Yes, but is there any other point reyardin this? 
Yos? 


"Is Aristotle saying here, or is he inplying, t that a city 
should be republican am a SEES should be a kingship 
or is he << 4 


That he docs not develop but I think he would say there is 
a natural tonmency of the larger territory to be monarchicaliy 
ruled and of the smaller Society, which is surveyable = that’s 
a word which he used «= which is well survevebis. In otber words, 
uücre tiere is - the details would be roughly this, You can 
have freedai o if there is 2 axi 
trust, in order to be we ounoed, must be based on acquaintance 
arc eque ntance requires livinz toyether. You do not have to 

43 I stated on a forner occasion, every other fellow citie 

zen but it is cnough that you live tozether with people who live 
to pice With these other people and so there is this comunity. 
And you can casily recognize the problens of our very larre So» 
cietics anl especially cur very lare? netropolitan areas in these 
reflections, You Know: we see now the difficulty, lie try to 
pet this degree of familinrity by TV, for example, where you see 
the Presidential candidats wien you are not Like y to heave seen 
in earlicr times, The question is, is TV acouaimnance, true 


acquaintance? 


SED a 0097, o e. GH pay be that uodern large-scale democracy itself 

iod ed the protien of genius in a way that sall democracy couildn!t. 
See It seems to uo that precisely because you're acquainted with 

| the nan$s overbearing virtue that you can't tolerate his 

presence aud you ostrocise Him -e it seeus in cur society 

that tuere nay be a tendency to eloct him to kingship, which 

is essentially, in a way, that: our Presidency is and thus 

vive hin a place which is possible only because it was just 

pointed out — only lerce societies can inve kins." 


Yes, but I Ward sa»thing about a two tern lagu, you know, 
Lo) to prevent the development of Kinship aai there are sone ether 
|; ^ reasons Which I think would sake monarchy impossible. You see 
ingship that nonareies cannot so easily be established; they nced also 
saw other poravhernaliia, sonething like a hereditary nobility 
ew Sethi on forbidden by the United States Constitution, 
and SO ons 


Well, I was ieee C" I think metaphorically that ==- 

in a larer scoieuy where you don?t have to communicate with 
these people and be overwhc ined by then you can cive then 
nore easily roles to play than you can in a smaller =e " 


Yes, weil these are reflocticns which are parzly developed, 


: + as you «NOW, in The federalist Ponerse ihe Federalist Papers | 
| are on argument on a republicen basis against the older repub 
at can theery. They try to coc) on tne republican basis that a cour 


try of the size of the thirtsen colonies can be a republic, and 
therefore ati tae other considerations which cane in. You Xnow 
tere Was a wery preat probime in recollection, in crude his. 
torical recollect Llon,. it Icokad this way: the monarchies had suce 
ceeded in pacitying very lzree territories and without civil wer 
to speak of, Think of Franco, priar to the French Revolution, 
and sax other excmples of this kind ani so on, But what about 
tac republics, thc cityestatos ef antiquity? The nost glorious 
of thene Athens; constant political unrest, change of recites, 
cnd what newe you, And even in Kane, te terrible tides betwesn 
the patricians and Plsbians, You unlerstand that. And tücrefore 
one arguens of .ndilson, as you know, is this: that precisely 
by the lorpgeress you avoid certain creat inconveniences coming 
fron closensss and nearness. Yoa Stra the violent dissone 
)—. gions within a xalil cacuunity tr; seving a large society in which 
thay are camosliad out by other violent dissensions which nre 
local, so mone of them taker on rational or federal character, 
cw the kinis of kincshin =» Aristotle distismizbes five of them 
of which I exumerate, Cne is of no very preat interes: that 
is not hardly more than hereditary amd perpetual peneraishio, 
That's ES sesh’ ting. Then you have amag the barbarians 
a kiugshio emich is despotic ar smrenmical mules but eccording 
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to Jaw and hereditary, —' there. isa traditional ibas 
aw uhich the kin; cannot infringë upon. The third among toe. 
ancient Greeks, which is in effect as Aristotle says elective p 
tyranny, io5o thc ruler has a perfect discretion but he is elece — 
ted. So he is — whereas the official definition is, as we shall 
see, rule without lors and over unwilling suajects, here you have 

a tyranny which is rule without laws but over willin; subiccts. 
that runs counter to the Jonc Austinian definition whieh Aristotle 
cAves uhero — you know what I mean by Jane Austin, And fourth, 
tno kingship of the heroic types, where the kings ware venoface 
tors of the multitudes or lcaders in war and founders, whatever 
there may be -= therefore, that were nen of excellence, The Spare 
tan kingship is only au relic of that. After the kings were stripped 
of these many privileges they remained only cenerals and sanething 
like priests. And then finally, the overall kingship, pambaslleia, 
with which Aristotle alone is concerned, Only this universal 
kinship is, fro Aristotle's point of view, worthy of serious 
consideration, Now in this context the question arises, what is 
best: the rule of the best nen or rule ys the best laws? let 

us turn to 32B6a o 


"Our inquiry wild naturally start fra: the general problem, 
SIs i. riore expedicnt to ve ruled by the onc best nan, or 
by the best laus?!” 


We cannot go into the details, Yes, always you can decide 
~» read tic next pointe 


"Those who nold that kin ship is expedient argue that law 
can only lay dom <eneral rules; it cannot issue cormands | 
to deal with various different conjuncturess and the rule 
of th. letter of lew is therefore a folly in any and every 
art. In Ecynt it is pernissible for doctora to alter the 
Tules of treatment after the first four days, thouch a doo» 
tor wno alters them earlier does so at his own risk. If 

we folics this line, it is clear that a constitutica Lassd 
on the letter and rules of law is not the best constitution, 
in tae Sane way and for tie sone reason," 


Now Jet us stop here for one monent, You see the analogy 
of the arts, or of the sciences, would decide in favor of the 
rule of a man — of personal rule, Yeu see how this whole thing 
goes through, Arts and sciences — that is souehow linked up 
with the issuc of full monerchy this ways the most knowing man 
Should rule, ises he should not be hampered by anything, The 
thought is perfsctiy reasonable. A wise mon limited by lawss 
that means you linit wisdem, but wisdaa can only be Limited by 
nonevisdea so if you want Lo d wisdcn the absolute rule of 
the wise non would, of course, be preferable, Let us turn to 
i286b, almost immediately after the beginning, where he first 
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Says that many wili make a revolt =e might make a revolt. 


fAnother objection may, however, bo urged == that 2 body 
of nen will be subject to fuction, frai which the one man 
will be free, It is perhaps an answer to this objcction 
that the body nay be of ood character equally with the one 
nan, If we call by the naw of aristocracy a goverment 
vested in a mmber of persons wha are all ood men, and by 
the name of kingship a goverment vested in a Single porBon, 
we may say that aristocracy is better for states than kinge 
ship — provided only that a body of nen who are all equally 
good can be actually found, Perhaps tho reason why kingühip 
vas formerly common uas because it uas rare to find a nune 
ber of ren of outstondinr goodness =- all the more as states 
were tien thinly populated, A further reason why kings were 
appointed was that they were benefactors ==- which it is the 
duty of all (ood wen to be, Later there arose a mmber of 
persons of equal goodness; ard they, refusing to tolerate 
the rule of a single person, desired to have souetüin: they 
could share in commong and so established a constitution, 
Later still, they deteriorated =- " 


The constitution neans here one special recime which is called 
polity. You know: the rule of Hoplites, I explained this last 
tine: a democracy with a property qualification, 


"Later still, they deteriorated in character: they enriched 
thenselves fron the public property; and it is to sonc such | 
origin =- the honcur in which wealth now began to ve held 

we that we nay reasonsbly ascribe the rise of oligarchy. 

At a Still later sta:e, tiere was a chanve fron olicarchies 
to tyrannies, and then from tyrannies to democracy, The 
reason was that the rembers of tho goverment, greedy for 
the gains which office conferred, limited it to a nzrrcwer 
and narrower circle; axl by thia policy they strengthened 
the iasses until they rose in rebellion ard established deme 
ocracies. Nowadays, when states have become still larger, 

we nay almost say that it is hardly even possible for any 
other foni of constitution to cxist," 


Except denocracy,. Well, this historical survey is, first 
of all, in gemoral agreenent with what actually happenod in Greece. 
You know? The tyrante cawe; in Athens for exanple, in betwoen 
the rule of the old families and the emerging of demccracy, but 
that is not our point here, “he crucial point is first this: 
kingship oelonzs to the oiden times, nen a man of very = when 
this situation was not tco rares: to Pind a sincle man of outastonde 
ing qualitics, but with tho development of civilization thet bee 
cane the exccpiion,. There were always a plurality of «— I mean, 
more than ome = and thexsfore kingship lost its sis, Today 
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it is so that deuocracy is ~=- Arisiotlo — today, meaning in his 
day — democracy is alnost inevitable, Aristotle knows that; 


..-Q you seo he's not — he is cpen to the facts, but ho does not =e 


.COEVDUX he refuses to ride on tie’ wave of the future. The fact that deme 
^.^ | oerocy Wao vigtorious does not prove to him that democracy is 

, beste For :inQ4 the proper medium for a city is an aristocracyo 

| And he mak:3 nore quite clear tha’. an aristocracy is also, in 


à Way, Olc-fashioned, He says so, Now that lcads to =e so in 
other words the zood political period, the period nore favorable 
to the best political arrancements, was in the past, and uhat 
does this mean? Does Aristotle have a reactionary, retrograde, 
however you call it, philosophy of history? What about thc lite 


of the mind? Because a resi reactionary would say also the thought 


oc] 


of the past was superior to the thought of the present. What 
does Aristotle ihink about the thought or the highest thought 
of tho present and the past? Well? Yes? 


(Inaudible response). 


Yes, that is trus, It's perfectly true, but we con state 
it more simply, What is tne peak of philesophy according to Are 
istotls? (Inaudible resten), Very good, So, in other words, ~ 
the present, So you have, then, this relations the peak of tis 
polis does not coincide with the peak of thought, There is no 
simple harmony between political life and intellectual life, 
Yes? 


(Inaudible question), 


No, be has no occasion. You see here he addresses primare 
ily genticmen, men willing and able far political activity inclus 
ding that of legislators, lc dees not primarily address philose 
cphers. That's a prasticel took in spite of the fact tast it 
also addresses philosopbers, but not them primari)y, The clsar- 
est statsnent as to this point which Mr, Steintrager brought cut 
is the first book of the Hctophvsics where you have a survey of 
all earlier thouzht and wrica is. on the whole, a history of pro 
grees fron tho prinitive and crude beginnin:s prior such a nan 
as Plato to Aristotis. So. but to come back to the points the 
peak of the polis is not identical with thc peak of thought. 
That is tue sane problem we have discussed in other forms today 
and sanctime before: the Jey governing the political and social 
arrangements is nov the Ilaw governing the intellectual life of 
maao The alternative -e in order to wxlerstand that we have to 
consider the alternative. The alternative is that they are Strictly 
parallel, so that intellectuil progress is as such social srocress 
and vice versa, That is a famcus dectring of the ssvemeenth, 
eightesnth century and still cf same power in our own ase. Tint 
Was now the older vies. Thore were pecple who believed that, 
as our friend Hippodamus, you remember, in the second book, who 
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had such o notion, but apparently only implicit?^ys: that laws as 


well as arts are equally progressive and ought to be proressive. 
That was not the view of the classical philosophers, The whole 


> motüon that reason, science, enlightement is a very important 
“Sf not the most immortant social bond, was wholly alien to the 


classics, It became very powerful in the seventicenth and eighteenth 


. century, where the notion of enlightened self-interest was dovel- 


oped frau <= beginning fron such people as iloobes and Locke and 
culminating, in a way, in utilitarianism and where there was ime 


plied of course there is a perfect harmony between society and 


enlightement, between society amd science and phiiosopay. And 
in our presents society this is no longer explicitly stated, very 
frequently at lcast, but it is tacitly presupposed. The enpha= 
sis may be nare today on technolory than on ecisnce or philosos 
phy but since techrology is Bo obviously dependent on noíence 
it amounts to the sane thins. What is the time? I vill mention 
only one poirt and let us lcok at the end of Book TT. 


‘These issues determined, we must next attennt to treat of 
the best fern of constitution, asking ourselves, Under what 
conditions does it tend to arise, and how can it be estabe 
lished?* In order to make a proper inguiry into tnis sub-. 
ject it is necessary /to begin by determining the nature 


= 


of the most desirable mode of lifes 


Yes, now this last semtence of Pook ITI is identical with 
the begining of Book VII and thus it has led to oll kinds of 
speculations and people havs even changed the argar of the books, 
Barker has pressrved the traditional order, the nasuzerint order. 
And so people have made Bocis VII and VIII, Books IY and V regpec~ 
tively and so on, Now what happened was apparently thiss I do 
not believe that it is dus to <= that it is due to an accident 
enolreiyo. I trink Aristotle planned it that way. He nad first 
had the discussion of all reginas, in gemerai, Then we have a 
discussion e£ lam gehip and e vory bréckl dicousedou of € Lovin Jp 
which we have not read. Then we coms — four regínos remaing 


polity, deuceracy, oligarchy and tyran. So Aristotio goes on 


t 


| 


t 
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in Book IV irto these other regimes, up to Book Vi, In Books 
VIL and VIII he gives the details of the best regines waich is 
we which you nay call an aristocracy, you nay cali a volity. 
That is a most estion, fut this could also follow here, It 
is really possibile to go on fran here directly, but that Arise 
toble took this round about way about the less satisfactory ree 
gimes is, of course, not entirely an accident because we learn 
something by looking at tuse superior regimes of how to establish 
the test possibile regime as Aristotle saw it, and that is not 

a kingship, but a republic and a republic whica is =e which you 
may call either sn aristocracy or a polity. It would te better, 


|. i think, to call i$ an arisiccracy, Now in this last part of 


E 


o Jook III uhich we .oven't read «cre is onc thought which I think 

. "^X. should point out. Aristotle describes first kingship and then 
c2 1 aristocracy and taen also a regise which =~ well, let us leave 

ITA dt ab thats kinsgship ond nristocracy,. Ami the he raises a qucse 
EN tion, under whet conditions is z iincship possible, under what 

conditions is an aristocracy possivle, and that leads to be broader 
cuestion, under what condition is any of the cesirable recgines 
: possible. What was your point? 


"I was going to say that tne way the translation is in this ^ ' 
last sentence we just recd — he asks under wat conditions 
does it tend to arise, almost as though the conditions theme 
selves brin; it about and man’s action is merely to estav- 
dish then," 


Now let ac see. To which passage =~ did you nean the pase 
sare which we just read? Yes — tend is not ¿oode Under what 
condition ~- I will now first give a literal translation which | 
Seems to confirm what you £ay, in what way it cones into being 
by natures would oe a very litcral translation, but what does 
Aristotle nean by thet in tbe licht of the context? What are 
the conditions under which it is by == naturally iit to arise? 
Me doesn?t nean that it will necessarily arise. That would 

e Lacu of these reines has 
epecific condition. A nultitude of this kind is fit for kingly 
rule, A monarchy (sis) of that. kind is fit for aristocratic rule 
and a tultitude of that kind is fit for present day constitutional 
rule. We use the usual bad translation. So there is no resin 
Which is universally possis., ivery revise presupposes specific 
conditions and therefore wnat is simply best is by no ncans every= 
where and always possiole, hat is absolutely crucial for Aris- 
totlo. ‘here is not ~» in othcr words, sonething may ve intrine 

^^BSically best and absolutely imocsasible in the circumstances, 
In order to understand tuat we nave to look forward to certain 
modern doctrines, Take, for €x-cuple, Thouas Paine, who really. 
elaborates sonething suppested by Lousseau at this point. What 
does Paine say? There is only one regime which is decent, let 
me say, and this svf course must bo souenow established soonsr 
Qr later everyehers, But it vouid be safer to put e discuss. 
Paire's thought as fe..lows: there is only one reginae which is 
degitinate, All others are illerpitinate, despotic, or what have 
you, and that one legitimate rezime is therefore universally nece 
essary, That doesn't exist in Aristotle. For Aristotle it is 
essential that there is a variety of regimes fit for different 
places and for diffcrent types, This notion of the lezitinate 
regime which is vniiversally Jecitamate is a conssquercs of the 
natural law dcctrinss of the soventeenth and eichteerth centurs 
ies which, one can say, transform the Thanistic natural lay doce 
trins into a political natural ico doctrine and claim tie sans 
unchangeability for the political natural lm which Themas Acquinas 
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bud claimed for the non=noli tical natural law and one mst emphae 
size this point because inthe literature you frequently find 


s »wjoction of earlicr political philosophy on this ground: tnat 
< earlier political thought tried vo find solutions valid for all 


&inos ani places. These people renenbered only people like, to 
eme extent, Hobbes, Rousseau snd Paine and simply had no kmowe 
Aodre of what political phitosoohy or political science neant 
erijinally, where no such =~ one can express Aristotle's thought 
as follows, There is one and only one recine unich is intrinsice 
lly the best, vut this is not nessible aluays and everywhere 
and since, in order to be legitizate, a regine must be possible 
the best regia cannot bo leygitinate everywneres. Tho legitimate 
wegine is sonethiny very different from tho best regine, Legiti- 
macy in viuis sense is necessarily variable, Natural right is 
chon cable and yet bestness, if I may say so, is unchanzeable. 
ahzaan perfection has always the save neaning regardicss of whee 
ther men are or can be aluays aware of it, They nay not be abie 
to be aware of it because of very vad «= very harsh iife which 
they have to lead and where they camot think much beyond the 
i-mediate necessities of life, That is trus, That exists, That 
Goes not affect tno fact that the best wman life, the perfection 
ef human life, is intrinsically the same. always. Dut the same 
Xs not true of the regime «= of legitimacy, because what is not 
possible cannot possibly be legitinate, and yet it can neverthe= 
Apess remain the best in the light of which you can diagnose the 
defects of the socicty in which you live and yet see there is 

mo possibility of a radical charge in that direction, Yes? 


(Inaudible cuestion). 


Jecause the nodern social selentists deny that there is ons 
moturally best, ‘the modern social scientists deny any natural 
kbkierarehnys.any,. They admit conventional hierarchies which aro 
apparent sveryuhere. Jub they deny that there is an order of 
<a Well, you know that. I mean. that is not limited to the social 
scientists in the narrower sense but in Dewey, John Dewey ce the 
Bane view, ‘there ave n mman activities and even n kinds cf hue 
man activities, one ccn claim to be intrinsically simcricr to 
the others. Haven't you heard of that view? That!s the opposite 
of what Aristotle says, For Aristotle there is an arder of the 
Euman activities, The activities which require only <= or almost 
enily - the bocy and the activity of the body are by nature ine 
ferior to these which are activities of the mind and there is 
even a hierarchy mong then. o o o In other wards, when you use 
this schematic distinction which is so unsnlightening == absolue 
figu; relativisn e Aristotle is neither a relativist in this 
sense ror an absolutist as the rciastivists undarstand absolutisn, 
But if ons is not afraid of bad vorda I would say Aristotle iz 
ef camrse an absalutist in that sense, He is only a qualified 
absolutist; qualified by coman sonso.» Se we have then indeed 


il 


3 


up 
we 


2 


the whole neeting for the rest of the third book and next ` 


will have a paper — two'papers on the fourta bock, You . 


.the paper, There will be no problem next time, And the: 


ito 


er centisman, you are Hre what? Lander, But Mr, Gray will 


Good, 


IP . 


Aristotle's Politics: lecture 9, April 26, 1960  - 


e. 


E Š e « » you did not express 2b any point a dissatisfaction with 
Aristotle on either theoretical or political prounds. 


"I exprossed one dissatisfaction, I thinks the relationship 
between laws and regimes. o o o 


But that was nob -a that's true; I made a note of that points 
But that I didn?t regard as a criticis: and I don’t cncourare 
ee I don?t wish to encourage dissatisfaction, excepi thet i$ is 
inevitable, cven if Aristotle is 1005 right that there are dife 
figuities wiioh would vresent themselves most Sinply in the form 
of objections. He says somethings ne doesn't pive a reasono 
Why? - Thet's on objections This point which you make I took noe- 
tice of, but Aristotle uus disposed of this objection already. 
We have not discussed it in class, I believe, but some of you 
nay remember, Vo you runember a case where Aristotle spoke of 
aeicthing which is a legal question and not/a political Question, 
nearing by that. it is a nigh which is neutral to the differs 
' ence of rois. Yes - ir, kerst? 


"When 3 ne referred to the Spartan kingship e» 
Exactly. Can you -n 2 


"It was when he discussed nonmarchy by diacussing tho oxtreness 
the Spartan kinesin, which was a kind of hersditary pgonernle — 
ship, and the absoluts monercigy. And hs said that we cowld . 
dismiss the Snartan kincebip primarily heeen usé whether or 
not aman is panne! ordinsri2y is a legal question ard 
AOL. o e fundacental to the regime. Tou have a hereditary 
comander, in other words, in Si sued a," ` 


Tn a demceracy, oligarchy and go on, That is the best exe 
ample indesd, Inak you, So Aristotle knew that: thes thers 
are things which are politically neutral, And it vas also inclied 
‘when he discussea the question of vhother debts cugat to bs paid 
efter the revolution, You Tenecber that? A vovolucioan has isken 
Place and is tke nostererehibionary government under‘an obligae 
tion to pay the debts incurred by the. let us acsumc, tyrannical 
pre-reyolutionary goverment? Aristotle didntt answer thaw quob- 
tion, but ke said it is a egel question, Well. = he zeant 
by it is elso there is a certain neutrality because if the debts 
were incureca in the interest of tne polis as a vole, cov for 
building hozoitaig. then i$ is only Yair that the cliy,. bho poste 
revoluuic: mary goera. pors lor it 22cause that is a Zesbing 
improvement unica ims made possible by that aboni usbie í mom 
bus here he wae accidentally Leneficinl, Jub if he did Z5 an 
order to pay his bodyguard. his secret police, however you cail 
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ib, then no, because then the foreign creditors simply wore then- 
|J ..'"SelvsB crooks by hiding a crook» So here also that is politically 
oco  meubrol. There are certain things which are politically neutral 
DIAC. and Aristotle is of course not biind te it but his noun is tnat 
Bi the ixportánb ond interesting tbóngs are the politically non-neue 
tral things. The, let us say, question of a merely technical 
ar, in particular, the merely econonic character would as such 
not been politically exciting, let me say. And the grost issues 
are always politica] and even on the basis of Narcisn, for exame 
pup, the class struggle is, of course, a political phenomenon | 
ami the revolution is a political phenonenone The things abcut which 
*-— - people ean got excitsd about all kinds of things, even abcut 
Tenine, for example, and surely that can happen under any rogine 
but tho question io how they wiXl take the famine ee depends very 
much on how they conceive of the responsibility of the covermment. 
Trotsky gives this good examples there were hunger strikes in 
Russia, in the big cities especially, in 1927 -- 125, 37 a and 
60 On, But the actual deprivaticoms were much smaller than these 
Which took place in 318, 119 and 120, after tho Bolshevist vice 
tary, Now Jet us take the fects as stated by Trotsky and not 
question them, Why did the farine of 1919 not lead to a revolu- 
tion, whersas the famine of 1917 prepared the revolution? Because 
ef a different attitude of the romlace towards the goverment 
- tovard tue Ozarist yovermicnG on the one hand ond this canbine 
ation of Jolshoviks and Social sovolutionories after the revolue: 
tion, So the political is the euthoritative and it is that where 
pols, in principic, potentioliy, but necessarily disagres. 
( Phe political is essentially coraroversial, Ib doesn’t have to . 
be actually controversial at a given tino but it has this in ite 
self, The derogatory meaning of political: you see, unen sence 
ome says Adamoualy is political or Daley is political — thatis— 
politiccing. Yes, what docs tusi ucan? It's controversial. 
Eè hes also to do uith the quescion of persons, but persons who - 
arg interested in becamine rulers. The derogatory meaning of 
Politics in comesued with the essentially controversia] charase 
ter of political things and that. of course, is also the reason 
Way the political is more excitins, Where all men all agrse all 
the tim, thet is absolutely unexciting. Ib' would be a good thins 
if sawon would sit dom ons day and teke up, say from uressnb 
&zacrican usar, the variety of weamines of polities and nolitical 
and giwoiy Dirst gst a camisetes Tiss and then try to undersia 
the inscr unity and how both ths positivo and the negative judg- 
ment on politics are really b222d on ultinatsly the sane ptonoue 
enon and tu see whether this is in any way different fron what 
fvistatle knew about the subjess. I bsiieve the basic phezoucoon 
is the sama in spite of the tromcndeus differences in 21] extere 
mals, 


There were tuo points. He, Gray, whore I dleapprove of your 
Expressions. lou said, where you sgokes of the various things icm. 
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example, a nan can be at the same time a soldier and 2 former 

and a jurynan and what not.  Dub,-you said, a nan connot be ab 
the same time rich and poor, That is incomeatible, And in this- — 
connection you used the expression logically distinct. Logically ~ 
distinct is, of course, also the juryman frm the soldier, even 

if it is the same person. So that is e= tne word logic is tere 
ribly misused in our tina. Sonsidues people say, this leads to 
the logical conclusion, where they simply nean to the conciusion, 
or do they nean to say, to the necessary conclusion, following 
fron the premise. But that I believe would be clearer to say 

50, necessary than loricaliy, And the otner expression which 

I didn't like was, you said, tie true aristocracy in conüvaedise 
tinotion to the so-called aristceracy is an ideal type What 

did you wean by thas? gut 


"A typo of which there’s no existing forn," - 


Yes, but the word ideal typs is now used as a technical term 
within sceisl science and since ib never existed before ws have 
to comply with usage, You know? Wow what is an ideal type? 

You must know. You are a specialist in social eslence. . 


^ Well, idoal typo is really taken fron Parsons? translation 
of Max Weber, I think." | Lm 


So it is taken frou HMzx Weber and -e 


"And it means well, I suppose in a way it means a kind of 
taxonomic typo. That is, io!s a way of classifying things, 
whether exanples oi these things cr nos, in such a way that 
you're abis to understand the differences in their, sort 
of fundamcntal nature. characters for exomple, the ideal 
type of capitalist scsiety or the ideal type of feudal soe 
ciety. IJt's'a kind of sbsorecoion fran what you think you 
know about parsicular social phancnens." 


And this need myer have existed in this form, AL right; 
ict us fo back, It nears <- tne ideal type is a consixuct, the 
construct of Guc scauntiosc, in order to facilitate studies, Now 
this, of course, foes bzek to =- a construct which doses not claim 
to mirror, to imitate, te repreduce what is, And this is nsturo 
ally nob an invention of Hex Weren, but hes its model in netural 
&cienoo. For exaupie, in optics: the perfectiy black boty, in 
tacoretical cotics, doosn’ exists, bub it is — by using iù you 
can analyse ovbical phenazema, fxd this miil goes beci, in a. 
way, to Gatizso:s famous first experiments and the analysis eca= 
nected with thabe now if ons sustes it raedisally ons can gay 
this == onz will have to sgy buise This kind of idseis cre things 
, Bhich are inecesibis in the mabure of things. They carmo Be 
| bat thoy are morvelousiy aAsingul Lor unusrsbancing what is, You 
sse, Dron Aristocvie’s poins of view that wes. the heisnt of absurde . 
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4% works somehou, at cast in the netural sciences, anl that is . 
the problen which e» is the great problem with which nob ws, pere 
^; hapa, but sane George should deal, George I mean in accordance 

^s with the saying Lei Georre Do It. Sut that is surely the vointe 
So ideal type is a wholly inmaporopriate term in any pre«modern 
things. Yow but <= the word ideal, as I Bay, doesn't exist in 
Pleto or in Aristotle. I believe it was coined «= the adjective 
ideal wes coined in the seventeenth century, if I remembor well, 
in connection with certain speculations about paintings and so 
ideal beauty and so. So it is never used there. Jut the word 
 uhieh Barker ond the others translate by ideal means according 
to wish or prayer, and there is, of course, implied in that it 
is not necessarily actual, Ot:erwise it would not be as such 
tac object of trish ar prayer. This is true but -e wish or prayer 
docs not mean, however, iie wish or prayer of anyone in his 

l bat it means the wish or prayer of a sensible mano 

Ib is essential to the best regime, fron Pluto's and Aristotle's 
point of view, that it is not necessarily actual and that is meant 
by that. But it could bo. Plato and Aristotle vo out of their 
way, for excipio Picto in the Republic, to say you must show the 
possibility. If the possibility is not proven by the fact thas 
your blueprint is free frox contradictions, that is the least 
we thot is only a negative condition. You ruso show it froa the 
mature of things, the nature of man, the nature of civil societys 
that it is possible. So tasse were the only tuo points I have 
to add to your pavor. Les us turn to a discussion of the text. 


Books I, II, III dealt with the highest matters, Books IV 
to VI are the nost technical books of the work, and at tho end 
of tic Politics Books VII und VIII deal again with the highest 
matters, So we have to «= bub Aristotle gives the reason way 
it is nceessary to go into the huudrun affairs of politics and 
now to leave it at these bread and exciting questions hc hes dealt ` 
with hitherto, And he does this first at the begimning where 
- == ict us begin to read -= let's read the beginning of Book 

"there is a rule which applies to all tuc practical arts 

uud 8clences,. o ə o" 2 | : 

Practical is on addition = in all the arts and tre assences, 
Practical is implied by Aristotle vut we must distinguish between 
=- you knou, we mst leave it at what ne says. 


"e e e then they have caw to cover the whole of a subject, 
and ore no longer engeged in investigating it bit by bibo 
Each of them severalls has to consider the different wethocs 
appropriate to the different categories of its subject. 
For inssance, thc art of physical trainin: has to consider 
(1) which type of troiming is appropriabe to which type of 
Puysiquos (2) which is the ideal uype of training e» ia, 
the training best for a physique of the bost endcumeno ord 
the bose equipment (for the ideal type of trainin: must te 
one which is sulsable for such a physiquo)s and (3) which 
is the type of trainin: that can bo gensrolly applied to 


m 


the najority of physiaques — for that too is onc of the probe 
lems to be solved by the art of physical training. Nor is 
this all, (h) There my be mèn who want to have physical 
training, but do not want to attain the standard of skill 
and condition which. is needed for caspetitionss md here 

the trainer and the vyunastiic noster Lave still another duty 
« to impart the degree of capacity which is all that such 
men wanb. that is tru» of the art of physical training is 
obviously no less true of medicine, or of shipbuilding, taile . 
oring, and all the other arts," 


Now let us stop hers, Aristotle begins again =e you renene 
ber, in the third book we had a large numoer of references to 
all the sciences and erts, cithough we nad been warned in Bosk 
II that there is a radical difference between the political things, 
on the one hand, and the arts and seiences, on the other. Here 
Aristotle returns to the arts and sciences and assumes a sinols 
paradle3isa and which must be true to gouc extent. Otherwise 
he wouldn’t do it, And Aristetis takes bis model of political 
science fra: the other arts ari sciences, but it is very charace 
teristic which arts and stiences he takes. He does not take natheo 
ratics or anything of thin idrG, He takes, as Barker brings out 
in his translation by the word practical or productive but as 
Aristotle doesun't say explicitiy, le wants us to find that outo 
He takes the practical arts or sciences, Ncw he says ab the beo 
giming — hs says of those union are comprehensive, which are 
caplets and deal with a whole gsnus ond not merely with a parte 
What he neang is, for example, this: thers could be a man who 
makes only women's shoes or perhaps he mekes only shces for limp» 
ing men. That is possibis. That is not a camilete art because 
the true shoemaker, the perfect sheemaker who imows the art of 
shnosnalsing would deal with all kinds of shees, only what Aristotils 
implies is tnat it is possible, to sais extent, to possess an 
art partiy and partially. But there is saucthing artificial about 
it. It's incawiste, how what then do ve find in these arts? 
For example <= hs takes the examole of tac gymastic trainers 
you could as well take ihs shozaaker,. Which shes is useful for 
which ran, icr which kind of mzn, and whieh is the best shee? 
But what docs this mean => the best snoc? Can there be the best 
Shoes? Arisictic explains, To him tho is by nature best equipped, 
that is to sey, uno is © has the most =-~ the best siza of his 
fest which can have ee ord no defects of any kind, and in addis 
tion is sufficicntiy wealthy to pay for tho best sheas, This 
Would be the best shoe, And then, which is most suitable to most? 
The shoe is reality a bad exemple because of the great advorsitys 
I adni that, but I only want to prevent us -— to linit ourselves 
too nerrewly to the excmole exnlicitly chosen by Avrictoolos, And 
then conso may, hovever, for sam whin ee alshough ke could 
afford the best mymnastiic trainer, let me say ee to have a very 
Special training in a linltod uey, for sone reason or other, 
The gymnastic trainer must bo cble to suvervice and direst bia 
in thes $00, So this is -e the completo master of an art has 


| 
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-blese voriety of activitiss, The samé must os applied to the 
political science, Political esiénce mst have this corresponds . 
ing variety, namely «e whal is the consequence ef that in polia 
tical science =- bui I ask you to kesp this in mind. The model 
for political science is not a theoretical science: mathematics, 
physics or so, but the prectical arts, Crucially importam, Nou 
=s. becouse political science is a practical science and theree 
fore it has its model, to sowo extent, in the other practical 
sciences, Ib cannot have its models in purcly theorctbicol scie 
enss where these distinctions cither don?t acply or are even n$an- 


ingless, Yes? 


"It folicus thet tue study of politics. nich belongs to 
the practical aris aud scicnces/ must be equally corprehene 
Blvo, First, it has to consider which is the best conSoie 
tution, and wiab quaiities a constitution must have to cone 

- ¢@lossst to the ideal uken there are no external factors to 
hinder its doing go. Secondly, politics has to consider 
Which sort of constitution suits which sorb of civic body. 
The atiaiment of the best constitution is likely to be ime 
possibis for th general run of staves; and the good lave 

.. fáver and the true statesman must therefore have their eyes 
open not only to vat is the absolute best, bub also to mat 
is the best in relation to actual conditions, Third, pole 
itics has also to consider the sost of constitution which 
depends upon an assupbion.? a rg 


The Greek word for asmimtion is hypothssis ard thst e in 
other words, thare is something which you may «pr may not accent, 
whersas the ordinary things you have to accepts namsly, the given 
conditions. But hors us nave a special essiumpidion, Wiat is that? 


It says the osmmytion of a lever standard of civic atte E 
ment than the absoinis,* E pipe 


Yes, let as forget == Ist us read Aristotle instead of Bare 


In other words, the student of politics must also be abie 

to study a civen concidtutica, just as it stands and sinpiy 
ith a View to explaining how i$ ney have orisen and bz 

ib may bo sad» to snjoy tuo longosb nosalbis life. The s 

of cass unick us have in mind is cna wharo a state hss neither 

the idestiy best corstitution (or even te olementery cordie 

tions nsessd for it} nor the tast constitution possibje use 

der the accual conditiers. bob has only a conz2oitubtions of 


A 
a3, 
an inforicr tre. Fenriniy. ond in addition to ell thoss 
functcrz, poliu Ziso to pravid? a Xnowlodco ef the 
tyne of constitution thich is best suited to states in geze 
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let us stop here. So do you see? Politics, to ropoab ~» 


tho political science follaus the nedel of all the practical arts. 
I5 is concerned with the cest polity. It is concerned what is 


E  besb for nosb, ise. for those who are not capable -e who are proe — 


" wenbed fran getting tic best simoly, It is concerned wita whet 

| is best in the circumstances, and it is concerned with what people 
happen to desire, ue can Say, They just have a certain regine, 
They could have a better ons, but for sone reasons «e perhaps 
far reasons of inertia. = thoy want to preserve it and you must 
also tell then how to do that. You ese, that is <= this is the 
general plan of political science as Aristotle understands it. 
Ome can say — I mean in tuc discussions you find frequently the -/ 
distinction betucen the idealist Plato and the realist Aristotle. 
These are modern words unica conceal the issue as much as they 
reveal it but there is an elenent of truth in ibe Dut if.wo would 
state it more precisely one would say that @ have to say thiss 
Aristotle reverds as the most important question what is the best 
regine, just as Pluto does. Sut Aristoble is somewhat nore cone 
earned than Plato with the nonsbest reginss and how to keep them, 
hos to preserve them, how to improve cn them, Aristotle's reale 
isa, in obrer words, has nothing whatever to do with a vulueefree 
political acierce. Aristotle is perfectly willing to give pcopis 
advise who have a very inferior regine es te how they can preserve 
Xb. And oven he as a teacher of political science must be in 

& position to do 80, but ke does io with his eyes opene In other 
words, he gives these pecie the advice of how they can preserve - 
am imperfect reine as an invertcct regine, I once caipured the 
difference between presen’ Guy social science — its basic idoa, 
Il mean, and Aristotic's as follows: the velueefree study of poe 
liiicol institutions would, fran Aristotle's point of view, spe 
peor like a msevm of shoes modo by apprentices. sll kinds ef 
iucoricob proverbs of the political art are asconbled for inspece 
tion and just as such a miseum is a wholly orezy idea => which 
@ocen’t ~e I don’t — tosarrow morning you way read in the nowge 
paper that some millionsire established such a museum -— that 
Will not refute what i soy, but in itself it is a crazy idea, 
Tanat vould be tho Aristote2ian view of a purely theoretical study 
of the variety of institutions without any regard to better or 
uGrso and I hope I have mede clear that Aristotle's so-called 
realism and his cnemess to all puliticul phenomena is not only 
Compatible with evaluation but is bused on the evaluation becsuse 
iL presupposes -e AristoLie would suy if you want to pive a reale 
istic account of a piven rerire and cant say == you cannot soy 
Wact and to what extents — unnd and in that vay it is good or 
bad. you don?t understand anything ef 1t. Think of sansone who 
kacs cverything about socialized medicines, except in what respects 
it is rocd and in wiat resvects is bed, He knows nothing, So 
you hre the valuc judmments uiich ure enlightening, which are 
the only sources of lighs in human matters. Now leb us Seso 
Teen fristotie makes clear that this concern with tho variety 

of political phonanens and the varíeby of cefective political 


ín 


- ho is the one who introduces as a thome =- he does this in the 
sequol, Will you go on? — Y NU 


` phenonens is his specialty in tie way that — in this senses: that 


` 


"Fourthly, and in addition to all these functions, politics 
has also to provide a lmowlcdge of the type of constitution 
which is best suited to states in gener2i., Most of the wrie 
tors who treat of politics e- good as they may be in other 
respects =s fail when they come to deal with matters of prace 
-tical ubti3ity,. Wo have not only to stuiy the ideally tesi 
constitution. Ve have alzo to study tbe type of constitu= 
tion which is practicable. o o o? 


I mean, why Jorker agds ideally best to the perfectly suf} 
ficicnt the test. I dent Imoz, because ~e I simpiy don’t knee 
Ho light is throm <= no light whatever is thrown on whdt Arise 
toile reans by test if you add idsally best. You confuse it oniye 
But Barker is a very gocd tronslator cthorsise, So I meen don? 
think tnat I teke — that’s not niunt as acribicism of 3arker 
but as a criticizu of present day habits. Ics? | 


|. ". and Hith id, and equally, the type which is oosicst to 
. work arid most Suitaoie to states. z;enorclly. As things arc, 

writers fail into tuo different classes. Sone confins their 
investigations to the extreme of perfection, whith reauires 
a largo couiouent. The rest, addcressizg themselves rache> 
to an attainable form. still banish fron view the general 
range of cxisting constitutions, and simply extol the Snare 
tan or ees obher one constitution, Tre sort of constitue 
tional sysicu which sugah to be proposed is one which man 
can bo easily induced, and will be rsatlly able, to erait 
onto the system they already hava, It is as difficuls a 
natier to reform an oid constitution as it is to construct 
a new omnes as pG to unlear a lesson cu it was to learn 
it initially,” thé true stobesuen, therefore, nust not cone 
finc hinzeli to the matters we have jest mentioned: he must 
also te ale, as we said previously, to help any existing» 
constitution,’ | | P | 


Let us step hers, Aristotle gives the thought now a slightly 
different tum, Ths previcus politics] thinkers were concerned 
much nore vici regimes to L2 establiched uhan with the operatia 


oF vegimes, JAzistctlie does not say that the question of estaba 
ishaens, of founding. is-unimortans. Iv is for hin algo ths 

Kost importamb question, 29 ¥5 shall see latere Bub, on the other 

hound, we must nob negiest that other probisn of how to precerve: 


wee i er 


and to improve an es025liznod revims. You see, I think we ca 
dray on intersmiing conclusion from thet cn present day political 
science, The Gueseien af foundations has, so to speak, diczpnoarcd 
in soite of Cuna and other siseca whera we. seo foundabicns, 

Duo generally Speaking political seienss is concerred with tho 


CS 
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| working and changes of established regines. The question of fou 
.;..dabions is, however, a very important question es sore of our 
Slightly older teachers still Imsw. Do you seo. bto whem I refer 
. by this ollnsion? How was the question of foundations =- when 
.Was it still discussed and hos? Do you know =e Well, which is | 
the latest thinker whoa you know who discussed it very manifestly? 
Of whan you know by your own knowledge ~ 


"Harold Laski," 
You think so? Where? 
‘When he was describing pivralisn =- " 


Yes, but is this not rather how to develop the existing dsnoce 
racy into something better? lio, I didn't think about hix, 


“Leonard White! 


You mean in this country. Pardon? Oh no, I’m sorry. You 
ore very rìgh to laugh because my expression was mich boo clip= 
tical to be sensible, but I didn't hear what you saido ` 


"Leonard White worked on the Federalisis — " 


Yes, Thot is tle inboresting thing because this country | 
which is as a political keine of very recent origin, but the foune 
dation is remembered: Founding Fathers. You cannot speak of the 
Founding Fatézrz of Enclarc or France or Gemeny or Fialy., Tint 
is trus oe Amcrica was oe that is an amezing thing, The roundam 
ticn of a political sæiety and of a large and very powerful poe. 
litical Scoicuy is very near in tine to us in this country, Dub 
not elscuhers. Lut you knon that oe still, but thave is eo nog — 
let us go ore step iurth?r, The Federatist Pancras vere coucornsd 
with foundations in a very oracoícal war, buo & vas thinking of 
such people Tike Locke, for exanssis. The whole eo ali these mon 
who talked abcut the state of nature and the soclel contres, the 
transition into civil ‘Socisty. That uas the questicn of fomdae 
ticn, They did not discuss it in terms of the foundation: nonce 
ly, for exavpie, of the qualities required of the founder. ‘they 
were more concerned wich the question how to distincuisn teierren 
à Just foundeuicn by contract and an unjust ifovziaolon ty foro9e 
Jut Still the question of the foundation wasthesvenpaucn alive, 
Dub the General tendency in the ninsteenth and tuscbieuh cerjuxy 
has beon to revlccs tha questien of ih» foumintisn end of ths 
oricins oy the thournt of the comtimecus tradibics ee yous LETY 

| -e and even in the analysis of affairs in this country Yoa mov 
know that thers are remis who civ tnat the Ancvioc2 zovchuton 


"ves on p " wr v T. ph —-— ~ lle im stole at p ús 
| WaàS3 bot 2 vovolucicn, I Suppoia you have hserd thet. SLS in 
Fx £ Im rv * 2 A a E ; 
. former os28 would bwe noen rssercsd as manifess nonora, Hoe 


4 " Tå Taar omy > one Se als - be Ma DEC x M 
cguro cortaim Dratict institutions end imgorvens Dil LXDOLe 


amint aa 


a X y "- T - wn "atyp "* r~ Raer ~r 
tabicrs vare praserved in tn» charge bub ip vas swwely L VII 


9  . 


aiin the pasto “You cannot -5olish a. hereditary nobility without 
. @ffecting a revolution, i Bay v wthing of the king. Bub te cone 
=- baek to Arisbotis:s painy ime ? question of preservation and improves 


. . ment of existing regines in slso very important. That is the 


nes point of Ax: istoble a You can say, That the foundation and 

the estsblishecnb is immortont,everyone 895, and that was reflece 
ted in popular 2otions, The founder was a kind of «= was 2 heroic 
being, a mythical being and no statesman, however great, nob over 
. Pericles, could become the objscó of such dedication and devotion 
as NGADELES, tas founder ct Athara. But, onthe other hand, is 

ib simply true that peopie hove conpletsiy neglected the question 
of tis inprovenent of sstabiished regines died to Aristotis, 

I mean I'm not spselcing now cf practitioners who, of courss, they're 
alesays concerned also with thas, bub theore iicinnB. Do you imos 
of any digcussion cf inuprovoucub as 3 distinguished frou OMA eas 
prior to Aristotils? 2 


"Xenophon's s On Cyr anya | 


Yos, and also his Wave sui Uesnse Ways end 1 Hears deals Nor 


an inproveuent of the MLE2SiAA Chaseresy e- - explicit v heovetical 
‘discussion, 2, Sure, bub still Xenconoón did t in appl lication to 


paruicular cases. He dia ach do ib in the universally in waioh 
Arisbotie does this, eee ds us go on Where we left off because 
that. is tue key passage reverding =. on the coher mand. vo don't 
haus ee we hzvo Rott t his alresgy ə in the saqual Aristotle poss ee 


"Ho cannot do so unless he knows how many different kinds 
of constiorüulons there are," : 


Yes. Is this rob evident, that if you vant to have a Camre- 
hz2olivo knosisdco of tobh founding znd ixproving and srecorving 
of regios you must kroy al o kinds of sogimes.  Obberwisa 
your knculedge i would nob ks uiu Les? 


[As things are. we find people believing thet there is only 
ono sort of Concorecy or olzcarchy, This is enerrer. To 
avoid thet error, we nusi kocp in wind the different vorice 
ties of cach p e s wo musb be cara of their nzbon 9 
ana of the muker of differen: uays in which they are congtie 
tuted. Molcing the suse ofroxvs of discri ee tis student 
of peacoat should also learn to distin puish the Joss which 
are absolutely besst from tacss which exe appropriate vo esch 
md erre 


Nos Avistosle enlsrgss nov o2 ensoifics cn what be A gSa 
C2ioro, Thess three pagas ers tho Statements of Arisictie c 
ECL colicical roion ig BIA. ET have geen thats the nom x 
reges witica Pogues 2 Dubs uncus and Whai bo do in order $0 gree 
Surve a even rogir even if Xt Ls usb the bogi Zor all Uus peopic 
concerned, And now Aristetis 2255 anobhe Sr poisi, wiiog is by 
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no means irrelevant. Yes? T 


. We uso the phrases "appropriate to each constitutione .o `o p 


Yes — no I?m sorry, you have read that already. The oUlbr 
point being lews. Tie student of political soicnce cannot limit 
hinself to the study of tho regimes. He must also study the laws 
-- Jaws in the widest senses constitutions are included -= that - 
ds not distinguished here, Yes? 


"lows, as distinct fras the frame of tne constitution, are 
the rulos by which the nasistrates should exercise their 
powers, and should watch and check transyressors. It fole 
lows on this conception of tus relation between laws and 
constitutions taat we must slueys bear in wind tes vuricties 
of each constitution, and tlie mmber of those varieties, 
also in order to be able to cnact the lows appropriate. to 
each, Ife assums thot biers is not a single foni of Conoce 
racy, or a Single form of oligarchy, but a muner of varies 
ties of cither, the sanc laws cannot possibly be ceuually 
beneficial to all oligareniss or to all denocraciesg" 


Yes == you anittedsomething. No, no. There is one point 
which is especially important. | | i | 


uA constitution may be defined abo e e of 


Before ee one must make the laus with a view to the regines 
ond in fact oll make their laws with a view to the regimes. So 
that is not merely an advice given by Aristotle, but that is «= 
tue general facts nowhere do people lay dam laus except with 
à view to the regimes, disregarding as uninteresting that there 
are politically neutral lese We know that. We have disposcád 
of thad. ub they make nover the regines vith a view to the Iase 
tne dade is the fundanental facts not the law, For a regina 
is — yes 


"Lows ave uade to suit conetitutions and nowt constituvicas 
nade to suit laws. The reason is this, A constitution moy 
ve defined as tan organization of offices in a Stete, oy 
Which the nethed of their distribution is fixed, the gover- 
eign authority is detbormined, and the nature of the end to 


be pursued by tae assccietion and all its wembers is prescribed? ,2 


You sse how important == I oan, to bezin wlth , it cowi 
Semi as a pinpiy legal undarstandin: of constitution, vhca ke 
ges in unich vay the ruling cf2icos are to he aiciriinvies, For 
exemple, the executive shoulda be one man, The leogiclazive boay 
Should consist of tuo paras and the judiciery shovld nave this 
ond this character, Bub 1% also says ee ará that is the differe 


P a 3 re yoke "T "y * e. i on ma. , “Gore ce 
enze betueen Avisvctls and tre presne day nosier cz ccusolouuLon 


H vih oks rum 


1 


we tix yee aiso says who 4s or what is the authoritative, neare 
ing tue authoritative elewent, Now wiere do we find that in the 


Bus American constitution? The other you find throuchouts: wiat is 


said first, But where do vou find the statement == in tue Anere 
4ean constitution the statement of what is the authoritative Clee 
vente 


hot about tue first sentence of tue Preanbie?® 


"Absolutely. That seeas trivial, vut that's decisives namely, cnd 
that is no longer necessarily to be stated in any docwent uut 
that exists anyway. And also when Aristotle speaks of the rule 
in; offices, hou; trey are to be distributed, you must not Torret 
that according to Aristotils what corresponds to the present day 
right to votes namely, tie seat in the popular asseubly, is, of 
coursu, an office and what an office «= a live la office. And 
Now we caw to tue thirds woat is thc end of each association? 
Ghat means whatever the political association in question nay 
be, Wint about that? Where is that =e that ulso occurs in Pree 
wavies, Docon't that? Yes, Jut Aristotle las also in iind 5one- 
thin, which is not necessarily expressed in any Preamble because 
either people arc not very eloquent or they nay not be perfectly 
frark, You kno, you uay have secon sae or tiese European cone 
stitutions which cane up after the First World war ubere all kinda 
of proses were nude which wore practically meaningless anda 
tuis kind of thingo “hat was politically icaningless, Se ths 
end would appeur in the actual life of the caummity or mare pres 
cisely, if you understand waat the authoritative clement is you 
Neve already undarsiood the end,  3ut how can you say you have 

ounderstoad the end when you know the authoritative element is 
the people? Eou can youmderst the end fran that? ihat doea: 
Aristotle say? He ansuers == he is eonstantly concerned vith 
this sinple questions why does the indicctíon of the autharitae 
tive element or, 25 we say, the sovereicon, tell us the no3t im 
partani thin; about the emi pursued by the Society as a whole? 


"Wells any society is formed to pursue the good of sore = 
Sane good and if you know the authoritative verson ac group 
in the society then its treir good which the soclety is formed, 
to pursue,” . X 


Yes, very good, gut can you link it up with the ineadiate 
discussion here 23 you lave noard it? The question was how does 
the people in the Preamble of the Constitution tell us anything 
about the end? . 


“Well, it's for the good of all the peopis and not just <<" 


That's not Aristotle's way, Aristotle weld say people is 
an wmbisnous tem. there are uam carts of permise The Cotas 


can be of iiis Lind or of tiat iind or of that kind and tuerczoro 
We have to go into uie deiaiis, You have to spell out what kire 


3o 


of people — in what fara the psople is articulated =- then ve 


. .kmow. For exemple, where there is a preponderance of the urban 
V^. population ever the mien, or vice versa, and all this kind of 


thing. Once we understand that we have understood the erda But 
the end is =- and for this reason the so-called constitution, 

to use this very inadequate translation, the constitution is a 
way of life, A constitution is not — in ths modern sense =a 
is not a way of life. It is a legal document or perhaps it 10 
e are the arranzements, the basic arrangcuients regarding the 
govermmente Hos can tiis bo a wey of lifes If the goverment 
does not merely vean the present administration — that is not 
very characteristic =e bub the kinds of adninistrations which 
predoninote throughout as long as a regine lasbs and if wo know 
that they arc, after all, elected =e they are not =- therefore 
it goes down to the people and we must lock at the people in ite 
arbiculetiacn and which part is higher in rank than the other, 
Low present day scoicl science, political seiencs, is of course 
in its way aware of it, I nean, for example, the reficction on 
 Biíratificoations of societys the notion of coinion leaders, they 
all refer to the non-demoerutic clements which are essential to 
the working of a nodorn democrecy and they give you the details 
and out of that you can probably reach an understandinz first, 
how soverciguby is articulated, since it surely doesn’t rest in 
ono man or ono body of men in a country like the United Statea, 
and then vou can also ace what the oojecitive is, Or since there 
is a ¿reat variety of oojcctives, which kird of objective has 
the right of way in a pinch, You knou, in very leisurely tinss 
wuere there are no real issues anythine can ~» the outes of 

a baxing match can create mush mare exclicnent than any rolitieal 
affair proses, So the end e- the fast that every authoritative 
part, whichsver it msy ba, has necessarily an overall objective, 
an end, lizis vo the two definitions of regims as an order of 
ruling offioss and regime os a voy of life, It is both ab the 
Sane tims. Yes? "E ' 

"In Aristotle!s terns would the Declaration of Independence 
be more of a constitution of the United States, a so-called 
cimmstituiiop?! 


No, I mean it would oniy — no, it would be -= I think it 
would be much too genera) for that. It would only =e the Dsoiare 
ation of Independence would only be, how shall I say, a possible 
Preamble te a constitution, but you know you must not forget, 
the Declaration of Independence does not evan settle toe issue 
of nonarchy vergus republic. Are you aware of that? 


AI think you're right vag, 


It's mach too generat, 
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"Yet fL estaoliahe8 ends in 9 € - S im e 
Yes, sure, but still, but wav these Shins noan =- life, "x 

liberty ond pursuit of unc5pineso <= what they mean operatively = - 
depends very :iuch: wnat kind of people are authoritative in 80e 
ciety? I refer to this fact aud I don"t hesitate to repeat thats 
in such a society eas ours things are infinitely nore corplex than 
Aristotle understood them. The theoretical expression oi tnat 
is the distinction between state and society. People nay be So- 
ciclly praxviment, by which I mean not only Social i:evister but 
also, lor ex2nple, as physicists or so -e non-politicaliy prome 
inent =- ond tre politically prominent nay be entirely different 
people, Aristotle, by the way, is not wholly unaware of this 
possibility oi bifurcation, but hs vould say tie normal cese is 

| tuat tue socially prominent cro the politically prouinent, Only 

' the distinction betueen public and private as ve nave it in mode 
ern tines pernits the radical distinction between the politically 
prominent ari the socially praninent. I discussed tiis =e no, 
I didn't do it in this class, One could show this — the theorete 
ical orgwiewt is extremely cipis ond I will state ít in a feu 
words. For Aristotle th: end of man in tue light of whish all 
these =- even tae technicclities — are presented, is virtue, 

. hunan excellence; and human excellence is identical or aàiucst 

identical with happiness, acccrdin;; to Aristotle, That means 
it is a fux tion af civil society to make its ucmbers or those 
of its members who are casab0lo of it virtuous and theretrith hap»pyo 
Zhe nodern Diberal state is based on tic pemise tuat happiness 
is not identical with virtua or more precisely that happiness 
is avSolutezy subjective, iy happiness consists in Wuct makes 
we happy ori tnat nay differ from individual to individual and 
even within the same individual fron one dzy to another, llappie 
ness is out of tix qvesticn, Therefore you cannot base a= you 
cannot say Laat the function of civil society consists in waking 
nen virtuous or happy, out you can’t leave it nt sinple thought= 
less acceptance of uichever re;zLue might wave been estaulished, 
You zust firi principles, How can you do that? The answer; while 
happiness is absolutely subjective, tle conditions of happinesa 
are objective, neanin; tiis: hovever you night understand happie 
noBB you must live to be huppy. Furthernore » you must nave the 
possibility ci circulation, You know? I neun == İoos liberty, 
You rust ave sone Bay precisely oecause your notion of happiness 
differs fran nins or frou any other, lio cne can iipoge it upon 
you, Liat. as liberty: tie right to determine -dfing happiness 
as you want. 1t, Amd of course you :ust nave the rignt to pursue 
happiness, l Tnat is an oojective condition, However you undere 
Stand hzppirx 55, you want, happiness as you understand it. You 
Dust nave tet right to pursue it. Formally you have tue Declare 
ation or lmisnengdenos, So you build a society dedicated to tha 
Guarantee o- life, liberty, happiness, of each. The actus) hape 
piness must te found by each himself, Thut?/s no Jonger a public 
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affair. That necans two things at the sage time, Since what we 
crave is not the pursuit of happiness but the enjoyment, the pose 
session of happiness, the true fulfillment is beyond politics 

- and therefore — now this pursuit -- these individuals pursuing 
"either in isolation or in associations their happiness as tisy 
understand it is called Society with a capital S, in contra-dis- 
tinction to the state. `The state guarantees only the conditions 
of that. So frai this point of view society is higher than the 
state because ~- for the sae reason — because enjoynerà of hape 
piness is higher than the purusit of happiness, But on the otner 
hand happiness is hop^lessiy subjective and the conditions of 
happiness -e liie, liberty, and thc pursuit of happiness == are 
Objective, They are universally valid, however you understand 
happiness, The otate or the goverment does retain a higher dige 
nity because saichow what is universally valid is more respected 
tnan what is considered to ce a mere idiosyncrasy of an individual 
or of nany individuals, And Aristotle doesn't know that situetion 
at all. That's tre difference. Now fron this distinction oetwueen 
State and society it necessarily follows that people ~= that the 
Social hierarshy does not have to be the political hierarsiy, 

An external Sip is that the job of the politician or statesnan 
may be despised, once you have this distincticn, and people nay. 
take their bsarirgs much more by Ann Sothern than by Mamie Zisene 
hover or take any other example you libe, You know, in other 
words, the White House is not necessarily what the Court was and 
still is, in a way, in Enjiand. You know? Where the two stratie 
fications converga. The geat — the authoritative, even reparde 
ing nanmrs =- that the authority regarding manners and the guthe 
ority regarding political acticns coincide, ‘hat was the clier == 
today they have becawze, in a modern democracy, completely zeparated, 
and one must point that cut because that is one of the biccks 
bstween us and Aristotdje witch make it difficult for us to undera 
Stand it, But, on the other uand, Aristotle bovincs out the iae 
portance of tue political element with such a power that it ia 
practically indispensable for us to study Aristotle - than we 

Go not fall into vat pitfall that is so common ~~ that ve Sy. 
well, tie political organization =e tat is just ono of the n 
ports of the people in which society expresses itself. You mou? 
It is nuch nore tian that ard that — Aristotle is very holpiul, 

I think, in bringing that out, Some other ressons oo, but this 
is one which is fairly visijie, Yes? 


(Change of tape). 


e o o o WO don’t Lave to read this, Aristotle makes here the aw 
yes? 
"o o e e Aristotle's classification of the various tyres 
of renri-zs55 — he wants sore orceision in the way Welro 9e 
ing to study this subjess. It sems to wc that in Goir 
tais ets realty goin: beyond ccmon seres, Is he wo.) 
e's going bevona whan vocpie eort of svand around ines courte 
house and taik about. Hirhs? In this sense he seens to 
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- he's doing scuethirc which is very much akin to modern 
social science, It is creating a technical language." 


But he dousn't do that, I nean; you must say when hc says 
the first == tere is nothing technical avout first, second, third 
ani fourthe 


Mell, taerc is saicthing that goes bond canon senses — 
It is a nore precise way. It's really a natter of degree, 
Is it not? | ` 


Nop I would say that Aristotelian exactness and the preval- 
ent notion ef exactness are different in kinda Therefore, 1 make 
this renari£ that Aristoble understands by exactness the Greate 
est attention to the important detail and exactness nas in itsel! 
nothing to do with universally valid laws nor with ram’ 30a] things. 
That nay cone in e nay be important in piven situations but it 
is nob necessary. Exactness means to look closely at tue thing 
as it is, in its fullness. You see, one could say that uodern 
social scienze -» I mean, tiere are always exceptions but the 
dcenorul tendency is a kind of formalisms which is imawmatible 
with genuine exactness as Aristotle sasite; namely, attentiveness 
to the specific, But I will akow -e I will answer your question 
as well as I can, as completely os I can, Aristotle makes her 
this e Aristotle is of course of sone cocpilexity 
but it is not a camplexit: which is not susceptible of being une 
raveled, 1e warts to have this overall survey of regimes because 
we have to imow that: otherwise we don't kus woetaer we do rot 
arbitrarily linit ourselves to port of wit is politically inpore 
tant, ond therefore he needs a principle gurranteeing exhaustives 
ness and that is mrwrical or quasienuericais om, few, wary, 
end good aad bad, You rerxibers so you got tie six regimes 
But Aristotle nickes it clear inziediately that the merely mmere 
ical distinction =» the few and the many - is accidentals neoane 
ing, it is a neccssory accident if you will, but it doen't give 
you tue substance of that. ‘When you hear the few and are a bara 
in the vocis =- never iooked at political things =- you might 
«æ God knows wnat you couid think of the feu. Perhaps there are 
also feu very lcu officials maybs, There are perhaps only five 
or ten in 3 whole ceumtry. Thev are also fox and feyness as fewo 
ness doesn*t mean anything. The few are the rich, The many are 
the poor. Then some subetance comes in, You ramemoer, And then 
he zoss even beyond that and what ne does in Book IV is io soms 
extent whai I said on a former occasion, ile starts fron what 
everyone annita uiu aay inkling oi politicos 2n a city, but I 
think not oriy in à city, ani that is that there are two groupa 
to unich rou cannot possibly belong at tho sme time and thoy 
have a certain antaccziza which muy be latent for a long tima 
but which Is novertheless on antaconiem, And they are the rich 
and the poor, I think you ses traces of it even today ii you 
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Jook it up. Good. -So that we con take as a starts The rich 
and the poor and if the rich rules it's oligarchy ond if the.poor 
rule, dcnocracye Simple, And then he tries to shos how you «e 
“eat both are unsatisfactory for certain reasons and therefore 
be tries to find a nean, That is what we call the polity. I 
ixubioned that, And a higher mean, aristocracy. We cance to that 
ater. Good, But let us return to the surface, in Athens: a 
strugcle between the dewogoyues who way? te milk the rich and 
the rich who say that is simple robbery. Whether that robbery 
45 dons by a decision in tbe assembly or by highvaymen makes no 
difference. e e o You know this kind of thing. fou saeuvines 
hear of that cven today, So that really nust have sense. How 
docs Aristotle == I nean this is camon senza, political camon 
sense, How do we arrive — reach a higher level? Aristotle rea~ 
ches a higher level by listening a bit more, a bit loner, to f 
wáhat coimon sense says here, low what does he hear? People do 
mot nerely taik of richo That 
they never say. The rich say about someone in his but 
that is not how pecple talk. ‘they use much nicer phrases, Wa 
deserve it, We are the fighting foros of the ecumtry ami the 
rich would of course. say but we pay the taxes or they 
|^ = . of that in aient tinos,. But ther there is sarething 
else where the difference between the oligarchs and democrate 
becones relatively unirpertant, There is a war and tne war must 
be won because it may very well be a war where the loss means 
enslavement cf the whole city. There are such Situations, Se 
they all have to stand tozether or hang together, Then, which 
is general? Of course the general who can wins a competent gene 
eral, a courageous mam, resourceful and what the other qualities 
are, Similar qualities, praiseworthy qualities, are needed also 
in otuer fields. for exarole, pdges, Everyone can be accused | 
of a nurder, rich a poor, and he would like to be confrouted 
if hs is innocent <= would like to have an honest and imecrtial 
judge, And there is a femral interest -- no sophisticaticn to 
epeak of is required in order to see that it is gensrally credite 
ablo to have honest and immartial judges rather than corrupt and 
partial judges, Another sat of qualities. And ao on and so cn, 
So you got. a certain notion which can be summarized old-fashionedly 
but still in as follcwss the poiia needs virtua and 
especially the men who have ruling offices ehould be virtuous 
men, Now that I think is scnething ch is said and believed 
=- you say, cecent nen; you say, responsible ren, I don't care, — 
but you nean that sane thing, Lveryone admits that, At least 
wo nw can publicly say the opposite without ruining himself pes 
JMitically, That's enough, And because that’s a clear indication 
«= the denisl is incompatible with pclitics, with political life. 
Tern, however, wa See occasicnaliy thia: ve have, say, 4 Presis 
G2ntiol candidate or a Sanatorial camiidate, it dessn't mals any 
cifference, wao is very good, I mean, bo will choose the rinm 
we Will have a vise policy, generally spesking, You can irust 


hin, ue will be wise, And then there are sone people I wouldn't 

trust, Not because ho would make an unvise policy, but because 

| his only reazon is that this policy pays politically for him. 
.. Do you sec my point? That «e the somewhat subtle distinction «e 

"whether sawone is nerely a shrewd culculator who sees that a 
certain external decency is indispensable and souasons where you 
really trust him and say he wouldn't be a crook even if criminals 
would pay. ‘that nay not be quite as popular as the first point, 
but you cannot say that is a very forefatched thing. Quite a 
few people uxderstand that: the nan who's really honest. So once 
you becar gware of tnat distinction between tho practically sufe 
ficient appearance of honesty and genuine honesty ~- if you try 
to articulate that you will cane to this views tnere is a virtue 
which is mercenary because it pays and then there is also such 
a thing as gemiine virtus. Thatta not a philosophis refloction, 
I mean, woen you say — it’s always intelligible to say he will 
do the right thing because it is right. I mean thai my be a 
very insufficient expression on analysis but it is sancthing ine 
teLligibis. We regard saictbing = regard right as nore inpare 
tant than amy other consiceration, Pecple understand that. Now 
Aristotle says here this distinction between genuine virtue and 
mercenary virtue is the decisive distinction. if virtue i5 so. 
important we must look ai virtue with purticulsr care and then 
we must attach accordingly the greatest inportonce to yenuire 
virtue. Then you have =~ fron this it follows necesscrily, withe 
out any logical slip, that the only politically goed regine would 
bo one in which (enuinely virtuous men ruled, I think the argue 
nent of Plato ani Aristotle reyarding this point is unbeatable 
as long as ve talk politically, to say nothing of cther conside 
erations, mut thon other considerations come in. ve have very 

earful considerations which we have alluded to last times the 

inpertance of nunber, tha inportenes of weaita, and tne inorede 

j ible fact thas the greatest political wisda, the greatest stutese 

| Manship can go together with a very Low grade of private morale 
ity. It's distressing that souetines the nost virtuous and re« 
8»ectable men are not the volitically wisest men in society and 
vice versa, I don't know whether you know the bock by Cooper 
on Talleyrazds that is very instructive frau this point of view, 
Talleyrand led a very dissolute life, I mean, wonsn and also 
nonxy, quite a terrible thing. but, I uean if the facts as pro» 
sented by Coooer Who is rot a complete novice in political 
matters as you know show that Talleyrand was the most faresishted 
8tatemaan which France possessed frau tno French Revolution bee 
(Arming until say, 1540 roughly and he adhered always to this 
policys did his best in oruer to get it throurh; his advice was 
usually disrerarced and it was always == the disregard was always 
punished politically. So he really was vindicated in his polity. 
That happans, That creates a camlicaticn, What will you do 
in such a cose? That's one of the difficulties, There ara DAI 
others and tnerefore the aristecracy, vnich ax the first goal 
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i5 the most sensible sug: estion proves to be nob so sensible bee 


 . .,.00us6 it doesn't make sufficient allowance for the complicated 
"ous  Oharacter of hunan affairs, Then you have to worry. tut you 


Sce there is not a single pein’ in this whole ar(unont which is 
not immediately inte Lligihtes to auyone, Say, Older than 20 years 
who has taken any interest at amy time in political matters. 
lio sciences ordinary political o that is what Arise 
totle does, That in oarder -— for exanple, you gay democracyo 
Switzerland is a democracy: United States are a denocracy, They 
have different consuituticzs and you can compare that and 86, 

And you can also travel in the United States and truvel in Switze 
erland and just look at things <= how thins are dons, There 
is a rather different spirit, owitzerlanid i18 perhaps the most 
Victorian country — you know what the word Victorian means -e 
in existenss. And United Stutes are no longer a Victorian come | 
try. Both are dmocraciss. but there are somehow different demote 
rocieS and since the diiference does not concern mereiy a pure 
technisolity, how they choose their dog-catchers here ar there, 
but somethin of ismortanss for tae uhele spirit of the society 
it is an easential difference and tiarefore let us try to estab» 
lish by observation, perhzos even by courting it that can be uses 
ful in a certain field, what the difference i5, That's what Are 
istotla does and Aristetle would say if the electorate 15 YOR 
rural, and if the electorata, on the other hend, is LOS rural, 
gives the democracy a diffcrent shapa, I believe the students 
of Anericen history, to ukish I do not belong, could give you 
empirisal cvidernce fron this country that this is trus and there 
is nothing == vou ore perfectly rights Aristotle, as well as any 
other man tneoretícally cdealins with politics must transcend the 
horizon of the citizen and even of the first rate statesman, 

"hab is tras. Bub tue question is how pe transcends it. I ean 
I could give you — I have been reading with, in former years, 
Winston Ch urenild ; for txanpl:, of whaa I imppen to be a preat 
adiirer, Jut it is =» arxi Churchill is an eránently reflective 
nan, as you Imex, and bio -nbiul man, But whenever tie questions 
ew and a political scientist can learn from him for his concrete 
work immensely many things in all fields, really -- but when bs 
cones to questions of princ2D0is, the highest questions, be states 
thai with a erect force as he ide dees with things but so that 
I believe evarvone of us when reading thes would immediutely see 
=~ that is in a very cener]al wav plausible but we would see so 
many objections. These cannot oe the princinies ultinately, 
Churchill didn't take that step, He coulun't take that siep as 
a statssnen, I vould say, because tien tiuings would becom: so 
complex, Shen ho would inuve to do saucthing which be, at a core 
tain tine in his life, refusad to doo | 


Now, I will try to state wiat I sean -= I repeat only what 
I said in the first neetiry out it Will new be a bit clearer I 
hove. ilre is tne citizen or statammans I don’t mke a distings 
tion and murs are the thin av xhisn he lerss the political 
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things. (Last revarks accaapanied by writing on wlackvocrd) 
What Aristotle does is to look beyond that wall but in the seme — 
direction, ie eaves this untouched, le doesn't say your diss 
tinction between denocrocy end oligarchy is . He 
says it is not sufficiently preciso, so we have to iake it nore 
precise, and he proves it to them by appealing to thins which 
they know from their political experience, The position of the 
social scientist in the nodern sense, and I repeat again, not 
every present day political scientist is a social scientist in 
the modern senge == you ‘mow, because fortunately there is a kind 
of inertia uirich has also its good things — that a certain true 
dition is preaarved although no longer 1007 believed in — I mean, 
I could uncnticn names out of the profession to illustrate it but 
that would be nost improper and tnerefore == so, the social scie 
entist in the modern sense stands hore and he looks at that from 
the outside. Therefore, hc canno5 accept the concepts viiich the 
citizen and statesman uses cond viich Aristotle nerely refines. 
ile has to coim new concepts in order to understand ít and all 
the famous terminology of social science by which some people 
succeed in Statin; the nost clencntary things which every child 
knous in 5 Imacuage which only initiates or ixaates of those ine 
. .Sbitutions << no, initictes reninded ne orf inmates: I apologize 
^ wa understand. In other words, tie question of thc terrinolopy 
is not an ooccídental thing with which we nay take issue on soe 
called aesthetic grounds. That would be really irrelevant. The 
zain point is that th: starting point is different. They, as 
it were, try to talk about political matters as if they did not 
know much nore about them than they do. I neon, in the nost rade 
ical form whith you find not in present day social scientists, 
but that you ave to study the philosophic tradition behind it 
wo Ít really means the whole enterprise is based on a universal 
doubt, as Descartes, at tle beyiming of this whole thinc, said. 
we CoubtL all mw oriuury awareness of tie vorid -» universal doubt 
e- jump out c7 tnat hole and begin absolutely at the bercinning. 
Nor the beyirexing as now understood i3 of course -- I mean ee 
the sense deta. You do no longer =- I neun, if you are very strict 
you can’t spezi of a huan being out you have to understand wiet 
doss it mcan. You have certain sense data and they are interpres 
ted as a mium being or maybe as a table, naybe as a dog, and 
you vould have to understand the lorítimacy of this internretas 
tion really truly to give an account of why you can Speak of hue 
MaS But to say lt more simply, politicai science may bs == 
or social scicnre nay be methodically sophisticated in an increde 
ible wy. Its basis is always common sense and it makes an are 
bitrary disuizciion between the kind of camon sense it rejects 
and the kind of cocoa sense it creserver, The simple oxorple 
is thie: no ome was ever told in any social science courss <= 
excuso this u=ivtrsal statement based on no empirical widere | 
=> DO one ura “ever told in any social scientific course how to 
tell a himar rsing frea a being which is not man, Never} And 
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yet all social science investigations presuppose, of course, that 
everyone knows how to do it. I neon — think of — you are 8upe 
posed to find cut what is thought about, say, the election, Vell 


B . you naturally ask human beings ond not stones and you knew how 


to distin;uish them, ilow did they learn tod istinguish that? 
lot in any classrocas in a very mysterious way =- admittedly nyse 
terious way but if that nysterious way of distinguishing between 
hunan beings and non-human oein;3 didn't exist husan life would 
be impossibis. Anything we do vould be impossible and however 
difficult it nay be to give a rational or philosophic account 

of that, if we do not trust it we are absolutely lost. You do 
not aree with neo 


| (Inaudible response). - 
Oh, I'n sorry — I mean, vhich form, may I ask? 


"In tcrms of mman society being able to have certain ends 
whereas aninal society is not," | 


Ah ha — and in other words — and a bee ight have no end, 


"Well they do, ocrhaps, in terms of preserving life and proie 
bly pernaps certain others, but not in ters of having the 
inte rated lives a l 


But is this observation truly tho nesis of our, in fact, 
distinguishing in every day life between hunan beings and nome 
bwn beings? vhat uas un attenpt to make clear what the esgene 
tial difference between man and nonem ja, but I must also tell 
you that whoever the teacher uas who nade that tne predominant 
view iu tx sccjol erences is tiat there is no essential difiere 
cnc» between men and brutos, only a difference of degrees, and 
I nake allowance fur this kind of thine. I say thers is, fortune 
ately, considerable amount of oldefashioned s immie camen sense 
Surviving, Thetis clear. Therefore much useful work is done 
in tue social sciences, I?m only concerned with the fundanental 
nethodoloicaliy conscious approach to social matters which is 
now nost vocal. Yes? 


LY 
May I go back to the beginning =- thc last question that 
Vas connected with. ə o o social science and Arisvotie, 
e o e you Said tuat according to Aristotle it was inpossibile 
to give = realistic account of Existing reginem without, o o 
and your enalory was socialized nedicine, “Cll, I can ssa 
Clearly hou you could say — show the effects and COnseouene 
ces ol Socialized necicine without savinc whether a parties 
ular poiilzzcai systeu should adopt soclalizsd medicine and 
the saue thing would epply to different regusse." 


Yes, but what are the effects? Iman, would you not 


M m eventually, at the end of your long inquiry, give a listing = 
.. “land these you have in your nind <= these are tie advantages; 


these aru tuc Cisadvantaces of sociclized medicine. If you would 
not be able to distinguish vetameen the twa, one could say you had 
collected a lire mmber of materials regardin; socialized ned» 
icine but, strictly speaking, yau know nothin’ about it, IT you 
don't know whether == I mean, you look at it <= any social proue 
‘lem has this cuaracter: what speaks in favor of it, Wit Specks 
against its what are the advantages and what are the disudvuntayeso 
And to cone back to what Aristotie means it is iupossible to give 
a rcalistie description of a regne uithout having sae notion 
=~ unybe din or hasty «e of its good and ita bad qualities, It's 
impossible. And not coin; into the subtle question which I don't 
want to take up that you of course nover wention cvery individue 
al features dusts infinite, innuerable, inoossibje, You stæ 
lect onl what you select is already valued by considerations of 
edvantages and disadvantages, Fa not speaking of that. Jut 
you cannot do it = for exaiple, if you Bay -- if you Live a dese 
cription of a porticulurdy uly nan and avoiding carefully every 
teru which conveys praise of mam, That is =e the reader who une 
Gerstands this social acience stateient will, of course, recoge 
nize thet this is c deseripgticn ct a very ugly man and ne will 
be aiused by the circumlocuiory Language which you ued. You 
cannot ee I nean if you tain a Subject matter unich by ite nature 
calls for oing judged, by which I do not rean moral condeunation 
necessarily, but you can be very cool and detached -a judved in 
terus of good or tetter or bad — you don’t pive a realistic dea» 
criptioa, he sxtrene cause: try to give a descripticn af a cone 
centration canp or of a Soviet Gabor camp in perfectly noutral 
terns; obviously irpossibie, amd I mean, all nethedological res 
finement cunnot dispose of ths ziuple fact that human pauonaaena 
have this quality of being Judseaulsa, It amounts, in effect, 
that you Speak about things, about states, without calling then 
states and tuat'’s unrealistic. An entirely different question 
is -— saicone, for sxample <= I could easily sce a man -e take,for 
cxauple, labor camp and aay of course there are all kinds of bes» 
tialities going cn tare, Thay have to, but they are justified 
by a broader consideration, Thai is not valueefree, That is. 
only a sonewhat broader vaine consideration., This is a deplore 
able thing. We have to do it for a very good thing: valus judpe- 
nent, Without tacse renaris the whole thing is ~.» how shull I 
Say —~ the most stupid, red-temish bureaucrat couldn't do worae, 
To Speak about Inman things means to speak of better anc worseo 
That there are -= in given ases you can just say thers ore so 

and so nany pcoplo in this roms, It's a purely aritimetic stotee 
nent. There is no socalled valus judgener5,. o o o but when you 
Say, on tee other hind, — the Zine is not easy to dras =a for 
example, if you say this man is six feet hich and another one 

is four feet high, an adult, you con gay, purely mmerical, but 
you can’t help soaring Wat; s will mam avd costs g Do vuculeme 


ly short nan and thot has importans human irpliostiong as you 


\ 
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probally know -nd so there are a few other. things. too, That. is 

ewes I think whemever ~~ in very limited areas, far very lindted B 
purposes one can avoid that and l would surely not advise to make’ — 
value judvenemts by hook and by crook vecause in many causes o 207 
prudent on would abstain frou volue judgenent because of the 
caplexity of the situation, but the caplexity of the situation 
consists not in thc difficulty of naking value judyenents but 

in the difficulty of reconciling antagonistic value Judgements 

on thc sale Sunjech. waue the siuple case of a waro In sme 

cases it is really difficult to say fron a political, not neres 

ly legal point of view, uho is just in beginning the war and who 

is not. Jut mot because value judgments are iawossibles they 

ere very nuch possible, but they ore == the question is so come 
plex that an overall value judgenent is impossible here, You 

can only say — there is a very beautiful example or that in David 
Huns, who is an unconteatable authority for the people or your 
persuasion oithoush he, of course, believed in valuo judgemonta 

as you know, and even his description of The Jar of The icseso 

That is a nagmificent statenent avout a situation in which an 

jrg dl jud; would be absolutely unable to settlc the question, 
The case for the House of York -— I wean I do not know to what 
 extíont the facts of Hume are correct. That I am not abie to judge, 
but Ifun speakin;: only of his statement, such as cages at isast —— 
thinkable. Tis: case for tie House of York was this. hv case 

for the ilouse of Blane is. o ... Impossible to decide, but based, 
on both sides, on value judgements. This was right; this was 
wrongs and this was to the camon (ood, and so on and so on, Yes? 


Qo o o o 4 think IlI ask one more about canon sense because 
it scens to ne that Aristotle really « ix; thing wLi5 Aris- 
totle is trying to describe and the scisnce of politics which 
this in3xc involves is based upon common sense and a partice 
ular use of canen sense, It seems to ue that modern sceial 
scientisis -- and I'm using it as you're using it, that is, 

& &nall hard core of people who radically -» 4 


Yes, but the only ones who talk explicitly about the methode 
olopical probis. `’ 


True, K2'l take most of these pecple who are provably 
Thors who really make this explicit, Dut it soeas 
to ne thz% modern science and modern social science is an 
extension of camo sente and it seens to ne that what you're 
doing is -— you're Paying that you've had a quentum Icep 
between ccmon sense as Aristotle is using it and sceisnos, 
To ne it seems to be a long continuum of davelopnent of nake 
ing more ond nore precise certain sorts of ideas and ringe 
ing in zə ideas and making those precisa, These Bcientife 
lc icaas bicome matters of cameum senza, There's a lind 
of fceco-sX upon tins, Therefore, I'm saying that coman 
Benge is core and nore refined inthe voy that Aristo? 
Was tryin vo refines it by ecieme, So I'm rezlly auection= 
ing Wosthcor there’s this lond of quom leap, ‘therefore, 
on this basis I think you can justify the position of the 
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social sqientists: not the extrewists, but the ordinary run 
of the mili social scientists," 

Yes, but tie ordinary social scientists — I mean, the cane 
mon sense social scientist or eSoeciolly political scientist whom 
I kno soneshat better — that is a very Simple and unproblematio 
thing. One might disagree in a cetail, but in principle that 
is perfectly above board ond no cuestion, But still this cuese 
tion of camon sense which you raise is an absolutely lepitinate 
and important cne, It is a very cruds expression which is pere 
wissible and even necessary at the bezinning of any discussion, 
Now hou can I explain it — well in the first piace the ten come 
non senge steus from Aristotle and in Arisvotie it has 4 very 
linited neanirgo We have == say, we have a sense of touch. vhat 
is ono sense. Then we have tic sense of — we have the sense 
of touch and we have the sense of sight, for example, and all 
the other senses. ilow when I see <= when I sengs that honey is 
yellow and sweet, two heterogeneous censez, thut cannot be the 
sense of sight alone. Ib cannot be thc sense of taste alone, 
Sanewhere tue senses cormime, That's the camon sense and Whon 
Aristotle tries to show us, for example, that awareness of dise 
tances, of size, presupposes the cococration of a variety of senses 
ew that’s the canon sense in Aristotelian neanings I do not 
knou how common sense took on tho meaning which it has now, It 
mist nave taken it on at lcasg at the end of the eighteenth cene 
tury when there came g Scotch school of cammon sense where it 
has this neaningo o o o Bub that do ue mean, disregarding the 
history of the tern -- what do we mean by it near? Now that's 
the whole story. The Scionce «= lot us not fool ourselves about 
it; it's not social science, not even biology but ohysics, tlcoe 
rotical physics. liou what is the thing in terms — this here =e 
in terus of theoretical piysics? And you nave perhaps read in 
writers like Mritehcad description of hoy this would have to be 
described in- torns of physica, The thing as thing wouldn't be 
there, Tho thing, as underatood by the theoretical physicist, 
is no longer the thing as ws seo if, touch it, aml mean it and 
uss lt, You ses, what you say — that is a very == is in a way 
our fundamcnatal oroülem «= to which you allude. Up to the eighteenth 
century inclusively <= the greatest docuusent of that =» thc last 
great docurent. of tnat is Mort o= is the view that modern Deience 

| is the porfoction of our natural understandin p Of the world, 1.4, 
that liewton was only nore consistent then we are ia ordinary life, 
We talk about causation ali the tima, . o o Dut the coherent oxe 
position in t tern of a coxi0logical system was achieved by 
Newton. To caw back, tix scientific understanding of the world 
is the purfestion of tho natural undersianding of the world, _ 
Jut tien certain thines hosponeü, especially in the second half 
of tic nimeseenth century and in our century, wilca made that 
doubtful; nauciy, all Mevtonian things can still be exsreasad 
fundanenbaliy in teras of what we kno primarily in ordiacy Life, 
I PRs, ROY Wl -2NB uut =- ihe laws are to bo exuressed nuühss 
maticaily out there is a clear way to inet, But if you take tho 


thesis of the theory of relativity: the space«tine c A 
-77n bhe essential difference between space and tine loses its sige 


cy -pdieanse, Then it is no longer possible to assign souething 


knc4able from ordinary hunan expcrienes to these concepts. Low 
tue tern which they use is this: they say now these definitions 
are all operational. They do no longer indicate what the tiring 
ig, but you use them in your reckonings and they lead you to ree 
sults uhich are sound, 2s is shown by the fact that common sense 
experience tells you that, say, a bridge built according to that 
prescription is a bridge aad doesn't collapse and to say nothin 
of rockets, Jut another way of putting it is that these expresS- 
sions «= the fundamental concepts - have the character of syue 
vols, I mean, wicn I speak of tree as tree then you cun say ths 
word is a synbol, Sure, but the symbol can always be <= the sain 
or rather the bank note =e that can always be cashed. And sanse — 
one «= well, what do you scm by tree? Here, for example. gut 
this is also a tree and tuen sceone will -e oh, that's « tree 
even if hc cannot give any definition of it but he has a certain 
sufficient clarity on tne basis uf sense perception. That's no 
Joner possible of tue fusiuiental concepts of post-classical 
physics and toercfore it uas =- I noon, and tais is perhaps the 
nost iuportant tieoretica! cevelopaent of the jast hundred odd 
(years ee it came == tne pecple berare aware of that, that modern 
X seierse is not simply toe perfection of our naturel understanding 
. of the world, but a specific nodification cf it. In what that 
nodification consists is a very difficult robiem there are 
very few thinkers who have wen concerned with it, but sauenog 
it is underlying -— of course the reat difference oetween lore 
deal positivisn oZ today and Nill’s innocent empiricism is that. 
Mill did not know that, whereas the logical positivists know it 
in their way, You know, that is their nerit: that they mow that 
there is somethin; which can no longer be understood sinnly by 
ascent frou ordinary understanding, iinat the logical positivists 
do is taat they try, and i think that is puttin: the cart before 
the horse — that they try to give an account of cormon senses 
understanding in terns of this derivative understanding active 
in modern scierce, I believe that us far as I know these things, 
and tnese things I only know second hand, this kind of understande- 
ing wliich becomes obvious in present day physics was implied al- 
ready from tne very beimming but it did not come to a clear treak 
but at a very advanced state at a later tims. So therefore these 
' things one has totake also into consideration and I think in 
sone ways tne social sciences are nore obviously revealing tran 
the natural sciences because of the particularly glaring contrast 
between the metnodolory if applied to social matters and tne so= 
cial natters tnemssives, and tne fact that in the natural sciences 
the checks are caz2nzQ «= you kiew - I mean, Lf they work =e and 
in the social sciences ue ere toli we will graduslly pet a socjal 
Sclencs as Scientific and as erleciive as natural scienmes is a 
check which has never teen cashed: it's a mere promissory nots 
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without any sacking in the vank ond it will never be cashed, | 

It is a wild goose chase. “hat is the reason for our differing, ^| — 
Of course one would have to go into detaiis ami I resember I had ~> 
once a discussion here in 2 sciinar,. A colleague of wins, a very 
good friend of nine, who his a great liking for your kind. of people 
but we are nevertiicless friends == I put to him this question? 
can you (ive nme a single relevant fact which has been discovered 
by scientific political science? And hc pave ne to of which 

I revenber only one, but I assure you that is not a selective 
nemory; tney were of the swe culiber and baat doesn't ruke any 
differcrce, At the beginning of the Second World War people ín 
Washlncton believed you could not station liegro soldiors in the) 
south. I believe it was that. And then a social scientist in 
Weshington had the bright idea of making an investigation in the 
South and he saw tiat these officers in Wushinzton simply nud 
forrotten that certain chanj*es had taken in the South and what 
Uouid have been impossible perhans fifty years age or thirty years 
aco was probably possible nor, ‘iow == to which I can oniy say 
this: tust is a nere accident that this was dom by a social ECie 
entist,. A journalist could have nad this -= or any political 

. experienced mon eould.2ave had this notior and the purticulx 

. forms tiere are <= the testing by Joseph Alsop or suucons else 

is, in principle, as ood as touct, I mean, if thot is — tie 
discoverics of the natural scientists are rally brecaiktihrcuts. 
The dinensions of reality caw to sight which formerly had not 
been there,  3ut you cannot call this a breakthrough, I don't 
know Nuat Soceone else vould say of really startling: chanves and 
I moan chanets whica are not nerely ideas fashionable for five 

or tcn years like that of these people who uade The Authoritarian 
Personality studies =- you nust have heard of thats about twenty 
years ago that was the fasiten, that you must mac »craquality 
studies and tuere is a denocratic personality and then an zuto- 
craic onc == I don't know, I forgot =~ or the totalitarian pere 
somality. And the examples whica I hcord were really disvustincly 
Stupid, hay were based on a simple freezing of certain extrene 
"liberal" views and it uas only discussed in the fomi of politie 
cal propaania, So, in other words, a father who was somewhat 
Stern to bis sauphty child was branded as an autocratic person 
ality; they had nover heard of very stern democrats who had been 
very stern fathers and this icdind of thing. Today thatís forgote 
Ueno o o o WON, but fifteen years ago tuat was looked wasa 
ÜQrezv. breakuurcugh, that I wouldn't count; this kini of thing 

I uoculdn*i coum. And wactucer such things ag Freud can bo called 
a Specific social science breakthrou;h is another question but 
evon ir om: grants it it io really -- there are quite a few probe 
ions n you inau tae atterpts to apply it politiestiy are nob 
scthing to beast of Jut tuen tae examples would not be vary 
aDproprLats. 


l Im sorry -2 We did not finish our — we cannot co irto OVLT Ye 
thing, I Wcull Lie to mention omy two points of BvcociLn. 
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tance in today's assignecnt. Mr, uray referred to that. 


LOTES 
bk 


196 
interesting case =-=- th: interestin,; conplication: that the reginae 
: 4s of type alpha and the way of life is of type beta. You rarm- 
^ bcr? That is a remark you had, I mean, you have a democratic 
regine but you have an oligarchie mannera und stylo of life. 
Well, you have a wood conterporary cxomple in Lnjland of course, 
uhere the paer of tie ureedenocratic tradition is still suffice 
dently powerful to affect the life of tue country in varicus ways. 
So, I neun Aristotle provided for this. idnd of thing and if he 
did not provide for other kinds or couplications tue question 
ås wnether ae could not live been are of then, tien it would 
bo grave, or Whether ho just did not happen to think of ten and 
then it would not be interesting -e not, lundaaentally intercatinge 
Tho other point which is noh wore iuportant concerns Aristotle's 
reflections on the so-called econaric basis of tho various rejjie5. 
He discussed it especially uen hc spcaks or the denocracies and 
tuere is a different -e I nean, if tic rural pcpulotion prevails, 
if tho potty nerenants play à great role and so on and so on, 
And it would bc of sone importance to understand that in its ree 
lation to the Marxist view. In other words, in a way Aristotils 
also says the econatic things are basic but they are not tie nost 
inportant, whereas from iinrx’s point of view they are both basie 
and decisive ami one vould have to give sone thought of it. I 
throw this cut as 2 question. Perhaps sme of you who read your 
papers in the sequel ond caw across this subjcct would give ib 
gene thought. And taen there is another voint which we may taxe 
up on a proper occasion ari that is this: Aristotlo treats dence= 
racy and oligarchy as coamen forms of regimes and the more sophise 
ticated ones are rather excsptional and the really good ons, 
the true aristocracy ~- because what he calls here aristocracies 
are only so-called aristocracissa — oni, by the way, wuat he means 
by aristocracy here is extremely sizple to say: when in eloctiny 
officials tac consideration of virwus enver8, an aristocratic 
elcant envers and taat is of course -=~ and the technical lora 
is sily vhiss if you have election by lot that's the simily 
democratic netnod,. Uo consideration for persons; anyons can come 
up. out if you choose by raising tie hunds, as the ürceks said, 
meaning, you icok at the candidate; you know for whe you chooses 
then you are iikely clso to consider his meritz, Therefore, clece 
tion by raising the hands is, in orinciple, an aristocratic methode 
Therefore, what ve understand by democracy today, where it is 
taken for granted that uerit showld ve considered and wiere, theree 
fore, tuerc is no election by lot to speak of, is of courss nob 
Quito simply arisvocratic. But the point at which I was driving 
is this: the best polity is very raro, Aristotle doesn't cive 
a single example of it ever having been actual and this creates 
the difficulty. Is not uzat is natural, want is agsordins to 
nature, the norai? For exmamile, it is according to nature that 
we hove five fingra. Most people have five fircers. .. but 
how cane that in these matters, in political Batters, that wich 
is nest natural is the excepidon and the unnaturol, the pathe.Loges 
deal, the rulc? This Qu.ovion wa must keen in nisi but we cannot 
go into that, liext tine we will discuss the end of Book IJe 
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on, if I nay say so, your self-confidence seems to have gained 
control over the other element ami therefore it was less satise 
factory, Now what you say — you see, when hc speaks of tne vare 
dous democracies and olirarchies and how magistrates! seats and 
go on have to be distributed you have, of course, to consider 

tho earlier renarks about these various kinds of democracies and 
Oligerchies where you might have found a solution te sane of your 
riddles, Incidentally, when you refer to these constituticnal 
tricks, as the translators sayz the Greek word is Sophisa == you 
didn't say anythin; aoout Aristotle's veneral judgement on such 
tricke or did I overhear it completely? 


Mell, he appears to ‘deplore then, by calling them shans" 


Yes, he says — and what is the reason — he gives a reasons 
he does not merely express a preferences he gives the reason, 
That have we found outs because people are not so dumb in the 
long-run to listen merely to the declarations, but they will also 
see in what kind or actions their measures -= these thins issue. 
In other words, a certain measure can be presented as most cone 
ducive to the poor and then the poor, after a few years, see they 
are worse off than before, the playing collapses. I thought you 
should have mentioned it because == I don't know you, lr, Snowiss 
«e out I thou this is sonething which is in agrecnent with 
our general present day viswe and you should have given credit 
to Aristotle far that, at ieaste But, ood -=e nou I will take 
up a feu other points you made, You said something ee waat you 
Baid about a kind of Jeffersonian democracy is not altogether 
wrong, by no nears, but still Aristotle, I think, is a vit nore 
restricted than Jefferson was. low, then when you coue to this 
regine ~- to this common repine which is commonly best you say 
the goal is stability or equilibriua and you rightly don't soe 
why this should be tho most preferable from the point of view 
of Stability, in particular, because the Persian emire was in 
Rd ira Stable, We have seen on an earlier occasion that 

stoi 8 two criteria which to hin are equally import: 
stability and? : E 


"The Good Life?" 


Yes, well we ars now talk ng as practical nen in Books IV 
to VI. You know? What is the other crude political criterion 
apart frm stability? Thot cane up in the second bock, as you 
may remember, Does anyone remember? Perhaps one of you who has 
read the paper on the corresponding part of tne second book, 

I forgot which, 


"n treedo 
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|. Freedom, So, in other uords, Gtábility and frecdai, and 
perhaps Aristotle is right that fra: the point of view of =. . 
because in a denocracy there is a danger or unfreedai for the: 
rich ond in an oligarchy tiere is a dancer of unfrecdan for the 
poor, Perhaps in this middle reine everyone is free, I suggest 
this only. Now then you spoke of the status seekers. I know the 
phenomenon. I do not mow the book, but I suppose what I knou 
eae the phenomenon is enough for present purposes, Dut the quese 
tion is wnat -= I mean, surely the status scckerB are, I believe, 
sacuaethin; sinilar to social clinvers,. HO! they are very unplease 
anh people. I fully uree with you there, but I can’t seo how 
Aristotle makes, in any way, a case for status seekers by making 
a case for the iddle class. ijo let us look at tuo two criteria 
Which we have. fre status seekers or social climbers =» 
the kind of men who are born to be revolutionaries, traveling 
with a loaf of bread and a pun in their suitcases as ilolctov, 
as you nay remember, did? lio =~ they are pesceful peopis; they 
are not revolutionary. They try to make the best of the estab= 
Jished order, ‘They are harmless people, politically. They may 
be morally most unattractive or aesthetically, as you Bay, but 
they are not «= ond what ancut ee are they given to special law 
. dessness? Generally speaking, I think these climbers know that 
to commit any crime is not very good for raising ore's stutus, 
Titink what happened to Mr, Accordie with nis tax declarations 
amd then you see how umdise that is. Yes: you have seen hin, 
i*n sure, Jut then you refer to sounething wnich cones a bit clo» 
ser to the root of your difficulty. No social mobility, I noted 
dom, is what Aristotle presupposes. In other words, Aristotle 
docsn!t make allowance for what? 


"Social changez not very grcat social caange," 


What doses this mean? Try to express it in the simple language 
of Aristotis, What does social changes mean? That the rich bee 
COae poor or tie poor becax rich or what? 


"Well, I suppose it would imply social mobility." 


Yes, 50, but I think Aristotle did aake allowance =» he dise 
©usscs all the time — in the oliparchic institutions » for exam- 
ple, where cveryone who owns now so ond so ruch becomes by this 
very fact a inenber of the sovereivyn,. So there is nobility there, 
Aristotle wos not iu favor of social mobility, if you Want to == 
that is trus, ut he knew the fast. And there is another point 
which <= Aristotle doesn't Been to allow that there are cultured 
people in the lower orders, Wnat does this really mean? I mean, 
Act does this — don't forsst there was no = all the great bles- 
gings you have in this couniry fron grade school and hira school 
were absent from Athers, There was no compulsory educaiicne 
Education, in this sense, vas linited to pecole who could nay 
Yor that, That there could te extreely bright people in tin 
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‘Slower order — among the pesar wos of course known, but by virtue 
of that they would, even if remaining poor, no longer belong gimp» 


^o). My to the poor. We have a beautiful example: Socrates ves, ace 
cording to Athenian standards, a poor man. That is to say, he 


would have had to work to earn his living but somehow he didn't 
do that and tue reason was because there were quite a few woale 
‘thy men who tookmre of him, as foundations take now care of == 
good == but he remained legally, so to speak, 2 poor man, And 

of course no one in speaking of the poor in Athens and their claims 
would have thought of peopie like Socrates as a typical represe 
tative of that. The poor =e what Aristotle moans by the poor 

are the people without any distinction, and he takes this ina -/ 
very broad and therefore crwis and realistic way. For exsupic, 
lf such a man — ywoedth ip a certain distinction. Im other words, 
non=distinction means you to be nothing but a free citizen, an 
Athenian citizen, free nan, That -e everyone is that, J meen, 
 excapb the resident aliens; that?s ' . O course, but tiny 
don't count politically anyay» So there are various ways of 
distinctions, ‘there aro also ways of the cpposite of distinctions, 
but they are, politically, absolutely irrelevant; namely, the C 
criminals or those who navc been exilod, which is a fora Of =e 
tiat he is a presumptive criminal, So the distinctions are the - 
most crude: wealuh <= that rou see iimediatelys I mean, nct quite 
because there ore also fakes, but generally speaking if you Live 
dong in a city you know whesher this fellow is really wealthr 

or vhether he only dresses up for the cecesian to create the ine 
pression of being wealthy, Then there are the petple who ee dge 
ecending from the old femlidss, They may not be very wealthys 
they may even have oteae rather poor, but still the rearecs for 
the past of Athons -e engeminredof the great men of the past of 
Athens and therefore of their descendents = cives then sms dise 
tinction, Perhaps also coriain.aabiis they have preserveds even 
their econonic detail, Then there are thc mon of euicuro, aa 
they says it's a diifcrent Zorn cf distinction. They are nob «œ 
‘the difficulty which you hewe arises froithis feet, Yor. have 
the Simple distinction of the whole citizen body fron the erudest 
but therefore also most visible point of view, and tness are the 
rich, the peer, ard tne middie class. And what is now cnlled 
econaiicss; this econoniec corzidoration is the basis of the whole 
discussion of the middle cinss, [lou how they are related =» hoy 
this crude ~e Aristotic now nakes the point tiat these people. 
‘the rich, the middle class, and the voce ee that these peopie tho 
have less distinction, much less distinction fvaa the point of 
view of wealth, nay very well have nore distinction thar both 
the rich and the poo Sean snother point of view, I meen, thed 
iS not in itself an absurd tucunzs. i uil give you the very 
miu reasonss because we nave you ever ncaru f nlaybowa? Geode 
Vow the ScuS Oi rich pecoic move u greater chance of beceming 
plzytoys than people who ars rot so very rach. On the other hand, 


i | lavas? for a pots 
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the playboy and therefore vouldn?t acquire a serious cultures 
- The poor people's sons were too poor. Therefore very crudely 
°° gpeaking == but politically speaking mean crudely speaking =e 
“cy the chances are that the middle class might be the most solid 
"V7 elass in society, as always is. And I am familiar that people 
“are very critical of the middle class, which is now called the 
bourjeois, although tice bourgeoisie in the strict Narxist sense 
is, of course, the ruling class and not the middie class, but 
then they ure called the petty vourgeoisie — that ~- I would 
like to know what you have against the middle class, I mean, 
you nay have very good reasons against it but I would like to 
know them if possible. 


"I have against them? Nothing against the middie classo" 


Then what does your criticiaa — I suc, you think Aristotle 
hasn't argued out his point very much. 


tAristotie’s contents: a niddle class regime would be distinte 
-Jy -- apparentiy, would be distinctly inferior, insofar as 
this last point is coficerneds culture, 


Yes, but that overlaps, You could have — they are two dif} 
ferent considerations. One the one hand there is a consideration 
ec Well, let me begin at the beginning. For Aristotls or for 
the Greeks all political rights were understood as privileces, 
You must. have a special virtus, im quotation, for claiming rights. 
Defects or sufferinss are no party to political rights, Thats 
important. You know that many arguments in favor ox democracy 
vere based on the fact that the ceople who need the greatest proe 
tection, because they are exploited and 80 cn =- they ahoulc, 
for this reason, have political rights, They had tough pecols 
ee the ancients, A defect doesn®t give you any right, and a doe 
fect inakes you an object of ecmassicn but it doesn?t give yon 
aright. So you must have some exocllevrc2, some virtus, Now 
ons excellence. which was not very difficult to have, but still 
it was an excellerce; not everyone had it — was to bo a frees 
born Athenian citizen, That was very corm. Wealth wes 2 rarer 
thing becaues, as Aristosle says =e you remember ~» it so havnens 
that tho rich are fou, Culturc, as Barker says, or education 
Was another claim to disvincticns origin fron an illustrious fame 
ily, another clizim. Ali these various clains have to. be conside 
ered, especially for scceono like Aristotle who does mt writs 
for this or that political scoíety but for all political socie= 
ties, There are aluays goue socistics in which some of these 

elements are important, He nas bo consider then together and 
then he hss to raice the question. hey can we reach a Solnchon 
which satisfies these clzirs based on some exrellences ard rot 
nakres possible a nonechactic, stabie and fres cooiety. Tass is 
the probism, There is one poini which I think -e which interass 


RET erate rete: 


ms particulaviy in which -— I conti rewewosr tne wordiüg bis vasi 


you said ancunted to thigs Aristotle. ullows us to enalyss sones - 
thing when it exists, say an cligarchy oc democracy, but he doos . - 
not allow us to speak a priori e the word occurred. As I undere A 
stand you to meen, you canto predict on the besis of Aristotle. 
Ho does not give us any indices allowing us to predict. That 
is true -- it is absolutely true because Aristotle thinks polie 
tical science is not a predictive sclonco,. The question iss ia 
this a defect or is this a virtus? Low why is Aristotle?s poli- 
tical. science not predictive? Ons can use a very sinple word 
far that. Aristotie was sure that chanco plays a vary great sover 
in mman affeirs, so that you can speak of peoclivibicos, of likee 
Jihcods and this kind of thing, and you rust not forgot thet a 
99% probability is still only a probability. Therefore, taat 
dcesn't make such a =» because the practical statesaan. of course, 
has to allay for that ono por cent. Think of a general e bocauso 
this little imprcsablie marsh through which th: enemy carmot go 
Doepi ee they venli do that «= thoy go thers and win, And gine 
ilar things auply to political matiers, Duo this word chance; 
‘what does it mean?’ Aristotle was very wise in using thet, I tee 
Lieve, and he gave it a vary profound analysis of ij 20 the ssce 
ond book of his Physics, but Ist us try to ucderstend in cur cme 
 mCnesensical wey niae Chance means in these matters. Aristotle 
“3 tes was a wiss polisy is, and that is the proper crder 
fcr an oligarchy which wants to remain and if it does ‘thab it 
Will not last, so to soeak. Bub it is not a orediction, Why? 
Political stupidiiies, very greet political abupiditics. where 
ome could bs sure -- Niss men e~ that they would lead to ruin, 
ier be cancelisd by still greater stupiditica of ths enany. This 
Sixple consideration shows that you cannot predict, In other words, 
| you cannot ever knou the degree of stupidity, I mean, if all 
men were always wise there would ba perhaps, sous possibility 
of prediction, bat people are not aluays wise, You cannct kaos 
who will bs wise at a given mazent. I mean rob only one indiye 
icnals it nay also be a body of man, But, on tho other hend, 
an wise policy which showid lead to roin my lead to victory 
beonuss of ths greater stupidity of tue cnarr, Thats is ono exe 
anple of uhat is msant by charces the difficult task would be 
to link Lt up with the general analysis of chance which Avisiobila 
gives in the Physics, which X cantt do nou. Yes? | 


"I'm SIL uct clear on the point you mds here. I thought 
that prediction in any selenes, particularly in social agio 
enco, 1S alimys viewed as a statement of probabilities and 
not as a statement of absolitts necessity," - 


_ Yes, but then the question arises: to wiat extent are thes 
predictions of value in grave natiers? And whether, therefore, 
whe whole noXicn of prediction is not e» I mwen, within corzodi 
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spend the sumer, s2y, in Michigan he mekes a tacit prediction 
that we will be alive, if you call it that way, That is, of course, 
-. not a prediction proper, Ib is en implied hope, rather. Se we 
_aieys make anticipations about the future. Hor these anbicinse 
tions mney v3 more well founded, Jess woll founded and So on and 
80 cn, For exmpic, if soueone uakcg holiday pions and based 
on tho preciso by that time he will have von tho Irish SvaspGosk5, 
"that is rather foolish to do, whersas if he assunes he will have 
the same poor salary ho has now that is much more sensibic, Grane 
ted that. but still that is nob ee whenever we have =œ in all 
political matters wuen it coms dem to it a prediction which 
has ə high deerce of probshility is not a prediction, properly 
meaking, I wean think of tuas issus now: what is nirusbonev goo 
ing to do chous the Germen question? Thore are seus faces are 
kn, gone Izaks with his conversation with Decanis etes site 
and one can say — neka =- have expectations, but who can dars 
to sey I knox thos. You 296, and even if the ~- say, thoro sre 
fifitecn reasous in favor of Khrushchev's behaving in spite cf 
certain speeches ne nado, and oniy ono against 1%, you camos 
be absolutely sure that this one may not becouse terribly iyore 
tent in the interim - three days before the curmit ucetingo 


Well, first of all, X hæren to be in close o d 
think tho basic presies of thst your saying is thet uben 
the Givtustion is ausigucus, in a way, thas pocple canis con» 
trol. I euros with this, Sat I also agree that when you 
talk abous individuais like Khrushehey or any. e o individue 
al, this kind of predictive anslysis is very Limited, bub 

. Ilg just Zaks to nske tuo points, In the first placz, ib 
Sees to xo since everybodys. e e With any sophistication, 
I think. that oredicticn e= that no one mekes that abeolute 
prediction except if ho?5 a noden or a $091, it docantt 
scen to me that this vsally answers tne kind of =e ! 


Yos, bub tat woo ths point raised teres tunt Aristotle dees 
not predict, ikheb vurder tisse aud these condisiors — no, that 
he would even acnite Given thee and these conditions odiccvony 
type ons would turn into olivarshy uo, That he would do, So 
you ~~ tle Qucstion is readily nore addressed to lir, Snoriss than 
to zs. What did you mean? What did you expect from Aristotle | 
by his lacking a priori krovicdes? - | 


"Well. ho went throuch this rather Lone quaLityequantity 


serana and I was cemplainirg that utility of the schema was 
nissinge I mean, insofar as its predictive ee" — 


Of coussa it?s nob, Tho utility of the sohoms which Arise 
toile gives bore, as ual) as of tue one given in Sock LCE, is 
to vurenose exhoustiivenens, These oro the alitexurtives., ‘Tess 
aki these ars the pocsiblo coxbinatiess, habia s11 ho dseg 
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nay extend to all matters end ib may extend only to same natters 
and, furthernore, if there is to be a preparatory council, elece 


e -tion — which, as you know -- everyons who`prepares an agenda has 
7.: Saw influence on the cirtsone of the deliberatiais =- then the 
— o. election to this preliminary council, however you call it, can 


be done by los or it oan be done by raising the hands; meaning 
by Lot anyoro has a chances by raising the hands he must be, in 
sone way or cnother, an ovbotvanding mans I mean, a man uao has 
the confidence and the respect of his fellow citizens. You ara : 
dissatisfied? Naturally, because I didn't speak about that anye 
mors, Mr, onouiss, can you give — | 


"I yasn't referring to unot you just -- it was just the gchme 
Of — he starts off this sccólon ty saying he's going to 
associato certain types of rogines with certain types of 
Social structure. You inpiied we can use the term social 
structure — ii : | 


Yea, all rigate 


then ha goss on ond discusses quality and quantity distince 
tion, but then, as I said. at the end of treating this, 
when you have a certain type of regime -= oligarchy ee oniy 
then can you know that you have a certain type of social 
Structure fron the criteria that he sets dams quality and 
quantity. You can then imew that a certain type of regins 
will issus fron a certain igre of social structure,” 


All right. What dcos this oe I nean, if I can -- I donit 
understand you lus I try. What docs this mcan? You have a core 
tain social structure, sey, a preponderance of a certain tyne 
of wealthy cocpie, euch and suck a distribution of the common 
peole; you knoz, this thole thing, Of course you cannot predict 
wunab regime there ulli bo. They may havo a regime unich docents 
fib than because of old tradiiions wirich still Linger on or ben 
cause of some special. inepbntsa, because of a great aversion to 
change unich noy haye very good ressons when we considers ali 
kinds of things. Thot is a poini I wanted to take up: the dife 

2 with Marian concors with social, cconomie siruce | 
toule’s concern. For Aristotle tacie ig no such sime 
a aS lo appears to ba. ab least, in the ordinary. o o 
Hamciss view. Thet dceon’t folicz. A given cooiety mey have 
the wrong kind of regimes and for sane reason that may 1256. For 
eximplé, there may be (eat crisis of wars and this kind of thing 
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"e have now to consider what is the best constituti ion end 
the best way of life for tho g nojority of states and men, | 
in doing so we shall not cupiey a Standard of excollence - ~ 
above tnc reach of ordinary nen, or a standard of education 
requiring exceptional a menos and eminent, or the stan 
dard of a constitution which attains en ideal heignt. Ws 

Shall only be concerned vita ihe soxt of Life which most 
nen are abio to share and tuc sort of constitution which 
it is possible for nost states to enjore” 


Yes, well this declaration of int bontiion is not new, Avis 
taide had 3d that ab the bo; giming: hat just as the gyimas ie 
trains: nay we WLLL teach not oniy Eod the test equipped neon can 
becans mest oucsterding chamiat,. but vili also train the avere 
age man in a kind of average Kird. Whe cua applies to the pol» 

bicien. Aristcthis, after "having givon 2 eg Jets survey of the 
ober kinda of rogii 125 ae the various kinds of democracies, olie 
garchiss and SO Cil ee he turns to this obea great questios 
Nog jet us read the imediate sequole | E 


Thc favishooraciss?, so a of won we have just been 
z treating za i : mE 


In other words, his is nov the arlstooracys sbri ictiy so 
onlilod, tub certain kinds cf revives dn union see Jupoebtanos 
is avtechked to rcoxio a2 merit, pee also to toelth as weakth, and 


these are the scecolisd arist coracies. xes? 


"o e o Cither 2 au chs embra, kayerda the reach of most 
states, or ier c onc cibos, So closedy to obs 
csp ca oxi 2d nolit thab cher noed not be consiós 
t ba treated ss S!snidosl with ibe 
The issuss we de m á. can ali be decided in «ha 

ligno of oos Quy í acabat prictipies, If we adopt 

ag true tis sta tensabg mds An the iting ee (1) that & true 
dy happy ife 25 2 lifo of yocdnsas Med in fescdea fena — 
dmoesdinsnts, and 
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that vesdusss d in a ean e» 
it follcus that a pesab way of iiio is ons which ecnoiobs 
in a nsan, aud e moan of the icing wessiaghile by every indie 
vidual. Paschas Lus gane criterio ich douczz Mins WL2ohor 
the oliiscr-body have a posd es bad wor of Tifo must also 
apply to the constitucion; for a consiocuidcn is the LAY 
of life of a oitirzcen-ucóy, 


Yes? lob us Step heros Tho is vrzscoccoavi Ly unditorole 
The regine is seus way of Life of the ae Low wnat doso iia 
acan? First. tho fast gent: Des she sono. L8 the vay of Lite 
ee tai GlUN. SUSEDLOL Ge boon the Clu and Oe vezind cen DCLUSS 
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virtuous and vicicus, And vibat about ee way canst the polis bo 
virtuous or vicious? Because the polis reccives its char acter, 

; ite noral chatacter, fron the regime, Tho thought implied in | 
"bhis sentences the reine is the way of lifo, of course turns ^ 
up in voricus vars, eithough not in this shpie formula ob oil 
times, I have here a cessegs from Burke's speech on conciliniton 
with Anericas "My hold of the col olontás is a closs affection which 
trous fron carmon nancs, fran kindred blood, fra: similar priye 
Licges ond equal PUEDE bicn» These are ties woich though Lich, 
as air ore az breng as links of iren. Until you becone lost 

to all feeling cf your true intcrest and your natural dignity 
freedon they can have from none bub you, This is a conci ey | 
of price of mnich you have the monopoly" and so on, These i ings 
ewe the privi iisged i eedan we those things =æ vour letters of 
office, your inst imis S, your Suspending clouseS, your ravis 
tion sot, these things do not make Tep govermenie Dead s 


nents, passive &cols as they arc, ib is the spirit ari he Enelisn 
conien thal gives all their iite and efficacy % o instrue 


nents. lt is “th 28 Spirit of the Bnglish constitu iion ers i, 31niussd 
through the rihüy ASE, nerva adee y feeds, uites 
. eyery poro of the empire sven down to the minutsst 

nember” Whab Ari ashotle szys has Scueuning to do with thats 
there ws a Creek weiter! prior to Arist tler ees atel, OEE» 
who said the regine is the sou the bys € lich 18 Oniy ex 
Viae: couid siso have said that: that which onimabes a CLUy, 
which ; cives ib direction, vnich establishes its er riis era that 
iG pursues: tuas is the repime, Bub the. difficulis Su qual 
difticulty is before, as ie. Snowiss hes very we all ros lized, 

The sought tor _Commermea Ls o now is not uhe best regime. We heve 


Seer: the bess regine, the nest divine regiw is kingsiip and oe 
exisvocr Coys “striobly So calicd -- that was alketched — only s ketch 
e= vaurds the end of Beok OT. Let us forget abouts ib, and Are 


ai. 
istotle has giten us some reason why we should forest about 241 
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- usi! eU @ 
in these more advanced le: cS we advanced chyonoio sical Ay am tise 
things are noo lik “ely to coma. Les us look for that is the bash 
in the Gevelosed c ities ot Our BLS, i.6. Srisboticis ages this 
sought for ecwoniy tosto ljiou Avistosio makos nog eas PORT, 
refovring ere d bo his € cS, If d dus. bsn well said 


in the kbhicr - ic happy iite ig ied weeded “Vite according 
to virtue and m $ i cus is in the niddie, 4 is DI22XYenoSs, vhi 
iu is necessary eunt the noon Le, th: reges live is tae besb. 
% that is ismodistely seni: Avistovile alters the 
thosis of the Ethics Cecloivoir. Aristotle speaks of such a NANY 


» Ci 
9 
}~ 
l5 
t^ 
[t 
Qu 
Pe 
[^] 
X. 
o 
o 


--—— (SS ns Crem ne he 


Such a virtue, as eYuryoro can ochievo. Virtue i in the dde 


S625 ee thot l nona. Mvistouie n ber. very cleoxr i E 
Ethics =e the noon ~e hore oro the cxbsonos (1ariing on dice! *d) 
em US Mean is not nenicorizy. The om Eus ih the peas Bene. | 
as i said on a forner ococzion, if you avoid tne defects of bha 
foriv extrenss and comino Te adyvairhtaces of tho opbronsz You 
mse have & pedncinie Cifficront Seon thes of She oxbrenes zad 

that privcinie is 2 chos and, -Theb eR eT es ja vou PEs 

be: "SO seuccinc HOW DUO Lb dooB “et tae ts aa the strisci M mu 
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large bodies of mene That — in other words it's a deliberate 
. deviation frca the highest, The whole argusant of the Politics 
.. Gg very comlsx and perhaps today?s assigiment is particularily 
^". difficult frea this point of view. The arguient of Aristotle 
= * poss fra. the discussion of tie mos% desirable rogine in Bock 
III, via this which we discuss today =a the middle class repgima 
- to a best polity descrited in Books VII and VILI, and we must 
gradually unmierstand tuat movement. - 


Yow the solution, then, whieh Aristotle suggests is the rule 
of the middie class. Middle class is umerstocd, to begin with, 
in an absolutely external sense. That is Aristotle's peculiar — 
om and sabristy: that hs is mob cuttemptucus of the obvicus. 
The nost obvious is the fact that in evory socicty you have rich 
and poor peas e he hos said this more than once =e and you 
also have pscoie in the middie and the general notion of the mean 
is not entirely irrelevant ners. dust as ye have seen on a higrhe 
er level of rcricction that virtue is a wean there is perhaps 
sone virtue in mean == in the middle as such, even fran an exter= 
nal point of vics. Now how ces he show =e that is developed 
in tae seuqusd ("In all statess e o o) Noy no, no, walto- Ue 
cannot read ercrvthing, We must skip thes, but here is the great 
step we have to considsr, férisiotis brings this up in connection 
with the question, a rezine wich can be cammon to all cities 
é that rogo is tae regime of the middle class. Dosa he nob 
presupposes iat thore is 2 micdiz class in existence everywhors? 
Hou forgot modern nooions of bourgecisis ard brade and coxmerce 
and industzy ~e- just psoolc, whabsver their source of Livelihood 
may bos 1% can, of course, be fascring as well as everything cisse 
is it true tuni there is everywhere a midds class? At any rate 
that's the greet probica because if there is not everywhere a 
middie class or the middle class is so weak as to be politically 
irrelevan,. when you camc have this most co:mon regint everye 
where, but Apisvoule soill dccsn’s tall: nonsonss,. He says if 
there is to be a boso reginas which is possible in every city that 
can oniy be X2 there is a sufficiently strong middle class there, 
The middle class =- Aristotils nates this clear =» but it is in 
the niddie — vios is tas virtue of being in the widdls? Arise 
toole never baliz abstract: thas ne Soeaks of sans in all Molds, 
He thinks of the mean with viich we are here concerned, Peopls 
=se human ueings sandwiched in bosxoan the rich and the ostra 
Sandwiched in: that isons Limited. They ore nore limited by an 
outsides socizl foros bnan the iuo others, Being hemed iu they 
are more likely to listen to rezso. He refers rice in this 
context thas they ave nost Like3s: to Jisten =o in other wards» 


they arc leash Likciy to get vaat.they want by feres, and theres 
forc they are most likely to Iisten to reason, More generally 
Stated, thoy are nmosù cos foe victu, waich doosn?t moan that 
there cannoe te rich people who are virtuous and poor becol2 who 
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tho polis desires to consist of equat, Do you have that? E j 


-aA state ains at boing, as far as it can be, a society Come  .: 
posed of equals and peers; and the middle class, more then 

any other, has this sort of composition. It follows that 

a state which is based on the widuJe class is bound to be 

the best constituted in resneet of tne elemsnts of which, 

on our view, a state is naturally ccunposed," 


Yes, let us stop here. Now what does this mean? The polis 
in itself is a society of equais and similors, Avisiotle S2y8e 
This is what the polis by nature tends to te, What does thes 
mean? How what -e I nean, Jet us look at the facts before we 
try to understand this seemingly abstruse statenent. what is 
a polis, from the most external ceseriptive poins of view? A 
socicty consisting of free, male adults 2e the addition of women 
through suffrage is oniy a secondary thing which Aristotis approved 
and dión?t think =e a polis is a society of free, mais edults. 
Yes, but what -- a trade won is the same thing. Lut they are 
frec, mele adults who mip one another tarard security all eround, 
but nore than that. . That would te mere lifes toward the goed life. 
Gocd jife san be understocd in a strict sente — an exacting sense 
- and in a looser syensée Here Aristotle, af course, is think= 
ing only of the Iccser serzse, This cooperation of the frce mele 
adults is 2 kird of equally. There is no a priori reason uhy 
there should be insquality among them because they all ars Gu 
posed to do habo But tksn we are confronted with on obvious 
difilculuy. Hos oll citisens ave, in faci, equal. You ese hers 
also, incidentally, why Aristotie’s first definition of the polis 
or of the citizen was given in terms of democracy and why denore 
rasy and oligavony, Uso forms of recublican povermietbe o o o(in= 
audipie due to airplans). Not all citizens are in foct,equal, — 
There is groat inoguoligy and, again, what ls the grestesé ov 
p-avest inequality unica mecis ths unarmed eyes that of the rich 
und tue poo. Tou remember the sbrong emphasis of Aristotle on 
thate -So where does the middie class cons in? That nust be une 
derstood iron tais saint of vios. The city wants to bs a socie 
coy of equsis. Tt is, in fast, a society of mequais, Hox can 
wo geh the macdmm of cquality in spite of this greas inequality? 
Anser: through the prenendserance of the middle class, The mide 
dle class are as such equal aiorg themselves. I mean, we dont 
have to use vory fine instruments for that and you can, of course, 
Say the poor ere ea ual among uviaselves and the rich are — you -— 
con Say that, Bub the middic class mediates between tho two radice 
ally unsquai ond therefore radically opposed parts of the cemmne 
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ity. Thus 2% establishes ee the middle class is a pyouo of emails 
Set ee) TES ese. acts E dius fes g l S ei e^ = as a 
LUR €QUAZIAZOS oho CXc. That Ís «= Aristcvtle may be absolutely 


WIEN, bub this is whet bs mesma, Practincliy syewicins, the mide 
die tlass bas someteing in oculoa with the wich: pronari: Soa 
ef conflccnzilon, Ib has somsthing in comen with the zcovi they 
are nob rita: Shey ave Paws i 


ie wg? 8. 7 LJ * e * H 
i Lu lode] ^ a.u? ‘> ‘oe Orn fe ot m om 9 . - a. was aft wes a 
Site? bd. uio TPOCGLOLA ey OF Velo. onte 


^ fm oF nee xvi. "eun bh PIE ws} » Be L9 LA r ae es et M M 
Gove Caso LXLLO thom with the poor. Thos is the point «s you 
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wanted to say sozething before ond I simply forgot to call on 
yotle o 


"In tko polity, does the middle class have a moncpoly of 
arns? I mean, I ask this avestion in terms af = are there 
real linits on what the micdle class con dov? | 


Yes, it all — Aristotle knows that. I mean, anticipating 
the later developnents or rather answering oho qusstion I raised 
before, there is not evorywhere a middle class which can to help 
ful. You ul have a very powerful oligarchy anc a very powerless 
demess early ped Ages, -What can you have? Only an oligorehyo — 
The knights, the cavalry =e in the Middle Apes, which Aristotis 
did not mou, "ard in tho Greek Middle Apes, ad which Aris dos 
knew. Then you have a situation in whisk you have a very g 
ful demos and a couple of wealthy isnijies <= relies of sen 
times or perraps some wealthy merchants; whatever they may bBo 
There, the pororful C239 - I naan, who is ees deere SUDSTLIL» 
who defends the city end 50 on and go on, and whose collective 
wealth by fer smrpasses the wealth of these fou iude: cro they 
will have a ceuocracy and the utmest that can be expected. =- that 
theymigns, for reasons of nere wessodicnay,U refrain fron confise 
cating property because they might say -e because they all ars 
themselves sume property CEReTB -- you know thas oven the poor 
doses not mean pexpera of courss, Ths paupers had slays no pole 
itical — hed never oclitical importance -9 the paupers as paue 
pers, Even Narsig gees st is of coursa noi =-~ are noo pous 
‘pens. They are pavrers, perhaps, in extrene states of uninbloye 
mens, You know? Then Í coy approach ib and then thoy don’t bais 
it like panera. So paupers =~- that is brus to doy =e I mean, 
in the sad story and saae sad amzmentery on. tke camassion cf 
the human race. bub panpsrs mover pls ered any nolisical Sic, and 
P thas a poor =æ gd gmi Larners. ‘for exampisc. and they bavo 

czytain interest in laua o? inhezitonoo => you knou, Thoy may 
have conficocóozy taxes which milk the rich; surc. they would 
haws zo obj SOURCE, bub under certain condikious i could bs shown 
to than that if thoy mili the rich and they move out to another. 
city e» figit of capital eo bheb this will do iun sens hors 
and so they evon may retrain from, o o e This isa denoorecy. 
nevertheisss, Ther is would bo -- in both cacos it would o9 
inpocsinis, So the best regizs which is moss Ir possible 
is rot universally possibilia, That must te clear; Wee this an 
ansyer to your questien? Qood, Yes? | E 


"My question stems fron a concern with vhothor Arist6h2. 
sufticientsy esuzblisisd pe the ee whebher pawer willl 


we Hr 


ca less manage te corroe the mideis clans then i4 oxi 
in any oix the sicsess. For PRESA: i Gan ain of 


historical instensc3 where the mide dle cless bas obom its 
quite iI we 2 doel 


ae 
we 


dnp 3 GIS pIa e. Wea Te NP A ep 
g TSG te Per ta ome. * j T. UE Y 


br op § s ~ wmm $ "m T eon s T3 > in e mla R ve mets an ^t 
to i£ an a: etu em ss Bos bros ens are it203 de. rp ER aa QI OIF 
she ^ cm t mat PD eg ^—— 7. WU 
in the camiy years of EYOLOA hisoosy, for SOLS ot 


ynen? 


209 


"Well, take the July Monarchy and toward tie end of the July 
i l - 


a 


cep. Yes, but I must disappoint you vecanse the July Nonarchy 

^C Was in fact — and that was the objection to that by thoughtful 

~ nen like Tosq:eville — wes the rule of the rich, It was - I 
wean, they replaced — you can say the bourgeoisie provided you 
say tie rich bourgeoisie, That wos the rule of thc richs the 
bankers played a decisivo role and the more noderate people like 
Tocqueville were, for this reason, in opposition to this bpourveois 
king Louis Phillipps, They tried to get, you can Bay, sonc more 
middle class rule in #8 but that becane impossible because the 
poor, the proletariat, came in and created great caiplications 
which freightencd tae Fremh peasants for their property and 80 
for their protection they turned to Napoleon III and there was 
no middle class rule then either, The Third Republic could pere 
haps be called taat way, You know? Established after 1870, and 
this was relatively stable, I nean, you cannot define tne sta- 
bility of a regime in terms of the stability of the given aduine 
istrution, I nsun, it is surely a defest, this constent turning 
out of uinisters, cut Proms was an anoazingly stable country nee 
verthelesa,. You know? Anda tm French constitution was destroyed 
ag you know, by Hitler!g — 


"It sceus to ne in those years that France was stable, but 
also you con call it the stability of stagnancy.® 


Pardon? (Inaudible renarks frar students), But one points 
regarding the problem of suasmancy == you sce, what dces starmane 
cy nean? What does it mean? Lifelessness, deaths — that is, 
of course, bad but if it nears no great social changa that is 
not necessarily a defect, From Aristctle!s point of view it was 
not a defect at all for ore deeper reason which is ore of thc 

c great differences betveen cur orientation and Aristotle's, We 
are much nore sanguins then carlier men were, We have much greate 
er hope fron change, Saachow the old belief that change is Likely 
to bc change for the better, i.e. propress, still lingers on; 
Aristotle had tie view that change is nore likely to be chano 
for the worse than chang fcr the better, You remeuber the dige 
cussion in Bock If: you my cet a better law but you also destroy 
a certain habituation and therefore you endanger the habita, 
So stapnancy 23 you call it -= that Sii ily wouldn't exist, I 
Meany, Geath of civic spirit; bet that cannot be called =- that 
is corruption; that's not stagnancye Stability was regarded as 
the uost important consideration, Yes? i 


"In connection with iic, Jartholonew!s point, it seens to 
De that if iristovle's arguing that the middle class forns 
the nest virtuous anu ziso the most stable == Stabiltzing 
= then one would have, it seeus to me, to ask about tania 
proposition in tie ligst of many historical exanples, aa 
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you've been T" Jut it sees, jo ne taat. iue: are plene 
ty of historical exauoles where the uidile class support. 

of a. regine is neither stabilizing, nor is it virtuous. 4 
Perhaps this example that you gave would not =» 


Yes, wild you ees an exaplc so tizt Ican see what you 
are driving ate 


"How about the liazá party? Here we have, it seens to 6, 

a preponderance of petty vourgeols -e of course we nave to 
qualify hat we nean by this a great deal — but I think 

that the elite in this case was like the elites in nuny of 
the sort of indigenous revolutions going on new, That is, 

it was a niddic ciass novenent and ít was a pones nove 
non. 


In the first =- vell, I mean if one leaves it at middle class 
one would have to say a middle class in the process of conpicte 
disinteration, a dispossessed middle class, and that these people 
can becane vicious applies, of course, $0 all, I mean, not only 
do I think of tic ef eee of the hulation, but I bolisve ir ove 
 Jocks nore cissely at the fanous overt happenings: en wuich were 

tic classes who supported Hisler nost powerfully in tno =e built 
him up — you inou, later on everyone was caught. I mean, im 
other words, if you look at the olection records which I omiy 
remember dinky but the I believe I rcuenber 
well enough, There was surely substantial support fron the rich 
ee beginning days — there was the first class of pecple who bee 
cane very powerful, were tne Protestant peasants of wortuern Gere 
1anye That is generally not - I mean, the vague word petty voure 
Cois doosn?t uwan that, They vere partly yery wealthy = extrense 
ly wealthy land amera in th Northwestern part of Germany, There 
was where the terror bezan in Germany, Then there wes a consid æ 
crabic =- yes, surely the white collor workers played a conside 
erable role. You Know, people who == you can, if you want io 

use that «= vou can Say oceople wio wanted absolutely to distinguish 
theuselves from the munual uorkere, You knows, as it were, tie 
nomcazicsioned officers of imlustry and camerce who tried to 
act tne part o: officers, You can put it this Way, Yes, but 
taat didn’t exist here for Aristotle. 


“io I meant that this sort of movement, this kind of natione 


alist movenent which is a niddle class rationalist novmasnt 
is very caupiicated =» t | 


Very — that's the ward, 


Seo and Itn saying this as I reestate Aristotle's proposi 
tion, i'n saying that aristotie failed to make an iscovtant 
qualifieniion of this ele Keer tion; that AS 5 that tilo Stabile 
dizin: ef f7e]5a Js o; of the middle class only holds vite cone 
ditions cf a fairi; stable cconcay or an expamiin: econciys 
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If you have a contracting economy it seems then tle middle 
Class doesn't act in this stabilizing and virtuous way," 


oa I fully agree with you, uut I would say we cannot leave it 
at this remark and there wild be other criticisms of intividual 
statenents of Aristobie wich we are bound to make wit. equal 
Justice, We aave to push these individual criticisms oock to 
the principle und the principle can ve. stated very sinpiy as fole 
tows: Aristotle did not know nodern society, this society which 
is sonetizies -— were such words as nationalism, capitalim, as 
ideology, you know? It simply doesn't exist in Aristouis?3 hore 
izon and the (meat task which we would have in order truly to 
appropriate tix sound things in Aristotle would be to analyze 
tuese nodern phenomena which we take for granted — to understand 
their iner venesis, You Know whet I neen? I will deaeribe it 
ee I think e- well, remember such things as Marx's analysis of 
Das Kapital. what docs e do? iie acesn*t vegin vith the kapital 
in tue way the Wall Street Journal Would speak about these nat» 
ters, he (oes back to the origins, ‘ihe origin is sauething, 

os ho puts it, Like commodities and then he says yes, but what 
ig a camodity, A commodity is not tho veginning. The besrinning 
is things we need for our warmth =- true or fancied -æ it doesn't 
wake amy differences, ics, but when ne tries to develop that — 
how out of our oriaory needs, witout any distinstion between 
true and fancied, exehanzge enorges ee because you pot sawtiuing 
vnica I don’t have and vice versas we exchan;e ib - and out of 
that noncyo Taiere is Aristotle, às he biaself adzits. Low = 
Do, in other words, then the question arises -~ yes, but modern 
capital is not simply nowy, After all, in th older societies 
ca.uerce was rather maryinad, «ne chief economic activity being 
agriculture, Yes, but this encrmous cauplication and witi infine 
ite consequences which affect us every day wo cannot uxierstond 
if we do not begin fran scraten, Scratch is not preehistcric 
Lan of whoa we know infinitely little between everyone, Scrutch 
is the only coherent attempt nade to give a detailed analysis 

of 2 preenodern, pre-capitalist society and that was done by Are 
istoria, I nean, Plato gave this analysis in bis way, which means 
it's noi very easily accessible because then you have to study 

a Platonic GizXogue and where most of the things are not settled, 
Aristotle's book is infinitely straightforward caugpared with Plato 
at any rats. And here ve have that. Se what I'm driving at is 
this: the Greek city-state ~- you have heard this expression <= 
that is so unintclligibia, Whon ve look at Aristotle hinszlf 

he didn’t say he's analyzing the Grcek city=states he is analyze 
in; the city and the city is for hin tho natural ssociation of 
nen on the hicnest Level, the natural association sufficient for a 
truly Bun lfs =- mcessary anl sufficient for a truly inzian 
life. And tis society is cuuracterized by tbe fant, it is natural, 
because it corresponds to men's natural capacities, I vave this 
Gxampiss a Society in which there mst be a considerable sncant 
oi acquaintsme, personal acquaintance, among the members. unich 
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. gtates definite limits: ycu cannot knos millions. You can know, 
. r- directly or through others, thousands: a few thousand, Also that 
ly; it is really taken in in onc view; timre's a beautizul which I 


^; cannot better translate by this long English troonslation =- 


= World con well ue tuken in in ono view, 
We will cone across tuat in the scventh book, You don't «= I 
can 9 which was a villa; o6 camared to Chicago was, 
for Aristotle, unvearably bi; because, as Aristotle put it, when 
tae enenies were in in one morb, the other part didn't 
know anything of it. What of comection and coherence, o a tue 
nodern man has succeeded 1o an amazing degree where you find come 
pensations for that, After all, we mee our presidenm ial candie 
datea, Lveryornc can sec tien on th: TV, but Lhe question is, 
is this the saxe thing as wnen you have -= everyone, so to sosak, 
has gone to school with them. I exagerate a bit. It makes a 
great differenc?, Tne things which people say about Vics Presi- 
dent Jixon =- you know. sxe people think very hiphiy of hin, 
some think less highly of hin = are ultimately matters af ‘guess 
for people like ourselyss, The facts which we know are not cone 
clusive, If we would know bin intinately we could say which of 
these interpretations is true, as would be oi soue importance, 
idee for our voting, Lut yivin; another eXanpie, tne probo 
lea of the netropolitan area — you know this great problem e 
whers lorge aggregates as large ayyregates -= they are too hig, 
Sescthing uaa to ou done avcut it, but it is surely a sociai i21 
of tic greatest crder, an indirect indie rio that Aristotle did 
not talk nonsense when he apoke of size. 


(Change of tape). 


e e o oSOCivty cannot be taken in in one view and therefore thoy 
turn, for exurpls, te small socicties ~- face to face groupings 
and what have ycu, That seems to me the hopsless beginning bes 
cause these face to face societiss are already molded. == they 

are already what they are -— by the political society, by the 
regine within wrich they taxe place, The natural model I would 
Still make =e or to be nore cautious -- the most convenient model 
at our disposal is Aristctle!s analysis of society, Such — for 
61x:::0212, the distinction between state anl society remains 2 iere 
datum which ue take for granted and then we may give beautiful, 
definitions on the basis of all these essumptions. If ue do not 
Co Sack to that simpler situation : “nich antsdates the split, the 
distinction of state ami society == again, I have tried to pive 

a sketch of that when I spoke of whe difference between Locke 

end Aristotils cn a former occasion, That's the only reason why 
fin: so interested in that. I would like to understand end I think 
as social sciemists if is cur Guty to try to understand, Arise 
toule truly stas ira scratch. hat he is a genius of the rirst 
orcsr and does not write ror the meanmest capacities wno. in ad= 
dition, would liie to reac as thoy rui, is unfortunate, bub on 
the other hand, it's aise fortumate because ne compels us to think 


E 
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And in Aristotle one con gay 2 211 relevant fundznental conaidere 
ations orc ing I uentioned on a finer occasion =» and toere. 


nay be future occasions « the preat problen — well, modern Sòs ^ — 


ciety a9 ue know it is unthinkable without technology in a very 
emphatic senge and the fact tint you say tiere was also sou: teche 
noalozy oi prixitive peovle doesn't help you any to umerstand 
this kind of teclnaloyy, ut ihis technolo;y == what that is 
is very hard to say -e very hard to say waat we nean by that wordo 
It is of some mip to realize tat what we understand by technole 
ory is not possible iituout science. We. imow tliat not all teche 
nolojy is based on science, liuny inventions are made by nonescie 
entists, but on tre other hani many inventions would be absolutely 
impossiole without scicrecea 50 tuat requires science, Science 
hes here a social importence titich it did not have at all in fore 
ner times, Sven such a mister of science as Aristotis did not 
believe thot it is possible or desirable that science should have 
such a significance o Aristotle nay have hean wrongs surely ne 
ray have been wrong but by understanding the reasons why he took 
this stand, uiy he made these renarks for example: slow change 
of laus and wast slca change in tie arta and all this kind of 
thing, we beccsie, perhaps, better analysts of our problems. I 
mean, I'n sure thai real thought about that wuld shed sai light 
- rmiodiotely om the problem of higher education, for example, which 
is, to a large extent, an education in ecisnss, and what ita line 
itations are. Connected witu that, the last point I would like 
to make is tnis, ‘There ore no ideologies here, When Aristotle 
presents a position of the rich and the poor there is no - I 
mean tuat is one of the camionest errors cf interpretation, There 
is no ideology. The rich say == are straisntforward; they say 
directly what they think, This is an errensous thought, accord= 
ing to Aristeaia,. They say the wealthy contribute nuch more to 
political Society tuw. tue poors therefore, they ought to have 
to say much more and they give sone other reasonss a wealthy nen 
is less likeiw to exbeszle then a debtor and this kind of thing 
we Durcil(phuforuzrd political arguuents, They don’t maan more than 
they say and no amount of psychosnalysis or ecclal analysis, what 
have you, can add anything of relevance to that. There is no 
Goctrine of tae whole, of the historical process =- nothing of 
this, I would venture to say this < and I vould also «e lot 
me linit myself to this polni: I think that those idcologics, 
as ue call it == call then — I nean a3 we have theu today == 
are nodifications of vnat the Enlishterment meant. In the graat 
Enliphicnuent of the 17th and loth century ceople theught that 
Spreading the philosophic truth about man and Society is the most 
inporient thing ior inoroving scclety, Thot out of this crew the 
habit of pnis on such genorel theories tor gustifying or rae 
tioraliziuz politisal estiess, Whether that may have still fure 
ther eee-kiscory im the religicus tradition of the veut ee thats 
a long and difriculM questia e but eortainly in Aristotis that 
doesn't exist, Aristotie is sure that the true understanding 
o scolety is lined vp with the true uncerstanding or the unole, 
Vrat ig ine truth cl ine E cu whien fi, % bie Coe 
giusisgs that there is som connection, to put it miley, betree 


ak 


Aristotle's Palizics end his Ph vicas and letaphysicas purely. : 
But the theoretacal errors — Say Plato's, Bay Parmenides or ler- 


°°: alitus ond sa -e thoy do not include a different political ore 
 dentation, You imow? Just as a difference — take today «= bee 


“tween two melear physicists may be, politically, utterly irrel- 
evant of coures, and tie same is true of tue difference between 
philosophers. That — we must really liberate ourselves frou this 
notion, ‘he attempt is frequently wade, especially by iurxists 
and cryptotiarxists but also by others, to find a kind of corre= 
lation, say betawon Pluto's and Aristotle's political philosophy 
and his uctaphysies and a supposed political philosophy, say of 
Heraclitus or Thales nayba, to his uetaphysic3, That is u nere 
postulation without any shred of evidence. In otner words the 
concept of idcolozy =- all thes: concepts whieh have grow out 
naturally —- I mean, 1.0. without any malice or forethought e- 
out of thc modern development -> such concepts a3 ideologies and 
60 == pust be reconsidered, They become catcn<-alls wüich are 
no longer helpful for unalysis. It's,of coursa, infinitsly more 
convenient to use then uithout thinking and all that but we are 
nob terpted to do so. There are certain concepta in winch it does 
not make such a great difference. I also would admit thats I'm 
not a fanatic, but still to the extent to which we hers in such 
à class are concerned with the theoretical problems we have to 
pay attenticn to that. . Let me state it generally. AlL typically 
modern concepita are derivative from the classical concepts and 
one cannot understang thess modern concepts without having unere 
stood those concepts out of which these modern conccpts uere des 
veloped, Therefore, especially Aristotle, not’ because I have 
any fanily commections with Aristoiie but because Aristotie is 
Sinply the mest explicit and meticulous analyst of these things 
whon we have, Yes? 


"Well, I can't really answer everything you ssid, but I really 
think your position is closer to the modern view than ycu 
wight think in many ways. I ire tiildethe modern view simply 
rejects everything the classical people have said <= # 


| I kincs, but this, you s5$ «= I know thet. But you must not 
forget -= I mean, really, Ita a friend of peace and not of var 
but I must say that this carsible attitude which is hunanly so 
likeable is theoretically dangerous becaugzs these touch miya who 
Bay that's jus: bunk compel ug to take this possibility seriouse 
iyo The others, in their zíiconess and cocentness, bury the probs 
den, We praise them for their peaceahlenesa; wo nust bisne tiom 
for their buriai., | 


“Well, I just wanted to say ons more thing and that ws that 
it seems to ue thet in really analveing the classical notions 
of political thinzs and political foundations this is a usse 
ful war ci bocLhnzing znd 1 think in order to wrdersiznnd our 
modern ccmtents, This as ussiul in the way thot you pan it 
Sub 2b Stem tO M2 unn you Tires dogan wais corse C3 vas 
first ony yeu Seid Ursos taal you wore Gozng Wag ee 3 Goat 
know box vou put it but toast Aristotle, in 2 senso, can ree 
pisce madern social scicmes, The study of Aristotles o o o 


s" 


iier; nou; | dise ios you modify this view to say 
sancthing a Little bit different." 


a Very good, Is this not necess sary? Have you ever taught? 
“Have you ever done amy teaching? I mean, in a college ar grade 
wate school. 


"UNO e N 


Yes, bet perhaps that =e I don't imow how it is if you teach 
the three R's — that nay ba — out =e. 


"Yes, I can sec what you mean: this ia a ueni pedagogie 
devica,” 


Yos, more than that. You sea, I would put it this wap", 

Hot. only do in grade school chew tne gm so thay don't 
listen, You know, they do much more than thet. This svecpirg 
and unqualified statement must be qualified, tut it would be in» 
dofensiole and would be mere rhetoris if it were not true, Uot 
i will try to show you by == now let me put it this way, I fore 
> get the exact wording, but Jet me assume I said that Aristotle 
provides us with the framework for understanding social matters. —- 
I repeat tixs, hat is the fravework and here is an entirely 
. different framework => that's the typical 3.8, Pramswork e 90e 
Glial science, I nean, I know that there are various sub-divise 
{ons but tley bave something. o . in camon, iow, what I say 

is this — and tne true representatives of that say that/s ik. 
Low, whut ia the difference which I say now? Indeed, I still 
belicve that's bad -= is raally bad, inadequate =o but it grape 
pies wath sonething with which Aristotle did not grapple. . o 

and that is modern society, Now modern society rests on cortain 
fundanental ceorsepta, Alley me io pub 4: in this crude way => 
eertein fundamental premises, end they are here (writing on biacke 
board), I don't know whether you are helped by that pictorial 
representation; I ma. o o o How what I say is thia; this, here, 
which Aristotle did not knw can only be understoed as & redical 
modificatixa of the Sristotsiian, So the fundamental frurevork 

is the Aristotelian franevork, That is what I honsstly think 

and what I, hou shall i gay, vagualy said at the beginning, That 
is really waat I did and i “thins - now — I give you one example 
mou, which is not =- procebiy not good encuch, but I have to speak 
ef that becanse we have certain tins Limitations and we have to 
think of them. loy in this section, which is very importane and 
wezy difficult =- Aristotis devotes the lasi part of it ta == 
it's alvaye a gication of the variety of polities, but as a whole, 
ard therefore ro wants also to find oub, naturally, being a po~ 
litical Bcienti3i, the soccitie x litical institutions charactere 
istis oi eazh of ths various regines and that he does in an aï= 
most mathematical way, The text is in very bad shape and that 
eregtes - in this oara ulir section =- and that creates proat 


difficulties and has created them for sone centuries, Now what 

is the nain point which Aristotle makes? He says there are three. 
elenents which ve mist presuppose in every political socicty wi — 
this is the deliberative clemonts the magistrates, and the Judie 
ciary, Does this remind you oi somethin? 


"The odern breakdown of goverment into judicial, executive 
and legislative." | 


So, in otisr words, this is the point which still survives. 
We still seem to be conpelled to nake this distinction, but if 
we want to wxbrstand our distinction -- because even if someone 
questions it today, you know, and says tnat/s8 all still. ə o old 
stuff, it is bound to <= the substitute for it can only be undere 
stood as being the substitute for that, The least you'd have to 
do would be to go back, Bay, to the text of the Ancrican Consti- 
tution for exampis, but that is older, That's Aristotle, Theree 
fore we have to raise the question, what is the difference between 
Aristotic's Seaching on this subject ~~ brieMy, the triepartis 
tion = and tile :cdern teaching, How would you prcoced, by tir 
way, technisally in the simplest way to clarify that. I man, 
. Aristotle you know, We have scan -e tac end of Sock I^ =- thats 
easy. But what about thc modern view? What would you do? 


"Begin with Montesquieu?" 


That patter very high, I would begin with the text of 
the United Stat titution, All rigas: but then I go hack 
to the Federaliiss Papers and then the Federalist P: cers tell me 
to read MontesquiPüe. i don't have to Have any Encowiodgo cf my 
Guns aS Gimpuc as isi. Good, Now -- and Hontesquiou gave this 
description in a famous ae being a cesoriptaicn of whas? 
Of the English constituti This is the famous chapter siz of 
Book XI of The Spit of Les. This, in its turn, is modeiled, 
and that is aircscy a part of esholarehis <- that one knows that 
- but on a very widespread scholarship =- on an ancient pieca 
which, in a way, is closor to Montesquieu and hens: to the Federalist 
Paners then is Aristotis and this is the historian, Greek hiscorian 
Of heme, in particular: Polybius who devoted his sixth book to 
a deseripticn of the constivuticn of Rome, That is a text which 
you could read enaily — four hours <= ossucing taat you have to 
read quite a ivu papers of ths Federalist ?ioer8. That is sil 
you need to understand, but you Rave to road them, Now let us 
886 -~ po Stop by Bto What is the most striking difference 
betusen the Einaudi lian teaching and the teaching cnbodied in 
the United Siztes Constitution? You have the three elements, 
TAci is a, Trey are preserved, but they are modizicd, 
Hoa are they modiried? 


The Aristotelisn is the magistrate == " 


Yos, the magisivatss, the ruling of £5 
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miell, again, it?s difficult to tell exactly what — if this 
means the executive — " - 


That is good. ‘That is very goody what you say, That’s the 


beginning. What do you think? 


"Tho difference wiich I noted — which struck ne anyway <= 
was that it seared in Aristotle that both the deliberative 
and the nagistrate branch could initiate or had gonetiing 
to Bay about logi lation," 


Who has to say something avout legisloticn? 
Moth the magistrates and the deliberatora." 


Only — well, the izgistrates only in a secondary way. Let 
me beyin at the =- the nost simple begiming would bo this, Lou, 
first point: Aristotle makes one additional point which is iupore 
tant, You have three elenems. Which is the most important fran 
Aristotle, the highest, tie nost authoritative frau Aristotle's 
point of view, lir, Snowiss? 


"Tho deliberative” 
he deliberative, Wat is the equivalent of the deliverative? 
"Well, our Supreme Court." 


. Hos I mean, let us forget about all complicatios. What 
is the authoritative part according to the United States Constie 
tution. 


"The people." 
Yes, no tiat is here but =. 
2. 8 e or the lgislavors," 


The legislative; the first thing you have to know is tie 
substitution of legislativo for deliterative. Great step, bee 
cause deliberative includes such things, of course, also 25 war 
and peace wüich in this country bzvpsn to be also delegated to 
the legislative although the lepislotive has, as such, nothing 
te do with wor and peacs, Thatta a matter of individual necasuress 
Should om doclare war to Japon after Pourl hartor, That's not 
& legal question; it's u great political qesticon, I read to 
you a passage fra 2 nan vno i3 culte famous ond Las santhing 
to do with the Amcrican Constitution called Joun Locke. YPararraph 
tiree, LoCo right at tue besinning of the Second Treatice Of Ci 
Geveriment, "Political power, then, I-take io oc a ripas ol making 

S46 eth tonaleies of doolLz" and so on and 69 on Locke Léene 
tifies political power with legiolutiwe powar, Why he coes thet 
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& is a long question, but that would surely be =e Aristotle never 
.J].does that, nor does ee do that. Locke does ib, Nai once 

^ C we understand that I believe we con understand also the other 

i chance fron the mayistracies to executive, What docs tho exec- 
utive execute? The lows, So whereas magistracy, while is is 
also dependent on laws, must not. have this emphasis on the exse 

- cution of lays and that this is a difference you can sce tron 
this simpic cxampls, \hen Generel Eisenhower invaded tie Curopean 
continent in 29h); he obeyed an order of tue Couiander in Chief, 
the President of tie United States, and he acted on tao basis 
of a la! ezpovering to do 80, Bui sqiehow ~=- then General Lisene 
houoré8 ccesmand to General Patton and the other one — that aren't 
legal measures, They ~ I nean, I don't say they are ileyel 
but they arentt measures of lax, You sees I moan, while it is 
within the framework of the "it camot reasonably be understood 
as an execution of isw os you could understand an arrest cf a 
speeding driver as, obviously, an execution of law, I do not 

-how go into tuo question, Mid o position is broader =e nore caa 
prehensive — or norrover, I oniy try to show hou one must go 
about establishing these differences in principis, 


Now 2€ t ue turn to Polybius. Polybius has -—— to do 

with thet, but Polybius also described a mixed regina and he docs 
this at nuch greater detail than Aristotle dossmything cnd a 
mixed regine, i.c, one in which there is a monarcki¢«, or uuasie 
mevarchic, an aristocratic and a popular elesne. The nonarcnic 
elenent in Rose -~ or in Englands king «0 no in Home =e the Cone 
suls; the crisiocrctio celenent, the Senate; and the popular ase 
scublies are the popular element. Tne sae is done by jioniosquieus 
the King, tac Courts and tue Gammons, but what's the difference? 
liontesquieu ecbinss the Aristotelian distinction betueen the 

wee Doers with the rotvion of the mixed recims, Polybius doas 
not do that oni that à ,& vds fact but what doeg 
it neon? Polybius! key "thema, you can say, is that of checks 
and balances, That is not Lontesquiou; aia Polybius, The 
checks'and balances alone vill prevent misuse of powers sirpis 
idea cond just as it is in Liontesauicu and is in the Aocrican cone 
Stitution, but om thing is absolutely striking. In rolyvius there 
is no principie umerlying the division of Yr. Polybius, as 
It were, says I ta ji political pawor and divide it into 
tree ques s So tnat it is nowhere =- channels also e- so thet it 

nowhere too olg and this separation will prevent the ovorbeare 

ingo There is no principle given although there is, perhavus, 
Something implisd ~- that you would not make the Senate the cane 
nander in chief of the armiea, ilow can you have a body of men, 
of hundreds B Len - Sure. But tncre is no principle stated, 
ln Hontesacieu there is a nrinciole stated, The power musg bo 
divided — Lum das total of palllls2al power must be dividod int 
legislative, executive, ond Judiciary. In Aristotle you have 
a distinction of powersy no separa ticn of powern. In Folytics 
you have a ssoc7aticn of the sum total of verr into were cr less 35 
iurec equal paris without a principle, In Nomeaquicu, you hava 


Mixed rigime 
Sepa radin of powers haseef onja oo nndis prrnetp Le 


219 


a separation. iuto thess girse Aristotelion powers P there. 
is a princinie involved, How what is chat principle? Orco again — 
e sizze the whole thing is stated for political purpose8 - — 
th sufficit clarity in Books XI and XII of The Spirit of ' Lous m 
stin the thing is to do thase two books — to read tnese WoO — 
books, I bEXievo that won?t take more than half an hour Tor a 
gencral fomiiority, What is the key point? The escurii ay of 
the individus, The security of the individual exists if the 
" Jegitlstorg «n» judges, and the exequior are different individue 
alo, different i1egal persor2. The un paro may; do his worsta 
i noon, bo may have a very Aniquicous » But the executivo | 
has to have bis om <= in other words, ae obsys a lows he Goes 
not necessarily add an animes of his am to the wickedness of 
the legislzbhce. the some aopiies to the judges. The division 
of power is the only E ss Zor ths sccurliy of the indivicual, 
lio in PolyGaus eu Poly: & thought of froed in generalo Sure 
dy there wocid he Popule en 3, bub the presisea nobien of cocuve 
ity of the Emivicual is zob. the overriding concern of Polybius, 
as libi do a as ib is the overzicing concern of Aristotle, Therese 
fore, Nontesouica’s discussion ef the division of powers — scp» 
arabion of powers ee is lirzzó up with the discussion B, escecia iy, 
of penal Jas becouse à & pers Jew affects the security of the ine 
. diui dua. to ths extent to mich he is nezaced LOVSTIZSRG 
3 SO Sho Key point would then be the gece 
Urey of the iun p as nho overriding sorco. Then we wake 
onc further Sten, TER ATy of the securisy of the individual 
= this F Founda a pota precise exoression in modern tines, vith 
whieh you are 2. feilin o and that is she rághts.of mas. the 
natural Digna of Salha zu is so I mean, lite ecovieu i5 an exe 
reucly shremd and orcad tin fzkep and he £298 the probism inhsre 
inp in shot motion very woii. 1 Tuin omiy give you ous indicas 
s whion is sucsinmy bib aice insimistiro. He sayo thos Sir 


William Pouiir ee vou know. in a wey tho fousler of political erone - 
ony == hac flyarred ont the yeluc of a kuman being. Boing an scone 
caist everytting has a valis: evan we too mist have a valuOo 


licntssquicu Gas no Cees LO ngu. Exoopt tis: how did ns 
figure oub tos valus of a bhumi being? He iccked a zo wnat a mman 
beinz was f fczocbinz ab the Siva: market is ^ ides. To which lione 
eoquiany ian wise French nopisUuraus, ropiisgs that may be the 
value of an Enctiemman, There ars eod iius in which a human 
baing hag z touch ssallor valuz. In som countries the valuo of 
a hvnan boizs ls even ayorcochine sig Ang in Sens countries 
io nay to 3255 then “eves na ciinine of very GIRL. 
Ceazity cs Una have anccuis fonins. New then of courgs you can 


easily cse EL tris aficots e issue of tna richo3 of ESIa What 
is the i of fro riche Gf 3iz3 Lite bes no value? In sther 
Words, hse saw tuei the nobros rivet desteice, as vcunlily sisted, 
is n vo nl Eau CI prono GlIZioulolol. bus shill, meverchse 
dscs, the móussi rinht poiccinice aye the bogimning e- mes she 


ve 
AP 
a e 


External, bas tae utr baginsing of hic viele argmmcny. So v2 


mS 


havo then Sane Then xi wouid Ez Ue $9: m ae the que stion, that 


“And this notion of nab rim as the B ht which is a Jegiiie 


nate claim of an indivicusl, nos a lay, not a duty. That is realty 
& concept which is hardly cider than Hobbss and clearly developed 
with avareness of tie corse ences only ty Moobes. Yes, cut there 
is another notion a and that was | bue natural Jew or notural right 

in oho sense in which the Grooskso understced it. Surely, wo ie 


to understand that first in order to ses what such people like 


Hobbes and Lesko cid to it, You cannos understand :ichres or Locke 
if you do not know ~ in tne case of Locko, every chilà knows 
thet, I think, al ‘though not all scholars e» that ho quouss looker. 
You knou? Richard lockers but he also meiifies hin wimout cookae 
gising this wee dob gae) aly, aud therefore you have to were 
star Hocker. ad Hoctoce, to ses whe, precisely, Loeke is 
trying to alip i da "and is goneraliy spondas ee that is miy ows 
example fron moy that the basic modera concepts =- I moen, by 
basic I mean nos those which wort basic in the seventecnih cone 
tury Dio even ikose which sve basic now ee cannot bo ariiculatcd, 
properly understood, U2L0385 We go back to the poins uhere a die 
racb analyzis of politico pkonamena with full clarity about wnat 
anes was coins was dono . ond vaa ean, foe Dip PUTLCESS ys © 
always Aristotle. Yos? 


fItd just like to add one Looinots. ə o o ib scons to me 

. that in cortain of the latest medsrn thcugnb, a at ieast in 

ons Schcol, there's besu a kind of rerun to Arisùgtise e o o" 
. Mo, I knov of ~e I moan In y noo kno uhat you Say, bui 

I have observed that changs, 


"Yes. Tt ecems to us bhat. hg example, in a bod: uni 
is not here in Pu libary vat, but kas fusi bes 9n puiicid, 
a booxr on oho polities of ducis iue arses, e in the inbtzoe 
ducticn to this the mun. in analynin £t various 1ixd; S of poe 
litical sysisns, procua eg Sf Shing thiig vary close bo. 
Aristsiis wien ho says thao Vo stperaticn Oi powers, Or 

c ST OIS. uro these pes the Yalccooklntv. 
! Ty Ona ihe ruie-adjuciocuirg, uhish «= in 
2 way at rsouzzlnz to Avistottals ode of pannu the founne 

zors dinelucs Luo noù separa, He saya thes 

even the America: Gorzíéitn ALTA se the idea of separateness - 
is iyksccy 4o Stms GLINI ee go in this consc 1% Evens to 
LS that he's sstutidiah7 to o mors olassio kind of aopion which 
is aloso Jike Arictablets and not igs Pelytius? ap iicz5oSe 
quieus op icokossp.u 
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using on en&irely diffe vent sober, provided the Scheme, Or. the 

fumdanental concepts or categorics, however you may call thet, 

have been clarified on the basis of such a starting Yvon Aristotle. 

I see no other practical way to do thas. That is =e d d ig > 

an experience of many years, Ucu I supposs isis very Se Ua 

omibied many, meny inporbmt thingss only uns point i could ive 

to edd os a transition to cur further discussion =~ that I think 

Hre Snoriss is right. Trab common regine which is nost ccmmenly 

prac ie as the polity i bolisve that too =- polity, Lote 

the polity te boing a kind of aqnaltificd demoorzoy. I think that 

is correct. Tho diftMculty is only this: that Aristotle Scum 

hardly any "actual excele of thas. You remcrber? That quosoion 

we have to merry because that, I think, was the true begimning 

of nodern political phile Losspuys cho observation that the boss 

regiro as Piso end Aristotle uudcrstood ib, cvon in this vor 

sober. way in which iù is ixan bors in tho fourth bock, is ho ny i 

ever actual. Perhaps i5 has never besn acusi, Rees this nat 

SbOS tnat there is sascthing urng regarding the whole ocicnize 

tion of the classics? That was the step ubich Hachiawelti teok 

uhich can be oresentad tlthouws any reference to nasiy ninga and 

Sizpiy this consideration Odo Ak the uncle political eamexs 5o 
, Of manking Goss not S Pus a single tsxemis of the basi regime, 
- on uhich every level will take it, how can you say the besi roe 

game is ihe rogine according $0 DATING, wudoh is a YVSry gyrase 

tive arguness as far as it gocs and it gess very far and — toe 

eause you have to consider not only Macüiavolli, bub also ths ^ 

nen who icmovod on Machiavelli after hin. The only Jusuilisge 

tion for Plato md Aristotle which ozs can offer E unio: ci 

the nE o? the idea of the kesi regime not lead nclitieal 

thought into still greater difficulties? Yaat is the only decent 

kay, I thick, in which cze can elaborate that, Im sorry for 

having kept you so longo E 


d 
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s» e o e NOG only in the conclusion a sense of tic difficulty and I also 
liked .articulorly what you said about making a distinction which 
is not made by Aristotle explicitly between tho avoidable and 
the unavoidable chances, and which inplics of course — which 
is counected with the «question, although not identical with it, 
which we discussed on a former occasion: whether prediction is 
possible or mot. You were aware of that. Vell, the. approx 
of Aristotle is, of course, entirely differems than the Dre sent 
day approach, I will toke this up lator On. ‘Yhere is ono pcint 
which you nentionod which secus to bo to vesin withe 
Aristotle saya that all bolieve in proportionate equality and wo 
have heard tuat in a deusocrecy all bolicvo in arithuc tic equale 
ity. Now how can you reconcile that? | 


"Well, in a democracy everybody believes that thoy ere equal, 
Therefore they should get an equal shar@e e e e" . 


i that proportionate? 
"Tf they're all eque, I mean o~ : 


if they a11 are — | ius 80 that ono can he’ ~chare ed 
with the other, thon thoy all should get the sane shares in polle 
tical pover or enything eise, bub chiefly ea ase puse SY, iiCw 
can you reconcile that, or is tha principle of prop welonete eguale 
ity also recognised in donucorecy as Aristotle unde d it? 


"If you can epply prewertionate equality to a group of equal 
people, then you will give than all equal rigsits. o «. So that 
they are compatibis, If you assure that all the pecole are 
equal and then you uoroiy apply proportionate qualis id unis 
is the sure as nuwrical cqudity -- if they're equal, In 
- other words, Le says tnoyire egual,” : 


Now, Jet us sce whero democreey, as Aristobte understands 
it, admits visibly a propariional, e equality which is not iGonbie 


cal with numerical equals v7. li nemm, where the differerse appears 
in thet cass the differences wouldn't appoar -- the case renbioned 
by you.e In that case prapor sional equality would coincide wii 
numerical emeality, Let us takes simple cases. You must rob fore 
gst that Ax vástcoiols political teaching wakes Lor granusd privata 
pronerty and thersfore ales property OUREY Bo Sone hed caall prope 
erties; come haa iergo preceriiess seus had no proseriy and there 
is also 2 exchanges esnocnalkers ond 1 SELKOLS, OF 7 uha hare vou, ant 
poyagiczams, Ucu in all Gress gesses the peoale take foo som 20d 
thao there shovid ton rroszoziicnate equ2jJitr. Poo cmmsie, whey 

& porter deces: a min Sho oniy carries burdons Bn ERO’ eco Í BCOOAI 
else, ond à pihyeicinne tho: tno physician showld eet, Lose his | 
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So we have a large sphere, although it may not be politically 
gn Saaportanb, but still a lergs sphere in which everyone takes it 
Coc: “fer granted. Nor, furthexaore, let us look at the physicians 
oi: §honeelvese Fron the poin£ of view of proportionate equality 
S " yon could say that the first rate physicion should be rewarded 
differently than a bungee but that doesnt work so casity, as. 
you nor. So, in other words, there we have to be satisfied with 
a rough kind of equality. As Aristotle puts it in this section 
of today, in a different context, the few are domos ~= à sccLety 
of equals auong thasaselvos., Now in which respecte o e e she demos 
is viso a few, just as the few — the physicians — are, in a- 
way, a denos: colioctive of equalB. The reverse is also trube 
How can you show that? In other words e- yes? — . - | 


` (Inaudible response), 


Hos I nean, which incquoliXy is taken for granted by deusocracy 

as Aristotle understands i4? Which political — now these incqual- 
ities of which I snake hitheris =- tne economic inequalities e 
&ro nob, aS such, polijins! inequalities, ct least noù those i 
mentioned. Now, but whick insquality is taken for granted by 
denocrecy? | | BRL ' 


"Hatural inequality between slaves and free born," 


Yese You dorit invo to say -- you donit have to add natural, 
but nevertheless it is zoci to do that becaves to the extent to 


- 


uat sn, 1 * ^ g a n am ctm vM gx. 34$ a 4 e PÍ at 2 
which we can speak of a G5sovy of ancient dsmccrecy, of which 

- lien] RI A SU enu rh atom Yi. P r hs 5 T . "AU Im em E a 
we have very litbie trance ee phere ie a renark, ior examolle, in 


tae eigaoh book of Plato's Henblic when he presents the dencce | 
resy end then the demeera& says mo natursliy fres men would stand 
foe any other vesino sxecot dancoracy. To that extonb you oro 
righb. Se. in other uercs — bub roturrinz to the cinmosor ievol, 
of course there ara resicent aiiens. there are slavcs, there are 
children, there are crimimsis of varicans dssrees who are also 


; « ¢3 ile esf epee 
uncouct, Soa certain inc 
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means sone fom of incoquerdtr. come fomm of incqueliZzy io built 


in in Gexocrooy as the cizssicg understood i$ ~e I mean «ise, 
the vecoles unterstocd ii.. That should be clear, AnG nai ths 


f m Pes A - she S o e i f -. 2 are ay k m ` &- 1 a ^ "a n 

questicn is then more presiseivy ahics is the incquelity rogarde 
sa x e ^ à V t be A : , . ‘Seg cal : a - a 

ang wealta. for cxamis, solitically as imsortanmt as the «ich 


8377 That's the issue berssen the dsmeerats and the oligavobs,. 
Hut thas the insqualiiics are nolitisally incertans and thst the 
rigo ordsyr is ono Which makes proper allouance for the politicale | 
ay r231evont inscualitics is admitted on oil sides. This mich 
on this points | ; | 


kos you Said, and yen novo a perfect justification Lor thats, 
in =-~ I cupposs thirousa Exrker «= end that is whet you ssid zb 
the beginning: tno Subjecs abier of the Dock is rerelwsicn, - 
ioc are aware of ib ang Sines you are aware of it vou nicit ba 


NT ad 


22h 


able to toll us what the eabarrassing thing is ih this respects 
‘(Inaudible response), MN MEE 


I see: you have only a very vague sense, That's all right. 
lio; I don?t think that I can dispose of the vagueness, What one 
would have to do is really to make a survey study of the concept 
of revolution which presupposes a history of the term revolution 
and overyone of you is in a position to begin tnat study by Leake 
ing ct the Oxford Dictionary -- the article, revolution «e whore 
you will sse quite a fou things. Zut that is by no ze2ns cuffie 
cient, One has also to go back to other parts. Now I would like 
to nake ous renark, Aristotle uses two tems in this discussion, 
Une is stasis, which I bolieve docs not exist in muy -- is nob 

English word, I would translate this simly 
by rising, 2 risings standing up. That's ono thing, (Yes: my 
S's aro not very good bub you got it). Now the other term is 
change of regima, The tuo things arc not idcntical, There may 
be a rising e- not every rising leads to a change of reginso 
Aristotle gives somt examples. 'Ünore may be a rising ~~ for exe 
ample, vaat you nave in Korea now might very well be directed 
only against Ehee’s administration ond not seant to be a changs 
of the regime proper, This is on unpopular magistrate or gereral 
or what have you. On tho other hard, nob every change of regime 
canes about by a rising. Can you give us an exoupie frou Arise 
totle? 


(Inaudible response). 


Ho that led to a rising, but if you had, for example, o change, 
slow change so that tho mmber, in proportion, of the poor becars 
much larger and then a certain nomenèt on the basis of the estaba 
lisked clecticon laws, a change of regine, So not every chen 
of regine coes about by a rising, and yes thsre is Sous connese 
tion, obviously, and everyone senses that. Let us make iù clear 
in tne simplest way what the connection is -e in the most supere 
ficial way, to begin with. Where do you see == there is a cane 
rection and that connection entliies the tranalators to spaak 
of revolutions because today we mezh hy a revolusion, not urivoze 
Sally but ordinarily in political talk, a combination of a rise 
ing and a chan:s of reciza, It ia not tru? French Revolutions 
the English Revolutions; ths Russian Revolution; the American 
Revolution = lot!s not forges that =» was siso a rising and a 
change of rewire in spite of what some so-called conservetive 
writers tedoy assert who talieve that the transformation cf a 
monarchy inte a republic and the abolitimof any. eouivolent to 
a House of Lords, properly sgo called: hersditery novidiy. is 
trivisl, Hoy == co brs is the commscticn botuoon the tue sinea 
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Bou that is very vulyanly ond popilariy expressed but soncoimes: ` 
it is good to do so, The eaincidence of the tuo is we WO MOY 
conpara to tae violent death of a regina. A regine may elso dis 


. without violenz9. Ib may cinply decay, but the violent death 


£p thb ost Sooctacular political happening and the nosi incise 
ivo ond therefore. so to scy, uhen each of the tivo olemcnts, the 
rising and the change of regime, avo in its fullest force then 
we have thet coincidence oz both which is now known by a rovolus 
tion, But a revolution is not a term Which occurs in classical 
antiquity altogether. Revolution originally ~- the primary noame 
1 we I don? think that the term revolution occurs in classical 
Lotin at alk, but it bas a Greek and in Greece =» in 
Greck the term occurs, That would be called apacyelosis. That 
would te in Latin rerolucion. lios thot means Guemisg svound € 
a revolution ==- the sork af Conernicus has a bitis, Cz Tho heroe 


Intion of ths CeJoshial Orbs, Revolution is this Wiha of “wing, 
Dub ib nay saso ce clanules!: that doesnt make any differencts 
You come back bois sane point. Polybius, to uhon I referred 
before. last tins, in nis assount of the verious regines and how 
they change inio one arcthsr speaks of the revolution oF the ree 
gímcg but he zeass by thot not the change from one regine into 
another but this mevemers. You begin, say, With idineship. That 
decays into tyranny, Then thers cones aoristocresy3 thon oligwe 
cby, Then you have dencoracy, Then ycu get nob ruis,. Then you 
get tyranny ana then you begin to caus again, in revulsion to 
tyranny, to kinsthin, and won ib goes ayeing ‘That is opo revo» 
luzion cccording to Polyb: Yes? i 


"I vas going to ask: is there ever any conceps of a limar 
change, I msan starting from kingship, going to tyranny, 
then going back. o . eo kingshipt "s 


Yes, but hou do you com from ~e I mean if you have this: 
^ 3 kingsnio == byransy, or io may cs came 
plicated buit zbili, and then how do you vet back execpt by a Oye 
Cio? That is tae esheme prosanted by Ploto in the book a- ibo 
PBepubi)lo, bue that prossbpcz25 ubat Plate dsesaly states this 
Movereas bette. And Piste coasks of a cycle in another works in 
a diffsrens context in his cicioge, Sistemo So I think thet 
m" e E Raai 5 : 


is for us sirezZy the implication of Plots sacking, Yes, buo 
wnat. is tha citforsnceitaem wa sneak of rovolutions boisy, Vep. 
of courg?, aso nave in mina sucesasfiul risings which dead to 
a change of teense % thet is nob quite whab uo mean ty ite 
And thoreicre irom cur grercises poini of view the esaorlies which 
Aristotle gares muss oon vory patty; I mean, very dev and bore 
ins and thea noXractiona oZ musiker this ragins is chars2d in tas 
listis yay or in unis bic uzr and ae. Bob vo kave to Leck ab 
sup consir? af vocation. Wheat is the basis of cur ee Estat, 
what is ths sopixical basic for our presems dcy cencsos of Tevo= 
lutio2? 

Well. I think bhat teprinsdem ceneeps of revaluticu else 


m - 


` 


rove s 


includes to a greator extont an. economic change in society ot 
Yes, that is a part cf, surely,. the Marxist dectrine. But 


still, precissly, the Marist doctrine nekes also a distinction 


. - 7 


betucen political revolubicns end social revoluticns, It makes 

a distinction, and Aristotic is, as such, here concerned only 
with politics] revolutions <= such although he allows for the sige 
nificance of so-called economic things. 


3 
1 


(Inaudible diae 


Yes, I think that is cruciol,. You know, we have these three 
great factss the english Revolutions ee the two of then, 160 
and 1600, the French Revoiubion, and the Russian Revolution. 
And the other ones ore simoly a kind of illustrations to these 
three, And our concept of revolution is abstracted frau taat 
modern experioncs. And here you have, indeed, a linear develop- 
mend, lI nean, iv becomes, according to the claims, ab any rabo, 
ever wore doaccratics the clains, whatever the reality may peat 
Then you got into difficubtics, Then there wore soecalied Fa: 
cist KONO anne in our cxriury but sincs thay were obviously 
in tho inverse direction can they bo called revolutions? That 
leads to poeta difficulties and tuat depends == if you make 
bdo distinction you wake a valus judgnent ond therefore «= you 

ake a valus judgment, So there is a right kind of changes they 
ore "povolutions. The wrong kind are countorerevolubilons Or whare 
E have you. but thon the question ls, waat about the standard? 
urthermore. thore is also iplisd a certzin sense of direction of 

the whole movement: so a kind of prediction regarding the futures 
which is also iupiic tied ani which ig -~ which Aristotle does noi 
assw., Yes? | 


"Id just like to say that I don"t think always tho concept 
of revolution nec saüucily Iuplies 2 value jucsment. Why 
couidn?t it bo dsitinsad in these terme, o e o Say, violen 
and sudden charge in 3 regims which brought about a radical 
and massive eniit of power isoa ons segnent of society to 
anovhe:T* ; 


in other vords. you would alueys include the eias of vioe 
AETOS, necessarii. Yes? 


Üo o e o Might you say thet the Anerionn Revolution was a 
massive political chenzs freon one centor of authority to 
another canter of auuhoriivye e buo wks 0g visu on 1b «e 
I noon. io ves a matural tilts and in this sensa. e e o" 
(These remarks paroly Lnauclole} 


Yes, bus you nust not forcat Burke wrote his ee Doi 
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revolution of 1739 following, in jas. and m of. 168809 in - 
England and this distinctiscn was - then applied to the differsrea 
beiween tho Americai Revolution and the Frosch evolution. [Erke - z 
thought that tbe American eolonies vere furásentally in the right 
against tho stupidity of the British goverrment does nob in itself 
mean that he diacn’t say ib was — that he denied it uas a rovolue 
tacn. It was a justified revolution, Later oy in opposition 

to the French Revolintien, he deveioned more of a doctrirse regarde 
img revolutions and said, one could Bay perhaps, this: doi ensible 
Changes, sound changes ard indefensible and msound cheznzes,. 

And fron this point of view he pub together 1680 and 1776, He 

did not speak of 1610, following. And you mast not forget thab 

is so much linked up with Sho discussion of that time. That would 
mot be immediately sufficient for building w a clear theory of 

— as to vhat constit: uos revolrulone But you also wanted to say 
sanething? : 


heh. 


Mell, I was going to say thet revolution seons to mo to 

have tuo connotations Por ir. Barthoiczew: one, sudden change, 
and tuo, Wiclencs, You have both of those thinge connscted 
with the usy he uses revolucion,  Howewor, if vo also use it 
in a nore diffuse way to cover Such. things as industrial 
revoluui On = x 


- 


Selentific revalution <= 


" ee sciemsific revolution and all kinès of social rovolusions 
and even things thich are strictly political like indigenous © 
revolutios., which we speak of today -- indigenous revolutions 
in undsradeveloved countrics, which arentt, strictly spoake 
ing, recliy very sudccn or really very violent in many cases, 
so in this sense we!ve diluted the meaning a great deal, 

it sesns bo uo, fror the original conceptions! 


Yes, ond our general inclination to Mike big words of this 
Bind e~ cther big wer = we dislike, like virtus ee bub this kir à 
Gi vordsts liks. Tbzü's quits $ Tuzo But te came beok to the 
main point which was inficztod in the dictuzsions I think she 
chersoteristic difference nstsean the nodera concent of revolu» 
bion wa the Ariscotelion contspë is that the modern concoyi i3 
esmnscted with 2 onilosoohy of nistory, That I believe uo would 
aivays = Shile bo iscr ee noo uUnother we are confronted vita 
e^ isolatsd definition ubtch mov te wholly wnvzolotod - put b KIM 
we allou the mez to have kia full Say en the matter. Avis — J918 
&oztzius cf revolution res nothing chavover to do with 2 pkiissoe 
my of history and that is sob e is inisresving eron Lo "acusa 
bk uas Saenz nave ef tra Past thes thore was. vary brarciy 
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perience, which Aristotle couldnt know, and there is, of course 
we squcthing of this kind applies also to woderntimes, I noan, 


to the devoloaasenbs in tuo early Middle Ages, very rourhiy speake 


ing, and so one could speculate on the basis of this. Is ther 
not such a lay of socicties =. leb)s say developuent - a low 
of this kind of thing. Aristotle had suificient materiais to 
develop thot, bat he didn?t do that, Ab the end of the fifth 
book he bas a eriticisu of Plato's siuple scheme and there he 
wivos sane of tie reasons; we will discuss that noxt times, Jub 
now I would linit myself to only — to one pois. Whatis vhs — 
difference -e tix precise difference between Aristotle's opproacn 
and the modern approach? By modern approuch I nean that which 
is churscterisuically modem, I do not deny that there ars nen 
in modern tings who look also at changes of regimes and risings — 
a this per spective, I would say thiss Aristotle looks at such 
risings and changes strictly politically, in the way in waicb 
they case to sight to politically acting wen as such. For oxome 
ple, whatever Marxists cz also non-ilarcists might say about the 
tremendous differences betucen the present Russion resine and 
the Tsarist revim:, there is a very innersant poink which is, 
Of courée, identical ond that is security measures employed by 
Khrushehsy or z3osvor ls soooially in chasge or tha and by the 
ministers of the Psarsa, Tne preservation of the raging o Who 
will vins: whother they will preserve that regens Sn whether tho 


regime vill be cestroeyec, is impessibdis to pr rodie ct 8, OF uncthen 

it will underzo slow chances which will bring 250u60 a diffcronb 
regine in tbe ocurse.or senerasions, it's impossible to nom 
You know tust fren today. Lo one would dars -- no responsible 

ian would care to build his policy vepgording üussia on tke preme 
Aso that this regine will have changed within fifty years ints 

a so-called more libsrs3izod version, I mea an, you noy hose that 
== you noy couch with thot possibility. You zzy say, we muss 

act in such a uay as not to prevent erch a dsvolowmuonb, rorhanse 
But to take ib asa basis vonid be a criminal £olly. And so really 
no one knows, Theat is the situation with wbioo ve are noe emay 
concerneds. Ghat no ono knouc, Ani therefore the question ariscos, 
Trai the poing of view of overy regime, hew to preserve ib and 
what are the pcoculiap dancers to which this pomuliar resins is: 


i ep Mos: since thers a axe other tyres of "regime, meaning mot 
only this country but cencoratic regime and this subedivicion, 
perhaps, of a cC écxcorotáo regime, to sone eacisas you are able to 


generalize and tnat is wagi Aristotle is doin; bere, | 


One can also state the Aristotelian viou popularly as fole 
lows. There is no rsvolution, there yes nevoy a revoir chen, thera 
Will, never bo a vevolut Sion iu which you can Say the fabe of mene 
kind is at steks, Ue mover saye tees. byb cheb ig the teeth jne 
dicaties, Ho's a much more cract GLOOi, and to seme extews "ed 
technical probicn thon it i0 in tho lichi of the mcdern vc 
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and he saya — uds. Tiss miera statement. The cuuse of 
|». risings is "justice," by which he scans, as would became clear 
7° frai the context, uhat people belicwe to tb just. ‘hereforc, we 
"7^ Cau day, certain opinions. how waen Thomas Hobbes took up this 
tU. $ssue nany centuries later in his recat uaeks and when ue spcaks 
of the thins == I forgot nau Whet tue chapter neadings cre =e 
tac things uhich weaken a carnomcclth or sa;ething of this kind, 
in tac Leviz£han for exuple, uc pubs the Creatcst ciphasis on 
opinions and Lo (ives the list or opinions — ton or twelve, I 
don’t know aw nany ~- vnich indkhice people «e which weaken a cone 
onuealth usica icad to a change of regime. You see, ror ilobbes 
opinions play a much (rcater role than for Aristotle; uuch 
greater role, And tiat is tic preehistory of what happened lae 
bcr because if opinions are tne danger, false opinions, true opine 
ions are tue salvation ond t..crefure the chief political task 
is to instilà tr citizens with tue right kind or opinions. Are 
istotle assumxs tacitly -= in saue cases we have scen it cones 
out explicitdy <= thub opinions are by no ozns tie only inpore 
tant point. I nean wany of tle examples recorded by Miss U%Liell 
would sug that in case you haven't read the part. Nafirst of 
all, do you Have -e is there any point you vould like to bring 
up regarding this very voneral nroblem on which I can only touzh 
here -= tie cuestion reperding | revolution is one of these key 
concepts of social setems in which all the problems arc buried 
if ono docs not bemin to think about it. Yes? 


"hat avout tie relationship in Aristotle between revolution 
ond ecomemic cisa:recuent ona Say, that in Marx or in mode 
ern thinkers?” 


Yos, want docs tiis mean — economic —— I nean, what => Are 
istotlo gaxo of that, but he used « different nune for that, 
I mean, Aristotle know tout thc differerse between tno rici and 
the poor is of tin utmost? luportance, I think that we have scen 
often enoue she question is Uds. fra: a li2rxist point uf viow, 
Wactio uron, with that? why vould larx say that this is an ine 
adeguate anclysis; it is much too rough? 


“eli, Aristctlc docsnit see any econonic atluchicnt ~e 5 
P-rdon? 
"He doesn't see an attechment here which will inevitably 


bring souut uc revolutii ono" 
Ti 


NO. Aristotle regards it as possible, c3 a uedern bourgeois 
would, that the tuo parts can live in harnomvy, If tuo ricu are 


| sensible pe ‘opis and the poor ace uLSO tolnrcolv sensiblo thon 
they con live in horneny, That is what Aristotle surely bsileved, 
sp even (ony saw of the pase: i: JES waich Hiss OUlioll zoatlionrod 
Lou this simple nirded Vie An or course ne doesn't ary via 
Oey KEDY 2v A acude. m TSG ee Lilo will Row < = TON aout 
avta AQUI I LOAR, : E wy. prapor eilor is mado cn beth 
idas ib wor-t work, ‘Tho propser eriZo0zv can be facilli RS by 
common denperz2, tor eu 49, tien às not scnetning nize, Doncere 
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are not nice — but thich can be very helpful; salutary. low, 
nc nain point is tuat iLrx wquld simply say what kind of í 
‘rich, ‘the feudal lords uere richo The vig industrials or banke. 
crs in tie bourgeois society. are rich. ‘that is entirely diífore — . 
ent kind of wealth ond tacrefore would also have an entirely dife 
ferent kind of poverty at the opposite pola, and therefore tix 
fzte of these socicties will be entirely different. ‘tne feudal 
opposition of rich and poar allowed for tie possibility of a class 
emerging which could becowe again a ruling class. You know tir 
fanous story: the serfs ruming away from iheir lords into cities, 
towns; cond vecoming free nen there, becoming burghers, and that 
is tac origin of tho bourgeoisie, and at a certain manent this 
new class, originally simply a part -= a fragent == of the poor, 
becane the rich, a now kind of rich, and tix rulers. But in the 
last case, in thc case of tue bourgeois, tho poor are a class 
waich can rever wish to beca a ruling class proper. A ruling 
Class presupposes, oJ course, ulwoys 3 ruled class. S50, in other 
words, the question is however whether Ariuvotle is really, apart 
fro. the Harxist hopes and expectations, speaking neroly onalytice 
ally» Aristotle does not mike these distinctions, You remember, 
in the case of the demos ro does make the distinctions between 
whetner the denos consists chiefly of pecsants or chicfly of ur= 
. ben people or whet kind, I nean, for- exwple, there may be ee 
thc poorest part of a ca@momvealth may be, numerically, very strongo 
I nean, say, the poopie — the unskilled workers without ony landed 
property my become nuucrically very strong, That is uit Arise 
Jule calls extreme demoeracys That would give the demccracy 
en entirely different eouplaxicn, Up to this point Aristovle 
is precise enough, le was, perhaps, not precise enough in his 
distinctions of tne various kinds of wealthy people, althourzn 
he refers to that when he speaks of the difference between Sparta, 
a surely non=conmercial city, and Carthage, a surely ccormercial 
city, but stili tuese reZiinements which are necessury frar Are 
istotle's am point of view are, for this very reason, not in 
contradiction with his point of view, That is simply sanething 
ubich ~ in other words, Aristotle should — Aristotle's nolis 
is perfectly coupatible vita a greater breakdown of the various 
kinds of rule of the rich thon he has given, It would be an ine 
teresting question why he did not take the trouble, whereas he 
did take the trouble in the case of democracy. That would te 
am interesting question, There is no difficulty, in principie, 
I believe, Mr. Faulmer? 


1 


= 


"Do I understand the difference between Aristotle and Mro 
Dennis to consist in thiss that Aristotle's criterion for 
a revoluiion is a Guciitative change and Dennis" is a cucne 
titative: a sudden and violent chancy e» P 


No, I don?t thine zo, What would you say is the difference? 


Mr. Dennis: “Well, I really don't knos bow to meet this 
Objection, I rsally paint thought cf it in this woy, but 
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it scems to me thot by violence =- you use violence as a 
lind of qualitative — " 


Yes, sure. And sudden is also. 
“Aryl sudden, o a e it docsn*t secm £o mo o e e" 


lio, but you had soncthing. == still, there was 2 difference 
and it vould be useful if you vould briny it out in a very general 
way, What do you think is, hou shall I say, either too little 
or too much in Aristotle’s overall notion? 


Whit do I think is too little or too much? Well, it secus 
to ne he envisions a icind of evolutionary revolution, in 

2 sense. That is, thins are gradual and still revolutione 
arye® 


lio, I think really ~~ lot m try to — I don't believe this 
is a very important problen, What you have in mind is a rising 
connected — Jesding up tc a change of the regime... And Aristotle, 
of course, is very much concerred with that. But Aristotie says, 
os you, I trust, would admii, taere mar be risings of a very line 
ited churacter just to get rid of one individual cnd tien, on 
tac otar nami, there may be chan.es of regime which aro not rise 
ings, Take, for exomplo, iio nonareny, The last dies, Technica 
ally, sone foreign prince would be an heir out the people feel 
wetd rather get along without monarchy than to have a forcizn 
prince and they decido, peacefully, iet us have now a council 
ef the greatest men of toc commonwealth instead of the kins. 
Ło violence whatever, And then it would become then a sonewhat 
werbal question, Yes, but for this rezsm, it is avoided bv Are 
istotlo!s terminology == that ne does not speak of revolution, 


"Well, tnerc was one thing though. It seens to mo that Are 
istotle doesn't really take account of or at least undsrrates 
the possibility of revolution imposed externally; thai is, 
either fron war or -e # 


On, he speaks of ito 
"Well, I knou, I think ho underrates it at least," 


Lo, no, no, ile could rot because that was a common fact 
during the Peleponesian War especially — that wherever the Athe 
enians were strorg they established democracies and whorevor the 
oparions were sirong they established oligarchies, Ne referred 
to that. lo, no, ile coula not have overiocked that, Yes? 


“But perians the point is that he doesn't make clear why 
there snould be this. o o > I mean, Aristotle is quite cicar 
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th.t tyranny, or lectis say a democracy and an oligarchy, 
cannot live side by side. In other wards, tiere*s no poaco- 
ful comcxistence for Aristotle,. There is alnost a neecss= 
ity which will lead tien to clash heud on and one will have 
to impose its principle on ihe otuücr." 


Where = uherc docs ho == I nean in one sense he Says nuc 
norce ‘there are — as incaiputible us that the samo man has and 
does not hove cancer. I meang if you have a democracy sonewncre 
you can’t have 2 tyramy at tue saw place and tic smie times 
Thotts impossible. But that tere should be a tyranny in city 
A and a democracy in city B =e he takes for granted tiis can be 
done, I nean be doesn't say a word that the duty of democracy 
is to estabiish denocracies overywlere, lie may say it tight be 
a wise policy, but =e ho may hove thought go =- but uc have no 
evidence of tliat. lo. That is really not an issue, I reczn, 
in other wards, the derestíc problems, probloms of the regine, 
may be based on foreign policy considerations or nay issue in 
such considerations and tuey may not, It all depends, ile docsn't 
make any Statcuent of thate 


mjell, it sems to me tnat later in the fifth book he states 
enphatically that it is obvious that constitutions witha ope 
posite principles will clash, I nean two polises, poli or 
whatever it, is — f 


Poli. Say cities. 


"All right -- treo citics, ict’s say, side by side, aro goe 
ing — if you can look at one ami say that its rogine 19 — 
that of an oligarchy and lock at another and aay its rugina 
is that of a tyranny you can thon say there will be wor be~» 
tween thuse tuo =- " 


I mean, I don't ressuber tnat passage, I have not resd the 
lust part now, but I doubt very much that Aristotle says susan 
a thing in universality. What he does say is that tyrants are 
cajgolled to engage in an exponsioniut foreiim policy in order 
to take off tue Steam at acne, That's another nattor, But ree 
Cardin; democracy or the ot.cr remnics, hc does not say whether 
they cre constitutionaldy coupolled either to be usvressive or 
non-azpressive in the foreign field. That depends on circunastane 
COS. The ordinary view in classical tines wag that the cenocra= 
cy of the type of Athons is imevitably azgeressive. Aristotle 
does rot aay So. You Kacu, think of the expansionist -e Athens 
w= Qyroupna a very simpie reasen, These payments for attendance 
at the day courts ani 32 exmo fron te Aikenisn empire. so the 


tol à d, teat 


had te Keon it and, if nossibis. vo enlarss it. But that lesas 


ws way fron the Dundanental isaue, Now, we have to turn now 
to the text, bul if, koíirstein, I forgot yous 


2n 


"oll, tnerc vas only a side point. Miss Offiell nentíoned . 
tue movement fron ncrcenary urriies to deuayogues und it struck 
ne that this has gone on nüch further since Aristotle's tine — 
~and perhaps Crawell!s new ;odel amy was the turnin, point  —7 
then the armies ure not attached personally as to Caesar 

and Phillipio, but as with Castro they pred up partly to 

the nan, Dut principally to the ideology." 


Let ie put it this way and I think we will find tac cvidcnco 

for that, The "idealist," tic nan dedicated to a cause, With 
vuon we are so foniliar in cll countries ~ ct least, in all. vestern 
countries and thero are also othcrs — was, for classical thought, 
a very great problen. And you cin Say that such a work liie Plato's 
PER 4s nothing except on analysis of véiitical idoecliza. 

ot was a very Strange -~ I meon, the just man they laews tac 
z abiding nan, the. just nan ani so, That they imew, out the 
pelitical idealist, as ue call it, ia a very crect problen, What 
Plato does in ms itevublic. There lc ~- Socrctes is confromted 
with tuo young political idealists, as we would call thou in our 
language; Claucon ani Adeinantus, believers in justice in such 
a uay tuat they want to reeuodel the city according to justice, 
| I£ they — we knou saething of wüuat happened, There ware quite 
. @ fov young boys, youngsters of this kind who loathed the Atnon= 
iun deuocrocy cs a disgrace and cut of idealisma, us we would say, 
they tried to restore that. Plato, when be was 20, had similar 
fcelings and then a revolution took place — the fanous 
tyrants. And thon Plato says — you can read it in th: seventh 
letter «= when te looked back frau them to that terrible: douoce 
racy, tout torrible deocracy locxed, in retrospoct, Like the 
Golden Age. So Plato was cured when he was 20 or se and GCinwon 
and Adeinontus are cured in the Uepublie in our sight so we coa 
observe the process, Socrates waces every allowance in his crie 
tices of the donocrocy in the eirhth bocke He states the case 
against denceracy in an absolutely fantastic way. You remenver 
the story that the very dookeya don’t obey anymore in z derocracy, 
Ans then — but in this prosess they are led to see the full urobe 
lea of "political idealism." We nave some trace of that hore, 
How I suggest that we =- I moan, that one would have to undurstand 
we that this strange thing which many pecpole today say is simiy 
a Secularizod version of religious feelings of nissim — expanse 
Sion and so -— Beculsrization, they say -» but that is also a 
ward which would need a lon; comentary and a long analysis to 
become intellicihie. Now let us read at the end of l30la where 
he specks -— uhsre he sayy that -= well, people rige out of some 
notions of justice but most justly of all -= 13012, end -= but 
most justly of all wowld rise those who are outstanding as regards 
Virtus, The end of 135012, Let me try to do that until you find 
it, Most justiy of all would those riga vno are ou$sstandüinz in 
regard to virtue, but these non do it least of alll, They have 
the greatest fustification becauce almost everyvhore those who 
are not truly virtuous aro in control and they should rus, ace 
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cording to naturaj right, but ‘these nen vno have the greatest 
.. right avail thenselves least of that right. And now he ¿ives 
" .; the reason why, Do you have it now? | 


". . . for they and tücy only can reasonably bo regarded 
as enjoying cn absolute superiority. here is ulso sme 
Justification for those who, possessing an advantage of 
births e e e." f ‘ i 


No, tiat he doesn’t sayo There are smie who, being supere 
ior by descent, do not -= are not satisfied with cquality because 
of that inequality; nancly, the inequality regarding virtue, 

Yos? For nen of nosle birth arc thouyht to oe those who possess 
virtuc of tic ancestors and wealth, The duplication is taiat the 
nen of noble birth <= they fight for rule and nake risings They 
do not have tne justification because their forefathers night 

hove been non of virtue, but whether they arc non of virtue is 
an open question, Now why do the nen of virtus, in contradistine 
tion to the idealists, not make risings? Let us read that e. 
take this up first. In 13Cha, end, | 


"Revolutions also occur when the sections of tho state which 
wre usually regarded as antagonists — for oxamplo, the rich 
ond tic cormon pcople =e are equally balanced, with little 
or nothing to turn Lic scales s; e è’ 


Yes, in other words, an ecuilibriun, a so-called equititrium, 
nocessorily leads to clash. There must be sane cushion between 
thems the middle class, 


fo o o for where cither side his a clear preponderance, the 
other vill bo umiiling to risk a strug le with the side 
which is obviously, E 79" 


lio, I must have nade a nistake. 


"This is tue reason. e . eè" 


lio, noo Thats not the point. Yes, no go on. It is the 
right places 


"This is the reason why nen of preeeninent nerit do not, 
as 2 rule, sitenpt to stir up sedition: they are only a few 
against many." 


So that seais to be a perfectly good ressen, Jeing ron of 
virtuo they are non of sense and thereZore they know quite well 
that they couldn't win except with tix help of people uiticut 

Scusa and then there would be a ness of a different caipleiicn, 


but still a mess, Now go on because tie other point is rclovant 
QuEJSe - 
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"Such, on a sencral view, are the syrin s and causes of sedie 
tion and change in all constitutions, We may add that pos 
litical revolutions are sawtines achieved by forcc, and sonee 
tincs by fraud. Foree nay either be used initially or a 

a later stage. Fraud, too, may be uscd at two different stae 
ges. Somctines it is used in the initial stage. In this 

Way a chanyc nay vc neds ot tuc moment uith gencral assent; 
vut. those who lave nade it tacn proceed to kcep control of 
affairs in tho tecth of all opposition, “his was the case 
with the revolution of thc Four Hundred at Athens: they first 
defrauded tie ocople by an assurance tuat the Persian «ing 
would proviuc money ior tic ver against Spartas a am after 
this act of fraud they attuipicd to iep inc constitution 
permanently under their control, Sonetines, however, ci 
initial act oi persuusion is folloved up aftcrvurds by c 
sinilcr policy, and control is thus kept with general consent." 


Yes, now lot us stop ucre. In other words, what I sug_est 
is this: one could perhaps also consider this as an udvitional 
reason which, however, Aristotle Charactcristicully aves not give 
^as tno reason: taat nen OZ virtue would not use force or ‘fraud 
and therefore two najor sans of cficcting a change of regine 
arı not ut tucir disposal, ut it is very churactcristic that 
Aristotle does not say that. Low let us return to 130}> ond a 
few points only. <Aristowlk makes first a distinction in his us- 
ual way between various <imds of changes, Jhcre way be c rising 
Vhich is politics); oaning, vucre chonuce of repine is intonded 
or only where a change of personnel is intended. far exonpile, 
if you'd look at the difference octwecn flalenkov!s -= ialenkov 
end Lenin ~e you have a clear difference altaough ore could, per 
haps, say tact Halenkov also stood for a cirrercnt policy and not 
only =æ you iMY =- for his am power, . ə o Then another kind 
of enan,a, waich is not radical, is if it is only a question of 
nore or less denoeratie, Say, if you have a chance in an Anere 
ican statc fron strictly representative daaccracy to 2 saewiat 
wore direct douocracy thus vould be en examis and vice versa 
of couise OUS Tacen there say be chunges directed not against 
tac rezine, but only a,uinst a certain orrica which is ‘Low. Good. 
But then, after this first initial distinction, Aristotle turns 
to a general discussion o? such changes of regime and ine first 
thing ho hos to do, since ho spam of the just =- a notion of 
just as the guiding motive -= 5nen he has to explain that. Miss 
O"'}ijell stated that cleariy encuzh. We do nov have to ston at 
that. We turn now to dude: That may very well be the beg: De 
ring of a chapter in Barker, Yes? 


(Changa of tape, Tape resmes during the reading of 1302a; in 
Barker , the top of page 207). 


Yo o o $0 Start political disturbance and mutual discensica," 


e: 
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Ycs, næs ict us stop here firsto, In other words, three thing 
hawe to be distinguished: uit state of nind that ons == put the 
word nind. does not occur in the Greek ~e you could also cay wiht © 
nood — you don't have <= in what -= I don't know haz to transe — 7 
loto thats is there anyone who inows Greek? It is 2 very general 


(Inaudible response). 


^ 


Yes, but they could also put the enphasis on thc mental things 
im particulare in wikt ~- 


(Inaudible atte to translate). 


Yes; soacthing of this kind, And tne sccond is -- that must 
be store litcrally translated -= for tac sake of what. Aui tho 
third: which ore the origina, the initiating origins of political 
confusions ami of risings of one avaiust the other. Aristotle 
refers here. a . to different kinds of causes. You nay recall 
tib Aristotle distin; uisaed various kinds ov causes, Tie Sine 
pie exzuples tic shoenaker naki; 2 shoe, There is in the first 
ploce necessary the viterial, soy leather, That's tho waterial 
Ccouse,. Thon tire is necessory the wakers in tnis case, the choee 
naker «e the uaker ar that which begins the motion, waica begins 
thc changes tux origin of tno change is in iie shocmaker, And 
tien there must oo sais vision of tne thing to be produced: chot's 
tac form. -œ oust hawe this fom in his mind. And fourth, there 
mst bo a purpose of the thing to be produced and that's tis ond; 
tie end or tix inal cause. iow Aristotle speaks nere eniy of 
torce of these coussa; omitting tho uaterial cause because that 
is not interesting ere, That would be nan in general and wuculd 
be of no interest. Hou lot us taxe first the first point, 


"The principali and general cause of an attitude of nind which 
disposes non towards change is iuc cause of which we have 
just spoken. There are soue who stir up sedition because 
their rings are filled by à passion for equality, whieh are 
ises frem their thinking that whey have the worst oi the bure 
gain in spite of being tne equals of those who have got tho 
advantaz;,c. There art otaüers who do it because tnoir minds 
are filicd with : passion for inequality (4.6, sua ricrity), 
which arises fror thcir concciving taat they get no udvane 
tage ower others (but only an equal amount, or even 2 Saale 
der ancunt) although they are really wore than equal to othe 
crs. (Either af these passions nay hove sano justifications 
ind citacr nay be without any.) hus interiors become rovo- 
lutionories in order to be equals, and couals in order to 
e E rs, This is the state of mind which croutes sedie 
o 


Yes, Ss. in other words, the state of mind is an opinion 
revarcing jurists bucked up by a zoal, that i3 to say, Une word 


et 


passion never occurs here but sooothing of this kind is, of coursd, 
present, That is the form; the formal couset tuat which charate 


<1. yizos the revolutionary, oS you would say. The revolutionary 


^. 48 a nan who 1s filled with a certain noticn of injustice or juse 


tice and tüzt characterizes him; that gives hin his charactere 
But this is mot yet — thot doesnt tell us for the sake of what 
he is doing it nor docs it tell us what the beginning of the noe 


tion is — beginning of this change is. These things cao up 


later, Var let us go on. 


"The objects which are at stake ure profit and honour, Thay 
ure also thcir opposites =- loss and disgrscc; for tno authe 
ors of political sedition may ve siiiply secking to avert 

sax dis race, or a fine, frou themselves or their friends," 


Yes. Th: end for tho sake of which is honor and gain. Ar- 
istotlo means =- of course, doesn't iron that they must bo both 
presents nonor and/or gain, That is for the sake of which these 
people characterized by a certain notion of justice and by a dede 
ication to that act. Now what is tix beginning of the motion? 
These men have this end ond they have a certain characters What 
is the: beginning of the action? What is the beginning af tac 
change? Docs it not -- I mean, is this not encugh for answering 
the question of the beginning of the change? Well? Fardon? 


(Inaudivle response). 


Well, I just wanted to renind you of the fanous distincticn 
botueen motive and opportunity, You know: a nan nay have à noe 
tivo for caumitting a murder and yot lacking opportunity and then 
he would bo an extrouc fool if he would comit tue murder. gub 
the other thing is noocod, nut is tho beginning of his action 
isopporvunity, the oceasicn. Ycs, but that is, of course, not 
=- that. is oniy in order to make it initially intellipible, The 
passage is very difficult, Let us now turn to the sequel and 
read this with particular care, 


"The occasions and. ooo” 

lo, no. The causes and initiating beginnings of tne motions, 
"Tio COUSCS. o è of | 

They are technical Aristotelian terms which are usod, 

"The ccouscs and origins of disturbances — causes which ene 
courage the attitude of mind, and lead to tix pursuit of the 
objects, which have just been ncntioned — nay be counted, 


fron ore point of view, as seven, but fron another as ucro 
tian tact mmbor, Two of these causes (profit and honour) 
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are identical with two of the oojeets unich have just been 
mentioned; but when considered as cayses they act in a difə 
ferent way, AS objects, profit and nonour provoke dissen- 
sion because (as we have just noted) men want to get them 
thenselvdés: as causes, they lead to dissension because men 
sce other persons getting a larger suare — saque justly and 
sax unjustly — than tuey themselves get." 


Yos; nay ict us soc, Do you understand that? Do you = 
I think that is — do you understand that? I mean, all these 
revolution.rdes do what they do for the sake of honor and/or gaino 
Honor does not mean, of course <= honor ieans, in Aristotle, wui 
basy now call power, by Wüich I mean honor docsn't mecn to have 
a badge ~~ you know, and this kind of thing, and that people talk 
about a nane That is nct 2 concern of serious iene On the otirr 
hand, Aristetic docs not Speak oi power in the way in widien is 
dono now bocause, for exse, you can have powers by boing the 
uire pullara lio one knows 2f you and you, in some smoke fillcd 
ro, pornops only with onc other fellow who is your front nun 
- you pull cli vires, hat is not «= honor means, of course, 
recopnition and ve have a pood exanple in our ce of this old 
political nctivo ín tuc fiure or Winston Churchill, where I think 
tic term nonor in that fuli sense where it yaifts inscnsibly into 
glory is much more visibly u motivə than power in this -- in our 
sense. The word power exis into the forcground only in Uovuasas; 
nob in ie earlicr -- the carlter writers always speck on such 
occasions of honor and glory and tuat has viry nuch to do with 
a xind of proze uuch ns beca caracteristic of uicucrn thous. 
Power scons to be nuch mors business like, You need power — 
I mean, sualler or lesser power -e for wre survival, Honor ar 
glory arc not in that Sense necessary for uere Uving, They hve 
c different status, how, at any rate =~ so these motives are, 
then, tacre but now =e let us liuit ourselves to the notive of 
honor, All revolutionaries uct for the suke of honor — in ore 
der $t. eccuire honor — but now honor is suid also to ve the ore 
izin of tue notion, of tac revolutionary notione haw cun this 
“pe understood? 


"Well, tucre*s a Presidency in operation and &ennedy is ime 
pelicd to seck that honor; but a nan liko a= " 


Jut you don't say tiat ho is a potential rovolutionory, 
Are you 80 rmen opposed to hin to say that? 


(Inaudible rexirim). 


E i see, In other words, what you would su pest is this: a 

nan nay nave viis desirc ta: honor, but this desire would remain 
doruans without tic occasion. The occasion is what appycars to 

hin and otlers a naledistribution of honors. Is that wiat you 
“mean? So that honor would =- honor in the form of maledisurinputios 
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of honors is the occasion whereas honor is the end. I moan, ho 
would desire honor regerdiess of the. ioledistrioution of honors, 
but he has no chance of success 1f there is not sax naledistrie . 
bution of honors, at least one whieh he believes to cxist, in. — 
order to get started, Is that wnat you scant? 


(Inaudible response). 


Yos, but in this case Aristotle does not ucsn envy. What 
is in his mind -- Aristotlo docsn't meke psychoanalysis ~- what 
$3 in the nind of the man is th: awareness, the opinion that hone 
ars are naledistributed and this opinion is shared by others, 
Otherwise it would be hopeless, That gives him an opportunity 
to bogin, but the effect for the sake of which he is engaging 

fim this dangerous ontorprise is honor, Yes? 


"o o . are you saying that honor is being used nore or less 
o o e tne way We use power, in tais context? We use power 
in tuo ways. We use it as o quality oi a stute =-= a sore 
of position — and ulso we use it as a weuns by which ve 
do certuin things, That is more like tne physical sense 
-. of pouer in energy, low it socias to me that if you mean 
- - power aere you noun it in onc first sense <= " 


No, then we would nave to po into a nore == there is algo 
the weaning of Icgal pover, which doesn’t have any of tbc conno- 
tations which you nezno But what I thought of vas simply when 
you speak of a pover hungry mans he wants to aequire poser, Powe 
er is on objcet of desire, Is this not frequently used today 
in this sense? : 


Right, but you don't nou which one it refers to, I uean 
you sight be talking about so.cthiny which you can, more 
or less, make equivalont, or ab Jcast on the gane level 
with wealth ond prestige, That is, on office night have 
wealth and prestige. Ii night nave power,” 


Yes, out still, power in itself means tae obility to hurt 
and to help. is that waut is meant by it? 


"Well, that's one thing: yes," 


Yes, but it is interesting, while tne Greeks were familiar 

with tiat — tie expression occurs very frequently =- that is 

mov Such a oriiry -- such a thing they refer to easily as a preat 
motive of politically active cono That they call honor and this 
uord =e I con, honor not in tue scnsc in ubich we speak of a 

san of nonor, out ib necans soncthing elss. pus therefore, gay 
honoreplorye e » e Power nay secato be sœwthing very solid, but 
is not as such resplencent, IJ try to express it in sensual terea: 


hos it appcors to tac scuses, low, and Y think that is in itself 


de Pat ee 


a very intercsting point: wat wie word honzoreglorv nas 220985 


ES em s» N ama - "Pe t es yp ey - 1 ? ? H 
ensapocared frai our political vocabulary, Onurcnill is a rowzrke 
&3lo exception cut he was, as Lauki put it. on anechroniss and 


that's one Sign a tic anichrorictic chzracocr of Churchill. 


E 
ae 
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But =- wuoreas pawr comcs to us naturally, I nean, of course, 

` power ~- thats a long question because of the old abiguities 

. of power corresponding to the Latin potestas, which means offi- 
-@dal, legal power, and potentia, which means, so to say, the piye — 
sical powere | | 


"I think ve use prestige ~- " 


Yos, tut prestige iis, of course, always a derogatory nean- 
ing. I mean, whatever the social scientist may say, if you say 
a man is concerned with prestige you say sonething very bad about 
hin, out if you say he's concerned with honor and glory you do 
not necessarily say souething bad about him. Of tnesc things 
you cannot get rid by the process of :othodical purification or 
sterilization, as would be a better expression, liowW, so «= ond 
then Aristotle rivos sax other notivesa. I ican, it is clear 
what gain nearse Gain neans, of course, greatcr wealth; and hone 
or neans insolence also, but insolencc acts as a uotivo in which 
way? Ho -e gearing the insolence of those who rule. People do 
not start revolutions out of insolence, gencrally spcaking, but 
they aro induced to start a rising by insolence sham by the ru- 
lers, fear, superiority, contenpt and so on and so on, e don't 
have to go imto that. Another point: tnon Aristotle uentions 
sane things wirich nave nothing to do with the previous considere 
ations, Tnet uas the question raised by Miss Odell at the eni 

of ker paper. Is sauc thought of justice or injustice in the 
ninds of tue revolutionaries, os we would say, essential cecorde 
ing to Aristotle? That was your cuestion, Nar letb us take this =< 
in the other cases it is rather clear, For example, if we take 
the case of tic fear of these people who do it out of fear, ons 
could at least erpue that the nemile uio fear to be condermed 
have sone notion that they ou. nob to be condermed, I neang 
in other words, tuat they are of the opinion that even if they 
arc legally comicmed to death the law is wrong. ut let us tale 
another case which secus to be entirely outside of the sphere 
of iorolity,; in 1303225, All right -- read this =- 


"Hetero;enoity of stocks nay lead to sedition =e at any rate 
until they nave und tie to assinilate, A state cannot bs 
constituted from any chance body of persons, cr in any cmnree 
period of time, liost of tue states which have admitted pere 
sons of anower stock, citoar at the tinc of their foundee 
tion or later, have vecn wvouoled by sedition. There are 
nany instances," 


Yes: you cuit tiem. Only later on after he mentions the 
Syvarites, he ‘Says ~a 


"AU Thurci the Sybarites quarrelled with the other settlers 
who had joined them in its colorization; and demanding special 
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privileges, on the ground that tmy were the amers of the 
territory, they vere driven out of the colony." 


You sce here the claim vould of course present itself as 
a just claim, And I think you can also see ii just by looking 
cround <= that in all cases where differences of stock or any | 
otier differences cone in these differences present thenselves 
as reasons for rightful superiority of ono part to tle others 
Thout sinply enters. Very few people are so aynitoi as to say 
I don’t have the slightest shedox of right and yet I want to have 
this and this, say, discrininsbary measure. They will always 
adduce «= try to adduce reasons and quite a few necessarily be- 
Iieve in the truth of it. I man, that is partiy a very sed story 
but that is an important fact. Without this notion it doesn’t 
work, The whole clement of indignation which enters is insepare 
able fra: sonc notions of right. We deserve to bo treated dife- 
ferently or better, you deserve to be treated worss,. That enters 
necessarily. I think to that extent the notion of justice coues 
in, Whether it is true in all cases remains to be secon, Lov 
lator on — a bit later in bl12, after he has given the example 
of Athens and the Peiracus, Do you have that? 


"Taking our analogy fra: var, where the dividing line of 

a diteh, hovever sall it may be, makes a regiment scatter 
in crossings, we asy say thus every difference is apt to cree 
ate a division, The preatest division is perhaps that bee 
tecen virtue and vicos then tnoro is the division between 
wealth and poverty; and tiere are also other divisions, gome 
greater and some smalicr, arising from other diffcrences. 
Among thosc last ve muy count the division caused by differ- 
ence of territory." 


In othcr words, so thero are dificrences among mman boings, 
necosserily. | liou the differences -e not all differcnoes have 
this character. For cxample, the difference between men and women 
docs not ordinarily icad to a league of nen versus a league of 
wonen, but tic politically indistinct differences are those which 
potentially gercrate hatred, Tixrc is a word of wo dife 
forence engenders hatred, only this difference is 
neant here by Aristotle, sut hatred has, in itself, nothing to 
do witha right and wrong, with the sense of right and wrong, But 
it becces politically cffective., I think =- that is vhat Arise 
totlo ncans ==- only when it undervoes this ucdification by vir» 
tuc of whichthe hatred appears as rightful hatred, Wot in all 
cascss tiere arc soecalled crnics who aro in no way affected by 
that, but this is not the typicel case of whet we noy call the 
revolutionary. Now, ef which case did you think, Miss Cirielli, 
in perticulas where one docsn!t ses any notion of right and wrong. 
however urong tne notion may be? | 


(Inaudible responas)o 
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. Well, sere it's quite ovvious, .You have this story =e this 
poen about the heiress and whut was this? Do you remeber it? 
Tunc bridegroom wanted to fetch tac bride and they didn't give. 

" á$ to hin. de uas, af course, terribly insulted, but to fecl 
insulted moans to fcel that a uron; has been dona, You see, in 
Pl:to%s Republic you find a division of the parts of tie soul 
into three. The first let ws call reason or caleulition. The 
lowest he cullsdecire cn) the ecutcr ono he calls, in beautiful 
English translation, soiritedness, The Greek word is e 
Lou this spiritodnoss == tizt is a very complex phenomenon ond 
ono very powerful intication cf it, very common indication of 
it, is anger. How in anger, according to Aristotle, thcre is 
always a notion, in the case of nan, at any rate, of injustices 
Fake the simple case: you hurt yourself at 2 chair or a table 
and you hit back. Wat is Implied? The cheir should not have 
done that — ond stitl nore so in the case of anger at hunan 
beines. Well, at any rate, buis middle thing, this very usual 
and commonplace phenmonon which Plato calls spiritedness has 
this in itself 2nd wiorever =- ono could also put it this way, 
In order that there ve a revolution or a rising there 12s to be 
sone anger. If pogge are jucb easy going, or maybe sufferings 
. people can suffer ami yet be casy going, but if they do not ace 
cwire ancer, develop anger agoinst follcu citizens. Yes? That's 
necessary, Jut in this very cnger some notion of being dealt 
with unjustly is ixzliod and ordinarily will become explicit. 
In the political discussionm, when they argue it out before it 
cais to the fightin: they will, of course, speak of right and 
wrong ol] the tine and that is never, or sardly ever, mre 

o I pean, to thot extent, i bolicve, it would go through. 
I do not knew -e weil, for examwie, take thiss the example of 
tue city consisting of tuo geographically saiswnat diizeront parts, 
If the tuo parts of tho city - the ono on tic right bunk of the 
river ond tic other on the Jcft bank ee find it very irconvenicnt 
ee this zerran enen e ond things it is nush better for cach to 
form a city by itself tiere wouldn't be any rising. There would 
be an amiable arreesent that they form independent cities and 
they kove to takc care of their co.mon busincss -— you know, dcots 
or what neve ycu, in a decent way. There wouid be no rising. 
So that the violence could enter there would nave to be sane ope 
position to that preoosca ar sone opposition to the specific torns 
of trac proposais scy, that the people of the right bank vould says 
no, tnc debts rust be paid by the old city on the left bank, and 
this lind of thing, That. I think, is whet Aristotle ueans, 
Yes, well this poirt =~ that was brought up in a certain comece 
tion — I don’t Xn -- regarding when Aristotle makes the remark 
about the destruction of dcuoerzcies by dcusrogues, he inserts 
a rcflection on tie eifferemee between ths resont day óca2gz0£ues 
end the demavoscues X tho past, In the past the dowayerues bee 
Canc tyrants, Today, nearing in Aristotio:s tine, thay co no 
longer becore tyrants and that hus souething to do witi tae fash 
that in the oldjon zinoa no ono could acquires political Loauersnip 
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1f ho vas not, at tae same tiw, a nilitary leader and therefore 
o nan capable to lead armed non and tLot was it. Today they are 


/'' mo longer capable to do that and tho typical weapon of tue donae 


‘gogue is not arms but speech. Some one of you had a certain dife 
ficulty -=~ no? Is this not intclligible? Aristotle makes the 
qualification, ty the ways he says very rarely, because in the 
case of Cleon in the Pelcponesian War you had soucone, Clcon, 

Who in a very surprising way proved to be militarily sucecssful 
although perhaps by scie plagiarism fron some military man that 
he did tnat. I don’t believe that tris raises a qucstion of prin= 
ciple. Next tine we will, then, have a discussion of Book == 

Mro Grant, Michael Grant. 
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Aristotle's Politics: lecture 12. May 5, 1961 


Padi 


a 


i é o eYou Bay Aristotle is — in 2 uay — you didn't say this as 
cS; evibicisa but just as an observution uiich we must wake. On the 


one nand ue re;ards tyranuy as a polity cud on thc osucr hand 
ho says it is not o polity. What's your explanation? 


"Well, in part tuere is one example and that is that one 
factor involved in a polity or & regime is distribution of 
office. o . and certainly this can't be the case in a tyran= 
ny, but it nainly stens fra the fact that the end of a reo 
gims which identifies it as such is the good and tic virtue 
ous life, and certainly < " 


Or the common good, 


"Or the counon good; yes. And certainly a tyrant rulcs only 
for himself," 


Yes, that is so. That is onc = a difficulty goes with the 
whole group of which Aristotle was, of course, aware and he solved 
it himself on a certain occasion s@ewhere in Book III wnen he 
raises tuo question, what is the citizen, And, for example same 
one by a very iliccitdmate rebellion == certain pecolo who wore 
not citizens boforo became citizens, Are they citizens, is the 
qucstion, to whicn Aristotle says they may be Llic#itinaucly cie 
tizons or, in Greek, they nay bo unjustly citizers but they are 
citizens, a and he refers to tix gencral -a thc other aspects pcople 
may rule unjustly, i.e, their ruling may be illegitimate, but they 
ruie nevertheless, In other words, Aristotle was a man of care 
Eon sense and therefore this ambiguity was =- or take bae other 
example, the fanous discussion especially in the Middle Agasz 
is an unjust law a la? According to the more favored view in 
the Middlio Aves an unjust lav is not a las, but that's not Arise 
totis'’s opinicna, We couldn't speak of unjust and bed laws if ue 
didn't say they are laws. They're bad laws, just as a bad chair 
is nevertheless a chair, It's a, how shall I say, a e 
How do you say it in Englisn? A chair which is not gonuinely 
ew doesn't fuliillthe function of a chair, Ib has scouohow missed 
the wark, but it is visible that the mark ab which 3% ained was 
to be a chair, So, in othar words, the ambiguity is perfectly 
Gefonsibls, To the extent to which it doss not fulfill the natural 
function tyranny is not a rogima, but to the extent to mhich tke 
crudo fact of ruling exists it is a regine, Yes? 


"I think that this is the only place in which he says rather 
flatly it leaves something which is not a regine ab all. 
Elsewhero he says -e he uses the perversion and the wmatural 
but it has, at least, tho character of i$," 


á 


Yes, but that == I nean what pese do you rowe@ubcr the cone 
text, the exemple which ne gives; The rewark about inc regino  . 
becoucs fully clear fron tac.cxumple. You rcuember that - ths 
example he uscs? You take z nose, low you navo =e well, there 
4s a certain natural nose which is <= not only fulfills its funce 
tion but is beautiful, How — be perfectly normal as. a statuary 
of Athens or Apollo would fit in a nose, And now you sce other — 
slight modifications --' a little bit of a smb nose and a little 
bit of an eagle's nose, Now think of tho nany beautiful siris 
with z snub nose who aro even beautificd by that. So minor vare 
dations are irrelevant, bub when you go beyond tnat and make a, 
noso which would be super srub then it becases aggregate. And 
4t is cven inaginable that fro: a certain stage on ^ it becomss 
useless as a nose where it can no longer fulfill the function 
of smelling, And then — in other words, if you go on and on 
in makin: such imorovenents because you think a snub nose is parə 
ticularly nice aud then you say a hundred ser cent snub nose nust 
be still nicer, Think of 2 nan who is in love with aswo nosed 
girl end would then make a theory of ito Then he would reach 
the conclusions the perfectly snub nosed girl =e that would be 
just a caricature, In the end it would cease to be a nose. Now 


What is the analogy in political matters? You have a democracy 
' end you say, goverment of the people, for the people, by the 


peoples, and tbc more it is sovernzent by tho people the nore deme 
ocratic it is and then you would say, well, yovernment by repree 
sentatives is only an irperfect form of voverrmnent by the pconles 
You know the famous arguments by the Larxists, by Sorel ond by 
So many others, And so you sey all rigni, ict us have as many 
reforemia, as many public opinion polls as possible and so on 
and so on. And thon you get =- that is all more denocratic in 
the senso thet iiis is wore snub nosed. And so finally you yet 
saxething which leads to the oreakdown of deonceracy. So that 
cesses to be a regum, and if you fo"ow that, which in practico 
is less imossibis -- as a ccoupleted snub nosed nose, it is no 
Jonger a noss., If you follcu the logic of it you would reach a 
gysten which i5 no longer a system, I think that's what he means, 
and the argument is, cf course, of sas inportanco,. You se@ =>» 
in other words, when you are follcuing the icgic of democracy 
regardless you desoroy democracy. Not everyone knows that so 

wo should keep this in mind. 


How you made a number of observations; for example, you ree 
copnized what Aristotle says about educaticn, political education, 
as the phenozonon now called political socialization. I'm sure 
there is a kinship, but ict us try and see whether there is not 
aiso 2 differcnes, What does ib mean, I nean if you disregard 
the hich falestin things and coms doun to the brase tacks. What 
Goes political socialization mean? Take iae babies, which may 
te born conservative or iiberel according to the fanus verse. 
Still, he doemt know ib so seasching has to be done about ib. 
How does he become an actual conscryativo. o . e 


(Inaudible responss)» 


e.t 
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That would not necessarily do, There have been very weal- 
wy Whiss «ri very poor Tories. 


mjo —- well tho concept of political socialization here =-= 
I attonpted in the sentence just after I made that — " 


tio, no, ib was a vory helpful reuark, but let us follow it 
upo | | Fr 


"Well, as I was € to say, I attempted to say in the sene 

tence after that, the modern cercept differs essentially 

ån that I think it is mainly directed in terms — it doesn’t 
. yeach the personal life as much as does Aristotle's teaches 

ings on the effects of education «e» " 


But still there is something in common, Let us try to get 
that out. 


"Yes: the inculcation of an attitudes =~ " 
tes; but how docs it take place? I mcan -= 
"Teaching through +- 


Well, teaching -— what kind of teaching do you — & five 
year old chiid -e I neon, do you say let us read une Constitution 
together or what do you do? 


. "Obviously note . a o" 


Exactly =< by what? On what? Pardon? (Inaudible snark), 
That is too camlicated, (Inaudible exchanga)o How does it go? 
How do you do this terrific thing? How do you do it? i% you 
take a or what? You tell him, The telling doesn't have 
to be done -- that is true -= by articulate words, It may be 
done by intonation, But stili. . o . Yes, but what does this 
telling nean? I mean that is not generally telling. For exame 
pis, you tell hin this is a tree, That is not quite the sane 
kind of telling. What do you do? 


"It's in part the teaching of a moral codo extended to == " 


You tell hin, this is ~~ I mean, I give ycu ono examples, 
You say this is not nice, You can say it with all the intonations 
you please cr only shaking your head if shaking the heads rsans, 
in your society, disapproval, or in ctner socictics it neans tae 
opposite, Yee, out what is the point? There are certain thins 
which the child -e for example, you do nct have to tell the child 
to have huncer. I mean, you may kawe to tell hin hou to satisiy 
hurgor, in tot case of a human being — not in the case of a pupy 
wa that is enocher matter, But there are certain things which 
ere mediated. you con say ~- unien children lezzn only by a cor- 
fain iind oZ xsdinvion, but there muss be some naturel imcntiva 


E 


es lct us uso the old fashioned language -- à convention is ine 
- troduced in the mind of the child and n«?58 molded by this conven= 


..^'*en. But there mst be a natural peg in'toe child on which you 
. “2 ean nold the convention. wnat is that? I suppose the old storys 
"UST love, a desire for being praised and abhorance of being blamed, 


You can also use the various gradations; there is honor, tore 
is glory, but simply to be Siked or to be disliked, That is tho 
way in which it takes place and tiat, I think, is also what the 
people mean today, For exemple, tne people who would bring up 

a child as 2 conservative, to use this absolutely l 
indistinctions conservative and liberals. o . by praising, say, 
a liberal senxtor and blaring a conservative - making nasty ree 
marks when a conservative president appears on tho TV and smile 
ing mratifiediy when you sec a liberal scnator, This kind of 
thing gradually =- after a short while thc child will have accep= 
ted it. . o . I acan this thing exists; inerce is no question, 
but the question is whetner that is what Aristotle is conccrned 
with. 


(Largely insudible rcuzrk), 


Yes, sures olso actions, but still the child -= 2 small child 
would not necessarily understand bnat in a given case the parents 
act on the principle, be particularly considerate when dealing 
with underdors, Somehow the word has to be intrsduced soorer 
or later, You can also have other expressions of that. So withe 
out language I think it is impossible, but is tuat wnat Aristotle 
has in mind or is it a special kind of political socialization 
which he has in mind? Well, Spoke now of the example of 
conscrvative or liberal, o-. o 18 this the problan of Aristotle 
hore? What does he spcak about in his own terms? He docsn't 
Speax of political socializaticn because <= I tell you why he 
docsn't do i$ — because he would suy socialization is not neceso 
sarily adult.  Lvery wman being - every baby in tho cradís is 
already, samic, scoializad py the peculiar =- not only because 
it reeds its mother’s breast and other kinds of cars but the Pee 
culiar helpleesncss which the human bzby has compared with other 
young onin2ls shews that he is meant to be for social lifs, It's 
connected with that. So socialization takes care of itself, but 
a Specific -= in other words, he is social to bagin with, He 
is undeveloped in every respect ard therefore also in his sociale 
ity. That is nothing new. What does Aristotle speak about? 


"I suppesa the -e then naybe he's speaking of the incisa- 
tion of actions and attitucdss, e e o" 


Do ne a favor. How does Aristotle call it? 
"Spirit, ond totally, influence,” 
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ie has a very co:mion word which we usc all tho tine, a very 
B8Líiplo words education, le sSpeakg of education, So nuibor one, 


AL right; be can say if you bring up a child to be a conservas . 


tivo, it's also an education, but what kind of education? Docs’ 
Aristotle mean tic education to a conservative, a liberal, a rade 
icol or whatever there exists on tic rainbow? Does ne speak of 
tunt? because ve must recognize the prosent day analogue to what 
Aristotle neens. o . I'm amazed — I noun, otnerwise you undere 
stood the nain Lincs very voll. An education towards tie regine, 
not towards the party. So, in other words, the education to dee 
mocracy when deiccracy is established, to oligarchy when the ol- 
igarchy is established, ‘that's the point, and Aristotle would — 
Say an cducetion towards a special perty is politicclly most un- 
Gosirable because it a;;ravates the divisive things which «eist 
anyway. Whether Aristotle is right or wrong in thet mattor would 
depend on a wery close study of the goodness and badness of pare 
ties into whieh ue cannot == Aristotle had the old fashioned view 
that parties ure a disease of the body politic,.and a vicu which 
lested a very long tine. In the Federalist Papers you still find 
the truces oF tic oldcr view. Parties arc, perhaps, incvitable 
but they are not good whereas the provalene vicw today is that 
it's sonethim: good. It's x very long question and the Pact that 
. At.secus to be practically desided for the western countries since 
the nincteenih century surely, of course, doesn?t prove that it 
will always be so decided am! still less does it give us a sound 
theory of parties, For that ourpose one would hive to nako quite 
a fcu reflecsions and think about that. When that cane up for 
the first time — that soweone spoke in an approving manner of 
parties and mot merely as a kind of inevitable pestilence =- X 
mean in the aider literature you can distinguish betuson those 
who say it is an avoidable pcstilence and those who say it is 

an incvitabic postilense, but the present day view is that ihsy 
are no pestilence at all but are an essential part of the wori- 
ing of a free society and one would have to go into that vory 


difficult question which is usually not raised because people take 


the given, the nov given, for granted, They absolutise it and 


that is called objective scienca, Now if you would go beck, where 


would you start Mr, -^ I nean if you would try to clarify 
that — go back behind the conventions of the present day and 
dig deeper imtothe problem, How would you proceed? 


"ou would I proceed e- you ncan, a8 a method, or where would 


I look — at which specific people?" 


Yes «= bocausa a method -- if it is not spelled cut into a 
rosearchaole praQjzst ee is of very little ces, 


"PI think my methed would bo to go beck znd axemins what bas 
tsen said about parties in the past and probably back to 

| people Like Burke. o o who first began to talk of parities 
as parties. host of the Literature talking about porzilesa 
before tact conceived then nora in teras oi factions a. ü 


E 
ae 
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Yoo, ouxoo In oblcy wordog peotilunces 


And coxt oinly, I think tho modern view of parties begins 
about that tine and fron then on you pet a kind of insorpore 
ation of the oüurby into the purdlancntary system and with 
the legitination of tic porlioxiontary systen you also get 

a legitination of the purty systeme " 


a Yes, and you would have to consider, for cxenplo, tiat the 
European distinction between conservatives and lioerals was really 

| based on an overall view of libcral society: that it is a society 
which requires both progress and order and therefare tuücre should 
be rcprcsent2tives of tic tuo oloncnts, progress und order; cone 
Bervotivc and liberal, — . 


"There is another point too onc can make and tuat is t.:at 
parties ticnselves cven fron the relatively recent tine they 
can bc spoken of as partics changed trsir character =e that 
is, tixir eupirical character, so that they're not exactly 
the sauc sort of thing anymore, This again forces onc to 
reconsider whether they’re good or bad in the terns that 
werc first put because since they're a dif fTerent lind of 
phenancnon they huve to be reconsidered ~- 


Well, I would like to draw your attention, at least of sow 
of you, to a Stataient which I regard particularly infcrnutive. 
Ilt is indecd — unfortunately not written by a political sciene 
tist or a socciozlisi, an ucadenic spceialist in partics, but a 
practical specialist in parties; namcly, Winstem Churchill, who, 
zs you knou, switened parties more than once and that did not 
Getract entirely from his colitical successes p as you know, lio 
he ciscusses it in his Mariboras, when he spcaks of the situation 
as it existed under Wiliian oz “Drange at the te ginning ond where 
i$ was absolutely an open qusstion whether ono should not have 
a National cabinet rather than -- meaning both Whigs and Torics 
ew rathcr than as tuo fanatical Whigs wanted, a pure Whig party. 
The fanatical Torics wanted to have a pure Tory party. And Chure 
chill discusses that with an amazing open-nincsdness and docs 
not reject it as a pipo-dresm, bus tho decision was taken at that 
tius, nore or les3, Except in times of great crisis you head party 
goverment, One would also, I believe, consider one point uhich, 
as far as I know. is not considored in tbe literature and that 
is this. If you take the clearer example of the continental Eure 
epean or even aliogethor European parties with clearly dificrent 

principles. So this party system is then based on tho view that 

Ç ina socicty there cucht to bs a variety of subordinate pmrirsie 
| plss «~ not tac highost principles, Otherwise tnere vould os 


| r3 possible consensus. But of very importare subordinate prine 
\ ciples pues a varioty is gocd, That is the pu ep & very 


powerful vicz on parties, That is — this vieu, I belicvs. did 
nob arise ine political context propor, bot was proper cd vy acmse 
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tiring carlicr which you all knew and I think pcople don't usually 


E think of when they speak of tbc problem ef partio8, and that is 


Telipious toilorarnce, Religious tolerance ncans exactly that the 
people can kave entircly diffcrent principles of very great in= 
portance but which are, politically speaking, subordinate to the 
concern of peace, however you call it. And that == I think thet 
onc should study hou for tao notion of religious tolerance as 

a thcory of religious tolcrance as it came to be developod in 

the 16th, 17th century, is not a kind of hidden background for 
theso political rcligions, if I uay say so, which are the parties, 
Yos? 


"Well, I think this last point you mde is supported in a 
fairly prouinent articic on parties by a wan muned Leslie 
Lipson wno, in analyzing British parties =e tho evolution 

of British partics =. makes this very points that those 

tuo pertics, at least in tie nineteenth century, were based 
won biis kind of, o ə religious issue which underlies, even 
until wory late. o E pu 


Yess tac only dea - sure, I didn't know thats I'n very 
giado But I think what I would want in addition is to see whee 
ther there is no linkage theoretically between the thecry of pare 
ties in the carlier formative stages and the theory of toleration 
| a5 developed in the loth, 37th centuries. Yes? 


"In reference to Aristotie, I wonder if his emphasis on the 
polis anl the form oZ goverment in which nost citisens are 
fauiliar with their rulers. o . it occurs to we tnat ina 
Situation that ho triss to describe vartiss would play a 
role znd a pernicious role that would be very differe fron 
a Situation ubore vou aren't fonilinr with the rulers. in 
ae the party systen, including the two party system, may 

be primarily a nethed of institubionclicing a certain kind 
of faxiliuarity on the pene of some of thc citizens to tho 


rulour,* 

Yes, that could all be, but I think that was not the orige 
inal lgitimaticn of parties and in addition you have, of Courses 
partios vans very passionasciy opposed parties in large societies 
=~ nuch larpor than a city» Phink of the and that 
Wont throug: the whole western world and and that. 


Was not exactly noneviciemt for sose time, 


Well, o . if you take parties where they work best rather 
than whore they work worst. for imstersa, sey in a pice 
like Frances if youtzio them in a place jike Great Beliein 
this elLosero may, at Feast n you analyss what they do 
todsy. amy be very inportando” 


201 


Yes. 9 there is nc qaad ies: but 06223. tke difficulty, I I think, 
Would arise immediately when one uwdild go into the deeper strae 
tum of the theoretical concept of the ARE I noon, sureiy F 
sancthing uorks is for prcctical reasons suf fficiert at the tin 

but you always =e oven for vructical reasons you have to fo nd 
yond that because uhat is working means iù has vorked fron then 
GEL now, Sase tioughts about tho future are inevitable if you 
want to <= and tucrefore, in order to get the necessary porzpece 
tive, you have to go back to other situutions in which the sys- 
ten did not exist and henes, not work, 


"Yos, the only point I would nake is that for this reuson 

it's terribly iuportant to go buck to Aristotle because the 
Aristote33an conception of familiarity, as you describe it 

ig e» I ssiscd it for its thooreticol ratacr than its prace 

tical Significance ond I think in teras of ee if cono wauted 

to recorstruct ar to construct a theory of parties tcday 

one nighL very well nave to go back to that concept, which 

I think might very well. explain, Say, the success of Brit Qime o o o" 


Yes, but Seb question is this =- 2 nean because oi the 
local constituersics or the fact that it was for a very long tirs 
"a2 group == a Sal maabor of hig dua. wno ruled the GOunutye 
Jui wnat kind of fasiliarity do you ucan nox? 


“hat I essontially saying is that for one thing 1% is 

the party systcn tnab reointreducss, as mush as it can, the 
Aristoteiian concept of ostablishing faalliarity by the ruled 
Wit. their rulers," | 


Yes, Sure. Well, that is the great problon of nass society 
in all arcase ilro i Ponlenor. 


"In juss wondering if you want to continue this party dise 
cussion,” 


NO» 
"Because if you did, I had & point; if you didn’t == " 
All rígsb, Phen make ito. 


"You wscmbioned religious tolcrance,  Oculdn?!t one take it 

as a forerunrcr of nanyeurincipled parties? Couldn!t ono 
take ib osck cven farther and say M ae the notion that opin- 
ions beize ous of political control strictly, oat of the 
reain cr tic State, could go right oes uU, PEYhnsns, ireng- 
then the Christian churen and their tocreti.cal ideas?” 


Yes, sure, I believe «= ond that has been said nany tincs 
em buat tue icoloveal enarcotor of modern polliies is o kad 


Lo om — € 
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of heritage fron th: roligioes Western tradition, I mean, you 
mst have neard tiis n tinss, that these things agree, in the 


- /! ease of commutisn and fascisa, because ~e that thege are politie 


— 


eal religions, sub the question is whethor this eleacnt of the 


political religion is not also present, to saw extent at lcasu, 
in deuocracy,. ‘That's what you imply. 


"I didn't :acan to say that; perhaps I did. Just that the 
notion thet there is a sphere of cpinion that is not the 

concern of us in the political writings could go back not 
nurely to toloration of religion but even before that io 

the notion of =s " | 


Yes, but that loads inbo a very difficult question whether, 
to tuo cxtent to uhich that is trus, is there not the church it~ 
scl? a political entity, to use this suful word, entity. You 
rust not forgot this — such a term as the Gmristian ~ how is 


f Christendon culled traditionally? The Ohristizn republic, the 


3 
D 


Y 


Christian camomvealths here you have the political expression 
aud tic Cistinction between the political and secular according 
to which, frou this point of view, the sccular =e only uio sece 
ular is a political, would not be sufficient, then, frou full 
umderstording of the church, say, in the Middle Ages. That would 
be 2 very long questicn, out wo have nou to turn to somo = 


Now you «= tierce is onc point regarding which I have sinply 
to apoloyize and that concerns the external causes of tix destruee 
tion of tyranny, I simply had forgotten these ten lines last 
tins and so I said the thing which is not and I must, therefore, 
eae wy vords. Now, clearly Aristotle says in tnis section, in 
133120, the beginning, thot tyrants ure freuusntly destroyed by 
external causes, ond ac refers there <= periuips we read that pase 
sages the beginning of 123125, 


"One of the ways in waniocai a tyranny may be destroyed ~- and 
the samc is virus, as wo have already noted, of all other 
ioris af sovernucnt -— is by extornal ccuses, Another state, 
With an opposite Loru or constitution, may be stronger than 
a brany. ‘She conflict of opposite principles will obviouse 
dy kea such a state towill to destruction of the tyronny; 
ond ubere ticre is a Will, cud power behind it, there is 
aluzys a way, This opposition of constitutions may take 
different foras,” 


Yes, and so on, ile don't med that. In other words, Uy 
the very difference of regimes tuure is given a desire to destroy 
the different rovhues, Lub the desire is, of course, not idsne 
tisal with the power ĉo Go so and therefore pocolo don't do it 
but think of presenc days if wo could vish the Sovist covercmans 
and sous obrer regies of the sone kind would disappear.  Ucfove 
tunately ws cant do 263 vico verse, But Ariscovia makes bhis 
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universal and soya that every roni: has Uno ocndonmy to univore 
police itat? and simo tyrenny is particularily atrocious and 
- DU also very rere ib is, So to speak =» his head is against every 
"Ifc ena and everyonets hard against hin and thes is surely what Ave 
CU" '$stotle says. Her this leads, as ilre Bartholousw rightly romarked, 
40 a fundanental issve in international politics or in thc dcos 
¿rins regarding that. I.do not know — thes is absolutely trus 
but I do not know how you meant th: letter. i 


Well, vagt I ncant was the debate on ideological imperiale 
4am, In other words, the extent to which there is a dyusue 
ic operative in a regine which lcads them to wish to impose 


upon others their am forno." 


Yes, Nou, of course thet is a sowat special formilacion 
we ideological «e becmiss then we prosuppose there must aivays 
be an ideolory, vhich Aristotle denies, For example, the tyrant 
in Aristoble docsn’t have an idoology. ile may have certain com 
venient rights bus that’s no ideology. No, Let us forget about 
the idcsologyo ilo: the question is “ils: thas the traditional 
view besed on classical literature -e Aristotle anong tna - 
uas that any state may effect changes in any other stete because 
that state is wicked, Traditicnsily expressed, if a given state 
C eomits crines ansinst ucral lex, natural lov, it is legitimate 
for every other state to interfere with that, to step thst. That 
was the tracitiornl view.  Xoedloss to say, that is not ouite 
the sano as what Aristotle says but as fer as international lay 
is concerned it ancurnts to the sane thing, Is intervermbicn on 
grounds of dissporovel with the established regime taere leglie 
inate? Aristotle doesn’t nave any doubt about ity nor doos the 
whole tradition have any dcubs. So, in other words, warsa of cive 
ilization, a3 they have sonetimcs to be called, were regarded 
as legitAnato be the tredition end such works Like Thomas Hore?s 
Utopia, you imow, where tho voci civilisation plays a very great 
Yole, Ginmply iollcous tuc tradition, The last great statenen) 
en this effect vou vould iind in Hugo Grotius! Laws of War and 
Pesce, but Grotiss had alrsady defended. In the meantizo, a school 
had cmarrod vaich hadexic you cannot interfere with another state 
=æ jis inner orcsr -e wilsss you yourself have been hurt by ib, 
by that state, ncó by i52 measurss. in other words, if this state 
has done you wrote then you may -= but that. you can do in any 
ease. lou this view was ceveloped by corbin Spanish thinkors 
in the 16th centurs.. Vaoquoz, Hons, and sometimes called tho 
fathers of inSesnstional ins, and they did it for a very rooosce 
| table POLSON. 1207 Sol WRAS tao Spaitards had done to the Indiens 
in America and ci ceounds cf a var of eivilization against these 
cange, and they cnsuchh averrers uculd be batter of? Lf this 
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arionatic: non-intberverbLors there is no hicher. judge of any 
stato excep» the state itselt. linedlcus to say that the older 
tendency. unich has deep rocis in hmar nature, continued up. to l 
the present day, That goes without saying, but as far as thocry + 
is concerned I think the really «= the notion that wor of civil e 
igciion, as ve nay call ib, 3s im iterii je gitisate is. gonorally 
speaking, the traditions] view and X simply had completely fore 
gotten this connection. Therefore I mace thao glaring error I 

nade last ting. i 


Now there uere some other points which you mentioned, You 
painted out rignbly the topical character of Aristotle! s analysis 
of tyranny. Tt is indood emecing and certain things obviowny 
have not changed ab all, That is quite tree, but you sald = 
you referred to the unheard of improvenents which tyranny kas 
made in those 2,300 years since Aristotlo. Sut I would only = 
I think vou ure rights, but i would say that doesnt affcoo the 
truth of Arissctls at ail bsceuse these ese the sono kind of tunings. 
I mean you heva =- you may baye a better - if you have there 
beautitul things whore veu can Iiston in to any conversation people 
have in their Lorocm and tent makes the conbrod — the abolition 
of privacy ve gill more etiective. but the aim is the sane: aboe 
 Aition of privacy. 


tone ido taik thet 12 you ucespt the point mde thet 
Aristotle considers tyranüies unstable Qusse new tools thas 


4 


tyramy hes might cause us to re-cvalusito == " 


That is an important nent, That iz, you belicvo, your ine 
portant point. Dut anfortumstelv cur exocriences are toc short. 
In the cage of Eussolini and iitler, Amistesle's prognosis proved 
to be correct, in the case of Soviet iussis — well, you know 
after all it doecntt Last yot we I mean noc long dees it Jost 
nar? l2 years cv so. All siuls, so that is verfeotly within 
tue tire span co ve hoye to Jeove ib to Tucurs penerasions «0 
see wacther Aristotle was -— bub even curely a subordinate nate 
ter because no ono zan deny that soncthing radical has changed 
betecen Aistetis and us end tnat might very well be one of tha 
consequenoesc of ii. 


Now then the Inst noin* where you give «a fair sunmory e 
but I thin: thet Vien we we Ayistotie's ervbioue of Plato «e but 


we should take that up ~- pcorhopn, begin with that, in 12350, 
Aristotle concinudes the fifoh rock “ith a critical analysis of 
what, agparentiy. was the owiy ooslicr discvesion of the susject 
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Yes, you see the werd «- iat he transloves peculiar rezn3. - 

literally transisied, prover; particvlor =e what is propor to 
^ that. pesultas.te that, That is the point, Plate is =- tnat 

‘48 Aristotle's concern: always with the peculiar, with the propor 
of a thing and not swocping. Thatls the goreraloriticisu cai 
now, thy does he not do 15? Wolk, we don’t have to road viuo, 
The nein poinbs tho reason which Plato gives — everything which 
comes indbo being perishes -= applies to cvory change, -That doooun?v 
help us to understand tue change fro the rule of philesopiers 
to the rule of Sparten gentlemen. Is he not right? And ‘how. 
We must later on see, perhaps, woot Pleto means uy that. And 
the ngiural ruber: of course timb is also not a clear explanare 


tion, There is a little point which we showld read a ibvic bit 
later on efter he spoke of the natural miber and that is when 
he says that nacere sometimes produces inferior men, Do you nave 
that? Inmcdlately =- four Lines later, where you lef off, 
s21f, is perheps not incorrscss thers 
may be persons who cannes possibly be cducated or mace 

good mon, /h: the earlicr cantence/. The implication kera 
is thet the reoroduction of the species cometimes issues 

in men of poor quality, wo are Hesend the peach of educa» 
tion, . . Duo why ishowld this be e causo af change pocul- 
iar «ao if . : : l 


Nos what did ho say in this parenthetic remark? For it hap- 


pens that onore aro sana who -— regording wisn io is impossiblic 
thet they can be ccucated and becaze decent men, That is a vory 
dimortent remock, TL is nos uniquo, but that's povhaps tho claare 
est rouark of Aristosle and that ig e9 lob us consider tint ier 
onc momont, ukasi that means. Some peonio carrot be educatoó. 
Eduoated means bero morally caucated. o3 1% almost always moans 
in Plato ond Aristotle, Sane pecple cannot becas indceczo (sie) 
ocoauso they do noo kave the nature for that -- required Tos that. 
What does thes mean? ft is 2 very chaportant shatenent, Whit 

doss lu mean?  Scucono brousit up of a former cecasion the urcbe 
Jom of natural lov in Aristotle, According to the ordinary une 
derstanding of navural Lor. sho gestural law is a Ley whish cxite 
ges oli nen and this imolies that all pen oro able to cangiy ult 
thats not with all 9e carGly thre are refinoscnus of the naturel 
Lav ubich are nob acetcsibis to cvoryono, bus the orudosze ond 
most massive orovisions are acceSsibje to everyors, For Aristotle 
that docsnit exist. Sense pconlo are simply ee and that does nob 
refer merely to noronie psovis where everyons uculd admit ii, 

but also for other veosons heasuse they are nob norimis ab 024 

but they have such a tomes. such a minbure of the elononzo ond 

So 62 thot tity carnmoat. ae connitoollod and cannot control thomccwivas, 
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sto 


. the provision ageinst murder, theft, and so cn, That didni play 
-guch z (reat role for Plate and Aristotle, Not that thoy wor 


sso Aw favor of murdor and theft, vhich God forbid, but fror their 
ul" poine of vier these wore the least interesting things.  Lvery 


society -e cyen tho tyrant will saichaw take care tuat these things 
be prevented, Tho interesting things are the higher things; mmo» 
ly, tie proportional equaling e- this considerations Theroltere » 
the question of mitusel lay in tic traditions] wey direcsly possd 
to Plato and Aristotle comes =- lies somathing athwart to what 
they vere inserested in, but this caly in passing, Let us read 

on where we lefi off, | 


"Zut uny should this bo a cause of change peculiar 40 bre 
ideal state depicted im thc Republic, rather than tne cas 
non to all states, aud indcód to ail things in existence? 
There is 2 forther point. Gan the efflux of tine, which, 
he says. causes cll things to change, exclain how things 
which did not begin similtaneously should ^ ‘simu tane 
eously vzószgo change 1" | 
in othor uovdz. the fect « tho velocity of change. ds a very 
imnortent corsidcration., I moan, if you have a democracy foo 
à thousand yoers or for ene yeer is practically cf the utmose 
groortanca sud tie genera] principile which Pilato gives doczn?o 
explain why tio ons thing Lasts no long and the other so short. 
Yos? | 


"Hoos a thing which come into existence cn the day before 
“the burn. of the tide change simultaneously? Again, wo may 
ask why the ideal stats should turn into a state of tho Spare 
ton typo. Gonctituoions chance, as a rule, more reraiiv 


into am œnocsite than inte a comato forse The seme argue 


meme also avplies to the other changes mentioned by Pleto, 
vken ae depicts thre Spartan typo as changing into oligarchy, 
oligarchy into dmicorasy, and democracy into tyranny, Th 
very reverses mney equeliy happon: democracy, for example, 

can chanveinto oligarchy, and indeed it can do so lore case 
diy tien it con chanze into monarchy. When it comes bo tyrane 
nics Plato stops: le never explains whether they do, or co 
nov, change, nor, if they do, wbiy they do so, or Xxbo what 
constitution they chansa, The Yeason of this omission is 
tani any dzolonabion would have boen difficuli, The navies 
cennob bo sevbice alens the Lines of his armmonts for c3 


t "as e wee ^- - © * 3 ` æ. » Je $, 
these lines o tyrnuny cola kave t0 chong? book into the 


22 EN P A 5 y dat ea quet ae E. uel paper S t. ent ev E 
First amd uccal cOnstiwubvLon, in order to minnin ecnhine 
a $2 - 2 pe -a on -5 ^ wm tmt Dg ae Laa € 

ULGyY UN Gic TCVOJVZID CyG220 Of chance," 


-— Q * . * 1 . L] MT ' 1 * a ` G] 

gvY oe mM 1437578 J ` ee . m vt e; e. mae $4 t "^em on MT enog end 

Lv 7, US Sooty i woe berti aes Sane Teo ake? ae CS AD ior Palo i 2a 
ve - w^ * a 


m ut 
the IN 60 DUC MATS DOCU a z Aa 939 I nono nog zy me at 
Oski l.l Tremenda? decl BECS at ove se WO ov^ NOTUOULONO On à 07225 


| 


oF 


OteaShONs uni ipat venld. of. cenrs2,. reiso a most annoyin Grase 
tion, tus 1 oe racine should comahow ccorga -gub of vhs Uc oPSU. 
out of byra Thebis agil’ Hey wo muss bry == SC the point 
which Arist ae Simply mazes can he said very simo That. ia | 
& mers SUC assection contradicted by iene asae icon 
Tots not tric Skat tvarchics move ~» chanze into democracies. 
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the spirit of the two demceracies would diiier,. Now this is cisar. 
Mou wo come to the next podia. 
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mor we come to the crucial poir-, to. the most preciso discess$o8 
of democracy which ve find in the Politics, Let us read tnai 


Slow, Let us raad iirst the next féhtencs, 


"Let us now ccnsiácr the postulates, the moral temer, and 

the aims of dexocrotio constitutions,“ 

Yes, How it is hard to distinguish in the sequel those thres 
Glements, as if they were wholly incepermisnt from one ancthzr. 
Tne word which he cays, postulates, is -e in Greek it is the word 
axioms. But ccm deesn't nean originally vhet we understand 
by it, Jt means originally that of wnich one is thoungao wortar, 
AXGSoS is worthy. An honor: the rank, the position. Derivasirvely 
ib means that which is honored, 23 it utro, with being tho berine 
wing of a Goocmctvatdon: that which is as2ued as a basis of cCczon- 
Strstion, cow ^íristcotio uses synonymously with thas, imsodisteidy 
afterward, the word hypothesis. and Tater on also dofinition. 
and still l1zt--- the criginating mincinos, So Axistotie is bora 
epperentiy tot «= dsliberately. very imoreeice in hi8 tems anc 
thes has soncriing to do with the fast that this is, after all. 

& political tou: cozling with preencsere which are accessible io 
Tyeryono. ev2l closgen. and theravore tare kind of precisicn 

ia rob r0c10.:1. Eub I don’t Lycos whether that suffices as suze 
pizygaiiion, iew i en then, vhat thehypsthesis of the demo- 
cratic regims is, ‘ 
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the multitude t 00 sovereign ee yes? : 
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be the expression of justics, The argument is that each 
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suli v —— iollous in Gznccrecies is that the poor « they 
being im 2 iumjority, and tne will of the majyaity being soye 
ers? za = £TPG hore soveroics than the rieh, Such is th 
first fer. of liberty. which ali ceaccrats =- 3 
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of fact. in iuo uz72. The irsi ug wast? Mentioned before 
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Yes, Siveraiis, thin -— for this. they assert. is the work 

Lrcoctcay; Tamir., Shot Gvcrvuns lizse cs he Likes, since i$ 
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The slave is a man vho lives noz ag he likaa, obviously, bus as 
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“This is ine seeord ef: oi Gcmccrscy, Ito issue is, ideally 
freedem tron eny interference cf poverenia ax. fat tins 
that. guch Ívrocdes as cous fena the inisrchanes of ruling 
and bsirs ruici. Ib eanaributes, ap : nio way, to a general 
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Yes, 2o US gto hese. perhap He let us see, Froedes 
is the aim oJ Cacccrseyv and a sign of sedas is the caus lity 
of ali siticans:rvis of the zajoritr,. Another sien whiea is the 
wors SL iysetcm: -svorpone Dives 25 LO J^boo,., 250 are coiirctters 
cf froocum. TL? cuestion is: is ome of then Rice or net? "ss 
Wes & Gotabacn thics was discussed oy Er. gonna in his piire 
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one can vay- oi emwlity rathor then of freeden, ond X think this 
CLSULNCtSON bo0vuenn vaL ii / 21d lT90C4 CUS3£8 a bit closov esca 
the distinction boimeen nolitiezl and civis liberty. So since 
the first zs not spaak of frecdom itsol?. let us stars fron 
whe zccond and thers freenc: is said to te vw livs as one likes, 
That is freeden «~-which moans - that is crucial cocause to live 
as oue likes con’? bs meant without ay r2zorà to political zci- 
ence. or thet cou ce forgotton. To jive as one likes means 
not i5 bs Subject vo enyore because if you are Subject to enone 
you can’t live as you like, You hove to live as he who is your 
master Jikes, Yes, but that in chvriously impossible and tharo- 
foro you must wake a compromiss, You must bo =e you are subject 
to ehers? that cast be hsinred, Therefore he to when vou aro 
8X5,305 iust also be subject to you. Thao: C one exin urieh 
you crm skoech sS a Yeasonabie non and thes means bsing ruler ond 
being ee in dura and equality, So aes this point cf view 
equziitvy would bo dordvesive frou freeden, We want to live s 

WO sees Wwe doni us o" hare rofber9. Therefore ecvzdi^7: 
equzliiy is nob itz9lf astractine, Yet the starting seime may 
also be  umdiktir CP ark avintioetis. in effest. starts with z cua liity. 
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je law Bbidinfa e a you must be vjctuou 
in a restricted zzn5o. You must bo honest. Honesty is tis n2 
policy. Thats 213 tners is to it, For Aristotle virtue meang 
much moror TRE excellence How ons can rigi2ly say and one 
must Say yes, but Aristotle, that was one schools the gontilo 
tradition. as some pagole czIl it. There were more tough ninded 
ielious who hod 2 vicy very close to that of Leni, Ari.zicile 
refers to the Sconist Lyocpieron in the third b ee you zuze 
ronember =- when he Qoa the ateh. «v» The Seohists (vri: 
ing on biackboa e 
for our aresent seing Xu other words, 3 did now the Sophisis 
develop a Loox32i: doctrins7 To some extent they did and io thas 
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we surely noo virtus bot ubat? hero are some ameng you who nave 


read the first hook cf Plates Republic, yes? 


"Success," 
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of the ordinary interpretation =o they wouldn’t gay knewlscics,, 


Yes, pover one crn sae but Ist us break is down to make iù 
quito simole: 3 venit sh and Soror. Thrasvzachus wants to cos money 
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of course. mors the Protection af those vno have property t 

of those who have no preperuy, That should be clear. And : Legie 
means the pretection of the ircrease in property, not only of 
Static property., If you read ch «n; five of the second treatise 
you will see thet, Se =-= 211 rights there is wealth ~e there 

is perhons less cmphasis em pr setae and such silly things in 
Locke, but cn tio tough DN — there is a very great 
emphagis. What's the differen 


(Inaudible response). 


“Mo, but they are dispicsble people.. Who cares about that? 
The real guys, vou knou, Sure. there are always some jerks. 
many jerks and they ere naturally ruled and cught to be ruled. 
That's simpie. . . yes? 


(Inaudible cuestion). _ 


Yes, but did Locke really believe thet it is the function 
of goverment to bring about a fairer distribution of property? 
That won?t do anc if vou SEM i think that's not the pointe 
Locke is, cammarsd with ghese Serena or this modern iuiage 
of the sophista. er course muci more rerlcztsd and ho weuld ab- 
solutely agree With Pisto anc isis ia, is would zay tore 
are son? people uino are truly only concernzd with aman z wealth 
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\ and corsciuvs it as 2 means for an end go vo2lth is not the end. 
What's the snd? hs end Lecke calle, as saa did, heopine sa. 


But wrat about napz2inoss? Yes? 
"Hzopinzss is subjective according to bim," 


Absolutly, Heopimess =- in other words the end D" Bubjec- 
tive and therefor: yo 
viera socicty on h differ frca i ndividual 4 to indi- 
viduaj. That is z = th-i 2 impessibic, And hos will vou 
find. thasa, an ona vüich san be made the sud of civil scciety 
given ths subjectivity of the ultimate end? 


"In the form of conditions." 


Concitinns of happiness. ond the eenditiong of havpiness = 
they can be stated: Jife. Litarty. sursuit of NADDİNGSS -ə nowe 
ever vou p]2atc. you can : 2 proper o That is tke 
great cifierense. Therefore ths dostrine c? Locke is so much 
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who would «= I necn that would te a perfectly just order. Thon 
‘ater on certain ciffieultses developed on that grcar3. aiffs- 
culties wits wnicn you are ali fansbior anc ; which lcd to the 
rejecticn of Leckc. You know., today he is only a historical 
figure for this reason. Dm nob now coneerned with tiise Thi 
notion: that you can find the end of civil society in objective 
means for the subjective ends «- that has broken dom tocuy, 

and why? Is it not s perfectiy plevsible ard sensible as — 
that ends may differ ss much as they ploesszo,. but you surcly rə 
Jive, liberty and property to pursue any ends end inerefcze — 
the function of civil society. What's the difference? I mem 
hou does it spocor from today, from present day social science 
point oi view? 


"The means in Locke is not seen as objeciive," 
I dont get you. 


"Ae I understand it, Lecke's notion is that civil socicty 
provides the objective means for subjective enda." 


is relatively unimportant. Fositive law ceesn tt 

have to te ss chjectiva but tbc main poini is that you get an 

o foundation for ths cubjgectavity cf the law, if 

say 80, You know what I meany That you show the necess: 

hats ot positive loss, and whether the law is particules: 

zeod br diesstive disturbzrüss of sons Svoreme Court ivre or 
natever i5 mav ra co that is 2 escondaxry considerstion fron 
brosder contest, Ne. nos the-noint is this. If happiness 
ssent day scciai 
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gone deep eroush inbo that issue, Now let ne start, therciore, 
from a gonctinct diferent angle, Tht doctrine in this -- the 
vasic Sirabun of ncàczn political ticught for which I usc now 
Locke as the nost convenient representative is distinguished 

from the soiled Sephists by one sinple fact, Everyone wns 

‘has ever heard of Locke ==- you don't even nave to read him <= 
knows that Locke tals about natural law, about natural righi. 

Yow what did the Sophists, the so-called Sovhists, Say about 
natural lax and natural risht? I mean I take again this vulgar 
sinpiistic version of what the Sophists thenght. What do they 
say? They reject natural law, They reject it. Hatural leu 
cones much mars irom neoole == although it is not, stricti; speake 
ing, Aristotciian, but i+ is much closor to Aristotle than it 

is to the Somhists, So frm this point of view the modern thought 
appears to Eo scneunere in between Aristotle end the Sophisiz. 

but that is i323 stiil very vague. How let ms try to dig a iile 
bit deeper end kars I nave to refer to this more subtle point 
which was m2£2 by this yrs man here, I forgot your name, 

It really wont do vo reduce he Sophists to that ernde levees 3 
honor end uU22icth, the pigbstv rich. The very rone Ainates that 
they were vo: rush conca armed with wiedan: Sophisthiati has some 
thing to do with sohis, wisdea, I mean that E M been fac 
tivcoly sovwisus vitden, Tnatis mob the veins. But they nad 

@ high rogar: for uisdqu. for clevernoss, for wisam for its 

Gin saks. Thet, incsic nisil, is the Pei - Seorstes zlzuy8 
gets the bestier of them i: this p articular v You see, they 
cair di ew iov 6OXCLO020. Titscymac iine Wants ce ^. but ne also 
wans to be z nmen 30 possesses an arb, 1.0, lyiowledgo. and 
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therefore, that is ultinately the reason way Socrates pots tho 
botosr of hin. soeause he muss protec: the integr ty of his art 
ailict botwsen thet and his simile 


&5 an arè ord chore is a cox 
self-interest... wear scle istoreso. Good, But thers $5 
Baasvbirs more to that and that is somethkizc waich shines throuch 
this volzoy. tyronmnienl tzc2h ing of people dike Thrasymeshus 
as pressi 2 GY Fiats and that 26 this. The interest of tia 
| 


individusi. uc it wealth and presti: 


g3 or be it knowledge - thai 
doss nct nabe a Giiferercse hare ee is nose Simply in harmexy with 
the social ici jig Ths ease can be nado, the trivial ences, 
that vhatevsr you want yon ave Likely to ret ib in society rac 
ther than if you live in a desert, Thans e2cy. But that doos 
not mean ra vou pot it rasi by iranse? oning yourself comictely 
into a citinas:., In other words, vou can while rensining w= tile 
belag a nember c2 civil sosicty regard civil secicty as a meena 
for your exd,; Weld, that is exactly what tho | ram anb does. Yeu 
can't bo & tyrant in a ncs. the tyrant must believe in civil 
Secicty. Yes. but he rorzrás eivil society as somethine $0 ex- 
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So to sosuk, in Mousecane cake seun chine 


he clearest Oliizrence which we will rixa 
; Lecke can belisve thet nis schons is «= nis. political schene 
can ve "P catis Judi do The individual is in every respect 


iy ov. l1 relicve that there is no such harnery- 
tirintors. with a Siieht exar ‘ERTL - for ex2s)i5a4 
eve ia such a narmi o ‘That I think is the CSG, 
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and therefore a nan 


by bei peA a meuber of civil soci- 
u only v. Locke, for ozs mozernb, 
“ced the old trosis 


that there is a conflict, z tension, octucon the individual and 


society s an insolubile tension 
me tine the oricinmstor of s 


«and therefcre Rousseau is at the 


zaoths ing Which you could call toe 


tolitarianuion €i seshory, Hot what ve have nou, tovalitaries- 


isn of ssvermment. bus 
enira. this 2r.2cus and rotori 
fren ths tensicn in Reussest:? 


totriitesianmion of socicty and of anar» 


icus fact is no aceidermi =a follows 
Z san teaching itself, Rousseau 


is in bni — z kind of anachronisa, you can say, That 
I believe has very much to do with that for the followin: reae 
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. vivrius hich is net provided for by the political schc:c I nai 
nisstched ba evo. What de that? Witinakele what would cous out 
- PD Shas is cven relatively. cuiznte to Co in Aristcbis-s casa 
Se thet this nonmeinstrumentel virtue is eantemplstion, moral 
;Mirtue dees not, as Aristotle understands ib c>- ggiehuy points 
to comsrpeaticn as to its cemsicticn, But there is a passage 
ito which we schall teen very shortiv s which this probicm c -— 
Up. Now I sugrest that ve turn now t were we left af? in IWIT 
we IRAT, whore us left off, after "te reifliocticn on Liters 


"Such being the idea of democracy, and the root from which 
b GECSicss, ue can now precsed to stucv its attributes 

or institutions, Thore is the election of officers by all, 
end from all: there is the syctem of all ruling crer seot, 
and esri. in hie iura. over sills there is the method cf 
Gppoixuisr2 by lot to 213 offices =- Or. ab any rato. to 
all unl2n Go not — ecne practical exerience and Doe 
fessional — here is the rule that there should be 

AO PY GL ITTY qui sicasion sor orifice ==» or, ab any rats, 
the isr ang possibis; there is the ruls thabo o o a? 


aeenark oh this last point, That's ine 
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pelity teesnee the only shewe peli sigedly xn ihe narro sensa 
wbien kes tes 2 qna wat tho abolition cf the small psorov5y 
QualilfiQntlz.cl in 3023 sinthes which existed at the beginsine, 
Thab is aob of a basio ivpertanes. In other words, must ons 
zos Sbort Soca «453 pranine in net se Amovdean phoma Ima 
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b2iS2ur9 2152 25 much of ib, but you see the ierant ee iyi 
totic uses kors 2 ous tiers is thong to bt, He does vot simply 
sontify bhinccif wich iù boeause he dees act zocept the tusis 
premise of ths olircrchs that the" tih oro the better pecola3e 
So Aristotle soactimes uses that equation ond souetimes he dots. 
rot. but in si;rict languages he always distinguishes of courts, 
How Jet us go on 2 litt1o bit later in 12153 where he says the 
camon features of the Goncorscios are theses, 


“These ere the attributes coamon to democracies generally. 
-But if we look at the form of democracy and the sort of 
populace which is generally held to be specially typicni, 
we have to connect it with the conception of justice which 
is the recornized denosratic ceneeption e that of eguale 
ity of richis for all on an arlthmetviaal basis. Equality 
kero might be taken to mean that the poorer class showld 
exerciss no greater authority than the riche » o o" 
I hove tne cspeaite: that the rick shsuld not rule =- that 
is the text is DETSs it amounts to it «= the rich should rot 
49 a higher degree thon the poor, nor should the rion olor. 
bo autharitatize. : i 
- Us n o ov, in other words, that sotorvsigrey should not bo 
exorcised only by it, but eoually vested in all the citi- 
ZENS Om a rumerical basis, If thet were the i interprotation 
Puliowsd, the uphoicers of democracy could afford to — 
that equality ee and liberty =- wes really achieved by their 
COUN SLES Lon." 


Tos. poi the emorents is sie}; that is a wrong sddition cf 
arkeo YS mT einer jcs unit is the mewing of this andthe 
scuzwnak semmlicated dleeussion which irollcum? If cemeone vund 
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aicn ion Shs mi “tl. hoy kera somehow thet there must be "- 
porgi sed ti TOSCOR LB Cay to undernterd, They don?t vw 
be whose GO Ghemcalvwoe ihe HVC FO WOOLUL ==- nop to their csi 
Gren, Dat 22 vin Uae FQ ee bw avistaclo turns this canines 
wacoracy. if you want to really heye oQunlity for z El. 
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the spread was nut BB largo. If you suv, if the rich are ono 
fourth of tht posatiation, of the political population. of pi ` 
electors, tien if you five a rich man four times the voting DOW 

| Mq zofs po gam zan then you have equality for the riche That #5 

4 re roughiy what Aristotle sugsesis, But this is only Ssuggesisá 

"here and thet is one of the difficulties of the bock: the mox 

Suggestions mot followed un, Aristotie turns then te the cocos 

racies and the democracy is, of course, not a regime which gives 

Giffereint voting powers to different nocplo,. It gives tnc cams 

voting power to 2il, Iib mest have other meang for protecting 

the — in iheir weetth. Nos Jet us begin there. in 138 zi 

the boginuigg. at bý when he speaks of there being four fors 
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"Of the Peus variciies of democracy the best. aS has already 
bz:sn Noted in $25 previous section a? our inauiry. is the 
one thet cours first inthe order of classiiicsticn. Ib 
15 also the clizsh ef all “ne varistios." 


Lei us stop hore for ons nonenü, The best demoovocy is 
the oldtst. Fos tig Iaads to a m" greet citifieulky. nssely, 
—HÓÀMÓÓM— s 


E 


E Pi. dadi die di Jes? RA th G rpe 
. i msan lor iristotle writing at a late date thatis ne Iorcer 
` E 7 ] = P A : oe a jag n x ^ ^ t E 
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on the tisis of ths inheui, ioe, the worst kind of damcerosye 
— That be vill 40 lete., Drbe I nantien here cni; one point, The 
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politically nest csncerour is the OLIOSUe P CUm bos: ^ xe 
Gano, tha rise recima no kicgship, is sull. older 5 Sema 

: the eldozb denoorasy acd you have, ther, thaisc siltusties: tact 
Waad is politically Loch is seriy, Whet is incellectuclir east. 
Wisden, ls date. That is that I e211 tho discrepertion bovuren 
Brienco ond sociema Yon banish bove the best soolety at the 
Sms tiaz ou uhich you have the Bictzsb erase oi ihe inel 
dosto Tuzt. Y thii, is elso the bosio mobion of Thveydidsad 
“siyo Sparta Ag scverier to Athens po. lXeically. from Thvoydi- 
Gas! poini af vicw. bus Athens is cbvicusiy suverior to Sparta 
LnücllocuocifT, fonsydidea ácozntt cay oyi nin coou % tase brè 
he chous iù by ceed. Yeu anly have to ee ab tie tszlinsirs ise 
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"Tz as t yess of lack of niuners Lacks of manners Cass 
not necesrarily neon that he is nota — nan even . in ino 
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Yes, surc2y, You con cally replace parvenau by the self- de ` 
mag and you kosy -- and say vhat is wrong dici dici the selfemade 
maa? Surely. Then we come back e very good =~ then we navo 
to go into a simewhat ceper strati, namely the whole question 
of stabilliy versus nokility. Is not shabdiitvy a more basic 
nzed of civil society than mobility? And in this repart X anaiak 
va ean say thai at least the political thinkers in the paso werg 

gencrally of She cpinion that süzbility is a more importga tone 
Sidearatica than nakiliti I szy the puce thinkers becauss 
the inmitivides: za, say the individual Atiesian, who wantsd to 
become rich of couree was in favor of mobility. That is silos 
but cone could ssy the consideration of an interested party is 
206 the decisive considaractan, Ths decisive considcration i3 
ths communit G¥ 2s a whois ani there the whole cass uas 10232d 
by orocd politics consicescticns in gevor of stabi iiey ravaar 
then of mobticiy, and the question rignliy te let me pub is iisas 
on us bazis of what fecthar up actors w “pea to Aristo. uw aya 
zodora men mors iilling ho take chezoo3 bha earlier ncn?. 
this mrobies Is. of course. usll. knea tnt accally iù is disms 
‘On the vasis of a Cogzatio preuisos fov exams, that the mac» 
eru post of vic is, of aaurse, right. You mow whan you r2cd, 
fc piv ps ec WELL. thera are distinetio: 3 zeas tavsaon pee 
sivo sosilchios aud stati. Moy Dic omnet aoa Athens surely wes 
à roizt? ively + rLcogeosBivs scoloty; io this seisa, but enia 

With any zoódcsz sosisty 1% was amazingly staticaary, 
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“Can you give aucther exanple of a society other than Athens ?# 


Wail, in Searta it wea in®sitely mare ve 


"Ho, I mcs ovt of the anclemt perici => that vas otzbie 
and is caeascie,"4 
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mush tco Jitie about Chiva | india to s:r dioe cien with on 
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but that hapoensd then? The principle was there is a divine 
sw coms down through Mehzmma this must be oreserved and 
the application to new situations, that is simply deaucticu irc 
She principles gz out fron Hchammad; no change of the pre cS 
entirely, And similar things, of course, existed also in ths 
‘Western world as you keow but as society ==- the first societies 
which as a wholo vere “orogressire.* consciously. deliberately, 
‘were the modern wesuern societies. In other words, there was 
 Pr6gro88; but unzvcved progress, and the simple e- have you ever 
read ` $8 Ancient Lex, which ig a very very 
eful subject, where he tries to show the difference between 
ancient lay and. of course, modarn. Now the basic principle 
is ancient lew is -- tomeeived of itself as unchanceabile , Male 
rn lay is undersi "- aS a matier of course changeable., Anclens 
"Sew in fact chonrsd. bub it chonged waavowediy, Ono means vas. 
for example. legal, fiction. ees e is conpictcly changed. uuo 
a fiction is mace which makes i pear that ib was wzobanzod, 
This kind of tiircz. and others, naar allegorical yc tpa 
you kno, You say tis Sacred text Goesa’t mean that in partite 
ular o o o aS 2n example, wine drinising is forbidden nid the 
commentators in PENSA, --— they like to dvirk wine say that 
means only wins iran DSS and mot other vizo, In a modern 
society that's abs lee agit unnzcessary and therefore this dcctrine 
$ of Soverei guiy uhisn Tzorzed in the impie: Soventeerth cens 
tury is of such a orvoial ixrortznto esause it implies this 
] prineipie of chanzo. “hat is nothangeabls is the iocation c2 
the lamaker. not ike las, The lawzaker is th: sovercicn, There 
must b» oro man or cody of mon cho are sovsreign and laws rogard= 
ing lakasking must bo stabis., but the Jaws ean bo chanzed as 
you please, And another which telongs to tho same context: tha 
Gistinstion betuar fundsments). Laws aud non-furdamental lavo. 
Bom-fundauentas Jass: no provion. The fundamsatal laws aro Sae 
cred, or exemole. in tis French doctrine the royal demain. that!s 
a fundamontal lex. or oniy s o e thet the lau is solids that’s 
ucfuncciong2i, Also mayue thet thera must ke registration of 
ias Asus by tho colscmies: Dusconmer io WE evorytoiuz else golvovi 
In oor usderr moricn of censtieuticas Skis distinction survives 
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at” stronger is the proper translation of thet word, There can bs ee 
NM that denerds on ail kinds of considerations, who is stronzer, 
Numbers ordinarily do play a rote, of ai 


z. : He wasn’t talking about ats ary or -— theres. ho seems 
rms s to be talking about those wno would have constitutional 
| rights," 


Yes, but the rule which Aristotle gives is this: that those 

who adhere to the regime must be stronger than those who do nob 

| hike the regimes. In what thet strength consists =e it may not 
«=æ for exampls, pecplo who don?t have rights noy believe in the 
divine right of their ruler and therefore the ruler doesn't med 
many wosepons, Ecwever ihat stremcth =e that can came fro: a 
different ressons, You gave us a revert about what Aristotle 
has to say on the lav enforcing cifices. el did not emphasizs 
tae fact thet this remark about pen iaw enforcing offices is 
unusually nee Mi Z3 devotes many more sees to this partie 
cuizr kind of office than to the others. Itis not remarkable? 
I mean, the vehi 4 seens to diseppaar o How do you expisin that? 
I mean, why is Aristotle so much concerned tach the law enforcing 
offices whereas vo would nO a 282rzo53 to i an iíporoant rois? 


"Woll tkis is an ageaney cf stabilit vy in that if you hava 
no enforcemens of the inv =e 


Yes, tnai everyor> would adsit, but — -— did he nob 
regard the question of the iav enforeiag offices 23 a naja po» 
litical probizs? Very simole, Replese United sardi or Anerica 
Gy iho old iconiczed hee J England teu where fetos citizens nave 
te be the lo enforcers p s , , That is the reason, We do ave 
a ave this sioyis diresis dmneccracy. or hocsvow you wight call 
» Which Aristosie presupposes and therefore this particular 
at Tieni is ccoamseted wita this cusstion, And row the 2255 
I 
ticular'y conivcine, Why? I msan thers are mony coitusins things 
in this cocticn witnoct sny ouesidca bu why did you find thea 
end particuisriy? 


Beit regarcsns your pansy: yor seid tha end of Bosk VI was roy 
n thors 
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"6 a o X really didn't underst-rd what piiss he wes talk- 
sng about or if he mesnh states in gerervl or avolyins b 
to Gligevchics., Barker says tisi, bub Aristotle dc asai to 
Barker seye neg oocaking af states in general is tho sime 
nary areva, oui Arissctle dicii say what he vas p benii 
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it. Tas emphasis is Simply on wich AXind of executive cftioos 

ere required is ay neis d but there are a feu remarks. vevorázbee 
2955 2bcub de Gistinctively dencnratic anc disti tively 043. gar 
enic offices ab the enda. There Bee some, Bob the observatian 

is correct ami there is a great difficulty regarding this whole = 


end which I sili take up inter, There is only ona point hic» 
I wentioned aivcoady which was brought wn hy Nr. emyecs in has 
paper, where 22 Mr, eryaezt Any Cenolio Wnich Lo coula derivs 
from writing kis paper hs loses because he can't read ny nani 
writing. How here he says, in a paper on last veek’s asslgmente 
in this tyoe of danocracy all showld have the right to elect 
to office ard property qualifications should be made for hold 
ing office, Waththa nore important the officer, the greater shovwld 
bs the quajification, Ard this brings kin into certain diffi» 
culties, How what do you sey to this essertion itself? I mser, 
disregarding the Aristotelian text. AlL should have the right 
to tiect, to office and property qualifications for holding ofe 
fics. Is this a democracy? You say it is. on the basis of what? 
I mean in the morent you make property the qualificeticn and es= 
pecially considerable properti y GQualificatica of office that's 
— y M inis very fact pe Ya Gan say thera 25 a mixvurs 
cf domocrecsy and ciigereny becaus2 everyore can elects, bot r25 
evary ore gu Giyinin, bui you cane Lay Cewocrsey, Bow if vou 
would Leck up ine pasare. 23292, 29 to 29 =e nO, thst cant 
bo corrects tent cennob bo carent, i'n sorry, I susi hays nna 
& glip, But zt any rete in the combaxt it appsars that Aristoetis 
does not make ihis sic2ly a dausad ee the property qualifications, 
o o o LO yeu kavo it? 


"Ca the c» hand all the citizens will enjoy the thre: rights 
of sisctarg the nagistrates, calling pis to account, and 

Sinz im the lzy courts: on the oiher hand the most ino 
portans offices will te willed wy cisciien, and confined 
to those “be can satiefy a proosrtr quei r 1ii9cllon, The creater 
the inorrtecnmee of an d the grnater night be tho property 
Qualific-tiou required,  Alternabiv-lr, mo property c quali 
fication might be required for any offisa, e e of 


Sure; Do*CDOY. oriy in the lather ease vould it remain a 
desocrzsy, Thoi Vas cno polsi and the other poist << 
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Tes, We cons te that and that is a pest, great questios 
which tras veia raised by sensore clag =» no. Ww Hr, Snyder si, 
the czd of hic nuper. Pho stm of Qunccrz oy 23 Tar eno Lora 
of vuich coucisic in tae interchenre botoon owes j amd 2 Mao. 
ie manta ef corre ene sien ef ties consists in the fast thas 
Cruryout mics ond ie wing ruled in eae "l5 a exstenm which 
rosteLcos this ricat meb as Aristotiles arriculi ural cuntermury 
mrtueliy & Gcmorrasy, Ig ib ros some pow foo of cosmos: uL 
afire coduwreon Cinosmpsasy ar Ciim“ Vet's a ceed Quoshoot 


wand 


and i SEL ok the Gscstdon was als in your aind., So ie isni 
here so I can*t nein miz, ZOW- perhaps we consider again tiis 
passara regaravas ccasracy ai that is. sfter Cli. 2 SUD C6 
to which we 232 nave the pena veces by virt of our Living 
‘dn a dauceresy: i3i/0l(. after be has given the rereral dein» 
dition of democracy ve xa ve have made this premise and this 
boing the initiating principle, namely of democracy 3 the follow» 
ing things are cComceratio => yes? 


|". a o We can now procesd to study. its attributes and ine 
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ately wo aust make nere $ cuali fiesbicn, In certain cauca ver 
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kö- DO, iirst, no properzy cualifiestch or a very Mult 
ona, Ths is s1zo ponis ably Compa te: with acrieuliural denos» 
racy, where if you say zi very snai nroperiy qualification bis 
BTH] 


ths owner of a very sgeil plot of land Bay vopy well i nave the 


prooerüy ta dde How the next poini, 


W,v e Shere is the rule “Shieh. apart from the militsry ofe 
ficcs, no offices should ever ne hold tu ise oy the same per- 
sm - Cr. at any rate, oniy an few cccusicns, and those 
relating only to a few offices." 


Why that? Wiry is this neesss ary for a porfect denocracy? 
To give to everyone the change =a the chance that everyore wiil 
come to the top inererce with tt^ coersase of the tenure. Think 
of a ron has. ax. vovshly an consriunity thirty years where 
he can 22 polit teats br zcbiwe ard. zny, the hiche st offices are 
toa: thse hundred ~» only three husdrod of thet generation can 
ever wi it. sar if pecole San Se reeslectsd 211 ths tirs thm 
charess for the iandivudual decrease, Ib is strietly logical, 
Next poini. 

Foo o thtra ic, finals, the rule ti at the tenure of every 

offica -- or, a& say rata, si as mony ac possible -=-= should 


Thin is vcLonv, Yn other words. if you reduce the tenure 


from ono yoar to a hair a year, you inmediately incrsace the 
chances Tor overycas oy fam and so on, Yes? 
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65. Gis Ls the system of popular eo. petas corposed cf 
ali the citizens oy of persors sSw)ected Yvom all, and cone 
petont 5o 4scico all casea — cz. at re rate, most of thax. 
ami thea: the preatest and mosi important, such as the nudi 
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is absolutely ojoar, . That's democratic and the question ucuid 
then be, is this ccpatibla with the 2 rule in democracy, You 
rensabors that was ths questica yoised, is - rule in doseras 
cy not a concealad polity or arisiccracy. I would say no, Ib. 
is a true denccracy in Dia: conss because a these conditions 
can be met by a rule of democracy ox especially o- well, you 
hase to make some comeessiens. If you baye an assembly cvory 
two waces and no railways and helicepters around then, of course, 
you. can only havs raro asuemblies, but let us say you have in 
winter and after harvest and before sowing tine, have three 2s» 
Seablies and thoy must do businsse for the whole year and ail 
imoastant business is to os maco there to the extent to which 
it is possibis, If there should be suddenly a war scare betera 
harvest tims coon. of — vou have to do something else., 

cu must havo some man ox cody of men who casn act on behal? af 
the assembiy., That is ane, But cthsrwviss you can e I would 
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a genuino dexcsracy althe rh it. by virtus of the necessities 
` ths hose poule do nob wani to be dlected because they can't 
affsrd to stey auey Enes their farms Zor a year, or for a shorter 
tims even, Will wing it about thas pocple in whom they have 
tress. leo TODDOC table so wires op Tesnsctable patriclansa cm 
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(ell. Acistotle says in n every one of the brman beines. 
mak is not ali of ne beeruce the Greek word human bedaes is 3 
Sase bines used in comtra-di.siinetion to pan ana you all kasy 
what Aristotils thougits abori the men. Woll, let mc explain this 
termimaiogy., Human being, in Greek anthropos, in French oe yas 


anthropos. Thai teans eny hunan being, surety, ng it is also 


used in cont tre-cistincticon to people who are not moroly kumam 
beings bub resi 2073; NEWNESS, that is in Spanish the same things 
in lotum. pn ani even in Luban tne word is nox, meaning a mile 
man but not every male human being because not every nale Ivan 
baing is an hobre and omaia 43 in Gresk a in Latin 9 
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in Cpanion haoro. in German you also T- a distinction: MEMS» 
human ge and | EmMo 30 meira ~a God knows whether he dia 
not mean -- did rot wish to e:clude the real nen, One must b 
earsiul, I wouidn:t say either but Y vould also preserve the 
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just rigis.“ 
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the süructuro of. cash chonld be calculoted by that of ths 
comrespendine sedie ee of CTmenTaOy The Myst: and best 
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You s283 is olosciy akin, Ib is mver identical. Aristctic 


calls it uelioblenógod and thet. of course, would apply aiso te 


the best democracy: thet it is uslieblended. but not ar teing 
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leciooraey but by coming cicse in its setusl workir; to 


sonsthins tetter than a democracy in the rural democracy. why 
is it not identical? Let us read the sequal. 


"in an oligarchy of this typo there should be two separate 
asscsament rojls.s "ee ard a lower, Entry in the icr 
rcli should qualify nen for avnointment to the loses; orti» 
ces that hawo to be T3230; oue entry in the higner should 
be required for ansoiniment to the more important, Gi the 
other hand any peraen who acquires sufficisnt property to 
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evervor2 concerned, For exile. in other words ons sould haya 
to stu this in iwiteerlerd. The situation is very Giitere erh, 
in à:l:orest comurics, ia not Withdut difficulties in Switse 
erdand either. : 


"o o o Yes, bot if you uss what he was in applying to Care 
thege. the muwi of a fziriy good regims = " 


Yes, tut Carthage = 23 honogercons. They had a Pters- 
genscos nsroonary aruy but et: is easy provided you have a M d 
bruisi diszciplius, as you kou, like the fornign legion in Trance. 
That is 3 simple prebicn waich men have always bsan abie to solve 
and it’s zcactimes the canon interest - the booty =- that it 
could =- the army becomes, as jV vers, the fatoerlsnd cf the 
mercenary coloca Ycs, Surely <= that in come counmtriss. i 
believe this. e^ untry could aise os —* among them, these 
questions sro of the uisost practical inmortance amd only a moet 
fool couic dery Shon, Luk ons — in which they can be uinixizod 
end which is ndor nė aum wawie Coprossh io cary is. of cums, 
the view thet fiw th: nost iurdacental genes o? view these dile 
Zerences are ensordery. Ths ihscrcetiool expression of soma is 
the cocteine oi the r3 172862.0f mim and the m od ex" docto 
I gsaa that is not anpliceblz to Zsitozerland cesanse thant qus 
back barcac thait time mm im presons day ditcucsions thn... of 
course, sinays prcvaita, The gi Pianlty cores baek is smite 

Ê the furdarsntal acrission ef kn pilis. Thabls sho tarb 
and hos to bandio bies ee thage Gitfleukties ee depends wiirely 
om ths situasics. a zivər situation: no general stabenent is 
possibla, but that 39 washes an urscwal difi sisulty. an eaae c2 
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Yes. to some exter. Yeo, tias he means on this porticue 
law point e= you nen on oligsrehy which dogesath fora a conis 
bui: 25 3 3 TS D Sure; vn bat 653.1. s this ‘kird cf nobiLhity 2 a 
goietoly under corral, So ther. de; fron time to time ences 

| Baaahy to ey in other words. he mast giv: then a guaransag ` 
 tnz$ he will uch upset the apple cars, but if you have ucoilitr 
Bizeslw you ban no igo against the mobility upestiars: van 
Expe cars. Bow let us tum then zo tha nore dotailed discuse 
sim cf oll cuxhYs I don3t knew whether we have =e vas, he ree 
fers firs: to tne militar; read the besinningr 1323a5 —- there 
are chiefly four parts of the muitiiuca, 


"Just as there ero four "ehiel divisions of the mass of ^ 
pee =» farmers, mechanics, shop seepers,, and Goy322 
bourers -= SO thoro are also four winds of military bi 
=e "es irr. heavy infemory. light=armed troops, end the 
navy " /stsader interjectis: "x thick be means that they <= 
reanonsbiy that they corrsspond."/ 
no 
DE 


Yes, but there is unfortunately 


such simple corrosrcote 
csass, Yes? Yes, but still fssners 
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Kwners 2 torritory is suitable for the use of cavalry, there 
- 33 3 favourable ground for the construction of a strong 
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So, thai is ioportan’ and that. in a way, settles the ize 
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know. who did hot move in heavy columns Like ths Redeoats but 
were just shooting frc: sehind a trea. a great military advan- . 
taco under certain conditicnz." Aristciis says let us try to 

find an equiveiens for thet if you can, if you want to have an 
oligarchy and chat vould mean let your younger boys Who are not 
yet say seventeen or nineteen or so -= let them learn to figat 

as light infantry and then they can help you a bit if you are 

in such a situstion, That's all, He replies to a military prob 
len in military terms whích is the only way to solve a milinary 
proble:, isn’t i57 I mean that is striccly limited bere. es 
we come 5o a more political discussion in the sequel, 1321«1h. 
This is the first recive izdcod, The oligarchy must beat ons 
Geos ot its oun gomes obreriise it can’t last. That's the first 
recice, Then he gives the second recipes there mist be the peue 
sibility of ascers. not a closed caste. That was a point which 
inpresced ycus xe aan reed that in a, 26 througa 31, Yes? 


(Change of tans), 


(Tepe resumes during the reading of page 272, paragraph lh, 
in Barkeri, P7. 2 . Hissalia, is to compile a list oF ail 
vko ars worthy of office, whether or no they have aù the 
tima a place in tns civic body," 
oi e 
Yous, in cther words weeding ont cf tna unworthy from tins 
to tins, not te rave a king of izpossible burden on che ruling 
class, That's cisaor, Yes, and tha last poini? 
"The most important offices, which must necessarily bo held 
ciiisen3. should involve the duty of perforzing 
c Sorwicen, This will have tbe offest of mak- 
UB cuiesce in thoir am exelutica 
^ Will make them ready to toleratsa 
heey a price fcr the priviieco, Thess 
bizuor ofliclais nay also oe properly exoscteda to offer 
magnbtiescns cooviYiees on their entry into their office, 
and GO Grsct coma public cullding during its courses. Tie 
peonio ee sharing in these entertainnento. and seeing their 
-Gity docomsted with votive opmoamenis and edifisss ee "dll 
rosdily tolerate the survival of ojigarohys and the nota 
bies wild ive their rsvard in visible mesertals of thoir 
cza cubizy.* 
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offices ars related to the CLIZLIOQS DOE ani Habis serv 
sirane: omens: 6infdgwis nnd dissutved already the westi 
of C4 Gilleron ezccuvive acliecs an Book W euch mare -= in 
A299 to 1300 ^o mh -—- extensively hers, And it is a erent 
gnestion For the un teystending of the Polities as a whole, wip 
doss he ‘pring 5 his here, (bts seemingiv nruoesssavy sapai tin, 
That is a very difficule question uicieh X can barely anser. 
We stant perhans eo ot us locr gt in a bio nore closer. Hos 
Aristotle states first two conzonl pwinciples: Pirat, a distoncte 
tion beiwcen bwo kinds of ruling offices, $ bhe ones which he salis 
necessary and those which are required for good ordsr. How thak 
mist oc -— undersioen, Tha others Inter are also necessary 
lon her point of vies. hesessary means in Aristotis ire» 
quently maray nesses: "r wxGhows any inherono niir, . exe. 
Aampic cers te boana eablieveced is obwiousiy nesessary giam COM 
tain c CGUIGLGLOTA nu Ro p would regard this as somthing i 
lock wo t2, jud ges are also idonei "ge judges arse pospeskud o 
So Aristotle simaye distinguishes e b ataya am freou nt iy 
Gisvarg chess bo ae “the Te tecsaxy id the vokis where tha msap- 
ing i5 the nacassary i2 senething which is nersiy a meane end 
cannot bo uzdorStcoi zs am ong, Ths noble can be understocd a8 
something ehgizxicvihy fom its com sake, And tha gereon <3 general 
— ^ is tas tess is a Gifforen e rerarcing rulirg africes 
bateon meji and large cities, Sack] cities cay ™ have ag mars 
artian | c AS goab a varicty of of ices in call ones, Theres 
Lore Ou “VS bo wonder which offices ean bs ecubined with Kaisk ^ 
amd “hich are no^ conkdmebie, Theve aro the tyo gensrco)h porusie 
pies, Hox e then first ho speak? af the necessary offices ani 
ennizicns x: cf them: cupervision of the markets, supervision 
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af gveot and hol idiaas,. rvoervision of bwildines end so on 
ani rivers ani go in the eoznts UaBAiCT, Paver a CT. 
recor ars. zípTStcvclesg Yd Mes iy. ths penal executive offices, 
inis Lish fos Ao dhesussac sy £zistozja with vreaa’ 1 donci 


-beceuss thet souis v6 CERES engegs NO diiiion] LoLcg aud i5 curchy 


| deoa Lf you bove a puis. o sull AM die vaore uam men ver] 
bie for your CESSI LORS - td So Gi your iellos citizens, 
You krou. there are syi Lands OF ares seeren mnich your Iuehiy 
can brisg o3 tas feadiy of thu ebtbez, You mush ket thes. end 
therefore that $5 a nertdevlerly Gifficuli thingo But ii io 
not cro of the jebs aesiresie fos thir cows ankes I moan where 
thers are voaliy . #7 then he turns to the most ras 
Spectaola muiing effiess ån 1327 /b 7. 8 Lelisxire., wer ths 
first are wlilitersy cilzees: snes seueeais are Leaked up tos 
Inso*n eleac, ns soGonds the Riresocs? finaueial officen. 4ra 
Gauclcors. AUC ibo feind wish e. togt we mo reeds E iy E 
where ys coma to cu copretally inoorcans one ee do you hawe thet? 
“Resides the tui myr piriona p sirondy mentlgued. thoro is 
* dia te sns =. cm; of TOIT. adu ie 
LOGnBOD' TLITI Atel more ikan ay cobhar Offios. tho 
wands ranz of puntas afiretes,* 
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the highest offices saat be civil. civilicn end - mill — | 
except accidentally, and what is ‘tact 3 | | d 


"The office in question is one which, in a large number 

of states, pooma ses the double power of introducing mate 
ters ard of brirzing them to caspleticn. Short of that, 
and where |» pecole itself is in control, it presides over 
the iaeia s : for there must be a bey to act 28 convener 
to tne controling authority of the constdtution, The hold= 
ers of this office are in seme states called Probovi^i. 

or the preliminary council, tecause thoy initiate Goilosre 
ations bat where thera is a puler assembly, they are called 
Bovis or Council,# 


Yes; let us stco here, In othor words, in a democratic ree 


grime the power of these men who pre bilis is much emailer 
then in an oliverchic and sog that's clear, But even there, 
eren in 2 democracy that is the highest executive office fron 
his point of view and the highest hecause however Sovereign the 


assembled pecie may bs as to what they want to do, the tining 
and the propersvion of the tilts in formal iS, as.you 


£13 have learned in napy classes in political science, of ths 
-UGRDSt inp SATAO d and you «= I guppess you can bring soe Amsre 


icar 


pti 


eximoles of cemittees. Senate comulttees especially. waish 
a peter they wieid in spite of the fact thet this is & 


dzsossasy. Throat is what Aristotle moans. That is the most ime 
porsant office: that which prepares the — ss of the asccn< 


= Mies ~ oe rv. Ta em 
biiez, That is she highest 


Uecsuse khai “He would eall the execeo 


utip - where is thas e what we would 231 1 che exocutd ys «sn 
wrere is thet ners? The conmsncer in chief, that's military 


ne 


Fr 
^ du 


for. 


is 
4: Mou 
tus 


ehould not brains in his di 


b 
That is as such subjset to civilian control. There is no chief, 
Singis Ghi exsecutio aS you have ln American corsbituiign 


& prime rinisio in the British ssnae: thas is nob provig aZ 
i$ i3 a colicsinm, a cody, a mall body of men who as 

nigros excowic ye v» neg in socicty evan dn & dencoracT, 

<> thon En come to thse last point: ctecenes theses nino ars 

political cifices cess now we'll coms to the next. 


"But there is alse another province of affairs, which is 
ecncerned with the eul^ of the civis dz a s 


Yess of covres 4érissstis sim xy EayYZ, with the pads. Berker 
olnooion kero: with the geis. 


"id 
Boe o ant this roquizes ciffilosrs such as priests end cuse 
todiars of temples e- custodiens char¢sd with the maimocne 
ance ang rcevair of fabrics and ins management of any ciner 
wreperty sssigned to che sexvice cf the gods, Occasionally 
(for ezemvie. in small states) the whole of this provimse 
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Of the sacred ithinzs, Thero is no Greek word for PES 
. the sacred inir-z, (Ineudible remark). Yes, all kinds of things, 
‘any vessel or Wheat have you. Yes? 


"Closely related to these varicus offices there may also 

be a sepsrace office, changed with the management of aii 
public sacrifices which have the distinction of being coie- 
brated on the city’s common hearth, and, as such, are no 
legally assigned to the priests. The holders of thie office 
are in seme states calisd archon, in others king, end in 
others przyv2neis 


Yes, Do rou lmow where they wers called kings? frome $ 
Athens «= Athens in particular. Ii mean, tne nighest ciiicicl 
=. the Athenians elected ten rulers, archons, every year and 
one had the wies, the additional titis the ruler mong end no 

(was in charge oF the snered thincs, thorofore also hore 
cf Socrates! brick beeanss Socrates! trial fell within this doe 
mein, Now then arterveard Aristotils repeats the enumeration in 
a different wey and gives as bhs first ioca thatthe effices 
waich rays to co with the demonic things, 1,05. the gods ard war, 
For sons SoYaccs reagon he takes them together and ends agzina 


& 


I 


5 


M 


- 


in this pee rabion u on ths couxeil, The whole entzeraticn 
ends here with the council. Hoy there is a certain aiffieuler 
bers. You 83 2 the counei l Was the Aighost, we have seen bermas 
and kore the inch ends With that. What about -— and thet. o2 
course, is a very dubious inforenes but ome must toy i$ at any 
rete, = ib nog =- would not be the first then the 1050875. 
ths thinets whats . hata to do with tae cosas? In this case ta iin 
an easy poen Lon Straizht from bks horse's mouth, meaning Arise@ 
totis, because iə tases vp tizi omsbion sgain in Book Vil and 
eAacYS e Wis VELL read wera Uu 


^ N Er ~ 
V3 arme inen d o Cad bisi - a ate ace be wives a SoloSicn 2213 


this formula. Es giros smcbusr cnuueravlon of the officss i 
order of inmorianss, cn, ko, times and Dos aed then when n2 
ecmes to mabor Divs be saves tho Berth anc Airst, what hes to 
do with tos sacs, In one senses 2S is - does not belong to the 
importants ones. Caly nuber fiver a judicial system and oxeee 
utive offices and Acosislatlve is such more imeertant. Ext in 
another senses. iy its inner sizin, aucause gods are so much oue 
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5 * — po 49". S23 s poys Ca e 
zaan th maser af liras devoted to this problcm. "sca kt 
"T s$- Jrs ee 
that kas aiso 50 do thes wirn the r9 2t question raised e o 
als ~ne na 

Ono of the betorecomitics you nx sored axe relicicus hotoroe 
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raturallr. bis not =e there 
Grano dirzforence between ths 
The ancient dense 


anülirz as pentliemon would. 
‘no Insel log, and that is cm inp 
mocsrn demccresy and the ancient denocr 
racy Was nob secular, It was -- i mean that has been confused 


€ 


As U-6 


ZU yery much becorce in the eighteenth conbury espsciaily in Franco 


and other countries -~ Enzisnd too == when they fought against 

the established church they «aye isoksd back to classieal ane 
tiquity with its bosutifnl itbersiisn -= you know — men like 
Voltzize and cthers, Yes, wat Surzly Athens vas much more liberal, 
Bay, than the Spin of Torausmadas thsre is no doubt about tu. 
Bus l6 was, of courca, now iiberal in ths strict sense because 
that was only an casyesoing practicas There was no right invoived 
hers, That poosle hare vigkss, full civic rights, regardless 


of whethzr Gacy be 
more -e Cicarcr soge there 
how jong it teak until in 
acquired mm Yiogeooutormiso 
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sstraiished rep or in the 
is no ssiebliched religion, Think 
iomecontormist Christians in England 
Protestant Christians acquired re 


civic rigis in Sritciz, Eat still ths modorn society fraa its 
very bazinzins tenced to bs a purely pagan socioty and ona 
can =- We Lind thet vory cicarly in Hobbss right at the becin= 
ning and that is 2 major Quiloronce end thet oe it still picys 
2 certsin relis, natuiraiix. evon in the western democrasics and 
the pausicnass interest watch peiitisally interested peoris have 
in that raca in Yirginis is a simple conossporary pres? cf that 
A? you need a preot, Fos? 


“Well oven thouch ib esteue that Aristotie is assuming c 
siriy cimos set of conditions, t that is it J have kongo 
genoity Ol ail bhsss thinzs3 relision, ethmiciby, all ths 


Yu. = = 
things ait rich CI QOL 
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z Jish novorthsiosg I Xa23à ti 


ons i256507 mhich varies — thet is, soslth, the rick end 

She poor. ard diususssy the prlnulndes we "how this is dag 

Oripti-o wiii ths poliuy or dezseresy, I think ve havo 

extends Dolo to cover bhs obher cases in our particular 

Gencercer as Tolices. That is, vs have done such things 

as balance tichksts e o o 62 even theech he doesn’t discuss 

this Choro is a sonso in viieh you een aay the prircipis 
is Siili the Eso." 

Very good, i vowld go with you up tothis point, but I 
have tc ada cone bmoriant quuliiiontlous. Now first only an 
additional seusrs, That is in 2 vay that X — ca 
The verr pivolislty ef tha gonane in Ariststdo scamared with 
the exem asiy gumices sitrosion ín noder een zog is as eoxronty 
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convictions, Orly accidentally. The man xay have exactiy ths 
same convictions prior and after hi5 bancruptsy, for exenplse | 
Only accidentally, but that is not essenbicliy different. Pub ; 
an the cage cf religion conviction would and simi in 
the case of lanmagss as languages ono could say thai is in ite 
self noshing particular, That is in a way posivically nore Sue 
porfici»l. you can say, than rich and poor, mt practicaliy of 
the very greatest importance becausa what ptople think shout 

the differenze of lznzunges makes it a very divisive forco, 

That would have to be taken into sonsidevavion, How the last 
point Y want to make rogsrding Book VI concerns the ends that 

$6 3322637, That realy must be the last sontence in 12223 

Hos thero sre nesulier of Mess for those cities which have greater 
loisuro and oro more weelltby or roro better sif == yas -e am 
furtbsreers for those which ere concerznod uii =- 


“fm addition there ere offices peculiar to certain states 
which have a more Iisisured character ani = greater domoa 
of vroszerisy, snd consern themselves with good disciulins 


wo offices for the sunervision of wansn: Zor onforoloz cage 
dience to law; for ths suntrvision of children: end ror ine 


^. eontrol c2 physical training. We may aiso inciuce ths cfiice 
for the Sunsristendsnes of athletic contests and dramatic 
competitions and 211 other similar spertasles,. Some cf these 
orfises =e thoas fcr the supervieion of vomen and chilcren, 
for sxcamis «= are Clearly cut of plass in a democracy: 
the poor men, not having slaves, is ccxsslied to use his 
wizs and chiicren 2s Yollcwors and atcencantee® 


Yes; let us stop hires . Now here that is only a Bpecison 
of how office are affected by the difference of regime, Thsy 
cbvlousiy necc sll deliharssive and judicis, priests ond se 
on and so cn. but hor? io a citwerenss besause in a cenocracy 
there cannot =-= well. teke a modern exempis: an institution Like 
censoriily is an undemccratic institution. I telisvs. Most pople 
ould cay ee an wudsmceratic insi2uwxolon. Ib inten- 
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feyes with that frosdca bo iive as you Like waich ig a principis 
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pozi, There are eensoro who watch the manners of vonon and of 
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chitdyon, Thar is an uncomecratic insbitut2ca ag Avristetic doas 
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to sey because ee Uhy is this unccneeratis ee iweause the 
isncoracy Lg ina imverests and the tastes of the many. i.e. of 
tho poor. cackas, Nos the noor sanmot keen their women as kons 
w nc Athenian undersvondin7 cf 
Sinais DYODy3C0UY ee hrb thor ura now e domi walk in the vireets 
— HE X AP: ad 
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woulda like te iring 5 ancoiinr. question but what's the time now? 
e arver to fi vod zos ins - lr. SYOUDy will you cane to no 
ar Glass beeauso yeu bre: aghi up the question 2 chore tine 
“which I wevid lie to bring up i T don't imew the correct 
p uhioh it cae uo. Will you come to n» after class? Good, 
How what Was your question, Miss 7 


(Imaudibie quéstion). . 


Yes. That is trv There is a real difficulty, Wow I 
remind vou cf the pretiu. — cemosraesy, modern democracy. 


Aristci?o gives 2 défirivios i democracy =- you romember, unc 
overcli Gefirition. in whist se recozni:s crucial elements cf 
modern domoOorz:rzt Ercecem in tne sense oi doing what one likes 
to the eters to which It iz ab all possible, To do what one 
prefers is a Zowmic shiek I rzad in a nresom day erus iste 
Ané.tha secon21 ruling ani being ruled in bwn, which is. of 
course, conglcsrcbly weditiord par eprezoutabiys Con neeraey but 
in Bo:9 way, xs le net ia TIS, € jergoun i ic an slesteor anc ovary- 
4 one is clicibis, is preserved, Caley tha eligibility e no cam 
is taken that ins ellclorllly of GVerTOns becoroa a fact, lus 
| ez not bs dors e~ i2 zob Grim cesir dern ie unie modern conditions. 
at am: the Clrfovenses tient How I could firstu say ths cise 
farerecs ave uo te ths ook that J ieicido thinks cf denecrae 
cy in the pelis. in a 57221 eosiety “here a rovresombsbive gove 
orrae 3o oii of Pikes ami Wor enoseary and sssoniig, ihe ize 
Stisusion of Sizvexr, Thehis siweys thers, and thes. of course. 
ascouunto lop Sertnis cifierconstde Ast v DID o lot us try . 
to maus Cari ee NIU oneg We reslinc bhis we realiza also thas 
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of whothes it is concorantiec: or uct. is not a polis and cumidar@= 
dy tha 2259 BPD $9 slaveny: the wresernce of Slavery in tae 
olü gurose. the abcsnee of slavery im the uodest iene. Wo 
haya $kon Go eensics?. combro, amsiens Scoloty with Ekcóox" 
fociovy, hab ile Lo not tersihis in a clear way oxsopt if vo 
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are ine differen: ends of society es a whole according to Arise 
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totis ond accordins to tic ncóossm dooteir2? I discussed that 


last time in a very Mited vay. naturally, taking Locke ag s 


good representative of modern thovsits: and ded. stotie, of class de 
cal thoirb, anc then we sce clearly Zor Aristotle the ond is 
virtee; for Lecke is the pro oteots. on of presevty, Wo can reduce 
this to a more fundamental principio by using some other terms 
which ars not identical mi +i ich are irmied in bag by say» 
ing in Aristotle the emphasise is on duties: in the modern dose 
trins the emphasis is on rigits. Both admit. implicitly or exe 
plistily. dutiss or tights. nate rally, bscause they are, in a 
Way's Jassy arable, Bub it is & que stion of the emphasis. Whee 
thar the rights are in the zevvice of dubies or the dusies in 
the sorvice of rights and in vids respects the , dist sagte is 
very cier, I carub nec develop to shou that this oxolcn 
by zizi:3 is underivir isg the more recent ovientabion | ih things 
as selferealizati cn. I give you only ome ink ketween right end 
felierosligeticn ena that is ercsativity. The individusl «= tks 
baarer ol the rights i3 the individusl and this individual is 
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concsived of thon on the basis of a deeper rexlasticn es the 
orieinstice of all vy-i2558 =» srsxtiys «~ eeli-rzalizsiion in the 


odis which hs a Potente ny erent]es, 
a The real diffZaulty in such an analye 
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sis stows Íren this: iristouie Very cupsial Z wen, naiur- 

eli. buo there ucro chaer alassic al tairzevs uno thozozchly 
SSC wiih that ond these other UrinikeTs are populeriy rnem 
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high degree of caution, if this is of 
a very good quality. Put sometimes c 
(rom A necessary daring and therefor: 
You make many very goog rona PESO 


discussion of irperielien 
fensive posture. Tou did 
of impsrialien to the question of the 
You sho: 

i nean, what is es if I pr 
us calil it impe visiizm =- imperial; 
What is the equiveient of tai 


£x 


P 


CUM 
atia 
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“Well there are 


teen the lite of poii 


What I 
your paper is this: you discussed very 
of the polis 
not make ciear the relation of tnis prohien 


ded gome awareness ci it but you did not 
esent it iz 1 


rober of distinctions. 
vical activity and involvement in: 


any help 
5uzion is 
we bouè I 


to you, and that is 

alzo =u prevents one 

will come to that. 
regerd sg the defect of 

clearly tne Aristotelian 

v2. self-vreservation ov de= 


good life of the indivi 


aran 


aual, 

the conclusions. 
2 proporticn um let 
That’s cha polis, 


vue form of 
o defen 


eee c 
OoOSso 


for th» "individua? 


One is ure d 
"rd 


and the Life of vun. ae mit there ie a more extreme 
version cf the volitiocci life which would be being a tyrans 
nisal miler which would in a Sear ex F 


Tighos. 


"i i 
od to wu 


Ma 4a 
Ve V 


spoek ~e 
La 


ac 


y 


ar o citizens? 


at? 


Say a republican citizen, AlI right. That's true, bet there 
ie also the other thine te vrich you alludaed, | 


"nich is the life of eoncemplati 


ion wut 


ae ge alegre eal a ae "d ; OE E ^ 
Could I say the orncitieal ife o proper, ths paiivizal 1175 
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movi is vervker's scdivion, PPSh and ficos" is whet Aristotle 

eara, We coms to that l250v. | New, then you made a remarks whieh I 

did uot suite underavand about e that all things have been discovered 

hithneris, cniy they mast be Drought torothütvr. Tou referrad wisely to 

the poralleai in the second book, Dic you cay miytaing ubous the dife 

ference between the tuo steicmentst het did not becone clear to ws. 
"UT didit vrecliy, I thins: there wer more ciohesis in the eare 
lior ptsteneno Geet wo nitines have alresuy Sos dizcovored =e 
a rolative lozscnuos2 is Zoo0k VII thet Giseeveres ovcoczt chouid 
oe T ated to US nos roe boca CLesevyesce LOS 2159 am eee e 
lon that mush cenid bea enined by using thamts valen  igso2uy 
inel busm and viet Moing = ^ 
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| Toll, what tim concornzd with now only is this. The statement 

„in Book VII is not an $denticzl repetition of what is seid in Book 

TY II and I think-we can say that’s the general rule, There are no 

>i] identical repetitions. There's. always something -- new twist to a 

-1 “thought in a repetition. Then, I did not quite understand what you 
said about the guestion of the good citizen in Book Vit as distinguished 
from Book TIT. 


s 


"Well, the main point would be that the good citizen would 
elso necessarily be a geod man and he would be relative to 
the regime, Dui he would be relative to the best regime," 


So therefore it is not relative. 
"fo be relative to the bast would be, in a sense, absolute." 


That's absolute, So I see: that was the difficulty which I 
had. Now the last pcint, regarding siavery: there I think you semed 
rather obvioucty to Zack darims, Now let us read that passage: in 
1330825 following. We may begin with that: 1320225, toward the end 
of 135302. Hr. Reinicin, Wits you tell e class on which page it ise 


"UI would assume that it star ted with 13 on page 306 «= The 
class which ee Is should ideally, and if we can choose 
at will, be silav = 


Ld 


o 
t 
i 


Yes, now this -- where he seys ideally means in Greek if it 
could be done according to wish. You remember that? Aristotle uses 
this much simpler ard clearer cxpressicne What an idezi is is very 
hard to say, but what a wish is we ail know, We must only understand 
that the wish is not an arbitrary wish but the wish of sensible people. 
You understand, Good. Yes? 


D 2e but sleves not drawn from a single stock, or from stocks 
f a spirited tomper. This will at once secure the advantage 
of a geod supniy of labour and eliminate any danger of revolu- 

Ed = Senp Pls the next pest Clars SS be 


is like what Bis just been des ari bat, he farm ae eared 

on private estatss shouid bolong to the owners of those estatess 
those tho are caployed on public property should belonz to the public, 
How the slaves who tili the oii snouic oe treated, and why it is 
wise io oíior ail slaves the cventual reward of emancipation, is. 

a matter which we shall discuss later," 


Yes bot surcly we don’t — that has not come down to us 
Aristotle has vri i % ono thins he makes clear: it is better 
to offer cll slove: PO. feacüom a Cmonoeipations V 
ro ] 


[d v J a 
what do you say to that in the lighs of Eoci ie of that w 
slavery in book If 


D 63 
Haw 
; 
E 
ct 
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Yes, that's abs slutely necessary, but y you should have =- you 
should not have Penes So TRES fo on. What is the i: : 
slawe? ss: s 


"The natural slave was "E not capable of living his 
own lifo, Hence, certainly Aristotle would not recommend that 
they shovid just be turned loose because it wouldn't be doing 
them a favor and it wouldn't be doing anyone else a favor," 


Very well, Now what follows? 


wIf he makes any reference to the emancivated slaves it seems 
to me that in a wer he's in a difficvit ar ei because == 
one point T wanted to bring up which I didn't have time on -- 
is that in his best regime he realiy has built a system which 
needs leisure for ae which means somebody has to do the 
menial duties and this would be the slaves. On the other hand, 
he speaks of ua emancipation whether it's because it?s 
wiser todo that sort of thing or because it*s the oniy justi 
Liable thing to do, There seems to be a problem." 


Wells that is an. understatement, 


(Someone els ce); "Where Barker ronsisisk wise to offer sil 
slaved, tent the word is very prudent?" 


is better, baitter 
"The good master educates the natural slave =- " 
What do you say to that Mr, ? 


"Ib can't be done," 


Heig too dunb for being educated. Wall, what Tim driving at 


thet is a manifest conitraciciion te Pook X, The slaves which 

e nesds for his soetrijed ides! state are not natural slaves. 
Toat e GOON sense could nave told you tust. These fellows uno are 
“Very e» so (rub that they can't count, say, boyond five, you see, are 
ursiess oxcant for — T mean you would have reeded tore supervisors 
then you h have slaveg, So thes, in othar i «oris. what Aristotle says 
Irpiicitiy -- you bavo vo novo slaves wno spe uot by nature slaves 


e cns FS re EL Torn “x E - » 
2ni yeu CaN GUN ee i ces you snould busy tha ease wide oven and say 
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natural ripht must bé save us put it mildly, in order to be 
politica yr clevant. That's a very great poius. That is probably 
ono of the.. I mean psople have said a lot about Machiavelli and 

. Aristotle, yor know, and the section on tyranny in the fifth book, 

` that this foreshadows Machiavelli. That is not true, but this is 
mach closcr to what Machiavelli says. Only still there are funda- 
mental differences, but in this respect the difference is not as 
redical as it might seem. Of course, one can iry to get around it 
and say — the way in which Thomas Aquinas interpreted the first 
book, the doctrine on slavery. Then it appears. o according to that 
interpretaticn “lich is, I think, not correct, that the conventional 
slaves are not unjustly slaves, meaning this: a corventicnal slave 
is a mn wno has been made a prisoner in war and this is a benefice 
because the alternative would be killings, That was the Roman law 
tradition of this tines Thomas didn't figure that cut, But I don't 
think that is whet Aristotle means, and in addition it would raise 
the great question we the more fundamental question «= with what 
right can you kill peopnie who have laid down arms? Locke’s questione 
Do you not have to -- the moment a man ceases to be a warrior by laye 
ing down his axus do you stiil have a right to li11 hin? 


it's just a  formeiation of might makes right in thie situation," 


Yes, you esu gay that, but ET is 6 Spe 
pue principie appenled to is this? that S 
of, 1 at us say. international law oy. S bue of 
is protected gaara anrihi tation. 
I would say. totte regards the ‘2 
slave as a man xs nas been nju i. us 
siwmiation is very clear in Aristotle, Yes 


ifis here because the 
very is a benefice 

e wich a defeated enemy 
is not Aristotiles thesis, 
who is not by nature a 
a 

3 


ae = 
" m 
ji 


Slave. Therefore the 


{Inaudible exchenge, followed by following remark by a student), 
"On the other hand, the offer may not necessarily be a Jie but 
it’s just thet the slsvo fails D ivs to an old enough age so 
that he can become enaneipateds" 


Yes, bub still Aristotle wakes a very simple rulo thet obvious 
lies nich are discovered very soon ars extre emaly s vupid and selfe 
Gefeating and vou may have heard something atout this “subicet in 
tha last weeks or so, (Trenseriber!s notes this veference to the 
U.2 incident brought an vprosr from the class}. Ve ere dealing here 
strict)y with deistotis, If I ney cni rspeav thou: this question 
of siavery has a very great bearing on the fundamental eavestion of 
natural righs and that i2 a point where one can dig much Geeperes o e o 
Plato, wio is, generally t Ep pa Ang; MUCH more o3vcsproien than Aristotle 


is, meh less dare Ausiinion than Avisiotlo == Pilato says in perfect 
franknass in was lourzn E of ime KEcyuciie, then ne indicates the 
ce Seven titles to rule thich coucths fer cidple. Potner evar sun and 


GGner cningze: Re wOGUVicns tuis once tne rigüt of the stronec>, Dy 
wnieh Plato mssne. in all political rute which we find this elenont 
c? more foros onvorva. it is net ine oniy thirz. but is ONSET o Nos 
ef course fisicule tco &üsiiz that vion he sava the Yvecoie in favor 
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of tho vozime must be stross than thosa who are not in favor. 


e 


Sirenger does mot necessariiy mean mamerically stronger because 


"that depends, as you know, en military technicues and other kinds 
of considerations: what concseltutes strengcth, That is so, I mean, 
“one Caemot disregard that, £ means unarmed Justice is politically 


not nesessarily erfective to put it mildiy,. You know? After all, 
there is a use oi force, of legitimate force, which everyone sdmits, 
but it is force ali right and therefore there must be force around 
and force enters, Flato indicetes it, by the way, most simply at the 
beginning of the Re oublie Ce nere is a brief scene where Socrates is 
kept in the Pirama first by force, and then persuasion comes: it is 
better fcr you to stay there because there will be a beautiful spece 
tacle tonight, New both elexents, fores and persuasion, conbincd are 


the sccret oZ poliiics and we call a pegs verime one in which the pear 


D 
Lm. 


suasicn clement is stronger then the force element end a tysanpical 
nee where the presortion is aitfer ent, That carmor bs Spelicd out 
easily in muzerieni terms, anuntitative terms, tut I think that the 
idea i seif, the thought itse:r is easily intelligible, Now you 
wantec to say soneuving Mr. Faulkner? ( 


Tes, it muid create a Lois s but then in order to answer that 
en tle 


^A 
auestion one would heave to wmierstand the obvious secret of Aristotle's 
best rezino. Oniy vien whi Sa iv observation eccguire its proper 
forze, I'm poriesit wiliisz te state thet. There is ro harm done 
in stating a secret imich is oovlous. Bit you wanted to say something? 
Noo ALL right: whay is thet seuret? You romenber in Ecok ITE where 
the fundamental, exnesittion is given we hed an ayvzument in favor of 
domecracy., nooS OD a universal geluti, but in a ecestrin ee if. the 
denas has a certain chavavter, is tolerably oivilinsi. Thon z denote 
ray in tale Linc viere fiso the besi men fora part of the cscemolv, 
to say notbing of tne puling eflices. end can wake theuselvan ielt, 
Gre could vesy veal soy thas in suck a socicty the collsriiva wisdom 
of ihe cibicas cody, which inoivdog the wisdom of the bust menvera, 
could to said to be oupévicz to the wisdom of any individni, Tor 
remcaoer that oxcument,. How that was clsborated and evervibiug 
Second to be Tirs., We had sur demo & i 


ivg exaoy, excent ie is noo repre= 
ser! zt inti pde Saio 

sentative, End then Aristotiles. sonarentiy without amy resso St, bseinpa 
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orn 
es 


theorcticel f 


Jt is according to nature. 


.Those who are by 


nature better should rule those wno ate by nature inf erior to thems 
In other words, the city must be-à hierarchic structure and that is. 


2 


not sufficientiy recognized in 


democracy, 


in any democracy. - 


But 


still, this kingship on the otner hand -- we learn that true, admir- 


able es it may be, belongs somshow 


to the past. It is immo 


ssipdle 


once you have these large cities which you hed in Aristotle’s tine. 
Then in Book IF we received a somewhat different sugrestion wnich 
was in between the democracy and kingship and that was the polity, 


the rule of the mae class you 
and that alsco seamed to be perf 
sneaking. 
nature best. 
say, here you Reve the rule of the 
All are subjecss. No one is a ci 
thing waich wes a quciiiied demos 
and so on. And now in Books VII 
of the best reginae 
polity. I$ is zn eristoeracr. 
n eracy and iingshin but ciosor 
bus of course not a kingship 


And fr 


Bui still this question alvays 


hols is neither a democracy nor 
in other 


e's absolutely unique, 


p 
Saye 


This is in 
isfactory, political 
T? 


can also 
seily sati 


e demos, Here you have no 
bizen, In ihe polity you 
; qualified, property qualis 
and VIII Aristotle gives : 


Kneis 


Ponds; that is in 
to the 
drat is 


5 


between 
lily 


emainss those who are by 
rom this poin t of view -e here you have, you can 


demos 

had Somew 
“ications 

account 

nor 

bete en 


kingship than the polity 
tre secret of that 
What about e- you rem 


emper 


. thr ougkout ; the “or k the discucsicn -- the demos -- the grees problem. 
Tho multitude of Greek citizens who are poor and are, therefore, 
unable to acazire Uu Saas Gueation, and yet, ori the other hand, 
teing free mc: demand rights.. That's the political problem for 

Aristotle. Hou does he solve that problem in the best regime, Book 


vID | 


Tjeli, you mean through eduestion? 


No, what does he dof What doss he 


t 


ca vita the demos? 


“Well, bo starts cub with 2 very superior group of psoplo." 

Ail right. But wnat about the others: the craftsmen, farmers, 
eto.? 

"They ave not citizens,* 


+ 


That! 5 Tos 


ient 5 rule,” 


: 
à 
nN 


Sut what does that mean in political terns? 


a qo ot, â 
Yes, but roro clearly. There is no domos. Aristotle solves 
, . - , P . a p Ka - uu S5 
the problem ef the denos by ctolisaing it, SP te pee ne 
( an «f, E 4 re . s ^" ræ e «i x P t - - "S 
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words you have no écemos but you have slaves who do not deserve to .be 

slaves, In other words, you replace one inconvenience by another. 

$ Generally stated, politics is the realm of inconveniences and you cane 

\not get any political order which is free from inconveniences, which 

“is not an unimportant lesson, By utopianism proper I think we undere 
stand today 2 political order which is free from inconveniences. I 

mean when people say the utopiasts they mean that. That's t's impossible, 
really. Now you wanted to say something? 


(Inaudible exchange), 


By emancipeting the slaves, Aristotle seems to generate a demos. 
That is tae great danger ~- sure. Either you perpetuate the injustice 
of having made people slaves who should not be slaves. That's one way 
of solving it. Or you try to be just. You bring in a demos; you gradue 
ally generate a demos which can be fatal, but of course that is not so 
simple, You remember that, for example, a city like Venice was a rather 
restricted arisiocracy or oligarchy for many, many centuries because 
if people know always, and are constantly reminded of the fact, that 
they are freedmen or descendents frou freedmen and the otners are sufs= 
ficiently strong they can last for some time. We must not forget that. 
But nevertheless it creates a problem of having people around who are 
not slaves and, ind sed, not isesily citizens but whe by their very 
bulk would make themselves fels, That problem exista. 


m 
S 


(Inaudible question). 


Yes, we come to a parellel passage very soon, Let us postpone 
thet and now turn to a eonereni discussion of the first part of Book 
VII. Now we must remenber the context, The cuestion is to construct 
the best regime -- not only te ansiyze it or to describe it but how 
to establish it -- and the theme is the best regime ami the best ree 
gine is that which is most conducive to the best iile, to the mest 
choicsverthy life, Let us sce near the beginring in 1323al7, the 
third sentence from the borinning of the book -- for it is proper 
that -- do yeu have that? 


"As long as that is oD Dscure, the nature of the ideal consti- 
tution mast alzo remain cbsures and we may thus expect that 
ee unless something unexnected happens =- ihe best way of 
life will so together vith the best constitution possible in 
the circumstances oi the caso," 


Yes. In other words, hero le already a reference to chance, 
If nothing unernectsd or sira ange happens. That can, Someone can 
live well and icad tae most caoicswortuy Life in a very imperZeet 


ay 


regime, That can happen, Socrates is the most ramous example. 

anes econ hapnca,. Los that is not bb, 15 is better iZ the 

whole order cf society is zro as to further the bess lize of the 

individuais. bos. therefore., we have then to vaice tro questions 

Fires, what is tae besi = And second, 15 twe same Life, wey of 

Bhi Gy 206 DOES 207 VIS peal enc Jer Ue uon y [od 
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, best Life, This is Ar stouis settling of the famous problem of 
value judgments. He does this in a few lines, Let us read them: 
a little bit leter, where you left ofi. 


"The nature of tie“ best-Lite is a theme whi ch has already 
teen treated by us in works intended for the general public, 
Much of what has been said there may be considered adcquate, 
and we omst vec if hore, There is onc classification of the 
constituent elements of the best life which it is certain 
that no one wowld challenge, ‘This ie the classification of 
these elements into external goods; goods of the bocy; and 
Ecods ef the soul, It will also be ces ally agreed that 
all of these different !goods? shovld belong to the happy 
man, No one wk Boos cell 2 man happy who had no particle of 
fortituda, tamerance, justice, or wicdems whe feared the 
flies bunging about hig heads; who abstained from none of the 
extremest ferms of extravagance whenever he felt hungry or 
thirsty: who would ruin nis dearest friends for the sake of 
a farthing; whese mind was as senseless, and as much astray, 
as that cf a. child or s madman. These are all propositions 
which would be accepted by mearly everybody es soon as they 
were stated," u ; 


Now let us step nere, There is no value problemn, that the 
good tife iz —- eycryone knows that. Yon have to be reesonahiy 
wall off, in the first pises. Say if you sre starving or freezing 
to death ~e no one vorld cail such a man harpy. Also health and a 
rengonadls ipciition of te body, and alse gosds of the soul, Clear? 
is there anmyons nuo doubt: that. that a man uoo has ali these three 
thinge is a happy non? kiemsentacy. Yes? 


What about poventiai debate en what is a good of the soul?" 
ear? Is ae rot brus that a man who is fsightened of every- 
thing, loe, vac is comictely deprived or courage, muct bo absolutely 
miserabile because time ere so amy oceasions Lor being srightened 


every wiruta We conuoo even be sure that sm. e house will not collapse, 


Lor instance, to sav nothing of someone shooting «= tating a pot snot 


hore. ĉo, Eos tuer words -- anc the same app i S to temperance and 
the other + cae ico. 


“Then how about potential debate on what is happiness, on 
which zlài cf these rest,’ 


Ho question, po&liy no queation. We forgot these simple -- we 


are in a feise sense sechisvicstod. We forzet that simole stratum 
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in toe fires oos af fvisiovlets lnstorio the chapter ou the poz 
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have many friends. It's a-part of happiness. To have mood friends: 
naturally a part of heppiness. To have chilérens happiness. Thai. 
there are certain people who don't i want it -- we know that - -- but 
then we say that is a special ree or in some cases we even say- 
soncthing wrong, and so, That is simple. That this is -- you see 
you must noi forget this: there is a sophisticated level where all 
these things are in need of a more detailed investigation, but in 
political matters, as long as you want to understam the citizen as 
citizen, this sophistication is out of place. 


- 
P d 


"Tt seers to me that it is exactly in political matters where 
certain choices are to a statesman that this problem 
would become greater than anywhere else," 


Yes, but on the basis of that. On the basis of that the 
generally spesicing man have this notion. of EDDA E and that they 
say we con't E enough haopiness if we =- weil, think of a policy: 
guns vs, butter r butto or ws. guns, What is the issue? The issue 
is that some peo ate say wo want to have the happiness of butter ree 
pardless of what might happen to the happiness of ovr ci ildren, and 
other people say the other way around, Thab is of course =- I mean, 
i have no doubt thatie clear, Sut all these cuestions avise on the 
basis of things agreed upone That is the poini, The questions arise 
even sarlier; as Aristotie will say immsdiaicly, but here we have had 
only one point, Happiness consists of three elements: external goods, 
goods of the today, and gcods of the soul, What else do you want? 
Anything you can think of vill fall under that. . But this gives rise 
to a very important question immediately, which Aristotle takes up, 
naturally, imacdiately. But you had a point -- you wanted to make a 
point, 


Well, it vould scem to me since Aristotle's obviously right 
here thet modern liberals basically accept this as an implicit 
premise." | 


Unfortunately, only as an implicit premise, It is the sake of 
cience not to nake lnpiicit premises, reps Laliy if they are inpor- 
tant, l 


"I agree with you. It?s unfortunate it’s only implicit, but 


I think if it's made cxplioit a lot of the diff doles of 
modern liberals velg be > esolved,"t 


Yes, ali right. Now iet us see whether Aristotle has our univer- 
sal agreemert wien ae foes on, Let us read the next sentence, 


"But diffe 
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You see, that is the imnadiate problem, Everyone admits that, 
but may I state with you the problem in the mosi simple rermers 

Slightly differen Ty, the same formule from Aristotle's Ethics, 

. Happiness: what is happiness? Aristotle says virtue plus equipment; 
equipment -~ nice word. You must have some in order to 
be virtuous. Aad now there arises tnis interesting question. You 
(several inaucibie words) and the question arises what has priority 
and there are pecple who say first let me get the equipment by hook 
and by crock and then ï will be virtuous. That!s one way of putting 
it. That is the mestion which Aristotle means; only same people take 
such a long tims in acquiring the equipment that they can never come 
tO e o o o SO Satis the question, what's the proportion? If you 
think of the faricus foruula cf Harold Lasswell, what are tne three -- 
the unholy trinity of political man? You remember that? Safety, 

) ineone, ne eri Safety, income, deference, That is what Aristotle 
=- he doesn't speak of HEUS: he speaks of wealth, but income is only 
the modern equivalent of wealth, and so on, That is it. He doesn’t 
even mention virus, waich I think is imprudent because think of some- 
one running for office with the only tang we imow about him is that 
he is concernec with safety, income, deference, and we would not elect 
him, so he vovic 2% least have to add the at probabiy an implication of 
deference is deterence to virtue, and therefore virtue would come in. 
So, ali right. fut Siiil tnat is the question. Some pecpnle say, Jes, 
surely you must bs a decent man, but. that is relatively minor, The 
nain point is be be rien and vowerf Good, "heb às then a diffi- 
evlty immediately and now. therefore, we kave to get the trus answer 
to this questicz. Which is the most important of these tares elementis, © 
or, lct us say, tmo elenentss virtue and the things which sre not in 
themselves virtus? What does he say? 


fThere is an answer which can be given to men who act in this 

way. Tese fatis tnemacives make it easy for you te assure 
yourgelver on these issues, You can Seo for yourselves that 
thegoods af the soul ave not zained or maintained by external 
goods, It is the other voy round. You can see for yourselves =e " 


Yes, now weits do you ses that? Do you remember? Does this ree 
mind you of sonethine? | 


"The ÀÁpol-czy oF Flato,” 


teir: the utillizricn argumens for virtue. You want riches; 
ail righb. tst if vou Leck: imme coxnietely you would not be able 

tc keep the weazLzh ter a sintio Gay because wealth, in order to be 
kept. must be pue aq] acnimstereg. dndgeent ia a virwe, and so 
on, and even sca rsgaires some virtues. So that is the simple 
poins nuiech. I E must tiso te aduitiísed. Now les us first read 
this wiola tflsnoni oZ Aristotils nie is based on the decodes, as he 
say. on the atis, cmd thimcs wbich we sea. Everyone can seo that, 
Now tne nexo pe iub. | 
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belongs morc io those who have cu itivated their charac» 

ter and wind to the uttermost, and kept acquisition of 
external poods within moderate Limits, than it does to those 
who have managed to acavire more external goods than they 


can possibly use, ani are lacking in the goods of the soul." 


In other words, even if you assume what Aristotle regards as 
wrong, that bliss. felicity, happiness, consists in pleasurs as 
distinguished from virtue — Aristotle leaves that question cpen 
here -~ even in thai case ym will see that people who have a sensible 
temper are happice men than those who do not have a sensible temper, 
and therefore virtue, we sensible temper, is the most important ele- 


nent of happiness, Yes 


"Put the problem can also be easily soived if we consider it 
thecreticaliy." 


[43-24 
wP 


X65. theoretically means -- that is, if we consider it 
according to the losos, according to the reason as distinguished fr 
observation of the facis or $oeác; if ve go back from tne facta which 
are ae. s consequemes of.soncu ning to the reasons, to the basic 
things, and that he does in the semel. 


om 


"rXLornnel go cds, iike all other instruments, have a necese 

sary limit of sige." 

ln others words, now we begin to think, We do not speak anymore 
about riches and her wonderful it is to have n mink ceats and Kells 
Resvss and whatever it may ce, but nov we begin to think, What are 
external tnings? They are moans for life and thon means as means are 
necesssrily in the service of something else. They cannot give us == 
as such vücy are Limited. Tas? 

Windeead 2il things of utility are of this character ; and any 

cxcecsiye amount of such things must either cause its possessor 

some riur, or. it avy rate, bring Rin no benefit. The greater 

the omount of cech of the geods of the coul, the greater is its 

utility om alk indesd it is proper to predicate tuti lity’ ab ali 

hare, and we cught not simply to predicate value’, Y 
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In other words, the hievarciy of goods follows, is consequent 
upon the hierarcny of. beings, so ithnat' if the soul is hignes in dig- 
nity than possessions then the potd of the soul, virtuc, must be — 
higher in dignity than wealth, That's clear. Or let us take: ` i 
another exammle: if man is a higher being than a louse, the goodness 
of nan is higher than the roodnoss cf the louse. That's clear, And 
the question -= yes -= let us first, if you don't mind, finish thai 
argument; we are soon througn; the next sentence only. 


Let ug add that it is for the sake of the soul that these other 
things are desirable, and should accordingly be desired by every 
man of good sense -- not the soul for the sake of then. 


Yes. Wow, furthermore, he $zys in this sentence, those things 

aro by nature choiceworthy for the sake of the soul and ticrefore 

~= I add therefore -= zil wellethiniing men must choose in accordance 
with that. Wise choice, practical wisdom, follows the natural order 
of things. Zo022 Follois the retursl order of things. Practical 
wisdom ie =- of course, other consicerations enter in a subordinate =- 
a subordinste level ~~ but primarily prudence consists in choosing 
he scod things according to the natural order of the good things. 
Ibis is the argument of Aristotle hy which ho settles roughiy the 
- fundamentet] erestion, The gocd life consists in the good activity 
of tho soul end the other things -- tne good activities oi the body 
and property enc other external goods -- are only secondary and are 
veluacle oniy to the extent to which they contribute to the mood 
activity of the soul. ‘That is the view of Aristotle, naturally, 

buy cne can say that has been the view of thinking men throvrhnont 
the ages. I msan, questions rise where things become complicated 
but that is a kind of natural stratum of muesn orientation throughe 
out the ages, oven toCay, althougn modern thinking ovestions «w 

ioes no longer aliow of a theoretical expression of this view in 
tasse terms a:ryviore.e Tue natural hierarchy has gone and any other 
nings too. Now, bat Lr. Bortholomew, please express your dissatise 


"I thine theres a large section of the modern view that would 
accept this, bub I simply say this: that they would be the first 
to agree that the structuring of these poods zs Aristotie haa 
set it forth is the correct structure, Yet they would sav, 
while I agree wiin this and I see it this way, let us sav fore 
give the nasty word, but uf I want to understand the behavior 

of a certain nan in e certain situation it is quite possible 
that he*s operating in terms ef a construct which is totally 
alien to this thing. Therefore, this would falsify my looke 

ing at hin.” 


No, this èm casily be reniied, The answers that there are 
psaple uno Go nov acy cn this true order no one knew better than 
Áristotio,. 


^ co ! - >} bes i ji 

s te I. Tean everyone knows that end Aristotle too knew it: 
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have sn onailpyeis of the wezlthesoe eker, of the stoxom of. prest tire,. 
of the various subdivisions Like nanes dropping and soy se must 
have that by all means. Aristotle himself gave some sketches of 
it in his Rhetoric and we should have ii in the most detailed form, 
-That’s absolutciy necessary. Bet tnis knowledge, sc»callod know- 
ledre, is blind if you domt see simtaneously the narticular vice 
inherent in that, For ba. let us take the n aes drcpner, a 
relatively rila form of vices. You know these ki ind ef peorle: what 
a names cropper is. When vou speak in ordinary language, names 
dropper is a derogatory term, derogatory term. As a social sciens 
tist in the strict sense you mst not use deroga tory terms so you 
get a sterilized term and cail it, perhaps, tyoe ua alpha. All 
right: ha alpha behaves in this ways No value judgnont, bui you 
must admit tnat | you fool yourscives because if yeu want to u | 
stand you tacit ay + "ranslate la alpha into nanes cronpers Theo's 
the point. There is no question that the empirical understandin 

of ali kinds of human behavics is absolutely necessa f and desirable 
if one nas sufficient time for that, tui the question is only now 
to zpprosch benavior. Can you approach behavior intoeiligeniiy with- 
out baying a proper notion of the plaze of that behavior in the 
whole of possible auman bezaviors$ Thebis one rather hed way of 
putting it, but that is tho cuestion. I mean, take a more inter- 
esting iviect, alter all. csctause names droppers sis not as such 

a politica] probla; or à social problemn, but for exwmpie, prostie 
tution, Can you veally encivva that without thinking about what 
prostitution coss to the relation of tne two sexes and the function 
f man’s biesmmality? Cen you do that? I mean, can you disregard 
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victims, to form a sudement as to the truth of these premises. 
That clone is the question, and even if it were true that the 


ze people who den't care for virtue but care-only for safety, in» 


come, deference, are the 9% , majority -- which I-donit believe, 

but lot us assume that -- it would still be important, of Course, 

for any reasonable judgment. to know that, to know that 99% of men 
are vulgare It would stili bo important even if it cannot be helped, 
if it cannot be chenged. That has terrific consequences for our 
overall orientation because it would lead to the consequence that 

in important matters we would not pay any attention whatever to what 
09% of people say, for examplo. That is an infinite cuestion, but 
it is truly a suestion, It is not, as it is presented by the reign. 
ing positi Livistic superstition, a foregone conclusion. Yes? 


"Isn?t it a very different thing though to say that a certain 
order oZ goods is preferabie to pecple like me who have stude 
ieg chilosophy or who have certain tastes, than to say such 
and such is a true order of goods, It seems to me that the 
word trze imolies that there is a certain relation between a 
statemext and.a state of affairs and that a word like (rest 
of remark ES | 
Yes, tet that means simply on that!s oriy a reestatenent of 
the posivivislzie view. There ers no, if I may use the lingo, 
there ars no ctjective princizles of oreferences,. ALI vrinciples 
of preference are subjective. “nat Ihnow, Cf course, they would 
sey that cveryone hes a value system, or his group of people, type 
of peonle hes. but thers exe n such value systems and it is impos- 
sible to say wuich is reasonabie rot, Thet's the poiri, The aues- 
tion oriy reTurn2. I mean, wnat Aristotle szrs, of courss ~= it 
is not merely preferenca of certain individuals, but it is the pre- 
ference of -sasonabis indi viguzis ani this preference oi reasonable 
indivicucts must uuvo a title am? the title is the nature of things 


eos to me that very intelligent, cducated, 
“un threuca the ages have Gísngrosc very fun- 
danentsliv giovi such hings ~e R 


Excuss me: thatis not true. Who =- which sensible man ever 
said wealth i2 4 higher virtue? I don't know of anyone. 


"Well Xing a sensible, a reasonable man, becomes one vno agrees 
with i3cse people who have vritien booxs =e f 


Ho, no, Do, no. no, That's impossible for a thirre men as 
you would Soe innodisueiy if pou tsy to build your oun bits. including 
your eval luzcLena SOOn Lie prenese bnat wealu is the hirsütcot good, 
Guiy ticavn ices vosocle cau do thot. 
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No, Aristovie admits ‘that, That is a rore difficult question 
and this discussion here is neutral to the issue between hedonism - 
and the people who rogcrd virtuc;, as distinzuished from pleasure, . 
as choiceworihy for its own sake, You remember that? Because these. 
hedonists must then come around with saying well, the most pleesany 
thing is virtue. All right. I think that is still Hos ud 
a great problem, but for most practical pursoses that smounts t 
the same thing as if we would say virtue is the most ciel Gecor ty 
rine. 


"lis been pointed cut by Hro Lipset that Marx and Tocqueville 
had very different evaluations of admittedly very complex phe= 
nomena, but stili very different evaluations of the social fact 
of organized religion and a stronglemiiradition -= " 


Yes, but that is airesdy =- oh God, now you come to ~- surely 
that is an immensely difficult question, the question of religion. 
Taat is not decided heres We are soesking here only of vizituo in 
a very simple Senso, bat if you take Tocquevilie and Marx as a whole 
surely you Cannes == Thovhad acsclutely oppored views and ine um 

wien is bui boti -e thet we mist say in fairness to each of the 
== thought about their crincipies end they stated why =e why I 
_ thought, for example thet such =e Marx s ultimate notion is Ti 
goodness consists in teecsvelopment, the full d evelopment of the 
faculties of each which az sucn is not possible, excopt in a society 
at i 


in which each, every me ber. nag lvoe vuU All right. fh S 
in a modified vay that årisioti.e Says because a full development 
is something Vike virtus, bat with this great ditferences that for 
a glement of moval a, Sh is implied in ihe notion 
cf virtue, isn't there, ‘Then we have to turn to this question: is 


it Mero to understand the perfection of man by assuming that 
uler certain conditions this perfection will be fortncoming, as 
dt WDR) &utunsoic2lily,. Tag we nave to go into that. Sure, Oh, 
end ÜToccucvilio -= I msan Tocaueville would substantially 32706 
with Aristotlo in these matters. The refore, there is no probleme 


Well, tne only part I hoped you might comment on was that 
although i sey Gisagrced about tne gocdness and the positive 
contribution of the Low ang of religion toward a good society 
or a good regime, they cid agree on what the effects were 

and it secms to ne the voint is thet in this case you have soe 
cial phiicsopbhers or social thinkers eee ee on the value 
or goodness cf something and yet agreeing on what heppens 

It seems to me there is some kind of sogial investigation “which 
is independent of wnat you think -- 1 


Nov quite; svrely -- i mean the question is this, and tho ane 
cients had the preat nerit 52 stating theses avostions in th: sinsleat 
ang most honest way, Somehow it is presupposed that this ining celled 
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brave man, and maybe thm a clever brave man, In other words, the 
recommendaticn you find so frequently that it poys to be 2 brave 
soldier because the chances of being hacked to ráeces on Slight are 
. greater than your survival i? you fignt On, That is surely ambipg- 
uous, but do you think there was ever any sensible man who didn't 
see that ambiguity and still thought it is necess2ry when you train 
soldiers and you have to reekon with the fact thai someones will get 
cold feet and a very obvious possibility, That you have to mare 
certain comforting speeches stressing the survival value cf ccarage 
-- that is a very easy probis » Sure, but the question would: then 
come down -- the thole prolem which you have in mind is really im- 
plied in this ema ee y eyuation, To some extent the ient 
is the condition cf virtue and therefore it becomes, in a way, prior 
-— in a way. ‘That leads to the great difficulties, sureiy, but 
that doesn’t do away with the fact that you cannot suppress the most 
important element of the eomation because -- and the experimen 

is very simple, Tzke a society of men who have ine most perfect 
technique of survival inclusinz everything like. a o » 


(Change of tape). 


o e © in fact not an intention: that is, I don’t believe this inten- 
tion -- in fact an attempt ta lead ths dies in favor of the equipe 
ment peopis who don’t gare orm virtue ard the merely numerics] de- 
vice =- you kno ~~ the’ laczer tne number of peonla who vote for 


ʻa 


2 
gometning dscidos the issue, oi course works in the same directione 
I have no oer mm i donit went to hand down you a cectrine. I wish 
zentzon is only to prevent a Corosin terrible nare 
ruin. of our thecretiesl horison whicn is a consequence af positive 
ism, I mean, noa c 20 roscioly bandis the cuestion of the 

calied underdeveloped propie if you do not hays a norizen eee 
than toat of a mid-tmrentiain century western i wan amd in particular 
Amerjean man, Lou must uncetstand more hwesn poosibilitios than 
are developed and fostered in ou^ society enc onc vay of that is, 

of course, w ebicy earlier Testern though which did not ee heve 
tne peewiiear narrewnessss ec our thougnt. It nay Rave had its nare 


Yrowmesses; i corti dang teas, Sub it surely cossnit have cur ne 
rewnegses, So ites not. oy no means, a purely tacoretical question 


mtn to do with all intelligent cractdes and it iz 
oo Gall to tue westernised menbezs of, gay, Asiaté 
retend Asictiec soeietisr because these westernized 
tables to tell us what tie teue basis of old 
Chana. cid india. ani go om. was, And first of eli ve aust vet 


rid of the blinders and be «nen that the categories we uss now are 
not necessarily the naturah eavegories and the study, for example, 
of fristatie is teivrul for tnes boonuss these vere ciffsrent ente. 
geries and tnat clone is a t219, but i ae ^I buey have giso 
adsitiians: advantars thet oo roiv CLlBenvcry Cc Geroris 
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"Well, the point vss, it seems to me, that Marx and Toamevilie 
cisast.s vioionslv on the value of the law or advice to s LO eu 
in tors of values and yet agros on the speoifio behavioral 
LECUS.e" 
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Yes, that is the simple way of stating the problem. In other 
words, a return to common sense and disregard the Aristotelian COS- 
mology or tre Platonic cosmology. That will noi quite do and I be- 


| 3ieve the probiem is this, still in practical terms: you have -- 


well, let me state it as follows ~- that is a question we discussed 
in the very first meeting and to some extent it is true to say that 
Aristotle's moral teaching is based on his cosmology, on his cosmol= 
ogy, and since tais cosmology has been destroyed and that you hear 
everywhere from your eighth year on, therefore this whole thing breaks 
dom. That's easy, and ultimately that is, of course, what is under- 
lying the factevalue — that is the real premise because physics 
as we understand ithas no place for good and bad, for complete or 
defcctive, however you call it, and therefore if ell the other scie - 
ences are derivative from that there cannot be any place for such 
a distinction in science, Yes. Now let us look at the other side 
of the picture. There is one theoretical science which is indeed 
a part of cosmology -= cosuology I use now for natural science =e 
there is one science, a part of cosmoiozy, which is an immediate 
link between cosmolcgy and moral political science and that ecience 
is called psycrology. ‘The characteristic of Plate’s and Aristotle's 
cosmology is that they start in their cosmology, their account of 
the whole. from the sovl amd the mind. The characteristic of modern 
cosmology is that it sterts from the inanimate beings and tries to 
ascend from that to the soui and the mind. Therefcre the problem 
is concentrated in psychoiory,., Is the psychology which is the al- 
leged or res? basis of the social seientist scientific? I+ does 
nos become scientific by the fact that it is experimental and so 
on and so OM, iratis tho anestion. Is it possible to understand 
the life of man. the life oZ the soul of man, according to methods 
and on the basis of prenses which are -e stem from the study of 
irzninate beings and. in adcition. of unintelligent beings, plants 
amd crates. That’s the question. . Thav's the question, but that 
2 has aright to say that is settled 
efiritionrs in favor of nresent dey soientiiio psychology, whee 
in the form of Waison ani Pavlov ard other senools including 
Gsatalt pzyoac.27y zs it exists now, Theat is the question, That 
sav 
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cery prise difilcuily -- a very difficuit problem and fer 

co me. abcolutely incoluble problem, I adiit, but there 

S a groat GiliZoronoe betueen very gprest difficulties and absurdle 

9 arsurdity has no reasen =- do you understand the point =e 
however it may bs recommenced sv certain prejucices, Something very 
difficult shenid noz surprise us, what gives us the right to assume 
tiat taere ere simple clues to the fundamental question? That's 
only another wey cf putting tne saae thine, but we must think, of 
course, of the seventh book of the Politics, Thait hes very much 

to do with thai. Yes? 
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unless people make this kind of assumption about human behavior 
it is possible it will never — " 
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Mo 9 Yes, but the trouble is it is absolutely impossible to show 


- URS 


^ an analogue to the great physical theories developed in modern times 
within the field of psycüology or what is called the scientific 
Social sciences. There are not such, 


(Inaudible response), | 


Yes, sure. That we know. That is a blank check which is -e 
a new promise, renewed every time without anyone having knowledge 
whether there is «= are any funds on the bank, But I’m afraid, or 
I'm happy or whatever you might say that we must now return to tas 
text. Now -- so Aristotle -= the conclusion is this: that the best 
life, the nost choiceworihy life is essentially one which man has 
, through himself in the way in which he is not responsible for and 
can never be responsible for the goodness of his body and his pose 
sessions, Now, after having reached this conclusion, Aristotle be- 
gins to Giscuss whether happiness ox the incividual is the same 
| as that of the polis. Youremenber? That was an old question. 
First we have a very general nosion, the common sense notion: even 
the wealth=-zeeirsrs will admit, rom time to time, that wealth is 
only a means and when svceaicing about other people they will surely 
refer to thabo They will oniy not act upon it. So after having 
Yeestated that -e so ue know in a rough way, or rather we are remine 
ded of what we ali knows Aristotle raises this second question, 
what about the rolicity of the polis? Is this not something entire- 
ly different than the felicity of the individual? Aristotis says, 
132ha, that everyone vill admit that they ere the same. What do 
you say to that’ Ard when Aristotle says this we can be certain 
that this was so, that no one cuesticns that. Is it not a bit strange 
for us todsy or would vou sey whatever you find your hecpiness in 
you necessarily viii 2ind the happiness oi your society: would ycu 
say thet or how is it still immecciatsiy intzllisible?  vevid not 
a realiy religicus tan wish to bzve a relivicus society? Would not 
a gemsvous man wish to have a sensuous socicty and so? is it not 
true or is there a cifficulty for use? Have you never heard the 
proposition that the morality oZ the indiviaual differs from the 
morality of society or the stata? Haye you never heard that? Arise 
totle secas to dey thes. I rive you a forrola which I remember 
fron Spireze, tha end or aim o? ihe individeal is litervy,. The 
end of the state is security, Different ends, So I think that has 
something to co wita that probica I ciseussed on a former occasion: 
the relation bezueen happiness andi the conditions of happiness, you 
remember, whith ieada inen, if Gcveicped, to the distinction vetueen 
stata and socisur, "nat crestus nore Tor us, to some ement. a 
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And so OMe « e » There is not a single polis. imeun to Aristotle 
which is directed toward human excellence as suche Either it has ` 
no direction, has no overall end, or if they have an end it. is that 
low grade end called power, superiority. But is this not a very ~ 
great difficulty E Aristotle? The polis is according to nature 
and according to nature it is directed toward Inman excellence and 
not a single ds. exists which is in fact directed toward human 
excellence. In other words, is the whole tning not absolutely utoe 
pian? That cas the starting point of Machiavelli, this sirpie ob- 
servation, and that has a certain force, and what is wrong with Mach- 
izvelli's beginning docs not appcar immediatciy. One has to think 
through the consequences, but here that is a TS point of Machige 
velli at fir st glance, IF there is not a ginsie polis dirsoted 
toward virtue then the whole doctrine of Aristo oue is wrors, They . 
ore imaginary ^ inzginary republics which they have described, 
That's whet iineniavelli says and that is not -- we have noi so much 
time; lot us not fool ourselves with pipe dreams and let us begin 
not with whai cities ought to pursue, bub with what they, in Tact, 
pursue, inen wo wiil get a realistic politics] selence which wilt 
be useful, Thad was eoin iis p oint and vou see the ultinete 
conseguence of Machiavelli in present day social science, of course, 


It comes fren thet, they knew. That ru the somewhat mere educated 
among them kzou, And inen =e now do we procesd then? Well, what 
is the end wich they all pursue? Well, lot us say survivel, being, 
just mere being, and if possibie, atgrandizement, That's co, All 
rizab, Virtus fi een? b riay any roles. Iè dees come in, however, 
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uo 

because bee 244 talk of virtue sll the time and that is not entirely 
nennin? gices tais, vuv Meis cannot be understood as the enc of the 
polis, Virtre rast be tndarstoed as a means for the end of the polis, 
4 polis or a sisie Cannot exist except if some of the ciliizenas. a 
majority of the ecitisens, develop cortsin habits which we call vire 
tens, But if these wirsues are Jusuixicd oniy by the ro the 
polis liseli is noi subject to that. It's not clear? If ihe vir- 
thes are omiy noone Yow the nollz, the polis is above them and all 

the horrors Yor witich Machiavelli is so femsez, that oe Gud (use 
tities any mea ee you Know ==- Lobtows T i 
if yi E is rot above the polis, if I might say so, tut the polis 
42 above virtus. or in our lspnovago if irine ig & means of sceiety, 
Meses is s ngang of Society -- values -- then the society is, 

or course, acova the valuos ae tha society can do with thess values 
what it sees fit. IP nsedg chance an ess values prove to be Cume 
verseme vhrocen them out and seu othee ones, E holes ars tarred 
except the gooc-hearte: i =» whose supplied by the gocó-neartede 
mess of soms sociai solenbist, fron whieh we un of SOULE g abstract 
in any iheorciio onsideratisu; and everything else foliows from 
toats Tou UL ed 2o She very Poyerful and interestins and also 
B aly wary ocdorlud cnovvines.s ii typically modern dcstsines, 
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I think that has affected all social thought 
since Machiavelli in ths most different forms, but you stiii can 
. yrecognize it,'and when it has disappeared from the overall picture 
of the good socisty so you have a good society which looks Jike 
the PlatoniceAristotelian good society -- only more democratic but 
otherwise hes the same formal structure, a shining end == then the 
question arises, how to get it, hou to get it, and if the Hachiae 
vellianism dosen't enter the picture of the perf ect society it necese 
serily enters the thought people have of the way in which it is es- 
tablished. The high falootin name for that reflection is philosophy 
of history, Tue philosophy of history shows you the way toward =e 
at least in the original version <= toward the best society d 
the philosophy of history tozches you that crime, PD 
everything wicked and msan fulfill tne function of bringin eisai 
that beautiful, final sscietr. So that is, only the 1 cous | ox the 
Machiavellianisn is, as it were, put in the way to the end as dis- 
tinguished from the end, tut fundamerntellv it’s the same notion 
and such extrene moralists like Kant =e you Know -~ who tried to 
restore the intesrity of virtue to the greatest possible splendor 
ee Kant is tho cue who teaches that. ine way to gat the right soe 
ciety is passicu and eriue and this type of thing. There ic no othar 
wey, a wWierczore the juscirication fer ÁAristotie!s seaningiy fane 
tastic suctestiscn including nis city without a demos. e e AS oniy 
that vou think through ‘the alternative 9, the modern type cf ácetrines.- 


One must try that, and 
th 


and seo nether Aris tate bas not got a poini whish is more irvore 
tant and which has been lost fundamentally in modern eee nenely 
the question tzar there is somothing higher than the polis end what 
Aristctile sericusiy meant or thet is, of course, the tite o of ine 
mins, what be calis paileseury. That the polis ultimately derives 
its dignity ficu the Lite of the mind which is possible within it 
and yot there is no clear no possible clear institutions! cmrese 
© 5 


sion of that, Huile of : Shios piers is a giuple formla which is 
whacliy unworkable as Plate binsolf knew and so there is no instie 
tutional expression of vial, The mocezn solution is you don: i nead 
an institutions cxoressioas of that. You sivo Daet fresaon to 
the fife of tog wind, Thais sii there is to lv. Tmt uas not ate 
ceptable to Avistotie Lor reasons walea uo may soo next tine. You 
know: that ia closr, The vána cannot be inetitmiionalizcd, That 
is obvious, but the quevaiscn is, is ‘tis identical with unguaiixiíed 
freedom of the wird ov of whatever calls itseif wind, beozase tne 
haw is vo cruds ac lew tua it more a tegally Clear istint- 
tion bsvtueen tho mind or pecude@mind: and you know what these people 

did vno tey to co this: tisy said books ia reer inan 500 dads are 
scicntific books aud are nob sui jess to censerchip. You cog? you 
mst züsit thet. thuis quantitative distinction is not a Hen ints- 
Lligent solwbioz to taat prooloa. So next time we will tak ns 
up here. 
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Politics: Lecture 16. May 19, 1950 


. Aristoile's 


- E ` 


1. e o discussion of the.second half of Book VII, tut before I do 


that I will take vp a few points that struck me in some of the pa- 
pers. The first, tir. Ben Conen,. There are two passages which I 
would like to discuss. That refers to what we discussed last time. 
You soy, in order thai the poor be raised up a fund sheuld be ace 
cumlated. The fund should be given to the poor in grants large 
enough to buy a plot of lami or to start a man in. agriculture or 
commerce, That is correct. "It is difficult to imagine that in 
an extreme democracy the rich will be willing to do this even with 
the exemption from providing useless public services, for ii would 
seem, perhaps, that the rich would prefer to change the system to 
oligarchy so that they wight rule in their om behalf." I suspect 
that there is here a kind of reflection of certain experiences in 
this country. resections to tthe New Deal ete., but is your objection 
justified? I mean, what does Aristotle mean by that? 


"Well, I think that Aristotle too clibly assumes that the rich 
in a democracy will te in favor of the democracy, in favor to 
wch an extent thet they will be willing to make lerge satri- 
fices for it and I jast wonder if this holds true for his time." 
Well, no, I would say this: from the context it appears that 
the situation is so that there is no ghost c2 a chance for the rich 
to establish sn cligarchy. So «hat can they do? The demos is stronger 
than they: ha'a the premise, What can they do in order to prevent 
tna demes from going to exicremes? The demos also must act in a ocv 
tain wey to prevent breakdowm, cut what can the rich do, and in this 
connection he makes this ereposel, So Aristotle is not zlib, as 
you put i2. The limitations are Implied in the statement of the 
probien. Then you say “aristotle lauds Carthage for the use of 
this kind of devices saying it has secured the good of the people. 
However, Cartnaze is nov sn extreme democracy. Aristotie describes 
it in cok It, chapter 22, os being a sort of aristocracy with both 
oligarchic and democratic features, but the system has been advoca- 
ted for use in extrene Genocracy." Now I seo no ee is there a dife 
ficulty ~e that you can Learn something from another regime which 
you ean enbedy in an essentially different regime. | 


"Not so much that, but that he lauds Garthage as an example 
of tnis, whereas perhaps he could have picked out an extreme 
Qenccracy as an exexplo of it, or pernaos there wasn't any -«" 


And you know, you mest not forget what he's trying to do is 
not to rresent noreiy destraniively an extreme democracy, but to 
show how an cciroo damccracvy oon Last, and che ansver is i5 cannot 
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have decided that this type of state is zeiually: inpossi ible and for- 
gets it, preferring instead a stabs which st least theoretically 

is not rcaliv best at 211,” Yes, well since Miss Field is not bere 
it's of very ittie use becatts o l have to take this up anyway in. s 
a sonevhat broader contcxt. "Haybe there was another Dotnvs Yes; 
well it is really not vorth my while then. d 


Now Let ws then turn to our text and begin with certain remarks 
in 13305. The context is how the city should be built e~ you know 
the tom, the central iom should be built. Po you have that in 
13305? We can't read svorythins; the -remark where E relers to 
Hippodsmus > ycu know our friend Hippodamus from thdzecond book? 

You renenber iin? There is ee ~~ the town planner -- here 
is another reverence to hin her 


'The arrangement of private houses is generally considered 
to be nere sigttiv, and more conventens for peacetime actie 
vities, hen it is romz ariy pianned in the modern style in - 
tročuceć by Hippoóauus," 


Tes, in the modem styla o 
LORI. - Wet, . We knew bhat Hi 
vater: he evs. made =» Geveilcy 
ber that. Tae 


prezculy th 


r the more recent =~ yes, ie more 
sosrates /[sis/ not only was an imo- 
ned a thécrr of imovation, You renem- 
All sea wnat I’m driving ab - a little bit © later, 

c nort vareceach, when he begins to speak abcut the walla. 
“Tuose who SI; one should nob have valla" =- yas? Do you have that? 


"It is scnetimes argued that states thich lay claim to ailitery 
Ie TRSA ought to Giopnenge with ary such aids, Tris is a 
singularity antiqua ted notione e o o" 


Ios: archie notion. old fashioned. You see, here the guos- 
tier of mocermty and ensiquitr, comes up. Let ne firs o get all 
the aVidence sosether and than we discuss i2. At the beginning of 
l33ia there 22 another rciorcouücoe, 


Ho o o v2 GCecurest dn i barrier of walls should be ee 
% of military metneds -- especially todsy, when the i 
2 of cetatuits end other oncinss for the siege of sities 
has attained such a high degree of precision," 


Yos, yor. sse, we: row on the top of the world in s usy. 
That Aristotise cayn in p Cin nas, of course. Now another pagsage 
a bit Later: L331a 1b to 16, Vela, I will find it; perasranh 12, 


vw cm eam t z 
it is zoxuys tha conser of the oflontive to discovev nsa 
methods iv which iit way ssize en sdvansazes But it is cqually 
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recommending further innovations and that seems io be ín contradic- 
tion to the conservative, backward looking position he took in Book 
Il when he took issue with Hippodamus, Do you remember that? That 
is vary important to understand. As a matter of fact, itis of crue 
Glial importance. Now before we say Aristotle is simply guilty of 
inconsistency tet us first ses in what connection he recommends ine 
ventions and innovations, Well, what's the context? 


rate 


“The good regime." 
Ho, mich too general. 
"He!s taliing about military security." 


Military, absolutely. Military, yes. Now lst us try io elobo- 
that point. The good city shouid have the proper kind of laws 


and customs, jf nossibly the test, and then should not change them, 


Yess: 


the minim of chanzs. That is very well. You have then an 


old tradition which becones cesoly ingrained in the course of genera- 
tions by virtue oi the aosencs or change, mt there-is one sphere 
where the city cannct vessicly do it. Let us taka a city- ruicd by 
gentlosens mice. decent voconlo and who don’t deviate from tne ways 

‘ai 


of their fathers end Peraiztness, Tren you find in the neizaoccrhood 
a city of very tougn innovaters who don’t care for virtue at all, 
but for wealth end powar, and they innovate as much as they cean in 
all respecta and theverors also in militery respects, and what will 
happen at the next war? The good city vill be subjugated and pere 


hape 
cept 


even destroyed. Can a reasonable member of the good city ace 
thas? No, They must initete the wieksd city, Yeg? 


PBut this vould assume that the evhere of militery technology 
is very ezcily separable from the sphere of technology in general," 


We do not even havs te so so fay, That is perfectly trus that 


technolegical changes, even listed technological changes you don’t 


1CaGH 


where it will Asad to in ihe end, Sureiy, tet let us Limit 


curselves to this simple penises, They try to nave a separate com 
partment, a3 it ucro. a military compartment including military 


technology, and shere they imnuovate but in all other matters they 
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folic: the ancestwal vara. Eut what does thie mean in principle? 


[daz a 
that 
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the wiekeóc city iuvosss its iur cn the good city. You are quite 


right because tnings uon!t stop gb military technology, out even 
if it would stoo there we would have this siteation,. Now that is 


exactly again vae point waich Machiavelli made, oniy Machiavelli, 


vith his stranga vixturo of caution and insulting brutality, didn’t 

state it as sincly and soberisr as I iry to state it but said =- how 

is the formilevion of Hachiavolit in The Princo? The good cannot 
E» . 
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weicn there ars so many bei ndie That is, in a sense, tha pripr- 
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Aristotle are valid only once one accents principles which Aristotle 
.. rejects. Say, if you criticize Aristotle trom the point of view 
^. of presant day democracy, then you argue from premises which Arise 
"2. totiLe rezected. The only difficulty of which I am aware, which 
~ — really is built in Aristotle and has nothing to do witn principles 
extrancous in Aristotle is this: that by virtue of the facts of 
foreign policy the good city, the best regime, however you call 
it, is absolutely Limited; it is, in a way, dependent on the bad 
cities. How would Aristotis have — do you see the significance 
of that point? Here is a real, an inherent weakness, and Aristatle 
comid, of course, say that is not a weakness inherent in his doctrine. 
That’s a wealmess inherent in any mam order, But how would Arise 
totle nevertheless -- vhy did Aristotle not draw the conclusion 
waich Machiavelli drey? I mean, way could he say from this fect 
that there is such an influence of the wicked on the gcod -- why 
couid he say this does not lezå to the consequence that the wnole 
notion of the good city is imocssible? How could he do that? We 
have then to go a bit nore cicseiy into the question of military 
tecnnolozy. I mean I'm not thinking of terribly technical things, 
but these rather obvious (‘things 
nA simple ansver might be tnat all this means is that a polis 
can be good up to the extsrt to which it can defend itself," 


Yes, tut ince here E this respect e- you see, you heave here 
the principle cf innovation acmitted and with a view to the innova- 
tions made by otners, You can control the intrinsic -- the inter- 
nal avtions of your citizens. icu cannot control the actions of 
otier cities uniess you conauer them which would bring another dite 

) fica: the difficulty cf inperiailem., You remember? Mr. Faulkner? 


"Weren't these essentially rinor in extents the technological 
events?” 


Ah hac That? s it. Yes, bet why were -- that's very good ee 
Way were the inversiong of which Aristotle thought here very minor 
of extent end vith what right did he assume that? 


"Hell. tech nology in oe Gay was a very different thing from 
brace dis in ovr day in thet it was pretty much a piecemeal 
thirs,  TCnoro ve suit large body of theoretical lnowlednre 
woon which it wes based sna a bap A little innova- 
tien here, a little innovaiion there, It was souetning iike 
art rather than zn engi rearing study. 


And why has techrolocy, wmilivery technology, ceased to ba s 
presemeal eflair anui osctome & wscikedic entorprise? 


“Jould you acy i$ is partiy becouse of the changed relctionship 
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"Tt was part and parcel or philosophy." ; 


Yes: it was theoretical, In other words, science has no prace | 
tical, productive furction at all and no scientist who understands ~ 
himself as a scientist would do that. We have the beautiful story 
of Archimedes — you know, ono of the greatest scientists of anti- 
quity -- when he was practically compelled in his home town, Syra- 
cuse, to do something for the defense of the city against the Romans, 
but he regarded ~- and he made fantastic inventions on that occasion 
~~ but that was for hin something which was a kind of citizen duty 
which had absolutely nothing to do with his true interest. So fer 
Aristotle science is theoretical end therefore technology in our 
sense, which somohow presupposes science, was an impossipie notion, 
whereas in Machiavelli this new notion is already emerging, That's 
one point, Eos that is surely of the greatest importance: the dife 
ferent understanding of science and therefore the problen doesn’t 
arise, but thers is also another point which one must mention and 
that is what one can call, colleculally, Aristotle's notion of hig- 
tory. Now what does that mean? For Aristotle the visible universe 
is always. J mean the visible universe has not come into being and 
will perish es we assume and as quite a few Creek philosophers ase 
sumed, but the visible universe is always. There have always been 


-the sun and tne stars and cats and dogs ‘and men, and that is a very 


reasonable idez in itseif. Unfortnnately, it doesn?t seem to work, 
Because otnersise you sre confronted with the question of how could 
there be a first man, s man not generated by men, I mean what we 

see all the tius is that men generate men, cats generate cats, and 
that if this += either there's an absolute miracle; that's, or course, 
the Biblical viw; ov cies - res. but that is, then, hard to accept 
for scientists and priicsophers as such, so the other people have 

to assume a kimi of a nirsele without acnitting the possitality of 
whratics, The Aristetelian view is renily the only rational view 

in this -- you know =- ginmiy rational view, Good. There vere ale 
Ways tien aud will te clways mien, but there vil) not alwayo be civilie 
ation, ag we cosy. There are periodic catacliysma: say locis, deluges, 


earthquakes. waaterer it may be, and thin takes place with a kind 


_ of natural periodicity so immense trees will never grow into heaven, 


\ 


- 


There will aizz2ys be an end. There is a iind of strange bovreificence 


| of nature unica preverms man from overreaching himself, This is 


also a part cf ths sens Arletetelian view. Therefore the question 
Goss not come om, the question as we know i$ today.  Cood, Bat 
this is a scrisus difficulty, Now, is there any other point regarde 
ing this quesiion which you would iike to discuss? Yes? 


"Even given the kind of technology Aristotle had =- not one 
based or isnit it true that different forms of milie 
tery orcanmivation wova rcoulre certain forms ef social ers: 
izations IÍ yoor ones, lov instence -9 you're locaolod near 
a sea ond you fave a biv Flest or something and you nave to 
broak tz a iiest, This wouid change ths political precien.” 


Bu Ad. es” Caepp E 2 X s " "TP y STD E wen DD a 
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Athens a navel power, But still -- that could perhaps be mitigated 
but surely Aristotle knew that and therefore that was the burden 

. of his argument against Hippodems in the second book. You recome 
mend innovations and how cam you have stability if you have constant 
imnovationse That is — this difficulty, of course, is very impor- 
tant in nodezn times end somehow we believe that rou can have sta- 
bility in the midst of change by having a kind of expancing consti- 
tution. That people don’t say, of course; they speak of an expand= 
ing economy, but D the guesiion at one point or another might 
well become a question of zn expanding constitution. Now to some 
extent this expanding E e eeeh is, of course, an old story bee 
cause the very notion of constitution as we have it; as a fundamene 
tal law as distinguished from ordinary laws, implies, of Coursey 
provision for vory speedy and very cowpr rehensive change. You know? 
Ine constitwiicen gives oriy the fran suorvk and within the eonstitue 
tion you car do elnost cnything. So this question is truly of the 
utmost importance. Now ve turn to a few other nassagess in 1331b17 
there is a remark about the character of Aristoiie!5 -= of the best 
regime, when ne speaks about temples in the countryside. Do you 
have that? Some for the gous and some for the heroes: a little bit 
before the middie of 1321 Heres paragraph 9, f 


"Pat it would be a waste of time to linger here over details 
and explanations. It is easy enough to thecrize about such 
matters? it is far Less easy to realize one’s theories," 
Yes, now voll. it is rot difficult to think such like things 
but rather is it dizfiesit to do them. Yes? 


"Ne toii about them in terms of cur wantSo o o o" 


Yo, that is very bat. The speech, the thinking, the bl» eprint 
-— that is z matter of wishing — and wishing is essy, but that 


it shovld harpon, that it should bake piace is the affair oi chance. 
Yes: as Le may "leave iv. ze nore. Now this Ls an important remark 
about the cusrarter of. or Es ne status of the best regime, how i 


will try te exclain tna t, Erom the very been because it’s roally 
a very rintis tuougtite ls c1) polities) astion you are concerned 
either wiia press: Lng or With changing and you preserve What ia 
worth preserving, what 2 boot es i$ is, and you chance for the better. 


That's the cconornl, simpic ration. New, so we heve always actions 
of good and suc in all pols veal notion. or rather of better or WOYrseg 
to begin with, tut vou eancol speak intelligently of better and 
Worse wither’ bovin£ some mot ion of what is good and bad. Let us 
assume it 25 rersible to yoevlsce these opinions about good and bad, 

E 


to replace them Qr inanlar 7$ OL gaa and bad, and let us furccermore 


bay that whet ce sean POLR TLCS! y by goed or rsd, if ae iy rolled 

Cat, Le the soc. vacio T ex psd socierr on the other bordi so uat 
every partiesler poii est aod rnici we have in mind eee Ly 
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3T vo wank to met Dato wa Aaa d have clarity in ow mince 
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Wise we are crazy, if we vi 
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more than it docs not invcivo a contradiction. 


can bc sh 
fundamental needs: 
tais ubi sibili Ur. SA 
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we presuppose in all our political judgments, dimly, 
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eo coca socioty is the best regine., but 
esserily exist. It is something which 
which vo do 
ve somehow imncly, and now we elabo- 
arily exist, but nevertheless it ig the 
nable wish, This =- what we desire, what 
are reasonable 
Other 
Possible means much 
It means that a 


Se Seis 
EY] unict 
> md 
he fd 


asonably wish -e must be possibile, 
aa ihe impossibic. 


own to re pgs with the nature of mau and with t 


reir proper order, Sut to ut 

with tho nature of man does 
stotie presupnoses, just as Flato, 

sr as ho knows the best regime has never 
cen xen So that is then the 


eo, 


of the best regime: that it is tossible 
and therefore pe pes 3% cists only 


as they say -- as such =e that’s of its essence. We could 
sey : as pes it is eesenWarcty a blueprints because a blueprint is 
oniy a scmeunat mote fanilitaso oxoression for what the Greeits meant 
by spsech. Yaobaos it should be indeed detual is in no way cin 
tial, zltheugh we would wich it, Ext it Goes not dopend on us wa 
ther it is estual or not. is cenends on things which are beyond. 
our control. It dsperds on changes, And Avietotle makes thia remerk 
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noy ky ee of 
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Lai case: for example » how the varicus 


the countryside should 


e crested. He vould say Yell, every sensible man on she spot would 
immeciately sea want is tre vivest arrangements That's easy. But 
to gst it Gone -ə that's a reat os Sy, because you may not 
have such a dezivabie count Lat where this can be dore, Is this 
Ciear. beonuce there was seme difitiont y in the paper lest time abeut 

ks À 


, usd some difiteulties. 
diff cules about it, 


or xao was 
Is tois now 


clem, what bo means by tags: I wili have to come pack io this quese 
tion of chence leter on bus Lor the time being we can lcave it ai 
wis. Yes? 
WChance is worolly nevtrai. well, how ig it pos sible to say 
there exists sach s thing as a bad polis under conditions o o o 
no Tagit oi the chiaissns ee fi | 
Well, all risut, tet ud volis es polis is not, for Aristotle, 
& person. nat vac wadewrlying unas discussion we had Last tinea 
I belisvo. that vhe and of mE plns west be the same as that oi 
the indivicers, If the L2 4 -— 


" n aka " A f we he f om remo v 
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Uno would be rcroonzibie? Who TET be vi emeworthy? e. tyrant. 
Avristotlo immiiso, s he said so^somcuhese, that a Ned in ths 
strict sense 3s sitply bad. I mean there is no justification under 


any ee d a there would be a situation in which centrale” 
ized govermisrt, xtrenely tough centralized government =- you know, 
what we icosely ezi 37  iyranny v» Wouid be necossary, then that is 
not a tyrans stristiy speaking, Then one vould have to -- in 
other words, necessity excuses; true necessliy. Pretenced necese 
sity does uot exceso. As you know, if someone says I had to hold 
up this man because I vant to take my girl to a might czub that is 
a pretended nece sity. but if it is a matter of true epis sia deat 
for thet inudr sidusl it isa gemine necessity. Necessity excuses 

o We mst 159 turn i$ the other way around. What is Ae 
by necessity is in need of e eae it is not intrinsically soode 


Pot that someone =e for example, let us take a man who has lived 
in necessity, in duresa, his moie life end therefore ne had to 
do all kinds of undesirable thiness then he i138 a worthy subject of 


compassion, Exi you will never cay: look as this man. Therefore 
there is in2ssd «e that is anite true -- one needs a certain ninie 
wom of fovorscia circunstsnoes for some Life which deserves to bo 
called tuer, If this is a harsh assertion To the 2 ee 
iions of nociies I nink we cannot well avoid ib. Think of a man 
WHO was brousit up in on absolutely impossible slum and a SUM 
reundings anc was then, at an cariy age, framsd so that he came into 
a reform2ziorc and that ig not such a healtuy, reforming thing, as 
you E have keard, snd so On, and you KEGU, ay & chain of accidents 
of this kini so taat ary good nioniiona a Gor good heart which he 
E dies *euid bec soma wholly uwifecii ve u roughout his Live, 

ush a wine is possible, at en s% from Aristotle!s point of view 
and there you cannot e- in othe dE. if you put it this war: 
that there is 4 cartal n wm of good luck needed for virtee T 


think Aristtiie wouid say yes. To repeat, there is a great differ- 
ance between pretewisd necessity and genuine necessity. but I would 
be prsteful iI you were to restate your difficulty. (Insudible 
rocponse bui riot a restatement of the difficuliz) « Well, we coms 
back to this cuestion e bit ilatse, the question of chances. That 
is of the utccso importance, The whole doctrine of Plate end Arise 

tle, clossicu: doctrine, is inseparable trem the notion of chance, 
ecc is mo.cucstioen zbout thai 


thav, and of Course that created a very 
eat difficulty in modern times, especizily in the formative stratum, 
paren teenta c SOU thourcnt, where dete ree somehow vss F 
for grenicd. “aus aeteminmicn decen't dizpose of the difficeuwliy and 
one can shes it very simply by the simple example used by Aristotle, 
e knows: I zo into a garden in order 


ule simple sstamole wien ores n 
22uc6. Tanatos chance. I did not 


wid a treasure, but to dis povatosB, 
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coincidence: that such things are | possible, ot We cannot explain 
the individual case any mere if we go beyond the statemcens. it so 


happened, and no detemrinéstic doctrine can do away With ta abo 


..fhis word coincidence, ty the way, occurs -- is used by Flato in 


y: 


the key passage of the Rewblic when he says? evil will roi cease 
from the cities unless ouüiiosopay and political power coincide, 
There is nothing in the nature of phílosoohy, on the one hand, and 
of political poser on ihe other, that they should come torsther’s, 
but they may come iege. There is ho intrinsic impossibility. 
Therefore, uncther the ey con Popa! or not is a matter of ccinci= 
dence, and no ons -- I mean ET, you icok at, go beyord ine genral 
assertion of dsterminism wich is of no heip -- but who atienpts 
to show tho necessity, the chanceless nocesumity in seals: then 
you see that pcople cantet avoid it. Trotsizy's discuszicn cf the 
Russian revolution ig very revssling, He takes up an Gueshlons 
wnat would have happence ir Lenin had not come to Russie in that 
famous Sealed cay, After all, he could Nave died or he coula nave 
sen assassinated Amy n Ü things were possible. With micn haning 
a2 hswing he admits that. the mussisn revolution as we iknow iu would 
not have taken place, ae other words, the Qu Te probicss would 
have remained the same ami they batho nave called for a sclation, 
according to Trousicy, aicay tae game lines, but when, and »natner 
that vould Dave 0692 t+ ciers WwoulG tave been a man around with that 
particular ese ondeney v7.22 Lewin possessed no one can know and 
TVoceey dose claim to icsse Thiz element cf chance one cannot 
Gisregard, Gne can perocosS say by certain lews of great nuncars 


tess Maecen UNLDSS canisi one another oub. One can say trete 


tui this eleasnt or irravzonatity is essential sud leads vc creat 


B po zigo WO viii. come tothat Later. Now les uz “turn 
to another pessage in 3 3D. | 
/ 


"It has bum UR in the Ethics (if tho argument thor» used 
} 


ig of cow valna) Sha: foliexvyg is Ithe energy and practice or 
goodness. to 9 ersed cf perfestien, and in a mods thich is 
absoute and not vrc.avives," 


Now iot us first =~ the anergy is, of course, a wholly unintele 
ligiuls word teday beozuzs ecorgy, thr cugh its physical searing, 
hes chansed. o o Ånalgalbcn ET { means to be in actien, in actuality, 
For ecpie. the dancer is in aculon Lf he dences. If he wbands 
ereuncd er iz 50007 to densa nets stall a potcnelel al dancer. if in 
A very voroxumato poteniiniitr, wneross mue yoonz child vho canot 
Gance lS in a vary ponubo potentiality ansor, and someone vao 
canot dance at ali is terhaps - the ier ality approaches zero, 
So, to be in rovoniity: sirime is the actuality of virtue and the 
use of virtus. ond now no explains thet, what that mezns, nou hye 
pothetically or on tho tesis of a premise but simply. Yes? 
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would be better if neliher individuals nor states ever needed — 
recourss to any such action.) Acts done with a view to bestowe 
ing honors and wealth cn others are in a different category: 

they are acts of the hishest value, An ect of punishnem is 

a choice of something which, in a sense, is an evil: acts of 
the order first mentioned have an eppssite character e» iney 
are foundations and creations of sonething good. We may ergue 
along the sme line, that while a good man would handle well 
the evils of poverty, sickness, and the other mishaps of life, 
the fact remains that felicity consists in the opposites of 
these evils, The truly good and happy man, as we have staved 
elsewhers in our arguments on ethics, is one who by the nature 
of his virtus has advantages at hand which are absolute advan- 
tages, It is plain that nis use of such advantages mist also 
show an absolute virtue, and possess an absolute valua. But 
the fact leads men to think that external advantages are the 
causes or felicity. One misht as well say that a welleexccuted 
piece of fine harpeplaving was due to the instrument, and not 
to the sidil of ino artist.™ i 


Yes, let us stop here> Lo you see that point? Now let us come 
pere virtuous activity to something enalasous to it. Virtue is 
human excelience, Let us comers it to ancther excellence, the exe 
celierce cf flute visying er harp playing. Harp playing is impose 
sible withers 2 hove and whether a man who does not possess a harp 
ores £o lenst ot nara it at his disposal «- is or is not a harp 
player can never ce Enown, He himself moy not know, So virtue is 
in need of imscrumenus, of toole, and without these tocis no vire 
tue, but thas does not mean. of course, that the virtue is cue to 
tie tools. Thet would De assurd. Then everyone uno mme a harp 
would be a good haro player aixi that is the absurdity of the rio 
as riens that tioy think by Tirtue of the fact that they neve che 
inmstrumsnts of virtes bhey are virunous, which is clear nossonze, 
Fut on tac other hand. aiso ine need for tha external goods to play 
om, You can say virtue ig -- 1 mean, if wo use tho Aristetelian 


simile es v3r ivo means playing well on the external pgocóc. Bub 
that presupposeg the external scods. of some iind. Do you sse that? 
I mean that is very =- we nave certain difficulties in understand 
ing boocsas2 tne moral doctrines with which we eve most foliar 
cre wathor silo^t acm thia acoest: or when they come in they coma 
in in dGicsugeicn, for axumpie, say of the imtortance of cius and. 
other bad coaciiions on usralice, That is. of course, acmitted, 
in this way we colli understend i$ from rresont day disnucsionss 
that these are conditions so untsverable 2s te make ib practicalry 
irpossitie for any exdinacy hrn being to become a decent human 
Being thon he comoz Yrom sach circumstances, sub I nian you vonid 
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Yes, but that — ve should: understand that because that T to be- 
gin with, a very great difficulty... We have for example — I means: 
to ssy nothing about the Biblical tradition =- for example, in the 
Stoic teaching: you know, the slaves the man in fetters, in vz ison- 
who is a perfeciiy virtuous man; you know this figure with which 


we are alse fa amiiisvw. So ro nocd for anyihing external, not cven 
for health, of course, Yes, but one thing we forget, however. 


That is nes that the Stoics teach that, but one mst never for- 
get that vi irus as tho Stoics understand it always implice theoretical 


wisdom as a parte That is overlooked in the vulgar, ordinary notion 
of stoicicstie IF you speak of the Biblical tradition, well I think 


you mist thor always make a distinct vion botween we analagcus to 
that philosonuic distinction ~- a distinction between saintlinezs 
or something this kind and simile moral virtue . and ssiniiiness 
is also -- 252.07 course, infinitely rare compared with -- morai 
virtue is Sihing of mnich almost all psosle, as Ariswtie would 
say, aro capasie, ‘That requires conditions. That is truly esecne 
tial because a 2onsoducnco of that is, of Course, the aristocratic 
teaching of tote, You see this armar a welyo IÍ Prae requires 
tocis. instm uerit, equipmeni, then not aii men can be virtuous. 
All those wie Leck equipment cannot be eral virtuous and d therefore 
demoorecy; is absurd. So there is a connection, obviously, between 
that =- centesl for Aistetis.  Thorofore we must try to understand 
that. Did von understand the first part, why Aristotle speaks here 
of the simiy geod es Gistinnriened from ths good under conditions 
or rolativoi* soci, Let us tae the exivere case. A men has com- 
ratted a crime, Then ho is Sica ohe or mayos he repents, and he 
ed and ne ite pn ln & way, he Core 
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iished the best ocius is here called by Aristotle the lesisla 
The legislator is not a a povn body ; a legislative body, as it 
is now, unica is consta ntly in sessions. He has in mind tro found- 
jike the founding fathers; something like thate 


sential difference. Now this founding legislawr l5, in a way, an 
artisan. The produci of his ari vorid be “the perfect regimo, but 

as every cther artisan he needs material, He needs peopies he needs 
a territory an so on and of the proper type which Aristotic discuse 
ses here, And some things mist be available to the legislator waich 
he cannot proċġuza as ilttle es the covpenter produces the wood, but 
other things «æ and the most important thing, of course is what he, 
the legislatia. does to that material. That is the legisiative 

ert, Tes? | | ; 


tWe may therefere pray thet our etate should be ideally equipped 
at all points where fortune is sovereign -e= as we assune her 

to be in tse sphere oZ the ?!given!,. The virtue of the state 

is a different matter: here we leave the rsaim of fortun 3, and 
ve enter the regain of 5unan SERA and rarzpose,. À state 

is good ir Virtue of the virtue of the citizens who pum in 

it t3 goverment. in cur state all the citizens have a share 

4n the government, Wa have therefore to consider how a man 

can become a virtuouc man. Trus, it is possible Tor ail to 
be virtues eu cba vi thous each beinc wirvucus incivide 
valiy, ims the botter tairg is that each individual eltcsen 
should be good, ‘the virus of sil is nececaarily involved in 
the virius of cach." a 


Yes. leb us stop here Zor one ae You see here in vussing 
that Aristotle s best rerime is an aristocracy, if any proc? is neoded, 
beeauoo the Tissue ox e vitizeon ecinoides with the virtue of the 
Ton. Eut That is not. For ug, tae nain point. Here we havo another 
YEeLnrk about tae newer ar cnemen, o . chances virtue as such ean 
Lovov be awrnoter of choute: viriue cs ouch, But the conditions 
of virtue deperd on chszjco. For exzerole, that a man who died this 
morzing Goes tet seman UO is ince: zble Bou to commit, to poriorm 
Viriucus ac sions is cles. Woy is ho vnsble? EY some thine uhich 
happsszd to pit, He cdicd, here can be other weys in union a man 
iz dug frm acting vilTUnoucly: illnoss or Ovrsss ov what have 
yon, Tost ia zov under hia pou6ve Virtus as such is under man's 
/porer, but not the coniitirns o virive, This simple -e I Een 
this Jiztirsvion is ros cuyiiouiono between chenes and avt, chene 
end wman ers. cut at a fisst glance it is the ress udi Run ERE 
iinstilon. To take an excopie irom Xenophon you pee to kava an 
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fre art can you whet tc do in order to achieve this moro im- 
mediate end, say the pienting of the orchard, but that the ultimate 


or t 


vC IL ee 


-= outcome in which you aro interested,, namely that you should enjoy 
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ET 
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is not guarmmesd by the ar 


% and thorerore you would necd 3 super- 


vination, winch,of course, is not admitted by Aristotle, 


cn wis problen, 


Erite 


art called di 

but that only throws Light Aristotle will now 
wake, in the immediate s s & more detailed distinction rezarde 
ing that I now call the ars which we need here, because the whale 
comtext here is the quesbicn of how to get the right kind of citie 
sens once the city is esteblished, $1.9, the right iind of education. 
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"hero are thr 
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no habits we Forms and the rational principle within 


abit, roasone 


st start by being men e and 
^H ! ey 


not some cohep speeieg of annal «= . 
This is elese, Thatis an absolute pre-condition, but here we 
emmut sneak of accidenb, co: chanos, because virtue es such is the 


footion of men, There's an essential relation of virtue itself 

to tis ngiure of nane | 
(Shange of taele - 
e a ! 

o o « Whenever ve say happened tos I bapponed to pass and then 
i scr imis neldeun, I hzzpcosod to pasz, The nolicezsn on the 
best is not suoraced to happen to pass put be erommd. Ss you hape 
pon to omsene amd thersZore sous peonle ee thig kind «= certain | 
Kinds of hnegenborg ee there io mo connection whatever Like snsaeze 
iuz onc discussing somothiny «= lead therefore to the view that 
“acre is à neveecary commeaticn and sneezing means ew is either 
good ur bad enays cT. Sor thas matter, a cat crossing == henpsns 
to Gross the surest, hsppons. aud then gome pocole say there is a 
neteecóury cemnesitien that born vere, Now what Aristotie hos, oZ 
Couvase., in mind lr not exch cCioerguitlouz interpretations, out take 
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Yes, no the close analysis given án the second book of the | 
Physics is this: that we speak of .chance especially in cases where 
things happen which we could havé intended. We could have intended 
to dig for, to find a treasure and to that extent the relation to + 
end or purpose is implied, but not beyond. I mean, to cxplain << 
the religious interpretation is in terms of providence for which 
the chance is a part of a divine teleological order, but that is 
not part of Aristotle's analysis and therefore the chance is sinoiy 
the unexpected and strange end, in their individual case, unsecount= 
able, Unsccountablo, As I said before, the account you give by 
telling the preehistory of that treasure does not do away with ius 
unaccountability of the crossing of the two lines, Now -= yes, 
we mst first be mee as human beings, sure, but that’s not suffie 
cient. 


t — and men too who have certain qualities both of body and 
soul,“ 


So in other words that Belongs to that. That is that nature 
must supply. If someone 18 going to take an extreme case and has 
a moronic human being nothing can be done about it. That is given, 
over which the legisistor has no control. Yes? 
“Thora are, indeed, some qualities which it is no help to have 
hed at the start. Habits cause them to changes imolanted by 
nature in a neatral tom. they can be modified by the force 
of habii either for better cr worse, Amimate beings other than 
men live mostiy by natural impulse, though some are slsco guided 
to a slighi extent by habit, Man Lives by reason tco and he 
is vnigue in heving this sift Ve it follos ss that sli the three 
pexers of man must bo tuned to agree, Mon are often led by 
that principle not to follow habit and natural imruise, once 
they have been persuaded that s ome other course is better." 


Yes, let us stop here, Ie this distinction clear, between 
neture, habit, and reas on The Rast case: that we do not bave somee 
thing ty nature nor by habit ond yet reason tells us we ought to 
have it, and we might do it. Is this intelligible? 


"Oan we then speak of the essential nature of man?" 


Yes sure -- essential nature =~ yes but here we are concerned not 
oniy wit) the esamtial mature cf man, but «lgo with the nature of 
individuals. of courss. But even when you sneak -- let us assume 
that man is oy rature righti-tanded. as Aristotle thought. and then 
that can be reinforesa SY habit. of ecurce. and yet at a certain 
moment a man, or exmipie, toses his rights ora end then kis reason 


tolle bin if he csemit want to be di Read useless sud heinrlegzs 

ea his reacon toils hin that hs must train his left arz and he does 
Bo; sinpié ecz3, Cr ansther ecucs if scccono is born with very peer 
eyerigns end reason telig hin he ought to undergo a eerizirn cneration 
to zeb boster orzsighe and ne dees thet, These ere the covuy sles 
ueris iren unica cyery understanding of ciaouvion must chcess woo 
novcre! encounent, aas ons ten say, naturel givtes what someone has 


xo 


acquired by habituation, because habituation is something lire : 

second nature -e it is not nature but it can take on the force cf 
mature and can, bo as difficult to change as nature: and the third 
4s conviction, we can say, or persuasion, which also influences 
‘us to some extent, Mre Faulimez. 


"Is there a distinction between the naturel and the reasonable, 
or reason and natures implied in Vas particular passage?" 


No, no, no. Nature is that =e yes, the natural gifts -= yes, 
but where dces nature come in the case of reason? 


tou mean the gift of the faculiy?" 
Yes, we have the faculty, but beyond tha’. 
"Reason'!s standard." 


Sure, yes. Therefore, in other words, reason is not unlimited. 
Toere are limitations. There are standards in the light of whieh 
reason is able to discern the preferable from the less preferable 
and so on; yes. Now, let us read a few more lines beyond hate 


"We have a iiia determined, in an earlier chapter «e 5 


Aristotle dces not speak, of course, of chacters because he 
diéán'i divide the book into chantere, Yes, ali rigat. 
i 3 


n we in another place. the character of the natural endctment 
vvhich is noodsd for our citizens, if thsy are to be eacily 
moulded ty the art cf the legisisi tor, When they have that 

end nione s tne rest is entirely a matter of the education which 
he provides; aka they vill partly icarn it E a training in 
habits, porci; iror e system of Instruction. 


in other words. the nature ig a condition of education. Not 
all men avo ecuca2io. ake s the impli cation. Eut education itself 
consists of tivo alements: Kabitugtion end Listening o Lisceninegs 
that. corresponds to ressons Listen to reason, listen to speeches. 
Yes, but whien were these conditions -~ do you remenber that o« 
of the mature? Which is a óesiraole nature? Do you remember that? 
Miss From. 


"It was the combination of spirit end intelligences o o o! 


Yes, bat spirited, no$ go sluggion and intelligent, These are 
the conditions: ves, “hey a not be supplied by cducsticz, although 
PLEBO, edntation ezn do emsetning to irorovra thea. But bhe esne 


nob fo -- they must be APERIA indeed. ow ie =æ perhaps when 
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is a republic, but an aristocratic republic. This we do not have 
to go. Yes, let us first turn to vhat he says about the principles 


"of education in 133kb, shortly after the beginning. {ising the dis- 
"=... “tinction alresdy made earlier? One seconds what did I sav? Yes. 


Yos, let us sec. We have already divided == we have already expLained 
earlier that one needs nature, habit, and reasone 


U w= we may say that the means required for achisving general 
excelierce are natural endowment, habit, and reason. So far 

as the first of these is concerned, we have @ircady determined 
the character of the endowment with whieh our cliizens snould 
start. It remains to consider the other two means, and to 
determine whether training in habit or training in reason ought 
to come first. The two modes of training must be adjusted to 
one another as harmoniously as possibles otherwise rational 
principle may fail io attain the highest ideal, and the traine 
ing given through habit may show a similar defect." 


How is this clear? Tn other words, habituation and reason 
are two different principics of education and what is inportant is 
to kave a he ermony D bewseeim rota. Cocd habits and good speeches: other= 
wise thore will be disharmony. There will be disharmony between 
tne kablt 58 and the convicticrs.e 


"First, in the sphere cf man’s life (as in all life generally), 
birth has 2 first beriming, but the end attained from suck 
2 beginvins is only a step Pes sons further end, The exercise 

f en 


of rational rrinciple and thought is the ultimate end of man's 
natures, Ft is thereiors uim a vicy to the exercise of these 
faculties that we shovid regulate, from the first, the birth 
and the training in hebite of cur citizens. Sesondly. as soul 
and body are two, so there are also ‘aio parts om the souls the 
irrational end aS Psoionzi: and there are also two corresponde 


P, 


Be states of Dae Es 
gtate of pure unen. ia order of tine and du date of birth, 
the ceny is prier to the zoul. and the irrational part of the 
soul is priser to tas rational, This is proved by tne fact that 
ali the signs of appetite ~= such as anger, sejfewiil, and dee 
siro -- are visible in chil is from their very births while 
reasoning and thoumna aro Fas uLtles unich oniy appear. as a 
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the regulation « but what comes earlier is, in all these cases, 

the infcrior, and therefore the regulation, the good condition of 

the body is meaningful only as a' means for the good condition of. 

the soul; and secondly, the good condition of the appetitive part e 
of the soul, of the desires and aversions, is ultimately necessary 
only for the perfection of the pure mind, But in education itself 
the ower is the immeiiate thema -- the body and the zppetitive part 
=æ but stili, in the wind of the educator, as distinguished from 

the being to "be educated, this ultimate goal of man must de foremost. 
Rabbi Weiss. 


"Insofar as external goods g05 wouldn't the bare minimum of 
external goods be possible in order for = person to be habitu- 
ated from childhoed in mor fal virtue -e ? 


Yes but the question is thiss I mean if this child were meant 
to lead a strictly private life on the highest level, strictly the 
theoreticat liie, that vould oe true. But if it is to lead a po- 
litical life, if he is to be a ee that is not sufficient 
according to Aristotils, I mean, I gave this examplo -< you know =< 
that the faniiy traditions are very EN for the political hore 
izom, If someone knous my his parents and perhaps his grandpare 
enta and the family tradition st teps. edid yezrg ago or so at the > 
most, that is something differs eee the family tradition, 
let ne tay the sadly. tradi tis: ds oni ith the wucle history 
of the polis. vut this requires, 28 you can easily figure cut. some 
fortune, Think of very simple things: the preservation of letters, 
of pictures, and whet have you, is not possibLie for people whe have 
realiy Ory the bere msans ci subsistencas to asy nothing of other 
things; of sscisl grates whieh are. ron a eminently nesessary 
aS you could havs seen when you heard. listened perhaps to M», Xhrushe 
enev, That is Hot possible witrout some family background, as they 
fey nowy. and the Yasay background means, in piain Englisch, some 
property. That a we come always back to $5» same point end which 
ee ue way sey Aristotle is krong theres thet's a Long question, mt 
that ia eecantial to avictotle: that the good life preswmnoses equipe 
meni end therefore at least the vrectisally or politicaliy active 
men, 4,6. the men who are — one reason, by the way, of the diffi- 
culi ig uiz: tast when we speak of morality we mean scaotimes someo 
thing very AAA sma simple honesty, of course, of which ine 
esd most men are Capace ee perbera all men ara capable -- but that 
is, cf course, not what Aristotle means, That is only arall part 
of what he ut TEE ae numan excellence, Think only of the dife 
ference œ for oxzmolo, justice, What opvertunities do pscole lite 
yen and I, for exampie. have for being just or unjust? Extremaly 
dimited. “Ir vz ware sodese ov if we were in cnarge of great pubiic 
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rerponsiblii ties pow vie degree of justices, the rank of juzvios 
wich would be cur affair would to infinitely ereater and vivaont 
onortumity ef c he poszivllities of facultiss do not devel- 
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but thet's also very uninteresting, If a man is, in this sense, . 
honest that is in no way a qualification for political office, ob- 
viously, Aristotle turns then to the question of the age of the 
parents, beginning with the body, and he figures that out very nicely: 
that the father should be 35 or thereabouts and the mother 18, and 
he goes into quite some details so that the end of this human active 
ity should coincide on toth sides and not to create problems for 
one or tuo of the people if they get oid at different stages of their 
married life, More important for our purpose of general understande 
ing of Aristotle is the passage in 1335b19; paragraph 15 on page 
321. 7 


"The question arises whether children chould always be reared 
or may sometimes be exposed to die. There should certainly 

be a lass to prevent the rearing of deformed children. On the 
other hand, there should also be a law, in all states where 

the system of social habits is opposed to unrestricted increase, 
to prevent the exposure of chilcren to death merely in order 

to keep the popuiztion down. The proper thing to do is to limit 
the size of each family, and if children ore then conceived 

in excess of the limit so fixed, to have miscarriage induced 
before sense and life have begun in the embryo, (whether it 

is right or wrong to induce a miscarriage will thus depend on 
fe sense aud liie are still to como, or have already be- 
gun. 7" | 


Yes, let us stop here, In other words, the line is drawn: is 

it a living being, is it already a living being, cr not yet? If 
it is already a Living boinz and, of course, a potential human bee 
ing then it would be murder to destroy it. That's the point, but 
before that there is no probiem for Aristotle. But as regards the 
exposure of Gcoformed infantis -- he doesnit say waar he means by 
That but veros5p3 cbilóren where one can see immeciately that they 
are moronic or sometaing of this kind -= Aristotle has no oojection 
to that. That is very characteristic, of course, of Aristotle. 
Nov in the seoveli, then, Aristetle discusses the sexual morality 
which is -- well, ome can Say ee neither particularly strict nor 
particularly severs. You can read that for yourself, More prac- 
tical to discuss is a passage a bit later in 13365, shortly after 
the beginning, ihe question which is =e 
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"Tt shovic therefore te a primary duty of the legislator to 
exorcize the use of bad language everywhere in our state. 

To use bed langusge of any sort lightly is next door to acting 
badly. ‘The young, especially, should be kept free from hear- 
ing, OT using, any such lenguage. Those who are guilty, in 
spite of all orohibitions, of talking or acting indecently 
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be the duty of the government to pronibit all statuary and painte 
ing which portrays any ‘sort of indecent action. An excepticn 
may, houever, be made for the festivals of deities where even 
the use of scurrility is licensed by the law. (But here, we 
may note, the law also allows men who have reached a proper 
maturity to acquit their wives and children from attendance 
by attending in person themselves.) The seeing of mimes or 
comedies should be forbidden to young persons by the legisla- 
tor, until thcy have reached the age when they are allowed to 
share with the older men in the right of reclining and taking 
wine at the common tables. By that time their education will 
have made then all imuune from the evil effects of such pere 
formantes," 


Yes, I though’ you should be aware of that whenever the quesa 
tios of censorship comes up because that is of some e= you seo the 
ee jt folicws neccessarily... If the function of civil society is 
to produce virius censorziip is inevitable and therefore the hore 
ror of censorsnin which we have is a sign of the feci that we do 
not belisva thet the purpose of civil society is to produce virtue. 
That follows ne2essarily.. Yes? "n 


(Inaudible question about the pass2ge on deformed children). 


Yes, I think that in nodern motherhood. o o o Now this surely 
goss beck to the Biblical tradition but then difficulties arise in 
ther WAYS. For example, if pesple are in a way incapable to iive 
must there not bo a way of legally ending their suffering, and (several 


words inaudivlz) is simply based on the fact, spart from ine religious 
basis, that the danger of misuse by unseruruicus physicians o o o 

is so great thas society o o e a much smaller risk o o o and this 
exsimie throvs imt again on the question we discussed on a former 
oceasica: žristotie and matural law, Strictly speaking, there is 

no natural isw in tristatie. Thera is natural right. but the cone 
tent of that natural right differs conspicuously from what we, on 

the basis cf the Biclieol tradition regard as right. There is no 


‘question about thas. Also, if you would read the section on sexe 
val morality you would see there are also considerable cifferences, 
It is by no meats Lok, bat it is not as strict as it would be on 
the basis cf the Biblical tradi tien. One must know this, of course, 
and understand it in a generol way. Now there were a few more pase 
sages wnien we should coneider. Yees now this argument in the first 
part <~ I sav this from ths paper — is difficult and I will. there- 
fore, ropsat it although I mentioned it last time, What Aristotle _ 
Goes in ihe becinning o? the ssventh book is to estsblish o s o 
passage where this sroporticn: the theoretical life to the practical 
political life of the indivices2. corresponds -i to the eslro 
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essential, according to Aristotle in noral "— and virtue 1n 
general, But there is also the other =- there he wasn't concerned 
with the other side, What has sélfesufficiency to do with the thec= 
retical life? Self-sufficiency of the polis: that it is not expane.- 
sionist and simply tries to preserve its integrity: what has this 

to do with the philosophic life? Well, because from the highest 
form of self-sufficiency, according to Aristotle, for the individual, 
consists in the theoretical life. Therefore, also, the lesser needs 
of the theoretical man than the needs of the gentleman, But there 
is also another consideration which it is important to consider and 
that is trivial: the polis as polis cannot lead a theoretical lire. 
I mean, the polis cannot theorize, That con only be done by indie 
vidusls, Now to explain that let us turn io an earlier passage, 
1328b, near the beginning. 


RIt remains for us now to emumerate all the elements necessary 
for the existence of the state, Our list of these elements 
Will include what we have called the parts? of the state as 
weli as what we have termed its ‘conditions’ . To make such 
a list we mst first determine how many services a state per- 
forms; and then ve shall easily see boy many elements it mst 

i contain. Tne first thing to be proviced is food. The next 

. is arts and crafts; for life is a business which needs many 

tocls. “he third is arms; the members of a state mist bear 
arns in person, partly in order to maintain authori ey and ree 
press disobedience, and parity in order vo meet any threat of 
external aggression. The fourth thine which has to be crovie 
ded is & certain supply of aos aiit. alixe for domestic uss 
and for military purposes Zhe fifth, and firet, is an estate 
lishnent for the service of the gods, or, as it is called, pube 
lic worship, The sixth thing, and the most vitally necessary, 
is a method of deciding what is demanded by the public interest 
and what is just in men's private dealings." 


Ens. ist us stop here. The last is covernment,. It is only 
2 sowsuhat more detailed deserintion of wast government is because 
the deoision about whet is advantageous, publicly advanizzeous and 
just, le obviously goverment and the executive offices are simply 
subordinate to that. I mean, he speaks here explicitiy cniy of what 
he calls the celibsrative part cf the governuent, but that i5, ACe 
cording to him, the cors of the goverment. How the passage which 
I have in nimi is the one to which we have referred before about 
the peiesihocde That is the fifth and firsts: fifth in the order 
of the enuneration, first e~s well Berker says in rank. That is true 
tothat excenm that from the point of view of religion, o? course 
the goar are si: cher than men. Yo that extent it ia the bicnest, 
Now this is CI s very great importance for the understanding of Arise 
totle with z vicus te this questions the theoretical life ond the 
polis, Ail thess are, in the wider cenae of the words, parts oz 
the polis, ihat was the hichest part of in polis in Pies Sg compl 
may I asi? The philoropheru,. the phiiossp a MEET in no / [d ccm 
they are th eucueratonsg ol the Da i cz the polis Ln the 
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of the philosophers -e yes, now I make a further step. Aristotle 
does not say What the function of the priest is except in a very 
general way: concern 2bout the divine, with tho divine. He doesn’t 


sey more about that. A medieval follower of Aristotle who followed 
him rather strictly in ell these matters, Marcelius of Padua, lhth 


century, gives this indication, gives this kind of commentary on 
this passage, saying the priests are teachers, which =e well Arise 
totle never says here and which is partly due to the Biblical tree 
dition, to certain passages in the Bible». fhe priests are teachers. 
Now if we consider 2 PO elian remark =- I mean, Marcelius, 
fter all, not Arisictle, bet he uzderstood him -- we have to say; 
we are entitled to sey that the only teachers who are as such, as 
teachers, parts of the polis are the priests, not the philosophers. 
That is very very important to observe. Now what can this mean? 
What can this mean? Yeu will sce from a passage which I shail read 
to you very goon that tais is, has an Aristotelian basis, this ine 
terpretation, What do the priests teach? Well, in the first place, 
the ritual, of courses how te sacrifice, to whom, which goa, what 
time ard this iind oi thi Bs and whicn crimes ere sacrilegious and 
which are not ang ali this kind of thing. Now there is a passage 
ín Aristotle's Hewrph ohysics, Hook Alf, which is very ell om and 
was especially wel i moun in the Middle Ages. i107hb, near the begine 
ming. I just read em to yen in the weenslation, "Our forzzaunuers 
in the most remote ages neve ! handed down to their posterity a trae 
Citin, in the "orm cf a mih, that these bodies? ea the heavenly 
bodies »e fare gocs and d thas the divine encloses the wholc. The 


* 


rest of the tracition® -- Y mean apart from that teaching ao0ut 


the cosmic gods as we sould say ~e "has been naded later in mythical 
form with a view to the permission of the multitude and to its legal 
end utilitarian omediency ~e well Ilm sure Aristotle Bu 5 about 
That is uscotui ia regard to ims =- "Lhey say these gods are in the 
form of men or iike some oi the other aminats, and they cay other 
things corssment on and similar ies these which ve have mor 5loned.," 
Hore you ars, incre is -o Vue divina 28 Aristotie knew about i 

was an underctandine of the bichess orineiple of the umiverce. id 
beaven, heaven bein? tas well surrounding the whole and there: 
sonenow, the scat of tho divi 22 and supacially the heavenly bes. 
Phat wes, you could sev, a ind of natural religion because that 
VAS ee wore viegs waloü wors also shaved by many non=-Greeks, Someo 
vners in Áriíscorüanes we ren = 

Sun, moon end ster. the soda, althowsra worshinned by the barbarians, 
mot the Greer cacs, Olypian ceds in p cvtieulsr.. I3 pu. this 
is, in Aristotie’s opinion- a sound vicus: that the heavoniy bodies 
are Living dolore. Living ix inns. becouse nothing of attraction and 
repulsion being accepted br iristotia, they move gre Tels oun 
poser, end thoy move té6lleumvgingi: in bhis sense, livirz.  Zut 
then cer un siner co YGcz 


ad a passage where he calls these Gods, 
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Therefore, to repeat, philczo phy es nhiloesophy is beyond the polis. 

{It is a preserve of some iudividuzis. The political refloction of 

] the philosophers are the priests, That,I think == and that leads 
ùs vp to another point I have mentioned on a former occasions the 
poiis as unphilosophic cannot be secular, if we understand by seme _ 
ler that it cozs not have a religicus establishnent a8 civil society. 
It must hzve, and that iz a view not peculiar to Aristotie, I don't 
know of a sinzle Greek thinker who dented that. That is a notion 
which has come up only in modern times, partly as a consequence of 
the wars of religion. There is one more point; is Mr. Brown still 
here? I believe I have seen him, No, then that is of no use to 
take it up. Now, is there any point you would like to take up? 
There ere many things here. By the wey, as regards the religious 
use =~» the polid cal u se of religi on, you have a good exampio here 
in 1332012, when he speaks of pregnant wemeno Do you have that? 


"Pregnant tothers shoidd vey attention to their bodies: they 
should take regular excroiss, and follow a nourishing dieto 

The legisistor can easily lead them to a habit of regular exer- 
cise if he requires tao to make some daily pilgrimage for the 
purpose of worshippirg at the shrines of the goddesses who pre- 
side over eniicbirth,* 


Do you ses? That is sily, the belief that there are goddesses 
who protec jb women in childririn is given and the legislator, ine 
raiionzi legisiatos whem Axsistetle advises, uses this belie? for 
a rational purposes: to give the necessary exercise, bodily exercise, 
to the pregnant yoman. That is a little illustration cf the prin- 
ciple. Your waned to say sonethine? 


"This frequent recurrence of the image of the flute-player: 

% woulda scen to me tazi the excellence of the fluteenlaver 
is given just when you talk about flute-playing,. It foilous 
from fluve-piaying e e o waüereas it would geen that Arisytotie 
couldn't o o o assume that the excellence of man also fslious 
from the very «= N 


Oh, it Gocsn't follow. The excellence of the flute-playcr 
doesn't Loliow Prona his curtine a flute, Then we all would become 
excoilent flute players immediately if we hed the flute, 


"No, I meen. the idea cf flute pia aying, the nature of the flute 
playing Lus iss a — conception of the excellence, If 

you Know wnat Flute picy- BS Sone you know what good flute playe 
ing i it is sinilsz e se tnat if you know what man is, 

you know what -~ B 


‘He, Strauss’ remorse too far off mioropunone), 
UNO, tho poinz I wanted to make though is that it scoms thet 
the ezcellomoe OZ nin iollows Prem a conesotion of what is 
the nature 6l pu one ft teuld ceem teat The veror TOL Tage 
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by the modern belief in evolution." 


Well, after all, whatever the genesis of man may have bern once 
he lias emerged ha was man, At a certain moment man ceased to be ~~ 
something in botseen apes and man and Was man and that is e o o cvo- 
lutior is irrelevant, to suy nothing of the fact that it is prace 
tically irrelevant, No one for one moment worries about the ques- 
tion did not part of the hwn race (rest of these remarks inaudible). 
e o. o o For exampic, take a worm and a bird and a horse, beings with 
which we aro fanilicer. Now, for example, you cannot possibly say that 
a worm is defective at this moment because he doesn't iy or that 
the bird is defective because . e e horses, Each boing has a spee 
cific nature ard iis perfection or deficiency is determined by its 
nature. I mean, for exemple, a bird which can't fly, for some reasons 
there's something wrong vith that bird because it's a bird, In the 
case of a horse there’s nothing wrong with ib if li can't fly. 

There would be wrong if it esn’t run; a horse runs. And now the 
case of man is fundamentally the same. o o o There is a specific 
work oF man, activity as ther say here ==- specific activity of nan 


c 
3 Í 
Therefore it's not characteristic. The characteristic activity ar 
. the bird is to fly, Now wnat is the characteristic werk of man? 
That!a the question, Everyone knows that. How do we call the other 
avimais? The duab. Man is tho animal which talks and even if some 
individuais co not talk because they are mute, we know they are 
defective to thay extent, There is something missing which belongs 
to man, Now then of course we nave to go into the question, wnat 
means ~> what does lb mean to be good as a tolking anireali? Does 
it mean to be able to talk at great speed? . e o That we co not 
meen, Ah hn. so there is a certain use of talk o e e and then we 
ecne to devzloo thal. Aristotie contends. Tnen we discover, reedise 
cover thoeoraticaliv what we know from habit in practice: the socalled 
Virtues, The virtues, the various viriucs, the various kinds of 
virtues, aro forms of goodzess of an animal whose characteristic 
is Speech and the question of the origin of the human race does not 
imnadiatsiy rejeet thets only a certain interpretation, namely that 
— a certain interpretation of evolution according to which all changes. 
are merely quentitative changes. However, that is an arbitrary and 
dogmatic assertion. If the changes of more and less, say of weight 
of brain. proporbional to weisht of brain or whatever else ‘you teke 
eo iY these changes at a certain time ieste in quailtative differs 
ences then it Goes notwmkes math sense to stick to the quantitative 
 diffsrencs zs tbe Llluminating difference, Thet’s so. This dees 
not ersate a dilfieulcy, The difficulty in Aristotle's Enhiss is 
rathar this; hat he never cttenpusd to sive an account ci tne hue 
nen virtues dccucviveiy, iE Luss sey so, You know una? I mean by 
uo Startine wren the fast thot man is a Dpoaking anima. or tnae 
rational omizici. to thoy mov hern., given the verlous subsaivicicns 
eee E nidi 
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certain Platonic coecuiations. You know, Plato did give « deduce’ 
tion in the Reoubliic, ‘hen he distinguishes the three parts of the 

. soul, there is a virtue of desire, temperance; a virtue of spirited- 
.ness called courage, and then virtues which have to do with the wholes 
moderation -~ no, I made a mistake, did I not ~= no, the virtue of 
the rational part itself, wisdem; and then, well, is the chief point, 
the proper relation of the three, justice. I made a slight mistake, 
namely that ncderation or temperance is not called by Plato in the 
Republic the virtue of the desiring part. That I think is no dife 
ficulty. 1t would be much more interesting to see why it appears 

to us a difficuity. I do not believe that the ultimate reason for 
that is the doctrine of evolution because long before Darvin, or 

for that matter Lemarke, appeared a new moral teaching was developed 
in the seventcenth century and afterward which is wholly at variance 
with the Aristotelian teaching. The theory of evolution came much 
too late to effect this change, Is there any other point? So next 
time - yes, lei us ges whether we will be betrayed next time again, 
To prevent that within the limits cf the pussibie, Mro =e. 

you will be present? Good. | 
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Aristotle's Politics: Lestrve 27 (Concluding). 


í o. o the question which you raised at the end as to whether Book 


VIII is complete, whether the whole book is complete. You did not 


dispose of the difficulty created by references to subjects which 

he is going to handle, going to treat, and which he did not treat. 
Yes, that’s truce. Now regarding the mean -- what you said, That 
was good of you to think cf Hook IV as it is discussed in there, 

but does not Aristotle mean here also by a mean, by a determinable 
mean, what he meant when he spoke of the Dorian modes namely, the 
mean character, meaning the moral character, not the musical mean, 


Well, I was wondering if 
Di 


might possibly have nad 


Plato, in pour just those modes, 
n mind musical 


That could se, Yes, tvi ras good you brought that out, 
Weil; you referred -- the c Only es xc were the oniy poinis where 
you Tu ned questions going beyond summarizing Aristo blefs argumento 
There we 9 Sr course, otc: peinte which must have struck you as 
resi evan ror instance? > l | - 
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interested in the use of language it is custom» 
t innovated. For Dex. he rofers to 
QD29lhngs s o e Cut Later when they became 
related to e de and became interested in experimenting with 
eli forza of cáncatie n end habit they included the £ fiute, but 
as soon as ipe Nad retcived a wider knowledges and more exper- 
uence ii was slide asain, o . o another point would be the 
 dudging of a Spartans 


Now, first wnat is ths mors gensral lesson you would draw from 
this discussion of the changed judgments cn the flute? 


"The initial educatienzl program was just ses vp under no pare 
ticular principle, bet the iden of just studying all subjects 
regardless. o s a they did experiment with all of these and 
then they would realizo that some vere suitable and some were 

z the wider experience they eventually | gained 
when they rejected the uge of the flute,” 


af 


Yes, but sti!l can you state it more cimply and more clearly -e 
wat the general distinction is which wakes this passage intoresti b 
Weil. aagyone nere vho gees sn overall subjecit vnich ve even may hav 
Giscussed here in this class already? Pregress. Yes? Good, Well, 

we will turn tothat passers ister. Yhank you very mich, i. 
ang, of ccurge, the quaszion oi leisure ig siso very interesting 
ix yov think wnco vois 1% oles in oe Gay cociai probices. 
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Why docs Aristotle refrain from speculation? "Tentatively wo may . 
suggest that the Politics has no place for a purely speculative dise 
cussion, This leads to the secttingly absurd conclusion that the - 
end of the polis is not a matter for political discussion per seo 
This absurdity however suggests that it is cover of the underlying 
tension between speculation, philosophy, and prudentialicm, politics.” 
What wouid you say to this suggestion? Why does Aristotie not give 
an argument establishing that happiness consists in the practice 
of virtue? How would you explain that in this passage of the seventh 
book? Well, in the context he exolicitly refers to the nue. 
That's a simple ans: gens and from Aristotic!s point of view the Ethics 
and the Politics are a unit. The Politica is the second part oi 
a comprehensive study of which the | DE is the first part, 2 bus 
still Er, Gowen i» not entirely wrcng. How do we Imow, in the mos 
exact noy, What the end of mon is? Is this knowledge supplied De 
the Eti Ethics? Thst!s a question which is not explicitly discussed 
by Aristotle, but it was discussed in the Middle Ages very clearly. 
Well; the question of the end of man is in itself a theoretical quese 
ticon ani therefore belongs to the theoretical sciences, to what 
they understood in She Middle Ages, the Aristoteliens, natural scie 
ence; and thst is indeed true: the Ethics and Politics do not go 
into these matters theoretically, Naat b Aristotle docs when he dise 

. cusses henpiness sv the begining or. tine Ethics especialiy is thas 
he tales common opinions and by a seruitiny of these common opinions 
he arrives at a certain view as to what constitutes heopinesse 
That's a full account and the clear account would be a Wd dtes 


account, Now then he has a diffieulty which I suppose has been feit 
by some of you -— the others, “fhe individu nalbendovnents ye e o and 
intelli gence is the result of cnance. Thiz being the caze the actuale 


ization of tne ideal good and nappy polis is truly a nace business >" 
Yes -e nou this is -= to.what extent is this true? Surciy Aristotle 
Bey so at a certain passage, He says se, but what does he mean? 

s this the last word on the subject: that the actwalization of the 
E regime is simply a matter of chance? Now let me explain that. 
One of ino crucial conditions of the best polis is that you have 


the right kind of a citizen bode, eonbininz spiritednese and intel- 
tigonez, Naw is the fact =e is this condition merely a matter of 


chance., the fuYl?i]iwent of this condition m crely a matter of chance? 
Unen Ari GUGule stares the discussion =- tnat is generally the proe 
ceaure == ha usss eumnrossions vülch are at first glance correio 


The mr cet, the ert cf the legislator, is an art, in a way 


like any other art and in every arb ve dictingwish the activity of 
the artict ov artison as such from that which his art presupposes, 
The cigcmaker must neve Leathor or wood or thatever it may cz and 


this is nota netter of his art. That is given to him, Uis art 
is apoixod vc th 3 aterisl, hew from this voint of view the sime 
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£ü siativ chanc © oss not spend on the peculiar 
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Is tha oxistence of such hunan beings a matter of chance? Where 


do wo find them esreclaliy, “ils voautiful mixture of spiritedness 
and intelligence, ac erate to Aristotle? 


"Whe Greeks 


Yes, but more generally and more precisely: in the termerate 
zone. So you have neture here. It is not chance. It is as Little 
chance -- for example, no one would say "I saw a dog who chanced 
to have four egs.” Trat's not chance; the dog has four legs. 

That he perked at this agen camels ee that di be chance, crei 
but that he has Z 

is an eee ; is phadces So t ihat ; there are € spirited « ema that this 
combination occurs rather freauentiy in the temperate zone i5 natural 
and tee era have to introduce a finer distinction between na- 
ture and caanes. 25 distinguished fr cm art, and so on, Lut stili, 
regarding the best regime: that is much more chaney than that yeu 
would find tuis comsination in the iosperate zone. and that, of 
course, as Fiato pu it in the farin book of the Tawa: one can 

say that chanc 2 legislator, Vory Little -~ I mean there 

was very iiis vanse planning in x world =-=- you cen say because 
there was no fuily clea: politica: science, poiitical phii CSODIY a 
4 


in tho vorid, ‘fo bnat exbenb, Banco ee and since the intitonce 
o? political rüiliosophby from Pleto!s or Aristotle?s point of vie 
is very limited one can soy on the whole the world is governed by 
chance, bngay would 207, end yet tuat dues not mate suporflucvs a 
rational consideration, bus it alzo induces us to be not too sanguine 
about its uessibie imfiuence. Kow, cdo you have any other point bee 
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£ Tels aii the tans hat this chonce problem is one of the 
l SacI uavo to cvercone if we want to understand Arise 
boetie., You ses vo are -- aimost everything «= wnat we caill today 
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historical with oy empnanis is wont is called by Flato and 4rise 
totle chance. Thatis the C A. You know: history, historical 
charges, Wwe ecmchay ivpie thet these are all either meanineful chanves 
in the sonse of a historicel procecs of a prog essive cheese Chr, 

er nr nob, Such they ere, miroir, nc2o00553vy! Herena 2 in & nonetelcoe 
logiesai sepse. “ly nag to happen. Given these conditions it nad 

to happen and ‘there? fore thera ie no =» wa cennot speak or Ccnan2óo 

That was not the view Dscouss you could also go back to the simple 
example of chances diggings potatoes and Tinding a treasurs, That 
also had to n pM cn given prese Conditlous, because the treasure was 
thers, thie cian vas comclieu oy his banzer arc iorssigni to dig 
poustoes. aid just cs the older man wus compelled to bury nis treasure 


through fear or cneties who would tako sway his treasure, so = 
mi yet chat dossm i do avay with the chance character, 


(Inaudible eucstizn rezarding Machiavelli's teechine on this 
paini, omi 29 io tho aifference cotveen the ancients and tho 
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That's the ortnudcx view. But that ho says you can catch her: she's 
a woman who cen be caugit. Catch is the word. That is the new 


-.! thing. Machiavelli teaches, at least explicitly -- you know, that 


needs some qualification -e fortuna is a woman who can be forced 
by the right kin’ of man and tne ancients might have said she is 

a woman, but she cannot be forced. That is the difference, Now 

I can't go inio 2il these things. He says also, "The educational 
system will be different for the young ruled than it will be for 
the old rulers, tui old men do not normally go to school. On its 
face, the suggestion that old men must beaiucated is ridiculous," 
Do you recognize here anything what Aristotle says? Of course not. 
I mean this difficulty is merely one which Mr, Gowen has fourd withe 
out its being there, Well, I think I leave it at these points, 
especially since he is not here and doesn’t have the benefit, if 
any, of these critical remarks, 


Now let us turn to our. text because that is our last meeting 
and one should “wy to give this Class a proper Gone usos Let 
us read the beginning of Sook VIII, 


"All would 


ner ee thatathe legislator should make the. education 
of the young i 


nis chief and feremost concern, 


You see? Do you see the massive difference between the modern 
political notisn and the eisssic rolitical notion? Education is 
the most irmortant theme for the legislator, -Waat does Hobbes cay 
about the most iiooprtant theme of the founder of a city? Protece 
tion, khat dees John Locke say? 


"See curity of property 


You see; and we coula give many other examples, Education 
is the most imrertant theme. Houssesu, to some extent, restates 
it, bat then, Noussean'’s reas was thet he is the man who restored 
Classical thoucht against the moderns, Eut i Rousseau ià means 
something rather diiforent, erernel eoi: Yes? Go on please, 


"In the first age s the constitution of a state will suffer 
if education is neglected, The citizons of a state should ale 
ways be educated pe suit the constitution of their state," 


Yes, the peculiar constitution, the peculiar regime. Yes? 


"Tne type of character ennropriate to a constitution is the 
pover which continues to sustain it, as it is also the force 
which orisiually ereatee it, Tae demcevatiiec type of charace 
ter crestes aud custsin2 Gemecracy: the oilgarchiesi type cree 
ates anc custains oligarerys und as the progression sscends 
eacn higher iypo of charactor will always tend to produce a 
hisner form cf constiLomtion,® | 
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for Avistotie because there is a hierarchy of E Is this clear? 
You have some couvts. Is this clear?’ I mean, I’m not now concerned 
whether Aristotle is right, but-only the difference, Is this clear? 
There are n different regimes and education mst be relative to” E: 
the regime, but this does not lead to "relativism," in Aristotle 
because there is an order of rank of the different regimes. So I 
misunderstood the expression of your face. Aristotle has said a 
lot about this education toward the regime before, as you remember, 
and we compared that with the present day discussion or == how is 

it called -~< political socialization -=-= is that the term? Goode 

Now what is the difference between what Aristotle means by education 
and political socialization? I believe we haven't made that clear, 
the simple end basic difference. What's the difference? Why do 
they not spesx of political education? Why. do they call it social- 
ization? 


"Doesn*t the term education -— more to a rational kind of 
thing? ™ 


Yes, exactly, but try to NASKO =e d us ee give us ell an op- 
portunity to see what you divine, i 
- Mell. “the idea in education, it would seem, is that you can 
estadiish certain values. Well, certain values can be estabe 
Lished on the basis of reason, whereas in socialization you 
really try to form change of habits.” 


No; forming of habits is decisive for Aristotle. That's not 
the differ ecg, but when education is a conscious thing on the part 
of the SAUCE ICT o he Looks at the goal; he looks at the matter, the 
materiel, t te human beines, and then he moids the material in accord- 
ance with Shas eui. but political secialisation may very well mean 
a process unici goss on uithcut anybody cept the political scien» 
tizt being sware of it. So. That’s ine difference. Aristotiles would 
say this: that generally speaking an unconscious process is inferior 
to conscious. processes, Generally speaking, Why? Why is an "une 
conscicus education”? inferior to a conscious education. (Inaudible 
response), o , in the case of an unconscious process you literally 
do not knew wnat you are coing, and therefore you have no possibility 
of knowing rn you do it "oll or not, Sure, Now in the sequel 
Aristotlo omeaks -e goag on with this noticn ee we cannot read every= 
thing - anc ne speaks of a pro-education. Yes? 


"Ihe istinction you're drawing seems to imply thet -> the 
implication wovid be that political socialization denies the 
valve of conscious educaticn.® 


Ne, or course not, lt is indifferent to it, whereas tha tern 
education w2ts the emphasis cn that. You see now the trouble with 
much of prosent day sociai zczcaco is pes it admits everrinisz end 
theret ers ma toe anger ie very simple.  Ovrvicusly we know tate 
^ now i$ is known ond how clearly 1t is incom, That's 

pu ae The ro2io3 =a it is cocisive om WHEN avictocte 
speaks e Bactavion he means a conseious end conscicusiy concucted 
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process, This is not meant when you speak of political socialize- 
tion, It may be implied in it or admitted by it, but it is not 
(meant by ita- That's all I said. 


ns e o the one is better or which is really more important? 
Aristotle says that in reality the conscious education is 
better, but is it, in fact, more important?" 


What does that mean? Whet does here mean more important? 
(Inaudible response), In other words, this happens most of the 
time in an unconscious way, you can sayo This political socializa- 
tion happens most of the time in an unconscious, in an unplanned 
wayo Yes, sure, That night be so, but must ve not also -» do we 
not make such studies, of political sociaiization for example, in 
order to see what mignt be wrong with it and in order to.inprove 
that habit? Must we not therefore -e is it not then from this point 
of view more important although it occurs more rarely? You see, 
in other vomis, what entitles you to say that that which is most 
frequent is the most importent in such matters? That’s a question, 
because every possible -e as long as you do not completely divorce 
the study or politic al phenomena from the question of iicrovement 
you cannot say that the most frequent is the most important. Yes? 


"But z think that when you say that part of the reason that 
it's unconscious today is because of the state and society 
distinction. because it goes on in the social sphere -e " 


Yes, many other things, yes. Yes, surely, it is connected with 
that. That's a icng story and which visibly begins with ethnic birth 
(7) == the assertion that a constitution which has come into being 
br geowti. as they formally state it, meaning uy unconscicus growth, 
is absolutely suosrior to 2 made constitution like the Ancrican core 
stitution F wnat is bshind it, but that is now alrost forgot- 
ten, bat that is the beginnings; suroiy, 


RI thirk the crux of the argunent between Ariegetotle ond the 
invisitie hand vosition in this area too although somewhat 
less ciosr eo " | 


Yes, sro, No, there is a close connection, dust as the ine 
visible nana Goctrine seyg you contribute best to the coram gond 
if you never chin of ths coron good, you work best toward the 


beat regimes by never thinking of it, and only do that in a fit of 
aorent-mincsdness, Sure, Yes? 


"Well, is the point that Aristotle's making that political eco 
cation l3 supsyicr to rolitice! secislisation becauss it works 
tetter or is more otficient, cr is ii because conscious actie 
wities are more peculisrly human than =u i 
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a perfect purry witheut any comscicus planaing. That is clear 


‘but you cannot do that -e perhaps lso- perfect babies as babies, 
"cn the state in which they are born =e bei you cannot bring up a 


-  ehild if ycu do not mor hat you want to do to him or here o o e 


If that is called rationdiiom, which is a somewhat complicated word, 
then surely Aristotle was a rationalist. if that is meant. You lmow, 
by conscious -- I mean, sone people thank that around 1900 cr so; in 
the first decade of this century, there was a man called Sigmund 
Freud who made this amagins discovery that men are mostly irrational 
end therefore -- I mean, I give a crude version of a cruce view =e 
and this condems to insizaificance all earlier political thought 
wüich was based on the princinle that reason is most important. 
Yes, that is gon nething -> I mean, there is a little element of truth 
only one thirz is.0f course,wrong: to think that these  peopie cid 
not mow how utweasonabLe wont cf us are most of the tins. That 
es aways known and I thins you have found plenty of evidence for 
this view in ivistotlo!s Fei pecs. Only the question is that nen 
must bs irvationzl. That. Llzüeed,. was not held by Aristotis, for 
efsenpis, How to follow, Jirst, his arguments but if education 
ig necessary that cannot bevin early encugh. It mst boyrececod 
by 2 pre-educzoio 32. oy .2 grelini nary education, Now that is not 
develoaed hore by Aristot tiso It ia develened more fuliy by Plato 
in tho first peck of the Loon by this illustration: you want to 
trisg up somcons as a hovsc cuiider and then you have, surely, the 
protoss of concating him in house building, ioeo when he is en ape 
prentice, but tiore is 2 rreiiginary eduvation which is heipiul 
bs that proper sda catisz and that ia if hs plays et house taiiding 
while he is a little enilc. That is what Aristotle means: n proe 
E sation, The trne educetion bo civic virtue can come only mach 


Laser, out thers is a pro-ccucetion whieh can slresdy begin at a 
very carly see. Then he explains that =. should this education be 
yun ic 02 ccinn a nis lcm is Lt snouid be public cr commen 


because i is wie educati 

the yolis is y the iniividcual and the individual belongs to 
the pois: iha nent With which he hod begun the werk. Now you 
Soo, Taat is, of course, == baxe the exesle oF the education to 
Geccoraoocy. He ousuid grow up tevards an already existing democratie 
regine., In thas tenes. a cswscracy is enrely prior to that baby 
wüc is to be brovgat up es a ninure demeerss. That's clear, Ths 
issue le not thic, The issue is what is to be taught with a view 
to thet guldiuz principle. Eepecially, is the education to bs ine 
tellecwual er voral eduesclon? Now what if tho question is stated 
ín vols senerol voy: inveiiseimel or morei aducation. What is Arise 
tetlets gencral answer? shat would you say Mr. Argria? (Inaudible 
response). Still, is therm not es 
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education. the Zorzation of af character, ‘thon what we call intcllec- 
tual education, much more, whereas iri "present day-usage I think the 
emphasis is much more on intellectual educations the acquisition. 

of skills and so on, than on the formation of character. Yes, out 
this education is, of course. 2s Aristotle has it in mind -= is 

the eucation in an aristocracy. Now let us turn to 1337b, shortly 
after the beginning, Shortly after the bezinnings: that the neces- 
sary things mst be taught. Yes? | 


"Ihere can be no doubt that such useful subjects as are really 
necessary ougnt to be part of the instruction of childrens 

But this doesnot mean the inclusion of every useful subject. 
Occupations are divided into those which are fiù for freemen 
and these which are unii for them: and it follows LU tnis 
that the total amount of useful knouisdceo imparted to cnilóoren 
should never bo large cnouzn to make ‘tiem mechanically Vende 


And SG one zi brad words, the education in an aristocracy 
must be liberal e ation, libsral end not banausic or unfr "SCs and 
Aristotis illus rates this by a mmber of cxamples. ‘The education 
is to be senbiemen's education. whieh is distinguished not oniy irom 
the education of the vulgar bub also from some other things Shortly 
after you left off Mr. Rei "cin. he says sonething about the educa» 
tion in == on the sciences, It is not uniree3 it is not illiberat 
Do you have that? 


"Some cf these branches can be studied, up to a point, without 
any illiboera Lug but too much coneenuea2tion upon them, with 

a view to attaining perfection, is lisoie to cause the same 
evil effects that have just neen mensi oned," 


Well, what he translates = Section means exactness, The ger- 
tleman is not concerned with exactness. inetis an important point. 
Well, take z vory sinple enar oe to be exact regarding every pennye 
That’s ous kind of emactnesss trat's iliiberal from the gentleman's 
point of vies, Fut wnere do ve find exactness in ordinary life? 

I mean, disregarding the seisnoss proper, ‘ell, in the arts to some 
extent. for axarmie. a house builder, a carpenter, has to be exact, 
Vnab woul ld you čo viih a Geer Which is done by an inexact man? 
a © be gentlemanly in such matters. You have to be exact, 

es i 


"Tuneroforc, no scientist is a gentleman." 


In a wey, yes. Yes. Aristotle discusses that. Well. you must 
Ihe scionjist as scolentist. They mey ecin- 
viGurt. Aristetie eivcs some examie in his 
S $he roeeniloü bloXosical wricinen. What d 
the oolen ise Gc? ne teushes cirty, WvüoTUY dospicabie beosis 
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"1c wen the sists ef the world at thet tins that he siiig bas to 
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zidiculovsr mattor, : 
man is by iar superior to the brates, brutes or peasss 
this in ordcz to avoid the word aninal. 
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You see? Is it not a problem? Ass 


aming that 
Sem I say 


Joe Greek word animal com 
We constantly act on taat prem 


ise. We covid not understand one another without this assumption. 


ves 


Now is it not stranga then that the higher sho 
great attention to the lower” Thatta a provlesic 
customed to d Ed a tradition of more than two thous 
oe a good ar because, you know, a merely traditi 
ea 3 of cour 
You ime? Ds you ges that peins? 
must rolly see wny is thig 
that irisiotio meant here not 


>. + 


= a? «SM. er ; = 
Shon NUNES ES modaicain8. 


OYIST 


So one must think 
a problem. Yes, but it 3 

eo rach the exact scien 
* mean, accordinz io 
be at He could not be a 
2. you know, 
S 


the th 


wd devoto sich a 
That ve are aCe 
and years is 


onai answer 


aca, cone George has the answer out i don!i have i$. 


` 


about, ee one 
4s possible 
ces proper as 
prejudices 
enter or 


wird. 


Lar 
en 


CITT 


Do you not dis vinguish 


professionel man and these who are not professional men? 
Deii i nave heard DERU So you 860, bub Aristetie =e Let us 


sotLe has to 
proiessione. 


Say we ST thet 


i mean, 


ái 


cxmmple abe, the medical 
Where you Lest oii. 


"A gocd deal dep penis on the purpose for which acts 
cr subjects are studied, Anything done io o 
need, or to kolp a friend, or to attain prodness 
illibsrsi: tei th st 


Y 
DA 
to tee 


MOF 


mem. 


y be coun 


^ 


incicin 


rid Q me. e? A e d. 
t ior sveryones ha 24 is geneva 


> E 
you do is in onder to be of some help p io your fa 


T an c Ki Aya ^ Ec 


new doe 


Mts Same E when done repe 
Ca 


nial and servile," 


in erdoor 


g siighuiy desracdi 
ami 


the best 


he say? 


are dorie 

a personal 
WLLL not be 

atedly at the 


TO DTrace 
Bus 
Ay and your 


Ao 


frienós or cwt of cheer curiosity, thabis a diitorent story, Tea, 
STO. h tue rount Ln vhien Da inocrestod is nore inzindiately 
that this $e OF a very ee Avictotle cea not shore the more prejue 
Gices of thess nécole, That aoeuv without sayings tat he a2cepts 
tzego peeivilcer io somo politically aw. witica I mean noo merely 
accomecsulrs insoii. Tih go ee Luv if it is tno that the rule =o 
thet gentiesci are tha teat men for rating tho solls thon the rre= 
fols iz 


mande 
Sonoloroen. have 3 
e if 
- e; tede! *-» 
ard gi eic tad e 


e 
- —— e hres, pm r e es tra Y 
ot cL TO gus SoG SATIN 


st ome PI 


cuüicec BO ivn 
COo 

-3 a Bet Page a ees 
gute of gentleacs 


P <= 
c 24 AI 


you oda dk cho 
conse D7 e 


"neb c5 
REY ya 
opinions 


U a" 
Lrisi tie kinri is net under the roedi of these pra 


vo ba accepsed Lor i 


purpose 
Tiuciple of 


= o2 cin C ioni 


Loe was purpose 


Wow 


oj udiosds- 


wat he is iriving at will copese preiually c£ UO go, bub eencone 
raigad hic Encd and I bad ta vas ino; a» 1$, Yee? (Ineudtble remark 
regard ne DO ‘ede are D oisi ie pacwrins in this conuaxtjo Tes, sure, 
sri stowie donma at that trom this vova m 


SDi aucctreniiy this 


Yeo. ho gays go inter cn. Wherever a uot is br wusi ke docs 
prom uA LOC ID UTIQUE a Do um a Bn 
e xcoktu 254 ee ees do. aemIAN S eue qme dust eris ESL 
eL onODegonunclOd. duat da £09, ‘Inet wukes hin 2 ern He i3 


319 


* 


spendent, to cone emen st. on the oninion of the other gontlemen . 
bat what the nonegensionsn think : tout it is irrelevant. Now when- 


CEOP we theve 
“plete nongenses 
^ ab your rel 
and that means 


oi deparene 


ig something venal ¿osut it I mean, that is not come 
Lcok arcund todey, Forget about Aristotic. Loox 
politica mtistsa They have to make e living 
Shey avo dependent; they become dependent i all 
and prejuct seg and 39 on. That is not al elvayse 
I teke now the case of thoughtíul and e'j"oraved Peleo 
nos think that the porobiloca of a degracia sg dependence can arise? 
What is the oriy way of evciding 14? Now Let us be quite honest 
pi How cen you avoid that? Boing a 


or, if you pic SINTLS. o a e 3x; 
men of independent MEALS c course, you can Sav e 
who will say where did 


ez 
Rg 


our 
EX TI 


£e 
[1 ake E 


we 


p 


2G, 


owes 


And now then, of 
then thers be some rasty 


o1 


E ‘Sete pot" 


CNN Ean) 


pecple ercound 
thet wealth icinally? Now I take the best se 


ale 


ij LOT or 


we Steed 


in 


ra? 


the very old fanily one doosn!t even imow where it cans fron. But 
unen there come some people who make very radical reflections, like 
Roussenu and Memo, You renember -—- who tried to show it cozid not 


have had au houest origin, Surely, but these questions ee puu then 
these dectrines are truly erd Literally subversive -- these cocirines. 
They ave o UTIDELYS, and mou only p the order which we have today 
but? perhaps of v possitis socis 23 gle and therefore cne can righte 
ly say shea CUSSLLONS sre reani m oa questions ~= showidnit be 
reised, So lot us Lenya it, tl ee at os Simple practical views 

ine only ; way of avolding Gszrading desendence is either an extremely 
high degree o? onele own aiceticiamae You know, it is otvicas that 
you need ee i? sou can iive on a thousand dollars a year, then vou 
gre mich Iess domendent thin if you nesd five thousand a year snd 

So on amd so cz, X don't here to labor that point, I balier. And 
therefase ee but assuming tnab very fev men sve willing or able to 
ivo in this orcromaly asovuio war, wo Ix cone dopendonu cn ciaerg 
and move than once on the good iil. of people on whom we eacuiód rot 
BE Gapeusono. £5 Gelferestecting men, That is behind thes. I think 
m Lr a Little Lilo of oofexrvati.on ond reflection is noeded to soe 

tat RDüsloclo muy be wrooz in his soiution. but it is ab leant a 

b uti solution, ono respectable soiuvion a orebiom uaich 

ls cosTSL vitu eun. I donit say trab I have proved thas Avistotig 
is rites, ouv ài only kepe thors is wreof that he doesn't talk none 
gense ca sane is not sirpis dated starr, We can recognize ovr oun 
probiens in thet ‘imediatciv, Yes? | 

"the impii icii Gocteine of freodom t et you ses here ie suspiciously 

Ko thas o£ tns O dGenocrav in one senses In other words, 

e man Cevoniono en hinscl? aciin? oriy in terms of what lies 

within hixcolf. And it also seems to me to clash s sono wia with 

Arictotic’s epsh saving tnat man is a social ausi. I mean, 

it gsang that ungare ac chaavred hore vhet we fira veer as on 

escontisi dor of ivu:zn existence: the extent to which peonle 
era iu iach dooondent upon each ownt?" 

Well, thers dseg — I mean, the mere fret thab «s Tet vs tal 
this wan of Zolspetulene nouns ee ds of cowees wholly temcesibie cute 
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question, So, Furthormore -- and that is perhaps ! more relevant aves 

& single genulenan in this way could hot ueintain his gentien znship 
gimoly physicaliy y if there were dot other sentlemon who had the same 
inberezt and who would defend him and his cause and his intmrests _: 
against o other so So there is ro difficulty. I meon, that men are 
dependent on others, thet every man is denomient ee even the most 
powerful tyrant, as you know, is dependcns on other human beings 

for the simple reason that every man is ki citable ty any other man. 
You know that? Hobbes! great insigat, "Taat is trivial and of course 
Aristotle knew i o In other words, now vou =- I think you are guilt 
of an unfaip remeri, When we speak of i independent man we use 

a crude perce bi cal d ression, We mean ° met Kind of independenoa 
wien ls vossivic and that is. of course ~e includes nery dcocncone 
clos. That goes without saying. But the question is whethes thers 
are not -e President Etsarhower ocoaslontiiy said + xs in poiius 
everythinz is a matter of dzzree, Nothirz could be wuer, and all 
these political terms have this relativity in them, i ipsae d 
independent no man can De, bui in the practical sense we say Met. 


For GREMPL OS, if you have children and you coy at a certain moment 

they become indoependónb that is not a mearingless expression. It's 
very cicar in its meaning in the contert and it's the same as you 

cay the man tne Liver indeosnccntly of t12-colnion of people iE 

icr to hix, ast makee sense, ‘And if you cay that a thoughtful 

begger is more independent than a king — siso males sense. Ee Sadda 

nen infinitely less than the king needs theas Yes? i 


LI 


very fundamental point 


P. o o talking about what seems to bs 5 
herz, that as well as the virtues of these liberal genilenon, 
inis aversion to exeactmess indicates weat ib wovci3 seem to me 
would be the derest of a regime that’s controlled by ties, woich 
would bo tan% if the recine is controled by thea it will moan 
the vuitiusocly ccuiboams zuLlvadss hte an avercion to exncincs 
and it secas to we that this leads to a kind of culture where 
exco vonliys deyertant taings gee donc on a large couis. but 


CARS Ono oZ che rosrons that Enviond hes sucess2ed so wut 
iz tecerne it's seceptid «we the Leaccrs have accented into 
Chair rans mon uno are so coneerasd vith omactnsas emi these 
Pen nave been chile to belance the pccrie who neve an aversion 
to iu and if the sasiety was socally c concerned with Libersi 
mings ib ulgb? be very Gh. 


Yes, vboevass it is cuil im dou not the highset consideras 
thom, Serie the ouroose of ; is now wa but visio. But surely, 

g uo Quezvion, gat eui Yi can orly sey inis in corder to show 
the difficulty ne cPue what is the net ve nit that they have a Hewton 
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Woll, In not certain I follow where you're golng." i 
Voll, I mean only that is simply the hydrogen baxho 
"Oh I see.” 


So in other words that is noi inter estingo I mean, I don't 
ay that thes vas nonsen we, but I say only that is not such a simple 
thing: the bzticr that there is a pst ‘fers harmony between the men 
of exactness, the sciontists, and the political mets that this cree 
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abes probiems cf its own, You sea, you can put it this ways thers 
are periaos, for convenience ecke, two fundamental possibilities 

o poOligiceal prosiem,. One was the Aristo’ bcti, whien 
is the same as Plato and ses that is clear, The other is the er 
"nez have souetning in commen, surely, but they are also fundamental 
iv different. We have peceme avare in various ways of certein dir- 
Lisulties, of basic Lo i cf the modern solution, end that 
Le cur predicament == you imou? i mean, wny do we havs boonuniis 
ard this kind of nine? That is ali due to the fact that ners of 
the popnulalL.cn, and net nctesseriiv the most thoughtless p doesn? t 


have a cienr vay ln irori of itseif as it had for many many genera= 
Giems,. We brhiove progress and ire know in a very vago ená general 
my Where 1 Leads te2, 0c aver greater abundance, to ever gr ereater 
freson, to crer greaber cqunilay, and to ever greater culturs. 
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ALL good “hogs. Ama thin we went on and sud tenly an abyss opened 
and L think tast was, ior the popular consciousness, the atomic bonba 
more, li tairi, c eronanie crisis and tais kind o? thing be- 
cause tie scoremic erisiz «e ‘then one could sey we got in another 
exert cailc^ oe Kevnon and ae will take cre of that, Puit bore 

have no exoeci. There ars experts for producing atomic boubs, 
tut there one no exverts telling ue what to do with Khrushchev. 
You sec? Bhst is tne pristigli form of the questions the hydrogen 
ee ind therefore wo QTY ee Wo Want oo undorsuand our simation 

: enwistse ao avo i aus i 
fal are pu nec Wiuh cole very problem, Nast is the basic defeats 
waat waloh sol been everlocke:; somehow. ln these last three centuries? 
iy Duggestico: is omiy ict us de it in the clearest and imis way 
ty looking zz; the altermcviive proposal of equal breadth: that was 
tne Waster OI these Wao kuu, Aristotle. Theat is tne most E DUE 
way of doirnz 2% ee Plato es that is 221 much more compi exe And tren 
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icuop Lord's isar of ap would zone with the enansipation of the 
apitelisus -e you knew, this kind of thing -- that’s a very narrow 


5229. Hers it is sta zi ia all comsrehensiveness, That is tae 
pointe Yes? Good. Dui we ere rot yet where we should be regarde 


ing ~= so tho ecncation, to repeat, is the gentleman's ccucations 
Now how does it look? Let us go on. What ace its subjects? 


(Reading of paragraph à. pego 335 of Barker, begins, followed 
immediately by change of tape). 


e e o Decauno it is also controversicl, whereas the other things 
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VAS przzont, indesd. it ie marty studied ze 12 Lis obtest were 
pleasure; bot the real reason which originally age vo its being 
sde a subicct of education is something higher. Our very nee 

ture Bas a tendeney (on wbien wo kove often re enarks sd} to seek 
of itssif ver ways and means baich wlll enable us to use leisure 
rightiy, 2s Wali as te find sows right occupations indeed i 


is tho vocor to usa asiseure risntiy., as wo would onca more ree 


Yes, Ist vc step here, Asistotie tries to answer the anestion 
pr netrormins to bve naturo of man. The eeasideration that music 
Re VO ‘a 
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à scidier They ovo mot S9 28Cd 58 a OTE, generally EPSTEIN g 

ang vice versa, Dut nosuze Goss Ít because they oro the oso staces in 
Rew youth anc materiġy., and so we cau even gat the final sointions 
the priests, the old Peltor: Paik have the three stages: yourn, 
nabuvrlty. cid ages; a nateech distinetisn is the basis fer the is» 
$iuctLosa vstzcota the os one governors, and tho priests: goe 
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ow zinia sb the proper time 3 and seasons, arid shovla. t} 32 avolied 
es restoretives. The feelings waieh play produces in the mind 
are feclings cf roliof fron exertion: and the pleasure it gives 
provides relaxation. Leisure is a different matter: we think 
of it as having in ltssit intrinsic pleasure, intrinsic harp 

nesa, intrinsic Lelicity. Happlnzzs oZ that order- doos noi 
belong to those who ove entad ina sie ate on: lt beleonss to 
those woo have eim ure, Those wao sre engazsd in occupation 
ere co encsesd with a view to come end which they regezd as 
Still unctiained. But felicity is a present end; and ail men 
think of ii as accompanied by pleasure and not by pain,” 


Y 
CActinetien undc m as scomcaog been forzotion between recreation and 

leizus. He exbabblishes thio ülerarcuy. The lowest is revyeaticno 
nei Aasiness, occupati 4on, and the highest is perii Reoree 

clor in order to work or to work better. bub vou work 

for ins sake of work tare For the ae of your ieicuve. "Phat 

S absolutely cruciale in the ordinary ciseussicns cf leisure ard 

oisuce time, of course, these two things are identical, as you kno. 

Yes? ` 
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it ghands VOD Vaoallon. l,o rastantion. fut ln ths origini meane 
inr ole Cas Nom. far iot us zo on. We cone very sori to the 
crusini aaetsss, fsg? Where we left off. iot. OVeNMyUun2 == in other 
Worse GLA CLILLESTO am ic nil Dolleve it. Thteralliy a Gil, thon it 
is mot a weve seoidcat.,  Tnon io kas Some grconds yaen ali botleve 
í$. For ¢raccila, wasnt abl Lolilevo taat the con sirens orconc ‘the 
carta ee this niTlulo crire wich won come tees vnvii Cc pera cus 
d wm Tal ULT. of sonra. nob au ameidenteli I coityo Thot has 
ame trata. in Past. Wo tlh seo Lh every Cor nnd thes Loa to be 
sneer co the bagio af yatuer ocucliestod considerations. That 
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xis me oi some nei 


rolativizm tecause cf the hierercuy,. Yes. Now? 


"Tt is clear, therefore, that there are sone branches of learn- 
ins and education which ought to be studied with a viov to the 
proper use of leisure in the cultivation of the mind, It 2s. 
clear, too, that these studies should be regarded as ends in 
themselves, while studies pursued with a view to an occupati 
should be regarded merely as means and matters of necessity's 
This will copleain wey our forsfetners made music a part of eiue 
cation. They did not do so because it vas necessary: it is 
nothing of the sort. Nor did theydo so because it is useful, 
as some other subjects sre, Reading arid writing, for ee 
are useful in varicus vays =e for moneyemaltings for housse 

ines for Wo acquis En of kmowledres and for a mmber of. 
political coGisi tios. Draving muy coo held to be useful iu helpe 
ing mon to judge more correctiy the works of different artista." 


And artisans: 19 diffe: cence in Creek. Carpenters, for exampie. 
Surely 


e physical training, useful in improving health 
E uiis provers: 1% has no vísi2lo effecti ucon oithor. 

: We are thus Left with ite value for the cultivation of the mind 
in leisure, This is evidentiy the reasen of its beine intro. 
dugsd inte education: it vanke as £ partb of the cultivacion 

whieh men tink orobor to freemen, This isthe meaning cf the 

Jinas in Ecuer, beginning, | 
Such sre they wüo alone should be called to the bountiful 


benawet a 


and continuing {after s mention of various guests) with the 


With then cali tuey a minstrel, to pleasure ali men with 


t 


ia 
^ =, Te nme mw Ss M aser Ae P En 4 ? - ng 
fgein, in nother passaze, Odysseus ls made to say that music 
s J a pa es van x * X . a a i 
is the best of pastimen wnan men are all merry, end 


e 
hall lend their ears to the 


> lct us stop here, Incidsnteliy. Barker shouldn't cay Odys» 
cs is mode GO rer, Odysseus save, Just as Homer goys, Cirssaus 
ndi, ines is not uninteresting Por the question of hou ooo 
à Homer, and since he may have read him bevter then we did i$ 


in Yor urwlereter 2 F Hozar nimsel’: but let us now 
come to tne main roint. We got now =e here we have the anger to 
LES 


A 


tae aqusubiol. j ian. 35 to wanes sentiemoenis education 

is bub tne move ans ed GuczZuloni: the relation of misie to contles 

MEGS supagi. The gootlonon must hava the Jiberoel stuGicc. tno 
t Liberal studies are mwh 
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to to «= no if the Leisure activity is the end af nan, then the 

end of the pentionan’s liie ig to disten to the poets, That is 

the end, We hive seen =e some Of yeu, us, have geen a corrernand= 
ing statement at the end of the Ethics, valen is a more ee» in many 
Ways a more cormmrehensive work inan the Pelitics is. What does he 
say there as to the end for the sake of Tolsn ail business? Seme 
argument funds snentallyt recreation for the sake of business; business 
for the sake cf Leisure, Leisure ls the true end. What is that 
true end according to the end of the Etvhicn? 


irme," 
No — yes, well, virtue but a certain kind of virtus. 
“Contemplation, ?® 


PEE eN unders tanding, Contcrplation, The gentlenan 


does ii in his wep end therarere not in the highest Raye That is, 
in a sence, “the end of the geatleman?s lita: to sit nere «= look 

ab Odvocens, Wüo was in a wor a gon decus He did these amazing 
feeds with great anguisa end annoyance Wien he was wit this Oyoiloneos 


end Callivece cand Giros. alas was not Eu ammi ga ücd i JASS, and 

i z of the other saventures unish ha bado Sub uiy did 

ne do that? Ultimately, in order to Listen to the singers unen he 

comes te the s Du toa enember? hace tne minstrsl somes nis 
ara varted from tniz connection, That was nis activity. 

if you would soy. what sold no the prezent day equivalent? I nink 

yor müsy have beara of poopie. very acidve and sueocóosiuil business 
bi k 


Gn, uno still do ali xaat thor ga ultinezsiy for the sake of cule 
fre, You muss nowe heard thas. And what does that mliwe mean? 
i mnesn. I know there cre.clis othere who vould say ther co it in 
order to besewe pation GAP OOLE ET o That i is auether wey thish Aristotle 
also consiGsrs, Eu nat is ors answer of very great inportances 
Sut “hat do they mean ey cultaro d 


Way I offer a rezpertshio exemplo? / sese] no o o Wag quoted 
as agcing, ‘Hanat doos it mean to dizi^ Ib means hat we wiil 
7o lonces bo able to Listen to Mona VU . 


Vell thet would be an exanie, but Eiurtein is not t 390 best 
exempic bstapeoco ho vos mere n sotentiet than a gentlezan in mis 
gents, Ho, X Con Gury taaU ae Was, cis I mom herie ae Such ‘es 
clear exewole of a rontlemra ss, aay, Colorcl Bidem. Golenel Hiizo, 


a funus kibli figurs, Have you never rsen that? A rcall silly wondere 


fel echarnactcr, ecd Now. thet is sos tees is ene ansver, Here 
you gee tho COificopbenco vary clsnsiy. In understanding tae best and 


Ld t'a ar: a ». a 4 os 
pasie vas siscsn. precMleatiy always inscrarable fron speecher so 
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L328 @ SINTAN pool, pacruse ii is ress a proper eecupaiicn of 
ne TY. Nen. 


ayy toinceed wy the foco that axiicts themselves pay SO wuch atten 
tion $0 ctectness and even go througa 2syneyance anu VoSTCIL 
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to oreéuce their works of art and yet, preperly gosuddus, Tom 
not sure (several ineditis words) for creativity itself. 
Maybe Iim wrong, but «= } mo 
Well, what Goes creativity mean? Let us not go inte this mepe 
tion and sinpiy goy you mean the Siebrand of such songs, more 
than understanding them, Do you mean that? {Inaudible response). 
Tho gentienen, Now let us consider for ons moment Odyz2eus? beau- 
tiful erie. Odysseas listens to the singers, to tho Phoocians, 
and then what does he do afterward? He ee singto SAnSinga 
I mean ee you imow e= ceseribes woruuhnile things in a vovimmile 
marr, So Odysueus is both a listener nee way you coil & creator. 
Yos, but the craatcr =- I mean, as such =e what is a poot iron Aris- 
totie'a or trom the Crest point cf viev? He is not a ponti um es © 
not in the conse that ho is a erook or a Villain or whatever have 
you ee but he is higher than a gentlemen, He is a wise man, And 
that lo a complicated emestion? what is the relation of the “wisdom 
waich the rests have to the t "isdom cf the phiiccophoers?  Tnat's ane 
other matics. Bab there is cisariy an enormous difference between 
the man the vrites Hoaueris peons and a man uno recites domaric DOES s 
and they yera NENSPALLy res arded as vory stupid asses, the whepseidse 
Tiere is o Fintomic cisicgun € called 7 Cu whith E See o Das 
& CONnVECCAu.on With sern s follow and ne ls nrecented s very vain 
and stepid zen., and e that is semsthing entiraly different. Tne 
à r not diz cussed heres but that is P REAL 


E. > * » 
Dosis cow I1 VICLIT SVG LS 


One can saiciy cay tizio 


(Xnzudilio cuestion regarding whether the contributing of time 
gion of roiisions edificos ic part of leimure), 


TE vozn?i work in tho serso - earning a living, Is was work 
inthe sense of 2 noy eoe 0n EXErclga ee fi 


Yes, iat that is on csniivyely ee that is a subject not dismessd 
by Arivistic kers tees us reed, Ee will take it uo later 
ang that is ee we dnit bore the time for that any moro; &vistotio 
in tae aeger, ee J would liis to mention oriy this point ~=- in tae 
nequel he cots into e bez we must not forget this very dvpertant 
peszass whien voe reed. E2 takse vo Later on the purpose ef musical 
education, Uo to row ho haa said wbat is music. ‘Lore Whet is its 
place in ibre Life cf tha ccult human being, of the adult gezolonan? 
Anga tater on a ae Ics the question what is tac purpose of mznusic 


Wie ou Ver 


n this c ue tha neral education, the moral 
elesszo. is oe au. nously thas thes right kind of muis maxes 
us better nius nakog e nas a geuticzume e vae question o: 
Teigti nto: Los LS a pesiin who is icon:cr in necá cY weing 
nodo inte s contlorsn. fast nes ke do s music? That's one 
taint, gad ino ovhar awotan LS tase does masie do in ore. o 
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Perhers there iz ore in qvzstion than our sharing in the come 
mon pleasure thich all men dcrive from music == a pioasura, 
indeed, which is natural and 125 tinctive, and which explains 
why bns use of music sppeais to all ages and all tyocs of chere 
acter =- and perhaps we ought to eona a whether risic has 
not uico same sort cf bearinz on our characters and cur souls. 
It wild clearly have such a bearing if our characters are ac» 
vuslly affected by music. That they are so affected is evident 
from the influence cxercised by a number of different itunes, 
‘bot esascoially ty those of Olympus. His tunes, by gencral cone 
sent. have an inspiring effect on the soc: and a feeling of 
inspiration is an affection of the soul's character. We may 
add taai. in listening to mere imitative sounds, where there 
is no qvesvion of tine or tune, all men sre moved to feelings 
of B5yzpsuy," | 


Yes, Now let us sten here. In other words, music coes two 


things, It makes us ee Low did you say =-=- inspired, and it makes 
us imitative cf characters. The lather is clear, For example, 
you say a merita song, T martial modes arouse -- meke us to tist ex» 


tent 


tion 


mais 
does 
thst 
That 


have garcia fedina ^& and tnercfore contribute to our seduces 
and eccursze end so eae Others make us tame in a good sensa, 
us xeatiz. : nad therezore contributa to cur education. What 
tnis insvoirat Toss N the Greek word 3 minusi but 
unis inzpivation r? Now reek word is enthusiasm, but 
must be uncerstecd. We must consider its original meamnge 
means i nsoired by a pod. possessed by a gad, and therefore, 


derivativciy. il re Shab is soucsiing different from the moral 
education ul ere Ls where tne problem of what you meant, nowely 


relizion, comes Di 2 oniy an tnis fox ard in this connection Arise 


A 


totis gpeaxs iater on ck tragi, Tragedy bes very mich to do with 
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Qd. abe Haw 26 gt: 3 
this: nob with the fermztisn of character, , bat with creating this 
a Do ua so Sie i P Pory y e. m r; z ok, 
onunusisqa incroped by a cod, Bat waat is meant by thas in aniztocle? 
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2 wich veach us. of Course d spem 
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the first qzertlon, we have seen Arist otle!s answer. This passage 
which we briefly discussed in L2ln26 Following about the history | 
of the flute is very interesting and you see that what some ‘pesple 
think we historical understanding is a produci of the 19th ceni “ry 
Or sO =e i5 sheer nonsense, Aristotle seys here sra clear iy what 
happened, that the Greeks won the Persien War. They won it, ‘they 
defeated the greatest power of which they knew, the Persian Emire 
and then thev became more courageous, mors self-confident than th 
wero before. Out of that grav Ultimately that glory of the Invcle 
lectual dovelorasnt of Athsns. This sisle historical observation 
was as much within the resch cf Aristotle as of any modern nistovians 
at goes without saying. That is ont lv ia pasSinge The Last Beane 
which I wota Like to mention 1s a reference in 13493 — yes, T 
wish I could road that. Yes, I wish I could read that; I can't. 
I wovld like to imow how Berker translates ite At any rate, it is 
rag p iiio. There is a passage here -- there is an expression 
f Aristotle: the p oe toe excess according to nature e= c5 
ee in 13h2322, I will fird it for yeu. Here: paragraph 7, Will 
you read the secie ef paragraph 7o 


"Just 23 the souls of its emper ere distorted from their 
natural gtate -." 


Yes, tke natural — That is also the way in which the mede 
leyal transiation translates i25. but 13 iteraih translated: from 
ne h haoit, ren the condition accord, ng co n&kurGQ. But lei us say 


On cm ape oat ae va MÀ ensem CN 


ere ee A5 - ap . VHe Sores “=, pal s 
the natural state, ule stete of nature. That is the origin of this 


fzmous term. bub the state of nature means here, of course, the state 
according to mature: the normal. health, good state. If you are 
sick in one say or the pines you are not in your frin State. 

For example. if you can't walk: your feet sre not in nat sta 

or if you cadit zee your eves are not in buneir ate eo thetia 

tie origrinzi meaning ci state of natures the state of nature cf 

m2n is. of course, tne state of which man is under the best con i 
tions ond since man is a volitionl animes. man is in his state of 
nature if he is a citisen of 3 good socievz, If he is a citizen 

of a bad socisLy he is not gwit 


yeu see the enormous change viicn has aped duos in modern times 
where vc == state of nau 

En istotlo: that the state of nate 

is the cost ehe tive sbeye, Cne could vory well, by convrenting 

ours, sey in Eevee, with the meariine of 

cevelop the vuole prooien of the cn- 

Lee " 


2 

g 

ve in the state of nature. Noy tere 
i cn 

be 


clents and S52 Moderna, oF cliessical political thougnt and medern 
pelitizel Gccurht, and therefore that weuld ouly be a more tesshbnie 


2 G 
cai aml scexinsixy more abstruse formuiet.ca of the problen of the 
Hefonb. T corit beve 3 sn that te rcu I knew, Gotd. Now 
Shere is cme point i wanted tco make ln conn fee on with the rensri 
on an a»r2ic cc a vi$ he Len’t hera end you wouid not. rernaps, 
be qury mucn imcerested in thr. Theretorn, I vill emit thsi and 
‘gt you rhathor tbere are any cusstions you uculd like to bring 
up in tue isy minats we sZill esa be tecether, 
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ü. . o the crucial difference between the moderns and the ane 
cients is that the moderns look on the natural or the impor- 
tent thing.as sort of o a . the efficient cause, you mignt 
call it. o © na 


Yes, we could say that, 


RAnd it would seem that much of the change is due just to the 
abandonment of a sense of purpose in nature and it would seen 
to me that if you accept this much of what follows trom Arise 
t&otie!s acceptance of an end in naturas isn’t realiy tenable 

for modern mano It isn't a matter of overlocking things and 
not dcriving insights from the ancients, but of a fundamentally 
different vuv of. looking at the world in general." 


Yes, but still does not your responsibility ultimately extend 
to the basic premises which you accept? I mean. can you ultimately, 
as a teimcing man, pass the buck and can say Gallileo cid it? Nes 
you must do it semener. I mean, that’s very hard, tut stiil if you 
sant to be s hore to have any say in such matters ycu mist face 
that resvonsibilis Do you see that? 2 


Ro o o Voll, Wes o e you have to accept the ressensi bility 
for your choice of first principles or your basis, but it scems 
to me that if vor sterb with a bagis which essentially denies 
that i» the universe, independent of the world of man, there 
is a purposes taings have a places the werid is not really a 
deseri ~e 


Yes, but to which <= wells we Cannot go into that cuestion, 
of course, s Bat may I suggest two lines of appreach, The first 
is that it is not truc that ali pre=moderm theught was, in tne Aris 

votelian ae teleotericala ee Plato presented his notion of 

the wriverse in the “Since ee Caa different from that of 

Aristotiles IG is sito tereclegical, but in a different way: much 
nore Me a for sme re Sa But something else: vnen modern 
ntsenth oder d common name ior that 

i 


e 


was Ghe corpuscular dcoirine, x 
ts and EO Corpuscuizoi idees locirino, There were gueh none 
teleolezicel dostrinss in classical antiquity co that is a difference 


betaeen modern tours and Aristotelian thevias and Een even 
Secratic thourht, but not betvren modern thought. and ancient thoughts 
number ono. wader vo: and kere I come to scnetaine which is not 
az much a cuostion of nisterical learning as tns First question 
is, Ynat is this: modesn naturel celence was csveloped primarily 
BS a doctrine of the imcuimate: Deinss, tne heavenly bodies as well 
as of terresisial pedies. which are insninate ees Taicc of 
tee grucial Caliticen an: zZawveoninua discoveries and aws, Good? 
And now this csctrine of the insnimate bodies was meant io be =se 
at least that is the wort sivole epsumptien ee ihe basic ci zn ace 
count of everything: in particriar, of that thins comsoniy eniled 
L1e SOUL. lOlre vare ston. clolicuitied, Wes cat Gis ou ves, 
B08 Bs SCA Feld 235 ose ae woh de fens MAGEPLELGe ln meat Times. 
revas hours Sou S62 aa, -e Choro you wouid conve the WIPE Io 
To is abtolutciy hopoiosss to colve io, Then there Come souicwado 
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more ingenious men than Noohss, for exempio. Spinoza, and tried 
to solve it, They developed a certain evchodogy I can't go inte 
"that, Today the whols thing is. in a way, abandoned. If you take 
‘the extrene forms of psychology; say benavierism, you stucy in alt 
esses behavior, The distinction boeixeon body and soul never arises 
for these people. Well, in brief, the modern science is burdened 
with what I bolieve is an absolutely hcpelsss. problem to give an 
account in its terms of the human soul and his actions and nis moe 
ions. The boe ed nai tural science is open to very great dir 
ficulties and no one in his senses could say it can be restored as 


he stated it. although it is, periapZ, not £3 easy to refute as some 
people sometimes thiri. even as he stated it. But Aristctie!’s natural 
siente nes ct it is still 


greats ee. and in this respo 
ansolutely saver anything you Lind in nodern purine: and 
thet is that EU begins nos with inanimate bodies but with the soul. 
zov can say hziguoule saYrors defeat because he thinks the understand= 
ing of the seul gives hin a key to the understanding of incninate 
bodies, Thats wey be Spe You know the famous storys the stone falls 
because it tends. That may have been entirely wrong for sii I know; 
but cn the cener hand we heve legitimately a pernaps grester 3 
ene in understanding the soul tuai in understanding the feii of 
todieg, althoush we also must be concerned wi th the fall cl on I 
éon's deny thate You krou? Therefore th n hing is not as sinple 
as that and the question -e when yeu say finei causes then, of course, 


everyonelg back is up eeainet bnat iilo “hangs But when somee 
one would spent: of inclinations S and tendencies and so that doesn’t 
sound so terrible and thet is teleaicey, When you use such a sine 
ple word as srcivon you meen a movement from, te, in the sense of 
a oe i$ grows to somethings. That is a simple, covious 
phenomenon: a puppy beeen a gronn up doz and anything ar this 
Sams 


from vaici eS tarts and he contends, by implication, 
you can never unserstand thay iY you ccarpare that to the fall cf 
a boo, That's somethin z entirely Gi fPerente How to reconcile that? 
wnat ls, of course, a — great cuestion and only a man wno would 
even nit on a concelt., oa a 


Dc & genius enisi to Arisvctic eculd 

notion which — sive u2 n start, but on the other hend no cne 
can sensibiy exuect of us tnat ceceuse of these tremendous si 
Gone in the exact netural coiencos the only way of understandi 
Human things rust be oms e- a wey modeled on the way or the Rim 
metural sciences. That is a uncliy unvarzanved, although prior to 
investigation, plausible assumption. now plousiblo it is ee you 
S 


ee that. EFvoryone Talis Zor this notion at least once in hie Life 
wuen he says. heare thet ths naturel sciences made this tremendous 
prezress by the use of these methods =a well, why don't you do the 
same thing in the coclal sciences? You must have heard this n Pie 
and yet vnile iv is plzuziDie, on inspection it proves to be 
questionable. i Wink shetls the issue and even, for esie, 1 
taik to poopno9 tho know "hose things infinitely bette r char ni de. 
poyehnoierists and coo Evie wnat is Yeuliy proven, I io ink vnius 
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if ib is a better account ‘than Aristotl tle geve, who doesn't % mencion 
it, or of dreaws, which he aid di9chss, erhaps. But that doesn’ $ 
necessarily mean that the whole context in which these modern obser- 
vations are made is the sound ome. I mean, and one mst here really 
keep one's head and make a distinction withcut which I think one 
wiil not be able to understand anything. That thehuman things are 
not intelligible in these terms. I mean. read any of these seiene 
tific studies of human things end see whether they enlignten yous 
They may contain csrtain favtual observations which are interestings 
surely, but they could have been made by ary intelligent man on the 
basis of any metapnhysics if ne had looked at then, "ber havenothing 
to do with his particular mou icdologye the example ef Mr. Drowa 
conceres something ew I will mention this No The question wes 
Aristotic!s analysis of the tyrant aud Aristotie says sometiing about 
“hat moves the tyraiur in present cay lingo, the motivations oZ 
‘he tyrant. Anc you imeow, Aristotle has simple fairyetale liks stoe 
vies: he is a man who loves wealth end power. And, well of courses 
sane could say ew ‘the first covection which one would maie =- voll, 
Stalin and Lenin prebabiy mesni something more than that they are 
ich and pewerici, ‘Ther stcod for a cause: the fameus eee of 
nourse, that musi be considered ard I save some indications to that: 
pos question of sc-oalied idcoiogies which are, in fue strich ee Sene. 
seno of ansien theugnt, fot Me, Ereva meant somcobing else. 


7 meant such tinttes ss gallen: for exarpie, like Hitler, What moe 
tivated him was whtimatsly not a certain Ssoory about the master — 
Face and kno deus as the eger of the master race. You know? This 
kind cf thing, Ner was it bia desire to cat ten stocks a day and 
othex things of ILS nature, or to Vleld nower for lia cwn gaze, 
but sedien. Yes, that is the zoecalled paychologieai sexpisnaticn 
and come people think ea. that is much -9 wüere do von Pind any refer- 
things as sadism in Aristotle? Now, all rigat, 
lei us considsr that for a rmomort. What is a sadist? I suppose 
it means 4 man Who derives vizasure eine inflicting pain on otuer 
pecple without any regard to nis own advantes@. In other words, 
he is not merely a ruthless wan uho pursues his advantage at sil 
. costs, but thers wag a ss oie Langusgs not een from ==- how do you 
call that =o prycaopatnoiogy. cexual Beye HR MHOSOEY eni so on. but 
from orGinzry its. ice is a word for taat: cruelty, a cruel nang 
a cruel man whe, as a crvel nci. is not cnir ruthless but derires 
pleasure from intl ic cing pain on other necopic. Now this is a whee 
nomoncn Nolch exists and then we are contraonted here with a poyenoe 
logica? exolansuio "i" that this cruel conduct is rogted in 2 sewal 
bus pigs That's the thecty: that's the progress. Of cruoilty 
people knew, o o o Sut that's,cl course, the question, Is tuis theory 
true or a 3$ vet be tnat even the sexual perversion stomzed from 
a more fundarontai pe ervereion? Applica to Hitler, wievher nivler 
Vas cexunily ververted ov nov I believa has nov deen gioun by “he 
sozicl solenvioss. i lave net read thet. So ii would be a nusre 
hypothesis thas bis erusicy ccuid ba explained by esxval perversicnu, 
but even eenctÁuz thet, nes co we kmow uv these kind of semai 
perversions are not theuseirces the conzccuenrces of a wore iuriccone 
tal pervercion waieh also emesis to eon: Taig question us Juss 
pushed by sis ami, cf Sowrse, ine sexta: perversions are more funda 


mente. tnan arr others, How dc know Gint? Thies kind cf paycuolegy, 
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